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Excavation in May 2011 at the former Barnes Coaches Depot, Aldbourne, Wiltshire, revealed limited activity from 
the late prehistoric to the modern period, including a late prehistoric pit and remnants of a possible Romano-British 
ditched field enclosure. Further Romano-British features included pits and an infant inhumation burial exhibiting signs 
of scurvy. Radiocarbon dating of the infant burial and ceramic dating suggest two phases of Romano-British activity: 
1st to 2nd century AD, and AD 270 or later. A modified fragment of human cranium of possible Early Roman date is 
suggestive of the making of skull cups. Other surviving features included pits, a well and a ditch, representing medieval 
and post-medieval domestic activity well to the rear of the historic street frontages.
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Introduction
during may 2011 cotswold archaeology (ca) 
carried out an excavation at the former Barnes 
coaches site, aldbourne, Wiltshire (centred on 
nGr su 2635 7560; figure 1). the work was 
undertaken at the request of hannick homes in 
advance of redevelopment of the site for housing.

Location
the site encloses an area of approximately 0.3ha 
and comprised the former Barnes coach depot and 
an associated parking area. it lies at approximately 
128m aod on the western side of aldbourne, to 
the southwest of the church of st michael, to the 
south and west of West street and to the north of 
castle street. aldbourne is set in chalk downland 
at the confluence of six valleys, each dry apart from 
one leading to the southeast, which carries a stream 
c. 5km to the river Kennet (stoodley et al. 2012, 

58). the underlying geology is mapped as new 
pit chalk of the turonian age (upper cretaceous) 
overlain by head (gravel, sand and clay) from the 
Quaternary age (BGs 2011).

Archaeological and 
historical background
the site is within an area of known archaeological 
interest (see stoodley et al. 2012, 58–60). there 
is considerable evidence for prehistoric activity 
including earthworks and field systems in the 
surrounding downland, and assemblages of neolithic 
and mesolithic flints and sherds of Bronze age 
pottery have been found just to the southwest of 
the site at pudley cottage, castle street (figure 1). 
aldbourne is c. 3km to the south of the major roman 
route of Ermin street, and a number of romano-
British artefacts have been found previously in 
the vicinity of the site including pottery at pudley 
cottage, at West street house just to the north of the 
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site and at manor farm to the west, and a bronze 
buckle and two coins were also found at the old 
rectory to the southeast. these materials suggest 
roman settlement nearby.

the village is first recorded as Aldincburnan in 
ad 970 (Gover et al. 1970). the earliest settlement 
may have been on gravel near the stream and 
to the south and southeast of the church (Wch 
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2012; crowley 1983). part of an early anglo-saxon 
(7th or early 8th-century) cemetery containing 
26 inhumation graves was excavated in 2007 on 
the southwest edge of the village, c. 450m to the 
southwest of the site (stoodley et al. 2012). the 
evaluation of the Barnes coaches depot site in 2008 
revealed two ditches, a single potsherd of possible 
anglo-saxon date being the only datable find from 
one of them (ca 2008).

in 1086 aldbourne was held by the king and 
had enough land for 45 plough teams. medieval 
tax assessments show that it was the wealthiest and 
most populous parish in the hundred. it is likely 
that a fire in c. 1220 destroyed the church, which was 
rebuilt (Wch 2012; crowley 1983). archaeological 
work at West street house also revealed evidence 
of medieval domestic activity to the rear of the 
historic street frontage (Whelen and laidlaw 2004), 
suggesting a potential for medieval remains within 
the current site.

Between the mid-16th and mid-17th century 
the population of the village may have doubled in 
size. there were houses in castle street in the 16th 
century and probably earlier, and also farmsteads 
beside West street. West street is first mentioned 
in 1614. the village expanded in the 17th century 
and continued to prosper as an industrial centre in 
the 18th century, but the early 19th century brought 
several disasters including a flood in 1811 and fires in 
1817 and 1819 (Wch 2012; crowley 1983). William 
cobbett, who passed through the village on one of 
his rides in 1826, described it as a ‘decaying place’ 
(cobbett 1932). ordnance survey maps from 1886 
(figure 2) to 1975 show that the site was largely 
open on its western side, with buildings of various 
configurations mainly to the east. the western side 
of the site is shown as a coal yard in 1975. Barnes 
coaches depot was established on the site in 1920 and 
remained until 2006 (parish Website 2012).
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Fieldwork method
a single trench 36m long and up to 16m wide was 
excavated around the only evaluation trench to 
have revealed archaeologically significant remains. 
following removal of the paved yard surface and 
topsoil by mechanical excavator, archaeological 
features were hand-excavated. human remains 
were fully excavated. discrete features (postholes, 
pits) were sampled by hand excavation (average 
sample 50%) except where they were unlikely to yield 
significant new information. linear features were 
sampled to a minimum of 20%. priority was given 
to sealed assemblages related to the chronological 
sequence of the site. the archive will be deposited 
with Wiltshire heritage museum, which has agreed 
in principle to accept the archive. the ca site code 
for the project is BcY11.

Results

Fieldwork summary

Evidence was recovered for later prehistoric, 
romano-British (two phases), medieval, post-
medieval and modern activity. features included 
a grave, pits, postholes, ditches, a well, and 
modern services (figure 3). natural chalk was 
identified across the whole of the excavation 
area at approximately 0.65m below the existing 
ground surface, and showed considerable modern 
disturbance (particularly in the northeast half of 
the site).

Later prehistoric
Evidence for later prehistoric activity consisted 
of a pit and a few sherds of pottery. pit (4162) at 
the southwest edge of the trench (0.43m in width 
and 0.22m in depth) contained a single fill from 
which was recovered grog-tempered pottery of late 
prehistoric date (possibly into the 1st century ad). 
two sherds of similarly dated coarse fossil-shell-
tempered pottery were recovered from the fill of 
otherwise undated pit (4231), which cut through 
the fills of an early romano-British ditch (4022). 
a sherd of late Bronze age/Early iron age pottery 
was also recovered as a residual find from medieval 
pit (4238).

Romano-British
there were two distinct phases of romano-British 
activity: an early phase comprised a pair of ditches, 
a pit and a child’s grave, all dating to the 1st or 2nd 
century ad; the later phase was represented by a 
single large pit of late 3rd or 4th-century ad date.

the two early phase ditches were first recorded 
in the evaluation trench. ditch (4026) was aligned 
northeast/southwest, was at least 4m long, 0.55m 
wide and 0.28m deep, and contained pottery of mid 
or later 1st century ad date. it terminated to the 
north of east/west ditch (4022), which was at least 
13.5m long, up to 0.6m wide, 0.2m in depth and 
continued beyond the limit of excavation to the west. 
pottery of 1st century ad to 2nd century ad date 
was recovered from its fills, with a small quantity 
of intrusive post-medieval pottery. no anglo-
saxon pottery, as found during the evaluation, 
was recovered. the ditches are interpreted as field 
enclosures or land boundaries that continued to 
the north of the excavation. to the southeast of the 
ditches, pit (4219) also contained a single sherd of 
pottery of mid or later 1st century ad date. some 
undated features may also be of early roman-
British origin (see Undated, below).

a short distance to the east of ditch (4026) was 
grave (4003), which was aligned broadly north/
south and continued beyond the northern limit 
of excavation. it contained the truncated skeleton 
(sK4212) of a 1- to 2-year-old infant (see Human 
Remains, below). the skeleton was lying in a supine 
position in a north/south orientation. there was no 
ceramic dating from the grave but a radiocarbon 
determination from the skeleton of 1–175 cal. 
ad (1920±35 Bp; δ13c = -19.9; δ15n = 10.3) 
(suErc-40452) places it within the Early roman 
period.

the later phase pit (4046) was southeast of 
ditch (4022). it was roughly circular in shape and 
relatively large, being 2.25m across and 2m deep. 
it produced the largest group of romano-British 
pottery from the site (50 sherds), probably of ad 
270 or later date. residual romano-British pottery 
was also recovered from medieval pit (4238), post-
medieval pit (4098) and modern disturbance.

Medieval
medieval remains comprised a truncated ditch 
and several pits. ditch (4073) was aligned north/
south and was 0.63m in width, 0.23m in depth and 
survived to 2.75m in length. a sherd of medieval 
flint-tempered cooking pot was recovered from its 
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Fig. 3  Plan of excavated features. Scale 1: 1250

fill. the pits ranged in size from 0.3m to 2.4m in 
width, 0.07m to 2m in depth and contained small 
amounts of medieval material consistent with 
the disposal of domestic waste, predominantly 
cooking-pot fragments of c. 12th to 14th-century 
range. pits (4226) and (4061) were to the north and 
south of ditch (4073) respectively and appeared to 
continue its alignment; pit (4238) was truncated by 
post-medieval pit (4242). further medieval pottery 
was recovered as residual finds from a number of 
post-medieval features.

Post-medieval
post-medieval remains comprised a well and 
numerous pits, ranging in size from 0.3m to 3.1m 
wide and 0.2m to 1.5m deep, which contained 
artefacts that suggested the disposal of both 
domestic waste and building debris, including tile 
and brick fragments. these included a cluster of 
pits in the centre of the site around large pit (4031), 
several of which contained residual romano-
British and medieval ceramics. to the east of 
this group, well (4087) had been cut through the 
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natural chalk and later backfilled with chalk rubble 
that included domestic pottery, glass and ceramic 
building debris. the well superstructure was of 
lime-mortared rough-hewn chalk blocks. it was 1m 
in diameter internally but was not fully excavated, 
being more than 2m deep.

Undated
a number of features yielded no dating evidence, 
including a pair of linear features - (4106) and 
(4217) - in the southwest corner of the trench and a 
pair of small pits either side of ditch (4022) (figure 
3). the linear features are interpreted as possible 
enclosure ditches and may have been contemporary 
with the romano-British ditches to the north, 
with which they share similar alignments. the 
relationship between pits (4001) and (4024) (both 
artefactually undated) and ditch (4022) could not 
be determined due to the similarity of their fills, 
although this suggests that the pits they may have 
been contemporary, and therefore also romano-
British. pit (4001) is significant as it contained a 
fragment of human skull that appears to have been 
modified (see Human Remains, below).

Modern
a number of modern features were identified 
and recorded in plan but the majority were not 
excavated. they contained large quantities of 
modern artefacts including domestic pottery, 
glass, iron objects and ceramic building material. 
a concentration of large intercutting refuse pits 
was noted in the eastern half of the site, a number 
of these contained corroded automobile parts 
suggesting they probably relate to the 20th-century 
use of the site by Barnes coaches. modern sewers, 
culverts, inspection pits and pipes also related to 
the site’s former use as a coach depot.

Finds

The Pottery, by E. R. McSloy

Brief fabric descriptions are provided, with detailed 
descriptions available in the archive. Where 
applicable for roman types, references are given to 
national roman fabric reference collection codes 
(tomber and dore 1998).

ls: limestone-tempered
shEll: coarse shell-tempered

QZ: quartz-tempered 
GroG: wheelthrown grog-tempered 
flint: fine calcined flint inclusions 
sav Gt: savernake grog-tempered (tomber and dore 

1998, 191)
sav Gtf: savernake variant with sparse fine grog and 

some limestone
dor BB1: dorset Black-Burnished ware (ibid., 127)
loc GW: local hard ‘metallic’ greyware with common 

quartz
loc GWf: local fine greyware
loc Bs: sandy reduced ware with dark grey surfaces
loc BB: coarser, dark grey-firing ‘Black-burnished 

‘imitations’
oxf rs: oxford red-slipped ware (ibid., 176)
alh rE: alice holt/farnham greyware (ibid., 138)
loc ox: local sandy oxidized fabric
EG sam: East Gaulish samian ware (ibid., 39–41)

Late Prehistoric 
a total of four sherds (63g) of late prehistoric pottery 
was recovered (table 1). a bodysherd in a handmade, 
quartz-tempered fabric with sparse calcareous 
inclusions redeposited in medieval pit (4238) was 
the sole evidence for late Bronze age/Early iron 
age activity. the sherd exhibits a patchy, red-
coloured surface (slip?), a feature of pottery of the all 
cannings style (cunliffe 2005, 90–2) characteristic 
of the period in the region. Broad late prehistoric 
dating, possibly into the 1st century ad, can be 
applied to three plain sherds in quartz-tempered, 
coarse fossil-shell or limestone-tempered fabrics 
from pits (4162) and (4231). 

Roman 
the roman group (84 sherds, 1436g) relates to four 
features, with further material, including a sherd of 
east Gaulish samian (form 31r), residual in medieval 
or later deposits (table 1). the condition of the 
stratified roman group is good with little surface 
loss or abrasion. average sherd weight is moderately 
high for a roman group at 17g.

pottery from ditches (4022) and (4026) and 
pit (4219) suggests dating in the mid or later 1st 
century ad. all comprise local types: savernake 
ware and a fine flint-tempered type in the silchester 
ware tradition (fulford and timby 2000, 239–43). 
identifiable forms for both types comprise mainly 
high-shouldered, neckless storage jars with bead 
rims. additionally from ditch (4026) is a shouldered 
bowl in a fine savernake variant, which is close to 
vessels from oare (swan 1975, nos 40–5).

pit (4046) produced the largest roman group (50 
sherds). the pottery from this feature is markedly 
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different in character from that already described, 
consisting mainly of hard sandy greywares considered 
to be of fairly local manufacture. regional wares are 
also present as dorset Black-Burnished ware, oxford 
red-slipped ware and alice holt/farnham greywares. 
the latter is a white-slipped cordoned and necked 
jar (class 1a: lyne and Jefferies 1979, 37–88). 
vessel forms among the ‘local’ greywares comprise 
neckless/everted-rim jars, conical flanged bowls 
and curved-sided/plain-rim dishes. decoration is 
common as burnished diagonal or lattice to the 
interior of the dishes and scored wavy motifs to the 
shoulder/girth region of the jars. the decoration 
resembles that seen with the major late roman 
greyware industries including alice holt/farnham 
(ibid.). dating after c. ad 270 is probable for the 
group based on the represented forms and the traded 
ware types present. further pottery of this date was 
found residually in medieval or later deposits and 
includes an oxford parchment-ware sherd from dish 
form p15 (Young 1977, 85, fig. 26) and an oxford 
red-slipped bowl sherd, probably of bowl form c75 
(ibid., 167, fig. 62).

Medieval and later
the medieval group amounts to only 36 sherds 
(427g), recovered from 17 deposits. a strap handle 
fragment from a jug of probably southeast Wiltshire 
type (laverstock) and a further glazed bodysherd 
were residual in a post-medieval feature. the 
remainder of the assemblage comprises unglazed 
coarsewares, the majority cooking-pot types with 
flint inclusions of east Wiltshire/Kennet valley 

type (mellor 1994, 100–6). dating for such material 
is broad, in the c. 12th to 14th-century range. 
identifiable vessel forms are mainly jars, including 
examples with ’developed’ everted rims. a vessel in 
east Wiltshire type coarseware with a flanged rim 
with wavy comb decoration is probably a bowl. post-
medieval and modern pottery was recovered from 21 
deposits and amounts to 123 sherds (2582g). Glazed 
earthenwares and refined whitewares dominate, 
dating to the 18th to 19th centuries.

Human Bone, by Jonny Geber

Introduction and methodology
human remains were found in two contexts: a 
partial infant skeleton (sK 4212) from grave 4003, 
and a single modified adult parietal bone from 
the fill of undated pit (4001). the remains were 
subject to full osteological and palaeopathological 
analysis, following agreed national and international 
professional standard praxis (Brickley and mcKinley 
2004; Buikstra and ubelaker 1994). age-at-death of 
the non-adult skeleton was determined from dental 
development and eruption (Broadbent et al. 1975; 
moorrees et al. 1963). the adult skull fragment 
was aged based on the stage of sutural obliteration 
(meindl and lovejoy 1985) and diploë expansion 
(Gejvall in sigvallius 1994, 10).

Skeleton 4212
the skeleton was of a 1 to 2-year-old child (4212) 
and moderately well preserved, with some cortical 
erosion of the long bones. What remained were 
skull fragments, the vertebral column, the ribs, right 
scapula, left arm bones and fragments of the right ulna 
and some hand phalanges. this skeleton displayed 
patches of active porotic hyperostosis on the parietal 
bones of the cranial vault and porous hyperostosis 
on the roof of the right orbit (eye socket). these 
pathologies indicate that the individual suffered 
from metabolic disease and nutritional deficiencies 
at the time of death. porotic hyperostosis on the 
cranial vault is usually attributed to iron deficiency 
anaemia (stuart-macadam 1989; 1992), although in 
this particular case there was no evidence of diploic 
expansion, which is considered a prerequisite for 
such a diagnosis (see ortner 2003). the hyperostosis 
of the right orbit indicates localised haemorrhage 
due to micro-trauma at the insertion points of the 
superior eye muscles (M. levator palpebrae superioris). 
While orbital lesions (cribra orbitalia) are also 
commonly attributed to iron deficiency anaemia 

table 1: pottery summary (late prehistoric and roman)

pit 
4231

ditch 
4026

ditch 
4022

pit 
4046

pit 
4219 other

Fabric Ct. Wt. Ct. Wt. Ct. Wt. Ct. Wt. Ct. Wt. Ct. Wt.
ls - - - - - - - - - - 1 1
qz 1 1 - - - - - - - - 1 44
shell 1 17 - - - - - - - - - -
grog - - - - 2 38 - - - - - -
sav gt - - 11 179 1 20 4 59 1 52 3 17
sav gtf - - 3 32 - - - - - - - -
flint - - 1 4 6 190 1 11 - - - -
alh gw - - - - - - 2 51 - - - -
dor bb1 - - - - - - 1 10 - - - -
eg sa - - - - - - - - - - 1 4
loc gw - - - - - - 27 484 - - 1 5
loc gwf - - - - - - 2 18 - - - -
loc bb - - - - - - 2 119 - - - -
loc bs - - - - - - 8 85 - - - -
loc ox - - - - - - 2 31 - - 1 1
oxf pa - - - - - - - - - - 1 13
oxf rs - - - - - - 1 1 - - 2 12
Total 2 18 15 215 9 248 50 869 1 52 11 97
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(ibid.), the type of hyperostosis observed in this 
skeleton is more often reported in association with 
scurvy (Brickley and ives 2006; Geber and murphy 
2012), which is a more likely aetiology in this case. 
this suggestion is also supported by recent research 
by Walker et al. (2009), who have concluded that 
scurvy or vitamin B12 deficiency is the most likely 
cause to these lesions rather than anaemia.

scurvy is caused by a lack of vitamin c, which is 
obtained from fresh vegetables and fruit, with smaller 
quantities present in milk and raw meat. unlike most 
animals, humans are biologically unable to convert 
glucose to vitamin c and therefore are dependent 
on dietary intake (Brickley and ives 2008). vitamin 
c is required for mature collagen formation, and is 
essential for virtually all bodily functions. consistent 
lack of the vitamin will result in severe muscle 
and joint pain, often resulting in pseudo-paralysis. 
if left untreated, scurvy may eventually result in 
death, usually caused by a ruptured aorta or cardiac 
arrest. historically, scurvy accompanied periods 
of famine and political and social unrest, but it 
would also have been common annually before the 
new vegetable crops could be harvested. current 
medical research suggest that subclinical scurvy is 
in fact quite common today (hoffer and saul 2008, 
96), and it would therefore be reasonable to assume 
that it was considerably more prevalent during the 
roman period (cool 2006, 24).

Modified parietal bone fragment
a find of particular interest is an adult skull vault 
fragment (figure 4) found in the fill (4002) of 
undated pit (4001). this seemingly curated part of 
a right parietal bone (81mm by 57mm) comprises 
the postero-lateral quarter of the original bone. 
the fragment displays the medial portion of the 
right lambdoid suture, which is completely open 
suggesting an age-at-death of less than about 40 
years. the relative thickness of the diploë layer 
indicates that this individual was between 20–40 
years at the time of death.

the bone appears to have been polished through 
handling, perhaps intentionally polished with oil or 
wax (see crummy 1981, 283). While there is recent 
damage to the superior and anterior portions, the 
inferior edge is worn in a slight concave angle. 
this edge polishing is clearly anthropomorphic and 
at a slight endocranial angle, and may have been 
performed around the entire fragment, but this is 
impossible to determine due to post-depositional 
damage. there is a small angular cut mark (8mm 
by 1.5mm) on the endocranial surface to the edge 
of the fragment by the supero-anterior corner, next 
to a recently broken edge. a second small, notched 
cut (1.5mm deep) is present on the endocranial edge 
of the infero-posterior corner of the polished edge, 
adjacent to the lambdoid suture. a possible third 
very fine knife cut mark is also noticeable transverse 
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Fig. 4   Bone fragment.

Fig. 4  Bone fragment
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across the cross-section of the polished edge, towards 
the anterior portion.

as a partial fragment, it is difficult to interpret its 
use and why it was polished. few cases of modified 
human cranial bones are known from published 
archaeological literature. a famous case involves 
three skull-cups found in upper palaeolithic 
deposits at Gough’s cave in somerset, currently 
also the oldest dated in the world (Bello et al. 2011). 
classical sources indicate that skull-cups were used 
by the scythian tribes, and their production was part 
of one of several post-mortem body modification 
cultural practices. archaeological evidence of a 
possible ‘skull-cup workshop’ is suggested at the 
fortified settlement at Bel’sk in the ukraine (rolle 
1980). modified human skull vault fragments 
are occasionally reported, and there is a case of a 
modified adult frontal bone, which displayed several 
cut marks and a small drill hole, from the romano-
British settlement site at Gill mill, oxfordshire 
(louise loe, pers. comm.). there are also several 
reported cases from various places around the world; 
such as the pacific islands and north america, 
where some are believed to have been used as tools 
(cybulski 1978; storey 2008).

the most obvious parallels from archaeological 
contexts have been reported from the netherlands, 
where several skull vault fragments shaped as 
shallow cups have been found. these are believed 
to have been cut after death, and therefore not from 

in vivo trephinations, and used for ritual purposes. 
the dutch examples, which are made from parietal 
and frontal bones, are considered to date to the 
late 1st millennium Bc/early 1st millennium ad 
(Bronger 1967; nieuwhof in press), and therefore 
considerably younger than the British example from 
Gough’s cave. the date of the aldbourne specimen 
is unclear but it is possibly Early roman, which may 
indicate that the making and use of skull-cups – if 
that is indeed what the fragment from aldbourne 
represents – was taking place in Britain at broadly 
the same time as in the netherlands. 

Animal Bone, by Jonny Geber

animal bone from roman, medieval and post-
medieval deposits comprised 82 fragments weighing 
2007g (table 2 shows those from roman and medieval 
deposits). identification to species was possible for 
61 fragments (74.39%), weighing 1909.43g (95.64%). 
the small quantity of animal bone inhibits 
interpretation of husbandry economy.

Roman
animal bones of the roman period were recovered 
from ditches (4022) and (4026), and from pits (4046) 
and (4219). the material is dominated by cattle 
(Bos taurus), with fewer remains of caprovine (Ovis 
aries/Capra hircus), pig (Sus sp.) and horse (Equus 

table 2. mammal species and skeletal elements by period. 
Bos = cattle; s/G = caprovine; sus = pig; EQu = horse; indet. = indeterminable. 

Element
Roman Medieval
BOS S/G SUS EQU Indet. BOS S/G SUS EQU Indet.

horn core 1 - - - - - - - - -
cranial - 1 1 - - - - - - -
teeth - 1 - - - 1 2 - - -
mandible 1 2 1 - - - 1 - - -
thor. vertebra - - - - - - 1 - - -
ribs 3 - - - - 1 2 - - -
scapula - 1 - - - - 1 - - -
humerus 1 - - - - 1 - - - -
radius - - - 1 - 1 1 - - -
metacarpal 1 - - - - - - - - -
coxae - - - - - 1 - - - -
femur - - - - - 1 - 1 1 -
tibia 1 - - - - 2 1 1 1 -
centro-tarsal - - - - - 1 - - - -
metatarsal - - - 1 - - 2 -
phalanx 1 2 1 - - - 2 - - - -
phalanx 3 1 - - - - - - - - -
indet. - - - - 19 - - - - 11

Total 11 6 2 2 19 11 11 2 2 11
Weight (g) 411.40 38.98 22.18 212.67 44.62 839.22 40.44 1.40 339.18 52.44
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caballus), all from mature animals (table 2). two 
bones of a common toad (Bufo bufo), a left femur 
and tibio-fibula, identified from ditch (4026) are 
likely to be a modern intrusion given that toads are 
a burrowing species (Wells 2007).

the cattle, caprovine and pig remains are 
dominated by meat-poor elements. there are no cut 
marks, but the anatomical distribution suggests that 
they represent primary butchery waste, rather than 
food refuse. a complete cattle metacarpal, likely to 
be from a cow (chaplin 1971), generates an estimated 
living shoulder height of 112cm (fock 1966) and fits 
well with cattle size estimates from contemporaneous 
animal bone assemblages (e.g. luff 1993). horse 
bones, comprising of the diaphysis of a left radius 
and a right metatarsal fragment from a mature 
animal, were present in pit 4046. 

Medieval and post-medieval
the species identified from medieval and post-
medieval deposits were cattle, caprovine, pig, horse 
(table 2), goose (Anser anser) and fish (Pisces sp.); 
all recovered from pits. cattle and caprovine bones 
included both meat-rich and meat-poor elements, 
and are likely to represent both primary butchery 
waste and kitchen refuse. 

The Plant Macrofossil and Charcoal 
Remains, by Sarah Cobain

only three features were found with sufficient 
material to be sampled. two were post-medieval in 
date and a third not securely dated. the samples 
were assessed with details held in archive. in 
summary, all three samples contained carbonised 
cereals, vetch/vetchlings and weeds of disturbed 
ground. charcoal was identified as oak, ash (Fraxinus 
excelsior), hawthorn/rowan/crab apple, alder/hazel 
(Alnus glutinosa/Corylus avellana) and hazel.

Discussion
as might be expected close to chalk downland with 
widespread monumental and artefactual evidence, 
the site produced evidence for later prehistoric 
activity. romano-British activity is also confirmed, 
with ceramic evidence and the radiocarbon date of 
1–175 cal. ad for the infant burial indicating early 
romano-British occupation; the largest assemblage 

of pottery dates to c. ad 270 or later. the burial, 
ditches, pits and locally produced pottery, together 
with romano-British artefacts previously found in 
the vicinity further substantiate romano-British 
settlement nearby. the human bone evidence is of 
particular interest, with the child burial providing 
probable evidence for scurvy and the parietal bone 
fragment suggestive of the making of skull cups in 
Early roman Britain.

archaeological work in 2004 immediately to 
the north of the site at West street house revealed 
medieval domestic activity behind the historic street 
frontage with a potential for further medieval activity 
within the Barnes coaches site. a small number of 
pits yielded sufficient ceramics to indicate a medieval 
date, while others were post-medieval in date.

Written evidence suggests that castle street and 
West street were developed in the 16th century; so 
it is interesting that ceramics from the site include 
medieval material of 12th- to 14th-century date. 
although the area is depicted largely as open land 
in the 19th century, the 1889 and 1924 1:2500 maps 
appear to show structures at the western side as 
well as facing the main road. Given the location of 
the trench, close to but not immediately, behind 
the street frontages of castle street and West street 
(some 50m or more away) this probably indicates 
occasional use by householders for manuring and 
refuse disposal. despite considerable modern 
disturbance (particularly in the eastern half of 
the site), the excavation has added further to the 
gradual accumulation of archaeological knowledge 
of aldbourne. 
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