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infilling (137/37) of the Period I military gully 
137/Fl9 came a fragment of iron-rich fuel ash slag 
with adhering hearth lining, and a second fragment 
of hearth lining. From the Period 2.1 silt 137/33 
came a tuyere (diameter c.20-30mm); a fragment of 
hearth lining with attached dense iron slag, and a 
fragment of iron-rich fuel ash slag. From the infilling 
of the Period 2.2/2.3 pit 137/F2 (layers 137/40, 22) 
fragments were recovered of a second tuyere 

(diameter c.40mm); five hearth bottoms; hearth 
lining and smithing slag. The slag fragments from 
the site were mainly produced by iron smithing, 
although one piece of tap slag from 137/22 may 
indicate smelting in the vicinity. The two tuyeres 
(holes in the hearth or furnace wall where bellows 
providing air to the fire were attached) had diameters 
which are typical for iron-working. 

TABLE 7: PALAEOBOTANICAL REMAINS FROM 2-8 CHESTER STREET {SITE 1980/137) 

Sample No 
Context 

Taxa 

FUMARIACEAE 
Fumaria officina/is L. 

PAPILIONACEAE 
Vicia sp. 
Trifolium sp. 

POLYGONACEAE 
Rumexsp. 

CORYLACEAE 
Corylus avellana L. 

JUNCACEAE 
Juncussp. 

GRAMINEAE 
Bromus secalinuslmollis 
Tricitum spelta L. 
Triticum spelta (spikelet) 
Triticum spelta (glumes) 
Triticum dicoccum Schubl. 
Triticum 
aestivumlcompactum 
Triticum 
aestivumlcompactum (rachis) 
Triticum species 
Hordeum vu/gare L. 
Hordeum vulgare L. (rachis) 
Avena cf sativa 

Cereal sp. 

GRAMINEAE species 

C = carbonised 
F = fragments 
* = samples of c. I OOOmls 
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THE THEATRE 

EXCAVATIONS DIRECTED BY J. S. W ACHER 1962 
AND A. D. McWHIRR 1966-8 

Neil Holbrook and Alan Thomas 

INTRODUCTION 

Five separate excavations took place in the triangle of 
land bordered by Dollar Street, Coxwell Street and 
Thomas Street between 1962 and 1968 (Sites AP, BS, 
BW, CE, CL). This area lay within insula XXX in 
the angle formed by the north-west town defences and 
Ermin Street as it approached the Gloucester Gate. A 
total of sixteen trenches were excavated, although the 

98. Plan of the probable theatre (Sites AP, BS, BW, CE, CL) 

precise locations of trenches CEI and 11 shown on Fig. 
98 cannot now be fixed with total confidence. Interim 
accounts of each of the seasons have been published 
(Wacher 1963, 22; Brown and McWhirr 1967, 194-5; 
Brown and McWhirr 1969, 235), although it is 
noteworthy that it was not until 1966 that the 
interpretation as a theatre became apparent. 

The excavations found two curving concentric 
walls. These are described trench by trench, 

0 50m 
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99. The inner corridor wall of the probable theatre at Dollar Street Trench BWVllooking south-east. The foundations of a 
radial wall abut the inner (right) face of the corridor wall. Scale in feet 

followed by a brief summary of deposits found in 
other trenches in the vicinity. 

THE OUTER WALL 

TrenchAPII 
Gently curving flat-laid wall footings, 2m wide, were 
revealed. All upper courses had been robbed. A 
series of medieval pits, gravel surfaces and wall 
footings were found at the northern end of the trench. 

Trench AP//1 
The same robber trench 2m wide was found, the 
footings having been partially robbed here as well. 
No obvious curvature of the wall was apparent. 

Trench BWIV 
Above pitched footings a single mortared course of 
walling, 1.67m wide and faced on both sides, was 
found. A second wall (not shown on Fig. 98) lay at a 
right angle to the outer face of this wall. Its 
dimensions are uncertain, although it was cut to the 
same depth as the other wall. A series of floor levels 
survived within the north-western corner of the 
trench (i.e. within the corridor between the two 
concentric walls), although their relationship with 
the wall had been destroyed. The floors formed a 
sequence 0.91 m thick, the lowest surface being of 
opus signinum, later surfaces of clay, mortar and 
stone. No dating evidence was recovered. 

THE INNER WALL 

Trench BWVI 
A mortared wall 1.83m wide, faced on both sides, 
survived to a maximum height often courses. It had 
a slight, but noticeable, curvature on its inner face 
(Figs. 99-1 00). Traces of another wall, at a right 
angle to, and butting the inner face of the main wall, 
were recorded at foundation level. The dimensions 
of this wall are uncertain as the point of intersection 
between the two walls had been heavily disturbed. A 
sequence of floor levels was also found but their 
position within the trench is unclear. 

Trench CEI 
Robbing had removed all courses, including the 
footings, of the curving wall, although more 
survived of a radial wall which met its inner face at 
right angles. The radial wall was 1.1 m wide above a 
narrow offset on either face. Within the area of the 
trench it appeared that the wall narrowed in width 
towards the centre of the theatre. The wall survived 
to a maximum height of three courses above the 
offset, which was itself two courses (0.28m) high. 
The offset courses had been trench-laid, and cut 
through a sequence of earlier deposits. Overlying 
natural alluvial clay were probable make-up deposits 
of gravel, clay and silt beneath a compact stony 
surface. This was overlaid by burnt clay which was 
level with the top of the offset. It was covered with 
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100. The inner corridor wall of the probable theatre at 
Dollar Street Trench BWVIIooking north-west. Note the 
slight curvature of the inner (left) face of the wall. The 
foundations of the radial wall are visible next to the left 
section of the trench. Scale in feet 

mortar and gravel. No dating evidence was 
recovered from this sequence. 

Trench CEII 
Machine excavation of a trench 9.1 m long down to 
the surface of natural gravel revealed two fairly 
indistinct cuts into the natural which might have 
been the remnants of robber trenches for the two 
concentric walls, although this is not certain. 

NEIGHBOURING FEATURES AND 
DEPOSITS 

The observations are listed from north-east to 
south-west. 

Trench BWIII 
A trench was sited to intersect the line of Ermin 
Street. The area had been heavily disturbed by 
post-medieval cellars, and in only one spot did 
Roman layers survive. These were too disturbed to 
make identification certain though they were 
probably street material. 

Trench BWI/11 
Two largely robbed-out Roman walls forming a 
T-junction were found. One of these walls, which 

lay parallel with the projected line of Ermin Street, 
had large pitched stone footings, sealed by a flat 
surface of medium-sized stones 0.66m wide, 
overlaid by an orange sandy mortar. A fragment of a 
mortar floor, 20mm thick, was also present. 
Evidence of a presumably earlier timber building in 
the form of a beam-slot (parallel with Ermin Street), 
and a series of postholes, was also recovered. 

Trench BWV 
A wall 0.6 I m wide of uncertain date was noted. It 
consisted of pitched foundations with three 
surviving courses but its exact alignment is 
uncertain. A deposit of clay lay on either side of the 
wall. These features overlay sandy gravel which 
coincided with the level of the water table. 

Trench CL! 
This trench was only excavated to a depth of I. 7m 
and natural was not encountered. A cobbled surface 
associated with the largely robbed-out stub end of a 
stone wall, 0.51 m wide, was found. The cobbles 
were covered with clay, in turn sealed by a 
widespread layer of gravel containing mortar and 
plaster. All these deposits appear to be of Roman 
date. Underlying features were not excavated. 

TrenchAPIV 
No deposits which were certainly Roman were 
found, although stratified medieval deposits were 
present. 

TrenchAPI 
A series of gravel surfaces and pits were found. 

Trenches BSI-III 
The only Roman deposit recorded from these three 
trenches was a grey silty ?alluvial clay, 0.6-0.9m 
deep containing sherds of Roman pottery. Medieval 
deposits were found in trenches I and Ill. 

DISCUSSION 

When restored on plan the two walls form concentric 
sectors of a circle, slight discrepancies in their 
alignments perhaps being a combination of the true 
plan and slight errors in the surveying of the 
excavation trenches. The diameter of the outer face 
of the outer wall is approximately 66m, and the 
internal width of the corridor 3.5m. The wall which 
abutted the outer face of the outer wall in trench 
BWIV was perhaps part of a buttress. 

McWhirr (Brown and McWhirr 1967, 195) was 
the first to propose the interpretation as a theatre, and 
there seems little reason to doubt this identification. 
The only other class of circular, semi-circular or 
polygonal structure to which the remains might be 
ascribed is a temple (such as that in insula VII at 
Silchester; Boon 1974, 157), but the restored 
diameter is so large as effectively to rule this out 
(that at Silchester was 20m across). By comparison, 
the diameter of 66m fits well with that from other 
Romano-British theatres: Canterbury Period 2 (early 
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third century) 80m (Frere 1970), Colchester 71 m (P. 
Crummy 1982), and Veru/amium Period 4 (early 
fourth century) 57m (Kenyon 1934). 

In this case the two radial walls springing from the 
inner wall, which were only about 11 m apart, might 
have defined the sides of two adjacent entrance 
passages through the seating bank, as at Veru/amium 
and Canterbury. The opus signinum floor within the 
corridor also finds parallel at the latter site. 

Little is known about the urban topography of this 
part of the town. At Canterbury, Colchester and 
Veru/amium the theatres were intimately associated 
with temples set within substantial precincts. If such 
were the case here, the temple must have lain to the 
south-east given the proximity of the town defences. · 
There has been very little archaeological 
investigation within this area of the town, and even 

the disposition of the streets is uncertain. Certainly 
nothing has come to light which would militate 
against the presence of a temple precinct in this 
location, and if any evidential value can be attached 
to the general absence of mosaics and foundations 
recorded from the area, then it might accord with a 
significant open space. The location of the theatre on 
the very periphery of the town is unusual, although 
Wacher (in /itt.) suggests that if it was associated 
with a temple which had a native, pre-Roman origin, 
but which was updated and augmented within the 
Roman period, then this would have dictated its 
position. To date, however, virtually no evidence has 
been recovered for late Iron Age activity on the site 
adopted for the Roman town (Darvill and Holbrook 
1994, 49). 

THE AMPHITHEATRE 

EXCAVATIONS DIRECTED BY J. S. WACHER 1962-3 
AND A. D. McWHIRR 1966 

Neil Holbrook 

The amphitheatre today stands as prominent grass 
covered mounds about 160m south-west of the line 
of the Roman town defences (Fig. I 0 I). The 
monument, known locally as the Bull Ring, is 
currently within the guardianship of English Heritage 
and Cotswold District Council. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

by Lucy Wheeler 

The amphitheatre lies within the area known as the 
Quems (a derivative of the Old English 'crundels' 
meaning quarry; Smith 1964, 65; Borden 1982, 264), 
and has been recorded with interest by antiquarians 
and topographers since the 1540s. 

There are a number of explanations as to how the 
amphitheatre acquired its name the 'Bullring'. In 
1780, Samuel Rudder, a local historian, suggested 
that from its name 'it may be inferred that it has 
sometimes been used for that barbarous diversion of 
bull-baiting, now so justly exploded and laid aside' 
(Rudder 1780). The Rev John Skinner, a prolific 
diarist and keeper of journals (Viner 1983-4, 14 ), 
saw the name in a different light: 'the term Bul is 
purely British: it has no affinity whatever to the 
animal going by the name of Bull, who might have 
been baited as cruelly by the Britons, as he is by their 
descendants, but of this I believe, we have no record; 101. View across the arena of the amphitheatre towards the 
but the term Bull implied an agger or bank thrown up south-west entrance. 
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to defend the fords or passes into the county ebul or 
Bul' (Skinner 1824). 

In August , 1868 the British Archaeological 
Association visited Cirencester, and in an account 
of the meeting published in the Wiltshire and 
Gloucester Standard newspaper it was recorded 

'Mr Richard Mullings ..... said it may not be 
uninteresting to some persons present to know how 
the amphitheatre came to be designated its ·present 
name. Late in the seventeenth century, or early in the 
eighteenth, a society was raised in Cirencester in 
favour of the Pretender, called the Jacobite Club, of 
which club he now had the honour of being a 
member. Their meetings were held at an inn called 
the 'Bull', and there upon record an entry stating that 
a sum of money was voted for the purchase of a bull. 
That bull was doubtless baited in the Amphitheatre 
which had since been called the 'Bullring' .' The 
minute book for this club demonstrates that it was in 
existence before 1745. The only other reference to 
the origin of the name comes from Beecham who 
considered that it derived from 'the disgraceful 
custom ofbull baiting in 'the good times" (Beecham 
1887, 260-1). 

The opinion that the 'Bullring' was a Roman 
amphitheatre has not always been agreed on. In his 
visit to Cirencester in c.1540, Le land (1964, 10 1-2) 
is undoubtedly referring to the amphitheatre when he 
remarks that' ... in the south west side ofthe wall be 
lykelyod hath bene a castel or sum other great 
building, the hilles and ditches yet remayne. Sum say 
that it was the place wher sege was laide to the town .. '. 

In 1723 William Stukeley visited Cirencester but 
he made no mention of the amphitheatre, although 
on his other travels he records the amphitheatres at 
Richborough, Dorchester and Silchester (Stukeley 
1880). In 1779 Samuel Rudder came closer to its true 
function when he described it as 'an elliptical form 
..... Round it .is a mound or wall of earth, thrown up 
to the height of about twenty feet, sloped on. the 
inside with so much exactness as to manifest the 
hand of care and design: and I am of the opinion, that 
there were originally rows of seats, or steps, one 
below the other, from top to bottom; but time has 
much defaced them. There are two avenues to this 
area, (east and west) and on the north side also is 
another straight approach, between two stone walls, 
lately discovered by people digging for stone.· It is 
directed to the centre of the area and about thirty 
inches wide between the walls, which were probably 
designed to keep up the high bank of earth on each 
side, Probably this is a Roman theatre, or else. one of 
those places where ·anciently people met at the 
Gurimawrs (Scriptures) which were held in spacious 
places, inclosed with earthen banks, having room 
sufficient for thousands of people within. But 
tradition is silent as to the use of it: nor do I find the 
place itself taken notice of anywhere in history' 
(Rudder 1779, 349). · 
· At one time or another the amphitheatre was 

indeed used for preaching. 'Mr Whitfield preached 
to a numerous audience in this place, when he was so 
follow~d in this country about the year 1742; and 

certainly there · could not be found a more 
commodious spot for this purpose' (Rudder 1800, 
69-70). 

A year after the publication of his first thoughts on 
the site, Rudder produced a revised account which 
for the first time identified the site as an 
amphitheatre. His term 'probably this is a Roman 
theatre' in the 1779 account was altered to 'this is so 
exactly coincident with the amphitheatre of the 
ancients, that if it be not a Roman work, (and the 
materials of which it is composed furnish no 
reasonable doubt against such conjecture) it was 
evidently intended for public spectacles and 
exhibition, such as tilts and tournaments, ancient 
stage plays and public diversions' (Rudder 1800, 
69-70). Later writers such as Cooke (.1821) and 
Buckman and Newmarch (1850) thereafter largely 
followed Rudder's account. 

The first recorded archaeological excavations of 
the amphitheatre were undertaken by the Rev John 
Skinner in 1824. On visiting Cirencester he bought 
Rudder's 'History', and learning about the rows of 
seats he wrote; 'I took with me one of the stable boys 
with a spade, as soon as breakfast was concluded, in 
order to examine minutely these said seats. I must 
confess I was not very sanguine as to the success of 
our operations, as I approached the scene of action; 
and on digging in every possible direction, not one 
stone seat, nor appearance of a stone seat could we 
find. Indeed, I do not believe it was a Roman work 
but belonged solely to the British under their 
command who were permitted to continue their 
religious rites, as they were accustomed to do 
without the interference of their conquerors; and 
these buildings, or earthworks, were no other than 
the places of assembly of these people' (Skinner 
1,824). In his descriptions Skinner also talks of the 
large quarries 'close adjoining to this bullring' that 
were 'worked by the Romans, or rather by the 
Britons, officiating as their slaves', and . of a 
'Romanized British Cemetery'; components all 
confirmed by recent excavation (CEC 11). 

Excavations had also been conducted by Buckman 
at some date prior to 1869 'he (Buckman) had made 
a minute examination some years ago, and had 
excavated a section. There he had found fragments 
of pottery and some coins, the date ofwhich he could 
not remember, but he had no hesitation in 
pronouncing it to be really what it was called, - an 
amphitheatre. It was highly probable that. it was 
originally a quarry from which they had obtained 
stone for the erection of Corinium, but they had 
doubtle~s, without much diffic:ulty converted it into 
an amphitheatre' (J British Archaeol Assoc 1869, 
213). The location of the trench was not recorded, 
although a pronounced sinkage on the north-west 
side of the mound might indicate its position. 

A section . put through the banks of the 
amphitheatre in 1868 by T. C. Brown also resulted in 
disappointment 'he (Brown) had recently made a 
section of one of the banks, but found no stones or 
steps, such as had been found in similar 
amphitheatres in foreign countries. This, however, 
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did ·not alter his op1mon as to its being an 
amphitheatre, as he reflected that in this cold climate 
it would not be comfortable to be sitting on stone 
seats. He thought, therefore, that the seating must 
have been of wood, which in the course of centuries 
had perished' (J British Archaeol Assoc 1869, 
106-8). 

Of the members of the British Archaeological 
Association who visited the site in 1868 'not all were 
unanimous in believing it to be an amphitheatre -
other suggestions (a) 'an uncallowing, as it is now 
called, i.e. throwing the rubbish of the quarry to the 
nearest convenient spot' (Mr Roberts); (b) 'a Roman 
encampment and nothing more' (Mr Turner). The 
Rev J. G. Joyce, however, was in no doubt about the 
function of the amphitheatre as 'having had three 
years experience in excavating the interesting site at 
Silchester, he had no doubt in his own mind of this 
being an amphitheatre' (J British Archaeo/ Assoc 
1869, 106-8). 

In order to resolve the issue the Association 
proposed that further excavations should be 
conducted, although despite a renewed plea by 
0' Almaine in 1926 these never occurred. 
Excavation of a less than scientific nature evidently 
occurred during World War I, as Waddington later 
recalled 'I was told in February 1955, that during 
World War I, probably about 1916-17, that some 
youths dug a trench or tunnel into the side of the 
main mound of the Bull Ring and used to pull bushes 
over the entrance to prevent the game keepers seeing 
what was happening. At about 11 feet in they came 
upon a well built stone wall' (Waddington 1957). 

THE EXCAVATIONS (Fig.102) 

by Neil Holbrook 

Excavation of the amphitheatre commenced under 
the direction of J. S. Wacher in 1962, with a second 
sea5on in 1963. In 1966 a further season of work was 
directed by A. D. McWhirr. 

Nine trenches were opened in 1962 (ANI-IX) on 
the south-east side of the north-east entrance. The 
objectives of the campaign were to elucidate the date 
and method of construction of the amphitheatre. 
Exploration in this season could only be on a limited 
scale with a reduced work force owing to unexpected 
emergency excavations elsewhere in the town. In the 
following year a further five trenches (ANX-XIII, 
XVI) were excavated on the north-west side of the 
entrance. Two trenches (ANXIV and XV) lay 2.4m 
north of trench XIII where modem rubble proved to 
be up to 0.6m deep; little investigation occurred 
below this level. 

Three trenches were also opened within the 
north-eastern half of the arena (AUI-III). In 1966 a 
trench was placed across the seating bank (CA!), on 
the south-eastern side of the amphitheatre which also 
sought to locate a putative retaining wall for the rear 
of the bank (Fig. 1 03). In addition to the main trench, 
two smaller :trenches (CAIV-V) were opened to 
locate the arena wall so as to permit the accurate 

determination of its size and shape, and another 
(CAll) was placed to the south-west of the main 
trench to determine if the terraced retaining walls 
discovered there were continuous. One trench 
(CAlli) was excavated outside the south-western 
perimeter of the amphitheatre; little useful 
information was recovered. In 1974 a detailed 
contour survey of the monument at a scale of 1 : 1 00 
was undertaken by the Department of the 
Environment. 

Interim accounts have been published of the 
results of all three excavation seasons (Wacher 1963; 
1964; Brown and McWhirr 1967) and discussions of 
the findings in Wacher 1976; 1981; 1995. In 1992 
Lucy Wheeler completed a MA thesis at the 
University of Leicester concerned with the 
excavations. The stratigraphical analysis presented 
in the dissertation has facilitated the production of 
this account, although , there are significant 
differences in the phasing and interpretation 
presented here from that which she proposed. 

The main periods of activity defined in this report 
are as follows: 

Period 1: early second century 
Construction of original amphitheatre. 

Period 2: early to mid-second century 
Major rebuilding of the amphitheatre. 

Period 3a: mid to late second century 
Reconstruction of the north-east .entrance of the 
amphitheatre. 

Period 3b: ?later second century 
Addition of side chambers at the north-east entrance. 

Period 4: c.350-60 
Demolition of the side chambers, side walls and 
vault above the north-east entrance, and replacement 
by timber revetments; rebuilding of the arena wall. 

Period 5: first half of the fifth century 
Narrowing of the opening at the north-east entrance. 

PERIOD 1: CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
FIRST AMPHITHEATRE 
(early second century) 

Preparation OfThe Site 
The topography of the area surrounding the 
amphitheatre has been previously discussed (CEC 11, 
23-5). The. natural: form of the area has been much 
altered by Roman and later quarrying, but. in the 
pre-Roman period it appears to have been· an 
undulating limestone ridge which rose steeply 
towards the south from a natural depression found in 
the evaluation at the Waitrose site 150m to the north 
of the amphitheatre (p.1 0). Prior to the construction 
of the railway (and later the western reliefroad) a 
ridge ran from the site of the north-east entrance of 
the amphitheatre towards the site of the· Bath Gate 
(CEC 11, fig. 4); the northern side of the ridge was 
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Section A 

A 

Datum 11 O.om· AOO 

Section B 
B 

Datum 11 0.0~ ADD 
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I 02. ·Plan· of the amphitheatre based upon a survey in 197 4 by the Department of Environment. Contours at 0.5m intervals 
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I 03. Trenches CAI, 11, and V in the amphitheatre during excavation in 1966 

defined by the falling ground, the southern by a 
massive linear quarry which had eaten into the hill 
side. 

The site selected for the amphitheatre lay on the 
lower slopes of the ridge to the south of the natural 
depression which ran north-westwards from around 
Phoenix Way to the site of the Cattle Market. 
Significantly the site lay across the line of the 
south-west extension of the decumanus maximus of 
the town, as represented by the Fosse Way. But the 
course of the latter, emerging through the Bath 
Gate, respects the amphitheatre, suggd ,ting that it is 
a later diversion of the original line o~ the road (p. 
16). In 1963, at the very end of the e hvations, an 
attempt was made to find the und lying natural 
rock in trenches ANXI and X , but without 
success, despite a depth of over metre below the 
foundation level of the passM wall ; Jack of time, 
coupled with the treny_hes becoming dangerous, 
prevented further wOrk. All that was encountered 
was loose stone rubble, almost certainly quarry 
waste. It appears, therefore, that the amphitheatre 
was constructed in a disused quarry; certainly 
exploitation of the limestone around Cirencester 
had commenced during the military period (CEC 11 , 

31 ). Consequently, when construction started, it 
was possible to place the south-eastern sector of the 
cavea against the suitably-sculptured quarry face, 
so copying methods employed in several theatres 
and amphitheatres in Gaul (cf. the theatres at 
Vaison and Vienne, and the amphitheatres at Frejus 
and Trier; Grenier 1958). Quarry waste was 
seemingly used to level the floor of the arena, which 
was about 1.6m below the surrounding level , and 
also presumably to build the core of the 
north-western sector of the cavea. 

The Seating Bank (Cavea) 
The amphitheatre was formed from a large bank of 
quarry-upcast surrounding an elliptical arena. The 
bank was continuous, except where it was pierced by 
two opposing entrances in the north-east and 
south-west sides. It survives today as prominent 
grass covered mounds, 32-40m across and standing 
to a maximum height of 8.2m above the floor of the 
arena. The structure of the bank was examined 
south-east of the north-east entrance. Trench ANVIl 
Jay on the outer (rear) side of the bank (Fig. 1 04) 
with deposits sloping down towards the north-east. 
Here there was clear evidence for the bank being 
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107. Plans of amphitheatre Trenches CA I and CAll 

108. Amphitheatre Trench CA I, with the arena wall in the 
foreground and the terraces or the cave a beyond. Scale in 
feet 

constructed in a series of terraces formed by the 
pressing of flat stones into the underlying material. 
Three bands of slabs running laterally through the 
bank were found : ANVIl 4, ANVll I Oa and ANVll 
10. The small band of stones ANVIl lOa lay 0.6m 
higher than ANVIl 10, which was in turn 0.46m 
above the loose clay and stones ANVIl 11 which lay 
beyond it. It seems probable that the bank material 
was piled up in horizontal dumps, the flat stones 
providing some structure to its core. Sealing the 
slabs were further dumps of stone, clay and brash 
quarry waste ANVIII 8, 5, 13, 2/7. 

Further to the south-west (nearer the arena) the 
composition of the bank was also examined in 
trenches ANVIII and A NIX. In ANVIII the bank was 
composed of red clay ANVIII 3 and fragments of 
weathered limestone ANVIII 2, and a similar 
sequence of layers of rubble and brash sealed by 
thick dumps of red clay (up to 0.85m thick) was seen 
in ANIX. Here too, the clay was sealed by a deposit 
of limestone slabs set in yellow clay ANIX 5, up to 
0.5m thick, which seems to have been the upper 
surfacing of the bank. 

The most useful information concerning the form 
of the bank was obtained from trench CAI which lay 
on the south-east side of the arena and extended over 
the full width of the mound and down the rear face in 
an attempt to detect the putative outer retaining wall 
of the bank (Figs. I 06-7). The upper surface of the 
bank proved to have been terraced, the mass retained 
by drystone walls set into its surface (Figs. I 08-9). 

.. 
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109. Terraces E (foreground), F and G on the cavea in Trench CA!. Scale in feet 

110. The terraces on the cave a in Trench CAll. Scale in feet 
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Sixteen possible terraces of varying crudeness were 
identified in the trench, composed as follows: 

A: roughly worked stones, one course high. 
B: stones, one course high, 0.3m in diameter. 
C: one course composed of five roughly-hewn stones. 
D: two courses of stones; better finished than C. 
E: three courses of stones. 
F: three courses of stones of varying size. 
G: three courses of roughly worked stones. 
H: small stones. 
I: four courses of stones of varying sizes. 
J: two rows of worked stones, two courses high. 
K: small stones. 
L: roughly worked stones, larger stones at the front. 
M: row of stones. 
N: two rows of small stones. 
0: roughly-worked stones. 
P: roughly-set stones. 

Beyond the crest of the bank on the rearward side the 
solid grey clay and rubble core CAI 11 was overlaid 
by a hard white mortar-like layer containing large 
stones CAI 9 sandwiched between dumps of a hard 
sandy loam containing small stones CAI 10. An 
outer wall for the amphitheatre was not found, even 
though the trench was extended for 1 0.4m beyond 
the crest of the bank. A wall might exist further back, 
although this is unlikely given the length of the 
passage walls at the north-east entrance. It is also 
possible that robbing of the wall led to erosion and 
slippage of the bank, such deposits subsequently 
covering the robber trench. Due to time constraints it 
only proved possible to excavate to a depth of 2.4m 
at the south-eastern end of the trench and the robber 
trench might lie below this level. 

A second area CAll, 3m square, of the surface of 
the bank was exposed 1 0.3m west of CAI (Fig. 1 07). 
Four levels of terracing formed from flat limestone 
slabs set in loam were found (Fig. 11 0). The terraces 
were 0.8-0.95m wide, and built in a somewhat less 
compact fashion to those found in CAI. As trench 
CAI lay almost equidistantly between the two 
entrances, it is conceivable that the terraces found 
there might have supported a flight of steps rather 
than seating. 

The North-East Entrance (Fig. 104) 
The earliest evidence recovered in the entrance 
comprised a drystone wall on either side of the 
passage that retained the core of the seating bank. 
On the north-west side of the entrance the wall was 
found in trench ANXIII to the rear of the Period 2/3 
passage wall. Th"e wall ANXIII 7 survived to a 
height of fifteen-seventeen courses of well-dressed 
small limestone slabs topped with more small slabs 
(Fig. 112, section 3; Fig. 114)~ It was only one 
course wide and acted as a revetment for the clay 
bank behind. No evidence for the wall was found in 
the other trenches on this side of the entrance, 
where all trace might have been destroyed in the 
Period 2/3 rebuilding. On the opposite (south-east) 

side of the passage the top of a comparable 
drystone slab-built wall ANI 29 was found behind 
the later passage wall; its wjdth and height were not 
ascertained (Fig. 113, section 6). These two walls 
defined a passage about 6.7m wide. It is possible 
that the bank material on this side might also have 
been retained by a wooden revetment, although a 
consideration of the dating evidence suggests that 
the postholes found to the rear of the passage walls 
in trenches ANIII and ANIY should probably be 
ascribed to Period 4 (p. 166). Four postholes (ANIY 
37, 38, 39 and 40) were found in front of the later 
passage wall; they ranged between 0.1-0.25m in 
diameter and 0.17-0.50m in depth and cut a layer of 
cobbled metalling ANIY 32 which directly overlay 
?quarry-infill. These postholes were sealed by a 
layer of clay ANIY 30 which was cut by another 
two postholes, ANIY 28 (0.3m square by 0.83m 
deep) and ANIY 29 (0.17m in diameter and 0.71m 
in depth). These could have been part of scaffolding 
associated with the construction of the Period 2 
entrance. 

The Arena Wall 
An original arena wall might be represented by the 
cobble footings which appear to )ie below the 
construction trench ANY 74 for the Period 2 work 
(Fig. 112, section 4 ). If so, nothing else is known of it 
as it must have been totally rebuilt, although a 
number of layers in the arena were probably 
contemporary with it (they were cut by construction 
trench ANY 74). Equally the wall could have been 
entirely of timber, of which no trace has survived 
later works. 

The Arena 
A number of layers within the arena were cut by the 
Period 2 construction trench for the arena wall in 
ANY and ANIX. In ANY this trench cut a 0.44m 
thickness of deposits (Fig. 112, section 4). 
Overlying ?quarry-infill was a spread ·of mortar and 
gravel ANY 84 containing much white-and green 
painted wall-plaster. Above this was a stony loam 
ANY 83 covered by make-up ANY 82 for a gravel 
surface containing fragments of opus signinum and 
tile (ANY 81 = ANIX 35, 34) which was in turn 
sealed by further layers of gravel ANY 80 = ANIX 
32, brash ANY 64, 78, 79, and silt ANY 76, 77, 75. 
These layers contained a large amount of painted 
wall-plaster which must have derived from a 
primary arena wall that was subsequently rebuilt 
within construction trench ANY 74 = ANIX 31. A 
posthole ANY 73 which was partly overlaid by the 
jamb (block F) of the Period 2 entrance can be 
attributed either to construction or to the earlier 
?timber phase. It is possible that deposits which 
were ·found beneath the floor of the Period 3b 
south-eastern chamber might be related to those just 
described: they comprised a posthole ANY 72 
cutting ?quarry-infill sealed by a floor level ANY 
68 ?='81/ANIX 35, which was sealed by silt ANY 
71 and loam ANY 70. 
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Ill. Amphitheatre (Site AN), sections 1-2 
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Section 5 (ANIV) 
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113. Amphitheatre (Site AN), sections 5-6 
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114. The passage walls on the north-west side of the north-east entrance of the amphitheatre in Trench AN XIII. Behind the 
Period 2 impost and Period 3 passage wall is the Period I wall. Scale in fee t 

Dating Evidence 

Body Of The Seating Bank 
ANVIl 8 Coarseware: sherd BB!. 
ANVlll 3 = ANIX 6 Coin: Trajan, RIC 193, 104-7. 

Deposits Earlier Than The Period Jb South-Eastern 
Side-Chamber 
ANV 70 Coarseware: flagon, ?fabric 95. 

The Arena 
ANV 83 Coarseware: BB!. 
ANV 67 Coarseware: flagon, ?fabric 95 (matches one in ANV 62). 

The key piece of dating evidence is the coin of I 04-7 
which provides a terminus post quem for the 
construction of the seating bank. The few sherds of 
pottery from the bank are generally first century, 
although they include a sherd of BB I which was 
commoner in Cirencester in the second century than 
the first. This small amount of evidence is consistent 
with construction of the amphitheatre in the first half 
of the second century, a date supported by the 
evidence for the date of its replacement in stone 
(probably before the middle of the second century). 

PERIOD 2: MAJOR REBUILDING OF THE 
AMPHITHEATRE 
(early to mid-second century) 

In this period the arena wall was built in stone, 

although subsequent rebuildings mean that little of 
the original fabric was preserved. The north-east 
entrance was completely rebuilt with six large stone 
imposts supporting a vault which carried the seating 
over the passage. The mass of the seating bank was 
retained between the imposts by a dressed stone 
wall, much of which had been subsequently rebuilt. 
At the outer end of the entrance the foundation of a 
wall at less than ~ right angle to the passage wall 
allowed the full length of the passage to be 
determined at 30.1 m. On either side of the entrance 
into the arena large blocks served as the jambs for a 
gate. Behind each gate-jamb was a flight of steps, at 
right angles to the axis of the passage which 
provided access from the passage onto the terracing. 
A number of metalled surfaces were found in the 
entrance. 

The North-East Entrance (Fig. 104) 
On the north-west side of the entrance an impost 
which supported the vault survived two courses high 
in trench ANXII (Fig. 115). The lower block 
projected 162mm to the south-west and 51 mm to the 
north-east of an upper block that was about 0.96m 
square. They were unmortared and their front faces 
had rusticated tooling, with more finely dressed and 
rebated margins, 76mm square, cut from both front 
corners. The top of the upper block had been badly 
worn, possibly due to abrasion from traffic after the 
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115. The Period 2 impost and Period 3 passage wall on the north-west side of the north-east entrance to the amphitheatre in 
Trench ANXII. Scales in feet 

demolition of the superstructure. The middle impost 
on this side was only partly uncovered in trench 
ANXIII. It was 1.02m wide and was very weathered 
and worn, especially along its south-eastern face. A 
rebate of similar dimensions had been cut from the 
front corner. It is likely that the vault was carried the 
full length of the passage, with terminal imposts at 
the outside of the entrance (this would provide a 
regular spacing of9.3m). No trace of the impost was 
found in trench ANXVI, although the passage wall 
here survived only to a low level , and is probably a 
rebuild as it contained fragments of a broken-up 
large block (in all likelihood the original impost). 

On the south-east side of the entrance two blocks 
of the inner impost survived in trench ANIII (Fig. 
114). The lower was 1.35m long, 0.91m wide and 
0.38m high. Its upper surface showed evidence of 
tooling, while its front face was only roughly dressed. 
A single rebated margin was cut from the north-east 
corner of the block, but did not pass through its full 
thickness. The rebate was 102mm square and 203mm 
deep. The upper block was 0.91m long and 0.60m 
wide; its upper surface had been roughly tooled 
(perhaps to act as a key for the courses above) whilst 
the front face had two rebates (76mm by 51mm) cut 
from both corners. The middle and outer imposts lay 
outside the excavated area. 

The passage wall which connected the sides of the 
impost blocks proved to have been almost entirely 

rebuilt and little original work survived. Of the 
south-east passage wall the foundation trench ANIV 
31 (Fig. 113, section 5) contained two foundation 
courses ANIV 15, 1.0m wide, above which there was 
an offset of 0.2m. Two courses of the wall survived 
above this, 0.84m wide, built from smooth, 
well-dressed slabs, 0.35m in length and 0.1 Om high 
bonded with mortar. Elsewhere on this side the wall 
appears to have been robbed to its foundations. 
Evidence for the north-west passage wall was 
equally sparse. In trench AN XI (Fig. Ill , section 2) 
five courses of the wall survived within the 
construction trench ANXI 33; there was a slight 
offset above the first course. The construction trench 
was also found as ANXII24 and ANXIII22 although 
it was not examined in any detail. At the outer end of 
the passage the footings of the wall in ANXVI are 
probably a Period 3 replacement; they bonded with 
those for a north-westward return ANXVI I 0 which 
would have retained the rear of the seating bank. 

At the point where the passage entered the arena 
there was a gate. On the north-west side of the 
opening four large dressed blocks, one on top of the 
other, formed a gate jamb (Fig. 116). The lowest 
block (A4), 1.43m long, had a circular pivot-socket 
cut in its south-west corner. A short distance behind 
the pivot were three small slots in a line which would 
have received a vertical drop bolt when the gate was 
shut. Above block 4 lay block 3 which had two 
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116. The north-west jamb of the doorway into the arena in Trench ANX. Note the pivot socket in the bottom block (A4). 
Next to this stone is the lowest step (C) of the stairs which led to the terraces. Behind the entrance is the Period 3b 
north-west side chamber with traces of the wooden doorway into the arena. Scale in feet 

rebates cut into its south-eastern face (533mm wide 
by 127mm deep and 305mm wide by 127mm deep). 
They would have held vertical timber beams of the 
gate frame. Block 3 was 0.30m high and had been 
worn at the edges and cracked in places. Above this 
lay block 2, and above that Block I, of which only a 
fragment remained, its north-east face in line with the 
rear face of the passage wall. Abutting the north-west 
face of Blocks I and 2 was the arena wall ANX 18, 
which had been heavily modified in Period 3b. 

Block 4 supported the south-west end of the 
bottom step (step C) of a flight of stone stairs which 
were examined in trenches ANX and ANXI (Fig. 
Ill, section I; Figs. 116-17). The stairs were 2.8m 
wide, and the riser on step C was 0.35m and the 
treader 0.35m. Above step C was step B which had a 
riser of0.35m and a treader of0.30m. Revealed only 
in trench ANXI was a third step (step A) with a riser 
of 0.35m which was separated from step 8 by a thin 
layer of rubble. No mortar (except for a trace on the 
front face of step 8) was used in the construction of 
the stairway. 

A low ramp composed of silty loam containing a 
large amount of stone ANX 50= ANXI 34 ran up to 
step C. A posthole AN XI 32 cutting this material was 
filled with a large amount of carbonised charcoally 
grit and fallen packing stones at the top and a gritty 
loam with burnt red mortar below. This might have 
been part of scaffolding used in the construction of 
the stairway. 

On the south-east side of the arena entrance the 
gate jamb was formed by a large block (F) 1.29m 
long, 0.68m wide and 0.38m high. The side facing 
the arena had rusticated tooling; the rear face had 
been slightly burnt. The top of the south-west face 
had been heavily worn by use of the later chamber 
door (p. 162). A rebate had been cut in the 
north-west face of the block to receive a timber 
sill-beam for the gate which was contained in a 
vertical-sided, flat-bottomed slot ANY 85 0.33m 
wide (it is conceivable that this feature actually 
belongs to Period 3). Little evidence survived of the 
stairway which corresponded to that on the 
north-west side. Of the support for the lowest step all 
that remained was a fragment of a block to the 
south-east of block F, the remainder having been 
subsequently robbed, although the robber trench 
ANIV 18/22 allows the width of the steps to be 
calculated at approximately 4m, wider than on the 
north-west side. Alternatively, Wacher (in litt.) has 
suggested that ANIV 22 might be the robbing for a 
single block which could have formed one side of an 
arched opening (the other being the gate jamb) 
leading to a flight of timber stairs. This would 
account for the lack of evidence for steps beneath the 
later side chamber. 

Metalling within the entrance passage that can be 
attributed to this period was found in two trenches. 
In ANXII the construction trench of the passage wall 
was sealed by silt and stones ANXII 23 covered with 
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117. Steps C, 8, and A of the staircase on the north-west side of the passage at the north-east entrance. Trench AN XI. The 
uppermost step is overlaid by the wall of the Period 3b north-west side chamber. Scale in feet 

silt ANXII 22 beneath a Period 3 deposit ANXII 19 
that abutted the rebuilt passage wall. In ANI a 
posthole ANI 40, 0.3m square and in excess of 
0.76m deep, was cut into ?quarry infill towards the 
centre of the passage. Sealing ·this was a layer of 
yellow silt ANI 39 beneath a rough stone, gravel and 
mortar surface ANI 38, in turn sealed by silt ANI 37 
and three successive metalled surfaces (ANI 20, 15, 
14). A gully ANI21 separated surface ANI20 and a 
mortary gravel surface ANI 19 to the south-east. 
Between the passage wall and surfaces ANI 14, 15 
was a spread of yellow si It and large stones that was 
very rough and unwom adjacent to the wall. Another 
layer of gravel and large stones ANI 27 was cut by 
the rebuilding of the passage wall in Period 3, and 
might be contemporary with surfaces ANI 14 and 15. 
Two pronounced wheel ruts, 0.8m apart, were 
visible in the upper surface of ANI 27. 

A series of layers that can probably be assigned to 
this period lay beneath the Period 3b south-east 
chamber. A deposit containing many large stones and 
mortary lumps ANY 45/38a/38b was cut by postholes 
ANY 56, 57 (both 0.18m deep), and ?ANY 55. 

The Arena Wall 
Observations of the surviving arena wall are 
described clockwise from the north-east entrance. 
Immediately south of the north-east entrance the first 
stone arena wall ANY 3 possessed two foundation 
courses (Fig. 112, section 4) set within a 

construction trench ANY 74 = A NIX 31 , above 
which four courses of masonry survived. Further 
south-east there were again two roughly dressed 
foundation courses above the cobble footings, with 
an offset of 60mm above the upper one (Fig. I 18). 

118. The arena in Trench ANIX . At the base of the wall 
there are the traces of a plastered quarter-round moulding. 
Plaster is also adhering to some of the facing stones. Scale 
in feet 
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Four courses (0.3m high) of masonry survived above 
this level which had been covered in two coatings of 
plaster painted in red fresco decoration with black, 
yellow and white imitation marbling. A trace of a 
quarter-round moulding was also visible. The wall 
was evidently replastered many times as all the 
layers which accumulated in front of the wall 
beneath arena surface ANIX 15 contained large 
quantities of fragmented and trampled plaster 
painted light red with dark red splashes, black, and 
green and white with black bands. 

On the south-east side in trench CA I (Fig. 1 06) the 
primary arena wall survived to a height of 0.3m and 
consisted of very roughly-worked large stones, to 
which traces of a mortar covering painted pink, 
survived on the uppermost 0.13m. In CA V the wall · 
stood five courses high; it was bound with a 
red-brown mortar and was very crudely faced to the 
rear. In CAIV the wall was 1.37m high and was 
constructed of dressed rectangular stones held 
together by a similar gravelly mortar. A deposit 
CAIV 3 in front of the wall, associated with its 
dereliction and collapse, produced fragments of 
painted plaster. In AUIII and AUII the outer face of 
the wall was found; in the latter case a deposit AUII 
11 containing fragments of pink plaster lay in front 
of it. 

Dating Evidence 

Construction Of The Entrance 
ANXI 34 Coarseware: flagon, triangular-rimmed, fabric 95. 

Metalling In The Entrance Passage 
ANI 18 Coarseware: BB I bead-rimmed cooking-pot. 
ANXII 22 Coarseware: flagon, fabric 95. 

This very small quantity of pottery adds little to the 
terminus post quem provided by Period I and is 
consistent with a date in the early second century or 
later. Better evidence for the date of construction is 
provided by the layers sealing the construction 
trench ofthe arena wall (ANY 62-51; p. 162) which 
accumulated during the use of the amphitheatre. 
These date to the Hadrianic or early Antonine period, 
and suggest that the Period 2 structure was in use by 
the middle of the second century. 

PERIOD 3: REBUILDING OF THE 
AMPHITHEATRE 

In Period 3a the passage walls of the north-east 
entrance were rebuilt almost from foundation level. 
Somewhat later, but certainly before Period 4, two 
small chambers were added either side of the arena 
entrance (Period 3b). These blocked-offthe Period 2 
steps to the terracing. 

PERIOD 3A (mid to late second century) 

The North-East Entrance (Fig. 104) 
The passage walls were rebuilt almost from 
foundation level. The construction trench ANIII 23 
for the rebuilding of the south-east wall ANIII 18 cut 

the original construction trench ANIII 37. The 
passage wall consisted of two roughly dressed 
courses above rubble footings, the top of the second 
course being level with the top of the lower impost 
block against which the walling abutted (it is 
possible that these two courses may actually belong 
to Period 2). On top of this work and butting against 
the upper impost block were five more courses, 
faced only on the outer side, the core being retained 
by the mass of the seating bank to the rear. At this 
level the wall was 0.84m wide and consisted of 
crudely-faced slabs 0.15-0.33m long and 0.13m 
high. The workmanship was better than that of the 
two lower courses, but the facing was not well 
bonded and the core consisted of rubble set in a soft 
pebbly orange mortar. A similar sequence was 
recovered in ANIV (Fig. 113, section 5) where the 
construction trench for the rebuilt passage wall 
ANIV 25 overlay the construction trench ANIV 31 
of the Period 2 walling. A further three courses of the 
rebuilt wall survived above the original work. The 
wall terminated to the south-west in a vertical face 
formed by the robbing of a large stone blocks 
associated with the Period 2 stairs. In trench ANI the 
wall had been partly robbed away in Period 4, 
although enough remained to show that it was faced 
on both sides. 

Evidence for a construction trench for the rebuilt 
north-west passage wall was less obvious. In trench 
ANXI the wall ANXI 27 was rebuilt from above the 
fifth course, the new work being set back from the 
face of the Period 2 foundations (Fig. Ill, section 2), 
while in ANXII an orangey mortar rubble ANXII 19 
which abutted the south face of the passage wall 
might represent the infill of the construction trench 
for the rebuild. Four courses of the passage wall 
survived above the infill of the original construction 
trench ANXII 24, and as in trench ANXI there were 
probably three courses of Period 2 contained within 
the trench, but this cannot be certain since it was not 
excavated (Fig. 115). In ANXIII six courses were 
found above the top of the ?original construction 
trench; no evidence for a rebuilding trench was 
found. The wall core was very rough and irregular 
and the south-eastern face had been worn, as in 
trench ANXII, by traffic using the passage. For 
1.37m north-east of the middle impost block the 
rebuilt passage wall, up to l.Sm wide, lay directly in 
front of the Period 1 drystone wall, thereafter the 
wall reduced to a width of I m, stone rubble AN XIII 
17 infilling the gap between them (Fig. 112, section 
3; Fig. 114). At the outer end of the entrance the wall 
footings ANXVI 3 survived four courses high at 
most, including reused fragments of a large block 
(most probably the Period 2 impost, hence the 
attribution of the footings to this period). The 
footings bonded with those for a north-western 
return AN XVI 1 0 which retained the rear of the 
seating bank, and also seemingly with those for a 
wall ANXVI 9 which curved to the south-east. The 
passage wall ANXVI 3 was slightly misaligned with 
the underlying foundation, and stood to a height of 
five courses. It terminated where the outer impost 
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block had been robbed. A gap between the rear of the 
passage wall and the core of the seating bank was 
filled with rubble packing ANXVI 4 similar to 
ANXIII 17. 

Metalling Within The North-East Entrance 
Passage 
In trench ANX the lower two steps C and B were 
abutted by a series of metalled surfaces and make-up 
deposits (ANX 48, 47, 46, 45, 43, 41 , 38, 3617, 33/5 
and 31 /32/34/39) (Fig. 111, section 1 ). Surface ANX 
31/32/34/39 appears to be the level from which the 
Period 3b chamber wall ANX 16 was constructed; it 
also extended into the arena where it seemed to be 
contemporary with the primary mortar floor ANX 49 
inside the north-west chamber. 

Other surfaces within the passage can only be 
related to Period 3 generally, and they are therefore 
discussed under Period 3b. 

The Arena (Periods 2-3a) 
Roughly level with the offset of the Period 2 arena 
wall ANIX 3 was a surface of small stones and 
mortary gravel ANIX 24 which sealed its construction 
trench ANIX 31. Cutting into this surface was a pit or 
large posthole ANIX 33 in the north-west corner of 
the trench which was sealed by a layer of clay ANIX 
23 that was thickest where it had accumulated against 
the face of the arena wall. Overlying this was a thin 
patch of gravel ANIX 22 which was sealed by a good 
gravel surface ANIX 15 (= ANY 51) sloping up 
against the face of the arena wall, and sealing the 
earlier plaster facing. Above ANIX 15 in the 
north-west of the trench was another gravel surface 
ANIX 14 over loamy make-up ANIX 21. 

In ANY there was a similar build-up of surfaces 
and silt within the arena which sealed the 
construction trench of the arena wall (Fig. 112, 
section 4): ANY 61/62/59 (cobbled surface), 60, 53 
(make-ups), 54 (cobbled surface), and 52, 51 (gravel 
surface containing much crushed opus signinum and 
trampled wall-plaster). To judge from the section, 
ANY 53 or 51 may have been the level from which 
the entrance into the Period 3b south-eastern 
chamber was constructed. 

Dating Evidence 

Rebuilding Of The Passage Wall 
ANXVI 4 Coin: Antoninus Pius, 138-61 . 

Metalling In The Passage Preceding The Construction Of The 
North-West Side Chamber 
ANX 38 Coin: barbarous radiate, 270-90. 
ANX 33/35 Coin: Marcus Aurelius, 161-180+. 

Layers In The Arena Preceding The Construction Of The 
South-East Side Chamber (Periods 2/Ja) 
ANY 62 Samian: Dr 37, CG, Hadrianic-early Antonine. Coarseware: 
flagon, ring neck with tanged handle, fabric 95. 
ANY 60 Samian: Dr 18/3 1 R, CG, Hadrianic-early Antonine. 
Coarseware: flagon, triangular rim, fabric 95 . 
ANY 51 (= ANIX 15) Samian: Dr 18/31 R, CG, Hadrianic-early 
Antonine. 

The coin of Antoninus Pi us provides a terminus post 

quem for the reconstruction of the passage wall. 
Deposits which accumulated after this event, but 
before the construction of the Period 3b side 
chambers, contained second-century pottery; a coin 
of Marcus Aurelius, and a barbarous radiate. The 
latter poses a problem as it is a good century later 
than any of the other dating evidence, and hence 
should probably be regarded as intrusive. 

A build-up of metalled surfaces which post-date 
the construction of the Period 2 steps but appear to 
pre-date the Period 3b north-west chamber were 
found in trench ANX 48-33/5. These surfaces cannot 
be precisely correlated with those in trench ANXI, 
but they are clearly of the same general sequence, 
which there overlay the rebuilding trench of the 
passage wall and hence are firmly of Period 3. This is 
reasonable evidence that the construction of the 
chambers occurred sometime after the rebuilding of 
the passage walls. 

Excluding the radiate coin as being intrusive, the 
coin of Marcus Aurelius provides a terminus post 
quem of 161 for the construction of the chambers. 
The slight pottery evidence from the arena deposits 
would be consistent with Period 3a continuing not 
much beyond the mid-second century. 

PERIOD 3b (?later second century) (Fig. 104) 

The South-Eastern Side Chamber At The 
North-East Entrance 
A chamber, 2.4m long by 2.1 m wide internally, was 
constructed south-east of the entrance into the arena 
and a doorway into it made through the arena wall. 
Stone walls defined three sides of the chamber, the 
fourth being formed by the rear of the arena wall. It is 
possible that the walls were merely sleeper walls for 
a timber superstructure. The south-east wall ANY 48 
was not exactly parallel with the axis of the passage 
walls; it was 0.5m wide and the gap between its back 
and the bank was packed with rubble ANY 58. This 
bonded with the rear wall ANY 32a which was made 
from stones set on edge bound in an orange mortar 
along with some flatter stones. The north-west side 
of the chamber was defined by a low sleeper wall 
built from small, slightly worn irregular limestone 
fragments that abutted block B. There was a slight 
step ANY 28 on its outer side; its top subsequently 
became incorporated into surface ANY 14/18/30. 
This sleeper wall probably supported the timber sill 
of a doorway that communicated between the 
entrance passage and the chamber. 

A doorway was cut through the arena wall into the 
chamber and this was formed by the insertion of a 
large threshold block (G) which replaced the lowest 
two courses of the arena wall (Fig. I 19). The 
threshold was 1.52m long by 0.68m wide and 0.25m 
high and displayed rusticated dressing. Sitting upon 
it were the remains of the south-east door jamb (E) 
which retained the core of the arena wall; it consisted 
of two large, badly weathered slabs of limestone. 
The north-west door jamb was formed by a large 
block (B) which sat above block F of the main 
entrance. Block B was 0.86m long, 0.66m wide and 
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119. The doorway into the arena from the south-east side chamber. Scale in feet 

0.61 m high. It had been badly chipped and eroded, 
but it was originally dressed in a lightly rusticated 
style; it showed some signs of burning on its back 
face. A slot for a timber sill ANY 49 ran the full 

120. The threshold block (G) of the doorway into the arena 
from the south-east side chamber. Note the pivot hole and 
the striations from a ?metal grill which may have formed 
the door. Scale in feet 

width of the threshold block G and a pivot hole had 
been cut within it next to the south-east jamb (Fig. 
120). This slot was later recut (ANY Ts30a), as was 
the pivot hole. In the centre of the threshold block 
striations were visible, presumably formed by wear 
from a metal grill which formed the door of the 
chamber. 

The floor of the chamber ANY 39/43/44 (Fig. 112, 
section 4) was formed from flat, worn limestone 
slabs set upon a stony silt make-up. The floor was cut 
by a stone-packed posthole ANY PhL that lay just 
inside the back wall. This floor was covered by a 
series of silt layers ANY 41, 38/40, 37, 29 and 27 
which were sealed below a cobbled floor surface 
ANY 26. 

The North-Western Side Chamber At The 
North-East Entrance 
This chamber was only partially uncovered and its 
full dimensions were not ascertained. It was 2.6m 
internally from north-east to south-west. A carefully 
formed doorway ANX 40 was inserted through the 
arena wall ANX 16 (Figs. 116, 121). Two parallel 
slots, 0.2m wide and OJm apart, had been left by 
timbers set into a white mortar which overlay arena 
floor surface ANX 31/32/34/39; these mark the 
position of internal and external timber sill-beams 
for a door (or drop gate?) and impressions from the 
grain of the timbers were preserved in the mortar. At 
either end of the slots large iron nails remained in 
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121. The doorway into the arena from the north-west side chamber. The impressions of the wooden beams are vi sible, with 
the iron nails still in situ. Scales in feet 

situ which penetrated into the arena wall below. The 
beams were held together by two cross members. 
Jambs were formed on either side ·of the doorway; 
wood impressions preserved in the orange mortar in, 
and around, them show that upright timbers were 
built into both corners of the south-east jamb but at 
only the outside corner of the north-west jamb. 

The south-eastern sleeper wall ANX 16 = ANIX 5 
of the chamber abutted the north-east sides of Blocks 
A 1 and A2 of the main arena entrance which had 
been pushed to the south-west of their original 
position by 127-152mm. The lowest course of the 
wall consisted of slabs laid obliquely on edge (Fig. 
Ill, section I); the top two courses overlay Block 
A2. The sleeper wall was well made and the stones 
which formed the upper surface were slightly worn 
and bonded with a pinkish-yellow mortar. The 
south-east wall bonded with the back (north-east) 
wall ofthe chamber ANIX Sa, which comprised two 
courses of very irregularly-sized flat limestone slabs 
mixed with a large amount of orange mortar. 

Level with the door sill and adjacent arena floor 
ANX 31/32/34/39 was an orange mortar floor ANX 
49 (Fig. Ill, Section I) in the chamber, that was 
later roughly refloored with stones ANX 27. The 
make-up for this later surface contained a large 
amount of occupation debris, charcoal, ash and burnt 
stones. 

MetaUing Within The North-East Entrance 
Passage (Periods 3a/b) 
A number of metalled surfaces found within the 
passage can be attributed to this period, although it is 
difficult to correlate the surfaces found in the 
different trenches. In ANXIII a compacted and pitted 
surface ANXIII 20 was overlaid by a thick patchy 
grey silt ANXIII 19. This was sealed by a Period 4 
surface which post-dates the levelling of the passage 
walls. In ANXII a sequence of three worn stone 
surfaces overlay the construction trench ANXII 19 
for the rebuilt (Period 3) wall. The earliest ANXII 
21 , a thin erratic stone surface was only found along 
the south-eastern edge of the trench. Above this was 
metalling ANXII 18 which was cut by a silt-filled 
pit, which in turn was covered with a thin layer of 
silty loam ANXII 17 and a further surface ANXII 16. 
This was sealed by a silty loam ANXII 15 which 
either marks the end of the use of ANXII 16, or else 
is make-up for metalling AN XII I 0 which itself Jay 
below another layer of gravelly loam ANXII 9. This 
later surface was cut by postholes attributable to 
Period 4. In AN XI (Fig. Ill , section 2) sealing the 
construction trench ANXI 33 of the Period 2 wall 
was a series of clay deposits AN XI 31 , 28, 24 
beneath four successive stone surfaces AN XI 23 , 22, 
20, 18 which abutted the south-east face of the 
Period 3a wall. Loam ANXI 19 sealing the 
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122. Slot for the Period 3 timber sill-beam of the gate which separated the arena (left) and the entrance passage (right). 
Comparison with Fig. 123 demonstrates how the level of the passage and arena rose during Periods 2 and 3. Scale in feet 

the uppermost surface marks the end of its use. In 
ANX metalling ANX 28/30 and ANX 10/12 can be 
ascribed to this period (Fig. I 11, section I). Sealed 
beneath ANX 28 was a square-sectioned, stone 
packed slot ANX 23, 0.4m wide and 0.2m deep (Fig. 
122). This held the sill-beam of the wooden gateway 
which separated the passage from the arena, and is 
presumably the same feature as ANY 85 which 
appears to originate in Period 2. 

On the south-eastern side of the passage the 
construction trench ANIII 23 for the rebuilt passage 
wall was overlaid by two layers of stony gravel 
ANIII 20, 19. Abutting the passage wall in ANIY 
(Fig. 113, section 5) was a layer of metalling ANIY 
23/27 sealed by silt ANIY 17. 

The Arena 
There were a series of deposits within the arena 
which appear to post-date the construction of the 
chambers but were earlier than the rebuilding of the 
arena wall in Period 4. In ANIX surface ANIX 14 
was covered by make-up ANIX 13, 12 for a new 
surface of limestone chippings A NIX I 0 = ANY 
10/20/24 = ANIY 7. Overlying this was a patch of 
sand A NIX 11 sealed beneath make-up A NIX 8 for a 

rough worn stone surface ANIX 7 which was cut by 
the construction trench A NIX 9 for the rebuilt Period 
4 arena wall. 

In trench ANY (Fig. 112, section 4) metalling 
ANY 50 was sealed by silt ANY 46 and stone and 
gravel surface ANY 36 (= ANY 26, surface within 
south-east chamber). Overlying this surface within 
the arena was silty, charcoal rich, deposit ANY 
19/21/35 sealed beneath stone surface ANY 
10/20/24. The arena wall was rebuilt from this level 
in Period 4. Within the arena a large posthole ANX 
21 (not illustrated) lay just to the south of Block A3. 

Dating Evidence 

Occupation Within The South-East Side Chamber 
ANY 38 Coarseware: Nene Valley colour-coated ware. 

Occupation Within The North-West Side Chamber 
AN XI 5 Coin: illeg., 330-41. This coin came from the wall of the 
chamber. Given an overall assessment of the dating evidence it seems 
more likely to be associated with its demolition rather than 
construction. 
ANX 27 Coarseware: BBI cooking-pot, obtuse-angled lattice with 
scored-line above. 

Deposits Within The Arena 
ANY 36 Coin: barbarous radiate, 270-90. 
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The slight pottery evidence from the chambers is 
consistent with their use continuing after the 
mid-third century at least. Deposit ANY 36 in the 
arena appears to be equivalent to surface ANY 26 
within the south-east chamber. If this is so, the 
radiate coin extends the use of the chamber until 
after 270. 

PERIOD 4: DEMOLITION OF THE 
NORTH-EAST ENTRANCE AND 
REPLACEMENT IN TIMBER ( c.350-60) 

In this period the masonry passage walls and 
covering vault at the north-east entrance were 
demolished and metalled surfaces constructed over 
their levelled remains. The pressure from the banks 
against the passage walls (which were not very 
substantial) may have threatened the vault to 
collapse, thus precipitating demolition. The seating 
bank on either side of the entrance was now retained 
by a large number of wooden posts. These were of 
more than one phase and were sealed by various 
metalled surfaces. The south-east and north-west 
chambers appear to have also been demolished at 
this time. The arena wall, however, was rebuilt. 

The North-East Entrance (Fig. 105) 
In trench ANXI two postholes ANXI 29, 30 were cut 
into the levelled surface of the north-west passage 
wall prior to the infilling of the robber trench with 
mortar and gravel ANXI 13. Cut into this fill were 
two further postholes ANXI 16, 17 (posthole 26, not 
illustrated, was probably also contemporary) which 
were between 0.30-0.63m deep. Surface ANXI 15 
partly overlay the passage wall and was covered by a 
dump of clayey loam ANXI 14. Sealing the 
postholes was a further two metalled surfaces ANXI 
9, 6 which dipped down towards the centre of the 
passage. Clayey loam ANXI 8 marks the end of use 
of the surfaces; it was cut by a posthole ANXI 11 and 
three stakeholes (A, B, C). In ANXII surface ANXII 
9 which overlay the levelled passage wall was cut by 
four postholes ANXII 11 , 12, 13, 20 and a stakehole 
ANXII 14. All the postholes were filled with packing 
stones and gravelly loam and were covered by two 
street surfaces ANXII 8 (= ANXIll 13) and ANXII 7 
(= ANXI 6 and ANXIIJ 9). In ANXIll (Fig. 112, 
section 3) metalling ANXIIJ 16 incorporated the 
levelled surface of the passage wall. There was a 
deep bifurcated rut (A and B) in this surface. A third 
rut (C), almost parallel and 0.4m from to rut A, 
overlay the passage wall . A layer of yellow silt 
ANXIll 14 marks the end of use of this surface, 
which was overlaid by a further three metalled 
surfaces ANXIII 13, 9 = ANXII 7, 10. The upper 
metalling was sealed by a turf line ANXIll 8. 

On the south-east side of the passage a posthole 
ANIV 20 cut into the top of the passage wall and can 
therefore be attributed to this period. It may be 
contemporary with postholes ANIV 14 (Fig. 113, 
section 5) and ANIV 36, 0.9m to the south-east. Silt 
ANIV 17 was cut by posthole ANIV 24 which was 
sealed by a further layer of silt ANIV 12; the latter 

overlapped the top of the levelled passage wall, as 
did a layer of clay ANIV 13 which appears to have 
slumped forward from the body of the seating bank. 
Cutting into this clay were postholes ANIV 34, 35 
on a similar alignment to postholes ANIV 14 and 36. 
Another two postholes ANI V 11 a and 11 b, filled 
with displaced packing stones, cut into the levelled 
passage wall. These were sealed by a compact layer 
of rammed grit ANIV 8 = ANIIJ 7 containing 
charcoal, burnt stone and bone. This deposit and a 
contemporary gravel surface ANIV 7 were cut by 
five postholes ANIV 19, 9, 10, 11 , 16, 0.36-0.58m 
deep, and filled with displaced packing stones. 
Posthole ANI V 6, 0.51 m deep, is probably 
contemporary. The postholes were sealed by a 
trampled silt ANIV 5 = ANIII 5 which was covered 
by rough paving ANIV 4. 

In trench ANIII a row of four postholes AN Ill 27, 
45, 46, 47 cut into the bank material behind the 
passage wall. They were of uniform size, measuring 
0.2m diameter and 0.38m in depth. Following the 
demolition of the wall a layer of uneven stones AN Ill 
12 = ANI13 = ANIV 13 overlay the make-up of the 
seating bank, and a worn stone surface ANIII 13 
covered the remaining blocks of the impost. Both 
these layers and the top of the levelled wall were 
overlaid by the compact grit ANIII 7 = ANIV 8 
containing charcoal and tile chips. Cutting through 
this into the top of the passage wall were postholes 
ANIII 8, 9, 10, 11 , 14 and 17, ranging from 
0.15-0.38m in depth. In front of the former passage 
wall further postholes ANIII 32, 34, 35 were dug. 
These were sealed by the same layer of trampled clay 
ANIII 5/6115 = ANIV 5 found elsewhere, and which 
was cut by two postholes ANIIJ 33, 36. The rough 
paved surface ANill 4 = ANIV 4 = ANI! 4 pressed 
into the surface of the underlying clay sealed these 
postholes, and was itself overlaid by topsoil. 

In ANI a row of five postholes ANI33, 33a, 34, 35, 
36, 0.3m deep, cut into the packing behind the 
passage wall and were sealed beneath the filling of 
the robber trench ANI 26. Three more large 
postholes ANI 30, 31 , 32, 0.41-0.6lm deep, cut 
through the backfill of the robber trench and into the 
core of the underlying wall (Fig. 113, section 6). 
Another two postholes ANI 11, 12 can probably also 
be assigned to this phase. Overlying the surface of 
the tail of the seating bank was a compact silt ANI 13 
(= ANill 12, ANIV 13), beneath further silt ANI 25 
which also overlay the infill of the robber trench and 
metalled surface ANI 27. The postholes were 
overlaid by a series of three metalled surfaces with 
corresponding make-up deposits (ANI 25, 24, 23 , 6, 
22, 5); a hard sandy deposit ANII 5 is probably 
contemporary. Cutting into surface ANI 6 was 
posthole ANI 7, which was contemporary with 
postholes ANI 8 and 9, 0.25m-0.41 m deep, which 
cut A Nil 5. The postholes were covered by the rough 
paving ANI! 4 (= ANill 4 and ANIV 4). 

Two metalled surfaces ANY 10/20/24 = ANIV 7, 
?ANY 16/34, ANIX 10 covered the north-west 
sleeper wall of the south-east chamber. The stones 
had been burnt in places and large slabs, possibly 
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reused from the chamber wall, might have formed a 
hearth. The surface was cut by the construction 
trench ANY 9/47 for the rebuilt Period 4 arena wall. 
The chamber seems now to have been fully 
demolished, for a layer of refuse ANY 8 (probably= 
ANIY 8 = ANIII 7) containing much charcoal, bone 
and pottery which sealed the construction trench for 
the rebuilt arena wall not only overlay surface ANY 
I 0/20/24, but also the levelled south-east wall of the 
chamber ANY 48 (Fig. 112, section 4). This deposit 
was overlaid by silt ANY 7/25 beneath surface ANY 
6/14/18/30. Probably at this time, although 
conceivably later, the entrance from the arena into 
the chamber was blocked with worn stones and 
rou ·h rubble ANY 23 which overlay surface ANY 
10/20/24. 

Stone surface ANY 16/34 (possibly = ANY 
I 0/20/24) was covered by silt ANY 15/33 which was 
cut by posthole J; posthole ANIY 24 might be 
contemporary. A timber slot (Ts A) 76mm deep cut 
through surface ANY I 0/20/24 and the north-west 
chamber wall. A later metalled surface ANY 
6/14/18/30 was found in the entrance surrounding 
the chamber, covered by loam make-up ANY 13/17 
for a further surface ANY 11/12. Stakeholes C, D 
and E, and timber slot 8, 76mm in depth and similar 
to slot A, were later than surface ANY 11/12. 

Demolition of the north-west chamber is indicated 
by layers of loam mixed with rubble ANX 22/14/15 , 
26, 20 sealing the latest floor level. Possibly at the 
same time the doorway ANX 40 which led from the 
arena into the chamber was blocked. These 
demolition deposits were sealed by gravel and stone 
surface ANX 6/13 =? ANX 7. 

A number of these Period 4 surfaces in the 
entrance, and in the arena as well, contained 
disarticulated human bone, although not in great 
quantity. They indicate that stone quarrying for the 
new surfaces was disturbing earlier burials within 
the neighbouring Bath Gate cemetery, which dates 
predominately to the fourth century (CEC 11, 126-8). 

The Arena Wall 
Adjacent to the north-east entrance the arena wall 
was crudely rebuilt above the earlier courses, the 
construction trench ANY 47/9 cutting through the 
south-east wall of the south-east chamber (Fig. 112, 
section 4). In trench ANY the rebuilt wall consisted 
of stone work and rubble of a much inferior quality 
to that of the earlier phase. On the outer face there 
were two footing courses which projected slightly 
beyond the earlier work, above which were two 
courses built from uneven and irregular limestone 
slabs 76-127mm high and 0.40-0.46m in width. 
Little attempt had been made to dress the exterior 
face of the wall, although hard white mortar adhered 
to it, as well as between the stones, suggesting that it 
may have been rendered like the earlier work. The 
rear of the wall was found to be faced in part of 
trench ANY (in one place it survived four courses 
high), but elsewhere there was just rubble backing to 
the outer face. To the south in ANIX the arena wall 
was also rebuilt in stonework of inferior quality to 

that used previously, 0.53-0.61m wide. The 
construction trench ANIX 9 cut cobbled surface 
ANIX 7. This rebuilt wall diverged slightly from the 
alignment of the underlying Period 2 wall; the walls 
were perfectly coincident at the northern end of the 
trench, but as it ran southwards it gradually diverged 
so that at the south end of the trench its front face lay 
0.1 m behind that of earlier work. In total the wall 
survived to a maximum height of six courses. 

On the south-east side of the arena in trench CA! 
(Fig. I 06) the wall was rebuilt above the remaining 
construction of the first phase with better-quality 
well-dressed rectangular stones. There was no rear 
face to the wall, just loosely packed rubble contained 
within the trench. In total the wall survived to a 
height of 0.6m. There is no firm date for the 
rebuilding in this trench, but given the quality of the 
masonry and the overall dating for the abandonment 
of the terracing hereabouts, it is quite possible that 
this event occurred earlier than the Period 4 
rebuilding around the north-east entrance. 

The Arena 
The latest arena surface in trench A NIX was a rough 
surface of rammed and trampled gravel and 
limestone chips ANIX 4. In ANY the latest metalled 
surface in the arena ANY I 0/20/24 was overlaid by a 
mass of demolition rubble ANY 5/4 to the 
north-west of the entrance. In trench ANX (Fig. Ill, 
section I) overlying surface ANX 31/32/34/39 in the 
arena were deposits of mortar, rubble and loam ANX 
25/24, sealed by a layer of compact stones ANX 19 
(possibly even a wall) just west of the arena wall. 
This possible wall was sealed by surface ANX 
10/12. In the north-west corner of ANX the arena 
wall ANX 18 and surface ANX 12 were overlaid by 
mortar and stones ANX 17 sealed by trampled 
tumble ANX 11 from the arena wall. This deposit 
was sealed by the latest cobbled surface ANX 6/13. 

Dating Evidence 

Demolition Of The South-East Side Chamber/Rebuilding Of 
The Arena Wall 
ANY 10/20/24 (surface of arena) Coins: Constantius, HK 88, 335-7; 
Constantinople, HK 71 , 330-5; as HK 52, overstruck with copy as CK 
25, 350-60. Coarseware: New Forest colour-coated Fulford 63 , 
c.260-370; 881 cooking-pots, obtuse-angled lattice. 
ANIX 10 Coins: Constantine I, RIC 6 Lond 121A, 310-13; Fausta, 
RIC 7 Tr459. 
ANY 9/47 (arena wall construction trench) Coarseware: Nene 
Valley colour-coated castor box; 881 cooking-pot with 
obtuse-angled lattice and scored-1 ine above. 
ANY 3 (the arena wall ; these coins presumably come from the 
Period 4 rebuilding) Coins: Constans, as HK 138, 345-8; Theodora, 
as HK 113, 337-41 ; Constantine 11, HK 88, 335-7; indet. third-fourth 
century. 
ANY 23 (blocking of door) Coin: Urbs Roma, copy as HK 51, 330-45. 

Demolition Of The North-West Side Chamber 
ANX 14 (demo. rubble) Coins: H. of Theodosius, as CK 162, 
388-402; Constantine I, HK 398, 335-7. 

Doubt must attach to the Theodosian coin from ANX 
14, given the absence of Yalentinianic issues from 
deposits associated with the demolition of the 
entrance and rebuilding of the arena wall. It seems 
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safest to regard this coin as intrusive. Demolition of 
the south-east chamber is provided with a terminus 
post quem of270 by a coin from a deposit equivalent 
with the latest floor level. The latest coins associated 
with the demolition of this chamber and rebuilding 
of the arena wall are of coin periods 17 (330-48) and 
a single example from period 18 (348-64). The 
absence of further copies of the period 348-64 
indicates that this event is unlikely to have occurred 
much after c.360. 

Surfaces Within The Passage Associated With The Postholes 
And Sealing The Demolished Chambers 

SEQUENCE ON THE NORTH-WEST SIDE OF THE PASSAGE 
(deposits listed in stratigraphic order from earliest to latest): 
ANXI 9 Coarseware: South-West white-slip ware flagon . 
ANXI 10 Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated mortarium; BBI 
plain-rimmed dish with intersecting-arc decoration. 
ANXI 6 = ANXII 7 = ANXIII 9 Coins: barbarous Fe! Temp Rep, 
350-60; HK 382, 330-41 ; barbarous radiate, 270-90. 
ANX 11 (tumble from arena wall; under ANX 6) Coins: Fel Temp 
Rep, 350-60; Constantine 11 , HK 399, 335-7; Constantine 11 , HK 125, 
335-7; clipped radiate? 
ANX 6113 (sealing chamber demolition rubble ANX 14) Coin: 
Crispus, copy ofVLPP, 317-20; this surface is possibly equivalent to 
ANX 7 Coin: Cons tans, HK 110, 33 7-41 ; possibly equivalent to ANX 
10112 Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated bowl; New Forest 
colour-coated beaker; BB! cooking-pots with out-flaring rims as 
Gillam 147. 

SEQUENCE ON THE SOUTH-EAST SIDE OF THE PASSAGE 
(deposits listed in stratigraphic order from earliest to latest): 

ANIII 27 Coarseware: South-West white-slip ware flagon . 
ANIV 12 Coarseware: South-West white-slip ware flagon. 
ANIV 8 Coarseware: BBI cooking-pots with obtuse-angled lattice. 
ANI6 Coin: H. ofValentinian, as CK 275,367-75. 
ANIII 5/6115 Coarseware: shell-tempered storage jar; red 
colour-coated Dr 31 imitation; Nene Valley colour-coated flagon. 
ANII 4 Coarseware: BBI cooking-pot with obtuse-angled lattice; 
this deposit is equivalent to ANIV 4 Coarseware: ?New Forest 
colour-coated flagon ; BB I conical flanged bowl ; equivalent to ANY 
6/ 14118/30 Coins: H. ofTheodosius, 383-7; Constantine 11, 337-40; 
Constantine 11, HK 239 (x2), 337-41; H. ofConstantine, copy as HK 
48, 330-45; indet. fourth century; barbarous radiate, 270-90. 
ANY 13117 Coin: H. of Constantine, as HK 87, 335-41. 
ANY 11 / 12 Coin: H. ofTheodosius, as CK 162, 388-402. 

There are no late third or early fourth-century coin 
groups from the sequence within the passage. While 
not conclusive, it therefore seems unlikely that the 
vault was demolished much before the chambers. If 
it is accepted that these events, and the rebuilding of 
the arena wall, occurred as part of the same 
operation, then the sequence of metallings should 
date from c.350/60. Such a date would be compatible 
with the stratified coins from the sequence of 
surfacings. In ANXHI there were five successive 
surfaces. The third surface produced a coin of 
345-60. In ANI there were four successive surfaces. 
The third surface there produced a coin of 367-75. 

Of the metallings sealing the chambers, surface 
ANX 6/13 which sealed the demolished north-west 
chamber produced a latest coin of337-41, while it is 
provided with a later terminus post quem of 350 by 

123. View from the north-east entrance looking into the arena, with late blocking of the gateway ANX 5 abutting block A I 
(right) of the north-west jamb. Scales in feet 
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deposit ANX II. In ANY there were three 
successive surfaces overlying the levelled south-east 
chamber. The first surface (ANY I 0, which is 
stratigraphically earlier than the rebuilding of the 
arena wall) produced a coin of 335-7. The second 
surface (ANY 6, after the rebuilding of the arena 
wall) a coin of383-7, and the final surface ANY II a 
coin of 388-402. 

Deposits In The Arena Contemporary With, Or Later Than, 
The Rebuilding Of The Arena Wall 

ANY 5 (rubble from arena wall) Coins: Constantine,_ copy as HK 
130, 330-45; indet. fourth century; barbarous radiate, 270-90. 
Coarseware: shell-tempered jar; Oxford colour-coated bowl. 
ANX 24 Coarseware: red colour-coated Dr 38 imitation. 
ANX 19 Coin: Constantius 11, HK 242, 337-41. 
ANX 28/30 Coarseware: New Forest colour-coated beaker and bowl. 

PERIOD 5: NARROWING OF THE 
NORTH-EAST ENTRANCE 
(first half of the fifth century) (Fig. 105) 

In this period the effective width of the north-east 
entrance was reduced by the insertion of a timber 
palisade across the passage, while the entrance into 
the arena was narrowed to a width of I.22m by the 
insertion of a number of large blocks. On the 
south-east side of the passage in ANI a trench for a 
timber palisade ANI 4, 0.6m wide, infilled wi~h 
stones set in silt, cut surfaces ANI 6 and ANII 5. This 
ran across the width of the entrance, narrowing it by 
an unknown amount, since the trench extended 
beyond the limits of excavation. The trench was 
sealed by trampled rubble ANI 3 below post
medieval deposit ANI 2. 

The entrance into the arena was reduced by the 
addition of rough masonry ANX 5 on the south-east 
side of block A I (Fig. 123). North-east of this 
masonry dark soft silt ANX 9 containing a large 
number of tumbled, irregular, stones had 
accumulated. On the south-east side the entrance 
was reduced by the addition of two badly shattered 
blocks, A (0.15-0.20m high and I.29m long by 
0.6I m wide) and D (O.IOm high and 1.22m long by 
0.76m wide), which abutted blocks B and F to the 
north-west. These blocks sat upon cobbled surface 
ANY 11/I2, whilst dark loam ANY 3a lay below and 
around the two blocks. A badly weathered limestone 
block (C), with a rebate cut from one corner, was 
found in front of the entrance within the arena; it sat 
upon the layer of tumbled rubble ANY 4. The block 
had perhaps been dislodged from the entrance. 

Dating Evidence 

Slot ANI 4: terminus post quem of367 provided by coin from ANI6. 
ANX5 Coin: H. ofTheodosius? 
ANX9 Coin: H. ofTheodosius, 388-402. 

Blocks A and D: a terminus post quem of 388 is 
provided by the coin from ANY 11/12. As that 
surface itself overlay an earlier surface which 
produced a coin of 383-7 it is likely that the blocking 
occurred sometime in the first half of the fifth century. 

PERIOD 6: ABANDONMENT AND LATER 
REUSE OF THE AMPHITHEATRE 

The North-East Entrance 
The uppermost metalled surfaces within the entrance 
were sealed by a clay-loam turf-line ANII 3, ANIII 3, 
ANIY3, ANY 2a, ANX 4, ANXI 4, ANXII 4, 
ANXIII 8. This was covered by deposits oftrampied 
rubble which presumably relate to reuse of the arena 
around the eighteenth century. 

Decay OfThe Seating BankAnd.Arena Wall 
The terracing on the south-eastern side of the arena 
was overlaid by rubble containing a number of flat 
slabs on edge which had tumbled down from higher 
up the bank (CA I 2 = CAll 2; Fig. I 06). The skeleton 
of a child was found just south of the crest of the bank 
in trench CAI, seemingly contained within a wooden 
coffin (to judge from the presence of six iron nails). 
The burial lay on an east-west alignment, parallel ~i!h 
the terracing. Two adult skeletons were found withm 
deposit CAI 2 at the extreme south-eastern end of the 
trench (i.e. dug into the rear of the seating bank). The 
skeletons were 0.3m apart, both lying in an east-west 
direction with their heads to the east. 

In front of the arena wall in CAI rubble CAI 5/4 
had accumulated, sealed beneath a deposit of 
weathered and decayed mortar CAI 3 which also 
contained some disarticulated human bone. This was 
covered by the rubble overlying the seating bank 
CAI 2. A similar sequence was found in trench 
CAIY, a soil deposit CAIY 5 being overlaid by a thin 
(6-I2mm thick) layer of hard white mortar CAIY 4, 
perhaps a construction level associated with repair or 
rebuilding of the arena wall. Above this was the 
same decayed mortar and plaster level CAIY 3 (= 
CAI 3) beneath general rubble CAIY 2 (= CAI 2). 

In trench AUIII (Fig. I02) the lowest excavated 
deposit was a loose gritty silt with mortar and stone 
chippings AUIII IO sealed below tumble from the 
arena wall AUIII 9 (= AUII 9). Above this was a 
deposit oflarge stones set in loam and gravel AUIII 8 
beneath further rubble AUIII 7 (= AUII 7). This was 
covered by a clay loam turf-line AUIII 4 beneath 
topsails A UIII I, 2, 3. Disarticulated human bone 
was recovered from the turf line and underlying 
rubble deposits. A similar sequence was found in 
trench AUII where the lowest level excavated was a 
deposit containing patches of mortar and pink plaster 
AUII I I. Sealing this was a surface of the arena AUII 
I 0 consisting of small stones and mortar beneath 
another silt layer AUII 8. A deposit of tumble from 
the arena wall AUII 9, I2 containing large pieces of 
cut stone, stone chippings and mortar extended for 
about l.I7m from the wall face. Further rubble AUII 
7 overlay both the rubble and silt. Covering the arena 
wall and the rubble AUII 7 was AUII 5, a dark clayey 
loam ?turf-line (probably= AUIII 4) beneath gravel 
and small stones in a yellow-brown gritty soil AUII 4 
(= AUIII 5). This was sealed by topsails AUII I, 2 
and 3. Deposits AUII 8, II and I2 all contained 
mortar and wall-plaster fragments . Disarticulated 
human bone was recovered from the rubble deposits. 
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124. Plan of amphitheatre 
Trench AUI 

Late Activity Within The Arena 
Trench AUI (Fig. 124), 9.lm square, was excavated 
in the north-eastern part of the arena. It is difficult to 
relate the features found in this trench to the phasing 
proposed for events at the north-east entrance. 

Excavation did not reach natural, the earliest 
deposit identified being an arena surface composed 
of silt and stones AUI 9. This was partly overlaid by 
a surface of small stones and cobbles AUI 7 which 
was in turn partly sealed by one of large stones AUI 
6. The extent of the latter appears to respect the 
south-east and north-east sides of a timber building 
defined by postholes which cut it. Surface AUI 6 is 
therefore likely to be contemporary with the building. 

Part of a timber building was defined by five large 
postholes (Fig. 125). Postholes 1-111 marking the 
probable south-east wall, and (to judge by the 
distribution of metalling) postholes I and IV the 
north-east end. Posthole V may have been internal to 
the building, perhaps an aisle post or some such. A 
pit (I) contained a recent cow burial. ?Posthole I was 
irregular in shape, 1.27m long, 0.81 m wide and 
0.23m deep. The excavator thought it might have 
been a soft spot in the metalling rather than a formal 

posthole; it was filled with a soft silt and its base was 
formed by an earlier arena surface. Postholes 11-V 
were all of similar dimensions, ranging from 0.63m 
to 0.84m in diameter, and 0.15-0.38m deep. Like 
posthole I they were filled with silt. Posthole IV 
contained small fragments of decayed wood; 
posthole 11 animal bone, and posthole III iron nails. 
Immediately outside, and parallel with, the putative 
south-east wall of the building lay six small 
postholes, roughly 0.35m in diameter and 
76-1 02mm deep. The postholes were filled with 
mortar and small pieces of wall-plaster; they lay at 
the edge of surface AUJ6. 

The postholes and surface AUI 6 were sealed by a 
soft silt A U I 5, up to 0.1 m deep at the north-western 
end of the trench, containing small patches of 
mortar. Human and animal bones, and a fragment of 
blown window glass, were also recovered from it. 

Sealing AUI 5 was a light brown clayey-loam 
turf-line AUI 4 that varied in thickness from 
51-76mm and had a layer of gravel and small stones 
on its surface. The layer produced some 
post-medieval pottery, iron fragments and animal 
bone. Cutting into the surface of AUI 4 were 
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125. Timber building constructed in the arena in Trench AUI. The excavated pit second from right is modern. Scales in feet 

eighteen postholes (Postholes 1-18; not illustrated) 
ranging between 0.1 0 and 0.30m in depth and 
between 76 and 190mm in diameter. The postholes 
6, 9, 8, 10 and 12 formed a rough alignment in the 
south-eastern side of the trench and postholes 17, 12, 
14, 11, 5 and 4 were situated roughly at the edges of a 
harder gravel surface to A Ul 4. There was a vague 
alignment between postholes 15, 16 and 12 in a 
north-west to south-east direction across the trench. 
Fragments of decayed timber were recovered from 
postholes 9 and 12. 

Sealing these postholes was another layer of stones 
and gravel set in loam AUI 3 similar to AUI 4. This 
in turn was sealed by a silty subsoil AUI 2 and the 
topsoil. 

Dating Evidence 

Decay Of The Arena Wall And Seating Bank 
CAI4 Coarseware: BBI conical flanged bowl. 
CAI 3 Coarseware: Oxford parchment ware with painted decoration ; 
= CAIV 3 Coin: barbarous radiate, from pax , 270-90. Coarseware: 
BB I cooking-pot, obtuse-angled lattice. 
CAI 2= CAll 2 = CAIV 2 = CAV 2 Coins: Constantius 11 , HK 88, 
335-7; Delmatius, HK 223, 335-7; Constantinopolis, copy as HK 
185, 330-5; copy as CK 25, fourth century; indet. fourth century (x2); 
Tetricus I, RIC 100, 270-3: Tetricus 11 ,270-3 . 
AUII 8 Coins: Constans, 348-50; Constans, CK 33, 348-50; H. of 
Constantine, 330-41; H. ofConstantine. HK 201 , 330-41 . 
AUIII I 0 Coins: Magnentius, CK 209. 350-3: Constans. 337-41. 
AUIII 8 Coin: Valentinian I, CK 307 11 , 364-75. 
AUII 7 = AUIII 7 Coins: Constantine 11 , HK 424. 337-40; indet. 
? fourth century. 

Turf-Line Sealing The North-East Entrance 
ANII3 Coin: H. ofTheodosius, as CK 162, 388-402. 
ANX4 Coin: H. of Theodosius? Pollery: rim from a jar in a 
hand-made grass-tempered fabric (matches vessel in ANX 2). 
= AN XII 4 Coin: H. ofTheodosius, 388-402. 

Turf-Line Over Arena Wall Rubble 
AUII 5 Coin: H. of Theodosius. 388-402. Pollery: two sherds of 
hand-made grass-tempered fabric. 

Trampled Rubble Over Turf-Line In The North-East Entrance 
ANI! 2 Pollery: eighteenth-century wares; = ANIII 2 Coin: farthing, 
?Charles 11. Potlery: eighteenth-century wares; = ANY 2 Pollery: 
eighteenth-century wares. 
ANX 2 Pollery: jar in grass-tempered fabric (matches vessel in ANX 
4); = ANXI 2 Potlery: eighteenth-century wares. 

Topsoils Above The Arena Wall 
CA I-V I (all trenches) Coins: nineteenth-century coin/token; Charles 
I farthing; James 11 , tin farthing with copper plug, 1685-8; James I 
farthing. Pollery: nineteenth-century glazed wares. 

Activity Within The Arena 
AUI 7 (arena surface) Coin: 330-41 . 
Posthole V (building) Pouery: sherds of medieval green-glazed 
ware, twelfth century or later. 
AUI 5 (sealing layer) Coin: H. ofTheodosius, Vict. Augg. Pollery: 
tiny fragment of ?New Forest colour-coated beaker; flanged dish, 
fabric 133. 
AUI 4 (turf line) Pol/ery: seventeenth or eighteenth-century glazed 
ware; medieval glazed jug, comb-impressed stamp decoration. 
AUI 3 Pouery: post-medieval glazed ware. 
AU I 2 Pollery: seventeenth or eighteenth-century glazed ware. Coin: 
Charles 11. half penny, 1660-78. 

DISCUSSION 

The amphitheatre was constructed in the early 
second century on an extended alignment of the 
main street grid of the town, an unusual occurrence 
with Romano-British amphitheatres (Fulford 1989, 
179). Indeed the evidence suggests that the 
amphitheatre was planned from the outset as part of 
the civic building programme of Corinium, rather 
than being a subsequent additio·n as was the case at 
Silchester (ibid.). The amphitheatre exploited the site 
of an earlier quarry, the south-eastern sector of the 
cavea seemingly being placed against the quarry 
face. In the primary amphitheatre the mound was 
retained by drystone walls at the north-east entrance, 
with the superstructure and seating presumably 
formed from timber. It is uncertain whether the arena 
wall was built from stone or timber in this phase, 
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126. Diagram to show the ratio of the area of arena to the area of seating bank in Romano-British amphitheatres (after L. 
Wheeler 1992) 

although to judge material found in the deposits 
which accumulated in the arena, it certainly seems to 
have been plastered externally, as was also the case 
with the military amphitheatres at Chester 
(Thompson 1976, 144-7) and Caerleon (Wheeler and 
Wheeler 1928, 118), No details were recovered of 
the original arrangement at the gate into the arena, 
which was presumably also of timber. The seating 
bank of the amphitheatre covered a comparatively 
large area, the ratio with the area of the arena being 
roughly 2:1. A similar ratio occurs at Chester and 
Dorchester, whereas the other Romano-British 
amphitheatres have a ratio of about 1: 1 (L. Wheeler 
1992, 144) (Fig. 126). Dorchester cari be considered 
exceptional as the cavea was fashioned from a 
pre-existing prehistoric henge monument (Bradley 
1976). 

The dumps of quarry waste which formed the bank 
had been laid in a series of compacted horizontal 
stepped layers,'with the upper surface composed of 
drystone terrace walls which must have served as the 
base for timber' seating. Traces of sixteen terraces 

survived in trench CAI, and taking the average 
spacing of 0.9m found in CAll, there would have 
been room for about 28 rows in all on the bank. The 
rake of the cavea seems not to have been uniform to 
judge from the section of CAI (Fig. I 06). The lower 
half of the bank (arena wall to terrace G) appears to 
have been set at an angle of about 25° ·to the 
horizontal, similar to that in the stone amphitheatre 
at Silchester (Fulford 1989, 173). Further. back 
(terrace J to crest) the angle of rake is nearer 20° and 
is not a simple projection of the lower rake. This may 
suggest that the rear part of the terracing was used by 
standing spectators, the gap between terraces H and I 
or I and J perhaps forming a gangway. 

The length of the first terrace above the arena wall 
from entrance to entrance around the south-east bank 
is about 72m, while that on the crest of the bank was 
about 120m long. If we double these measurements 
to include the north-west bank as well, assume 26 
intermediate rows and allow a seated width of 0.6m 
per person, this gives a total figure of about 8,000. 
While the upper terraces would have been carried 
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over the entrances, deduction should be made for 
steps, gangways and entrances, and so an actual 
capacity in the region of 8,000 is likely. If it is 
assumed that the rear part of the terracing (say eleven 
terraces) was for standing spectators, and that they 
stood two deep on each terrace, with a similar width 
allowance of0.6m gives a total capacity in the region 
of 11 ,500. These figures compare with estimated 
seated capacities of about 7,000 at Chester 
(Thompson 1976, 184) and 3,000 in the Silchester 
stone period (Fulford 1989, 175). 

The structure of Period 1 is unlikely to have lasted 
more than 50 years, and quite possibly much less, 
before the north-east entrance (and presumably the 
opposing one also) and the arena wall were rebuilt in 
Period 2. The entrance was now 4.45m wide and the 
banks on either side retained by masonry; for a 
distance of 8.5m from the arena gate, as far as the 
first pair of imposts, the passage must have been 
open to the sky. From these imposts outwards it was 
probably vaulted, but how far the vault ran is not 
certain and two possibilities arise. It could have 
terminated at the next pair of imposts, 11.3m further 
out, in which case the remaining length of the 
passage walls (10.5m) would have simply retained 
the rearward slope of the cavea. This arrangement 
would imply the absence of an outer circumference 
wall for the amphitheatre, as at Silchester; indeed 
Fulford (1989, 186) has argued that only the two 
military ludi at Caerleon and Chester possessed such 
walls in Britain, and that civilian amphitheatres 
elsewhere followed the Silchester pattern, although 
London may in part to be an exception (N. Bateman 
1997, 71 ). However, there are slight indications that 
Cirencester may also be among them, despite the 
failure, in trench CAI, to find an exterior wall on the 
south-east side; reasons for its absence have already 
been discussed (p. 153). 

At the outer, northern, corner of the north-east 
entrance passage, in trench ANXVI, the wall turned 
in a direction as if to enclose the bank of the cavea. 
The level here was well below that encountered 
nearer the arena and it is not unlikely that the two 
outside corners had originally supported imposts, 
which subsequently had been robbed and broken up; 
it may not be coincidence that fragments of a large 
block had been incorporated here in the wall, which 
might belong to Period 3 (p. 161 ). Had there been 
imposts at these corners, it is worth noting that the 
three pairs in the passage would then have been 
equidistant from one another. 

There seems to be no good reason, therefore, why 
the cavea should not have been bounded by an 
external wall, at least on the north-western sector. 
This would also have allowed the entrance passage 
to have been vaulted for the remainder of its length; 
as with entrance B at Caerleon (Wheeler and 
Wheeler 1928, 121) it is likley that the vault would 
have been raked to conform with the slope of the 
seating bank. One other . observation is worth 
making. Good building stone was scarce at 
Silchester and even what there was had to be brought 
some distance. But the amphitheatre at Cirencester 

was sitting in the middle of a quarry, so there would 
have been no reason for economy. Finally, no serious 
attempt has ever been made to explore the line of a 
possible outer wall on the north-west side, so it 
would be unwise to reject its existence until this has 
been done. 

Stairs on either side of the entrance passage 
immediately inside the arena gate gave access onto 
the terracing, the first row of which would have been 
level with the top of the arena wall. A flight of stairs 
lay in a comparable position in the northern entrance 
at Chester (Thompson 1976, 171 ). The arena wall 
survived to a maximum height of 1.37m (in trench 
CAIV), and to judge from its relationship with the 
terracing in CAI it cannot have stood much more 
than 1.6-1.8m above the latest arena surface. This is 
noticeably lower than other similar walls, which 
were at least 3 m high (Fulford 1989, 185). There was 
a timber gate at the entrance into the arena, which 
presumably opened outwards for otherwise it would 
have impeded access to the stairs when it was open. 
The gate was pivoted at the north-west jamb, and the 
absence of a corresponding pivot on the other side 
suggests that it had a single leaf. 

Before the end of the second century two 
modifications occurred at the north-east entrance. 
The masonry walls which retained the seating bank 
on either side of the entrance were rebuilt almost 
from foundation level, perhaps because the original 
walls had collapsed due to outward pressure from the 
cavea. Apparently slightly later, two small chambers 
were inserted on either side of the entrance into the 
spaces formally occupied by the stair wells. Both 
chambers had doors into the arena, and the 
south-east chamber also had one into . the main 
entrance passage. Whether there was a 
corresponding door communicating between the 
passage and the north-west chamber is less certain, 
although the possibility is not excluded. The 
evidence for scratch marks on the sill of the door 
between the south-east chamber and the arena 
suggests an iron grill, while the corresponding 
doorway in the north-west · chamber might 
conceivably have been a drop gate. Both chambers 
probably had timber superstructures · above stone 
foundations, except for the arena wall. As they were 
placed within the stairwells they would· have been 
open to the elements, unless roofed. The possible 
functions of small chambers associated with the 
arena have been discussed by Fulford (1989, 
189-90). Chambers in comparable positions adjacent 
to an entrance have been found in the amphitheatres 
at Chester and 'London. That at Chester lay on one 
side only of the north entrance and was.larger than 
those at Cirencester (4.2m x 3.6m internally, cf. 
2.4m x 2.1m for our south-east chamber). The room 
at Chester differs from those at Cirencester in that it 
had only a single opening onto the arena, and the 
presence within it of an altar to Nemesis, the goddess 
of retribution, marks it clearly as a cult room 
(Thompson 1976, 166-70). At London two chambers · 
lay either side of tke. east entrance. They too were 
larger than the Cirencester chambers, and that to the 
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north of the entrance has been interpreted either as a 
changing-room or a Nemeseum. The southern 
chamber, however, had a monolithic threshold in the 
entrance into the arena which preserved slots for a 
timber ?trap-door, and so suggests its use as an 
animal-pen (N. Bateman 1997, 58-9). The Cirencester 
chambers are also best interpreted as beast-pens, or 
cells for prisoners. Animals could be loaded into the 
pens from the entrance passage while the main gate 
into the arena was closed, and thus the pens refilled 
while the games were in progress. The possible 
evidence for an iron grill in the door of the south-east 
chamber further supports this interpretation. The 
location of beast-pens either side of the main 
entrances was evidently the normal plan in north 
African amphitheatres (Fulford 1989, 189). 

Following the addition of the chambers in the later 
second century the amphitheatre appears to have 
continued without significant alteration, at least 
within the excavated areas, throughout the third 
century. A reflooring of the north-west chamber 
(ANX 27) produced pottery datable from the second 
quarter of the third century onwards, while a 
resurfacing of the arena (ANY 36) which could also 
be traced into the entrance passage and south-east 
chamber yielded a coin of270-90. 

A fundamental change occurred at the north-east 
entrance c.350/60 when the walls retaining the 
cavea, the vault and side chambers were demolished, 
the stone being carted away for reuse elsewhere. It is 
conceivable that the entrance may actually have 
collapsed, although as the surviving fabric gives no 
hint of this it is better to envisage a major job of 
demolition. By this time there is some evidence that 
the amphitheatre was generally in a state of 
dereliction and may no longer have been used for 
performances. Coins from the rubble overlying the 
ruined terraces on the surface of the cave a, and from 
the decay ofthe arena wall, in trenches CAI-11, IV-V 
form a consistent group with latest issues of 335-7. 
Seemingly contained within this material, although 
possibly subsequently cut into it, were three burials 
within trench CAI. These are doubtless outliers to 
the fourth-century Bath Gate cemetery (CEC Il). In 
the arena a charcoal-rich deposit ANY 19/21/35 had 
accumulated above the arena surface prior to the 
Period 4 rebuilding, and this might be taken as 
evidence for a period of disuse. It would appear 
therefore that the amphitheatre had fallen out of 
active use in the late third or early fourth century, and 
was recommissioned c.350-60, although almost 
certainly for a different function from that for which 
it was originally constructed. Such an interpretation 
would be in keeping with the scant evidence for the 
late Roman history of other Romano-British 
amphitheatres, which display a general absence of 
evidence for structural renewal in the fourth century 
(Fulford 1989, 192). 

The reason for the demolition of the north-east 
entrance appears to have been to provide a wider 
metalled access into the arena, one more suitable for 
use by wheeled vehicles, as the ruts worn into the 
cobbled surfaces testify. Once the masonry walls 

were demolished the mass of the cavea was dug back 
on either side of the entrance and retained by a series 
of wooden posts which must have supported timber 
shuttering. The levelled passage walls were now 
covered by metalled surfaces which indicate that the 
entrance was now about 8m wide towards the rear of 
the bank (trenches ANI, ANXIII), funnelling in to 
pass through the original entrance into the arena. 
Little pattern can be made from the postholes on 
either side of the entrance, which were evidently 
replaced on a number of occasions, as they were 
associated with at least three successive metalled 
surfaces. Clearly the posts represent successive 
attempts to halt the progressive slumping forward of 
the eroding bank. Between three and five 
superimposed gravel and stone surfaces were found 
in the entrance, which with the evidence of rutting, 
points to the weight of traffic passing to and fro into 
the arena. Rough surfaces were found within the 
arena itself close to the entrance. South of the 
entrance the arena wall was crudely rebuilt, which 
may have no greater significance than being a further 
attempt to prevent the bank from slipping forward. 
Taken together the Period 4 works suggest that the 
amphitheatre was adapted for a use which entailed 
regular access by wheeled traffic. An extra-mural 
market, as Wacher (1995, 322) suggested, seems 
highly plausible. 

The amphitheatre continued to function in its new 
guise into the fifth century, for a metalled surface 
which produced a coin of 383-7 was in turn replaced 
by another (which produced a coin of 388-402). 
Resting upon the latter was a crude blocking which 
reduced the usable width of the entrance into the 
arena to a pedestrian access no more than about 1.6m 
wide. Further north-east a palisade or fence also 
served to block off the entrance. It is difficult to date 
this event, but it must have occurred well into the 
fifth century, if not later. Wacher (1976, 16-17) has 
raised the possibility that the amphitheatre was 
turned into a fortified retreat in the sub-Roman 
period. At Silchester the south entrance was 
refurbished in timber and a palisade placed along the 
top of the seating bank, although here the activities 
seem to be associated with the creation of a 
twelfth-century ringwork (Fulford 1989, 193-5). 

Following this late activity the entrance was 
abandoned and a turf-line developed over the site. 
Significant finds from the turf sealing the gate and 
arena wall were four sherds of grass-tempered 
pottery which can be broadly dated to the fifth-eighth 
century (Vince 1984; Timby 1995). Significantly, 
grass-tempered pottery has not been found from any 
site within the walls of Cirencester, the only other 
local findspot being the earlier sixth-century burials 
dug through the ruins of the Roman building at The 
Barton, less than 1 km distant (P. Brown 1976). 
Another small collection of early Saxon pottery was 
recovered under salvage conditions from Grove 
Lane, a short distance outside the north-east town 
defences in the Abbey Grounds (CEC Eastern Relief 
Road Archive). Within the arena there was a 
substantial post-built structure. The single sherd of 
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medieval glazed pottery from one of the postholes 
suggests a date in the twelfth century or later for this 
structure, if it is not intrusive. The excavator records 
that the upper layers of the trench were very 
churned-up, and the sherd could have intruded from 
above. He also points out that there is· virtually no 

other evidence for twelfth-century activity within the 
arena, and prefers to associate the building with the 
period of the grass-tempered pottery. Certainly 
further work is required before the date of the 
building can be conclusively established. 
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THE SHOPS 

THE SHOPS IN INSULA II (THE POSSIBLE MACELLUM) 

EXCAVATIONS DIRECTED BY]. S. WACHER 1961 

N eil Holbrook 

As part of the Leaholme excavations in the summer 
of 1961, thirteen trenches were excavated within the 
south-eastern part of insula II (Sites AK, AL, AM), 
with a further two trenches (AMI, AMY) falling 
across street F (p. 28, F.3) which separated insula 11 
from insula V to the south-east (Figs. 82, 127). In 
1986 a watching brief was conducted during 
development north-west of the area excavated in 
1961. This revealed traces of what appears to be a 
public building. 

STREETF 

Above the filled ditches I and 11 of the Leaholme fort 
(CEC I, 28) fifteen street surfaces and associated 
patchings, make-ups and silt deposits were identified 
which attained a maximum thickness of 1.98m (Fig. 
130, section AC). The lower levels (AMI 35 to 55) 
were of grouted gravel, with no rubble sub-base. 
Above AMI 35, substantial rubble bases were laid 
below running surfaces of compacted (possibly 
grouted) limestone brash and gravel. The uppermost 
surfaces in AMI were composed of stone and mortar 
AMl 6 and sand and pebbles AMI 4. The surfaces 
displayed slight subsidence over fort ditches I and 11, 
and were largely featureless. In its later phases the 
north-west side of the street was defined by an open 
ditch against the front portico of the building in insula 
11, while its south-eastern edge was marked by the 
probable sleeper wall of a portico fronting the shops 
in insula V (Fig. 131 ). The width of the street 
between these two features varied from about 13-15m 
(Fig. 82). Some 3.3m in front of the portico to insula 
V was a stone-lined drain AMY 3 which was 0.38m 
wide, 0.36m deep, and filled with a greenish brown 
silt and small stones. 

PERIOD 1: DEPOSITS PRE-DATING THE 
PUBLIC BUILDING(c.70-early secondcentury) 
(Fig.129) 

The first three surfaces of street F pre-date the 
construction of the public building, and were sealed 

by a layer of turf and clay which most probably 
derived from the fort rampart and which had been 
spread during levelling and digging of foundation 
trenches for the stone building (Fig. 130, section 
AC). The top of the spread rampart material AMII 32 
was cut by a gully aligned east to west. .. 

Following the filling of ditches Ill, IV and V of the 
Leaholme fort extensive dumps of gravel and clay 
(ALII 45-41; AKII 23-22; AMII 53-47; AMIII 21-19; 
AMIV 41-22; AMYl 17, 15) were spread across the 
south-eastern part of the insula, some forming 
recognisable surfaces, but containing few features. 
At the north-eastern end of the excavation area in 
AMIII a pit AMIII 22, 0.3m deep filled with mixed 
clay and gravel was found, while in AMIV a square 
pit AMIV 34, 0.76m deep, was dug into metalled 
surface AMIV 28. It was filled with clay and stones. 
Adjacent to the pit was a stone-lined well, 0.55m in 
diameter internally, which was cut into a layer of· 
rubble AMIV 23. Overlying the gravel and clay 
dumps sealing ditch V of the fort was thin occupation 
deposit AMYl 13 cut by a clay-filled pit AMVI 
14/16, 1.5m in diameter. 

Some evidence for structures was recovered at the 
south-western end of the site. In AKI the silt 
overlying the uppermost street surface predating the 
stone building was cut by two post-pits: They were 
not completely excavated, but the pits were ar least 
1.25m across and contained post-pipes, 0.35m in 
diameter. In AL VII (Fig. 133, section FG) a stone and 
gravel surface AL VII 33 had two stakeholes cut into 
it. Above this was a thin layer of occupation material 
AL VII 31 below a white mortar floor AL VII 30. This 
was covered with deposits of gravel AL VII 29/28/27 
and occupation beneath a thin brown clay floor 
ALVII 24. Cut into this surface was a timber slot 
AL VII 25, 0.2m wide and at most 90mm deep, 
associated with a single stakehole AL VII 26. 
South-east of the slot a thick, charcoal-rich 
occupation deposit ALVII 23 overlay the floor.· 
Filling the slot and covering the floor was a smooth 
compacted sandy surface AL VII 22 overlaid by 
further make-up dumps of gravel, occupation 

'. 
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material and silty clay (A LVII 21, 20, 19) beneath 
another possible surface A LVII 18. This was covered. 
by further dumps of clay, occupation material and 
decayed mortar (A LVII 17/16/15/14) beneath a white 
mortar floor with stony surface ALVII 13. 

Dating Evidence 

Street Surfaces 
AMI 55 Samian: Dr 30. SG. Flavian. 
ALlll 24 Samian: Dr 18, cup. SG, Flavian. 

Deposits Earlier Than The Public Building 
ALII 41 Samian: 15/17R or 18R. SG, Flavian-Trajanic? 
AKII 22 Samian Dr 29, SG, c.70-85; Dr 18 (x 4), 35, 36, SG, 
probably all Flavian; Dr 31, CG, Antonine. . · 
AMII 51 Samian: Dr 29, SG, c.60-80. 
AMIV 39 Coarseware: late third or fourth-century colour-coated 
ware. 
AL VII 29 Coin Hoard: Nero, RIC 329 (x2), RIC 338, all 64-8. 
ALVII 22 Samian: cup, M d V, Trajanic; Dr 18, SG, Flavian. 
Coarseware: imitation BBI flat-rimmed bowl. 
AL VII 20 Samian: Dr 29 (x2). c.65-80. 
ALVII19Coin:Vespasian,RIC473,71: · , , , .. 
AMI V 22 Coarseware: BB I bowL .~· · . . . • ,. ' , 
AMYl 13 Coarseware: irnitatibil of saniian ·or 37.with combed .·. · 'q/.1 .. 

.. decoration. · · ., · • " •. · ~ ;.· ·. < .... 
• ... • ~· ~ : -.; j ~ ~ ~~~ :~ • 

The infilling of the stretch of Leaholme fort :ditctqll· · - :.' : :·. 
which was subsequently utilised as· a gravel quarry , '. : .' ·. 
has been-dated to the period c.70-85.{CEC·I; 187) .•. 
From the overlying deposits, and excludiflg th~ !at~( :; 
material from AKII 22 and AMIV 39 as intrusive, · 
the latest 'pieces are the Trajanic samian imd the. 
imitation BB I bowL In··· BB 1 such types do not 
appear before the late first century. Overall the . 
evidence suggests that the stone building was not •' 
constructed before the early second century. 

Discus!)ion 
In this period the south-eastern part of insula 11 
seems to have comprised large areas of open 
gravelled metalling, with the occasional pit and well, 
and evidence for a timber building or buildings at the 
south-western end. Given the absence of floor levels 
it seems unlikely that there was a timber building 
with a plan identical to the later stone structure. 
Open areas bordering the forum are known from a 

" \) 

... 
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number of towns (such as Silchester, Leicester and 
Exeter; Bidwell 1979, 80-1) and they may have 
served as cattle markets, a trade hardly appropriate to 
the forum and (in Rome at least) kept separate. 

PERIOD 2: CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
PUBLIC BUILDING (early second century) 
(Figs. 127, 129) 

The building comprised a colonnaded external 
portico with a range of rooms (almost certainly 
shops) to the rear. Behind the shops was an internal 
portico (or less likely a corridor) with an open 
metalled courtyard beyond. The full dimensions of 
the building did not lie within the excavation areas, 
extending both to the north-east and south-west. The 
external portico was 4.25m wide, the rooms up to 
5.5m wide and the rear portico 3.2m wide (all 
internal dimensions). The courtyard extended for a 
distance in excess of I 0.6m from the internal portico. 

The stylobate of the external portico (A) was 0.9m 
wide, and had trench-built foundations of undressed 
stones set in yellow mortar (Fig. 130, section AC). 
The foundations were dug to varying depths into the 
underlying deposits, in AMII being five courses 
(0.68m) deep on the south-east side and only three 
courses deep on the north-west side of the wall. In 
ALIIII, however, there were eight or nine courses of 
mortared footings laid in herringbone fashion, with 
the upper courses having been terraced into the side 
of the infilled fort ditch Ill (Fig. 132, section DE). 

Consequently on the north-west side of the wall 
fifteen dressed courses survived above an offset 
0.15m wide, compared with seven courses on the 
south-east side. In AMII only two dressed courses of 
the original work survived, the upper levels being the 
subject of a later rebuild. No evidence of 
reconstruction of the wall was found in ALI/11. 

The internal sty lobate wall of the portico (B) also 
had trench-laid, mortared herringbone foundations, 
which were up to ten courses (1.2m) deep in AMII 
since it was built on the edge of ditch IV of the fort 
(Fig. 134). In AMII/111 this wall, like the front wall, 
had been the subject of later rebuilding, the lower 
five courses representing original work. No evidence 
of reconstruction was detected in AL VII, where the 
top of the wall had been rendered smooth. This was 
undoubtedly to provide a level bedding for the 
colonnade, and a scar in the surface, up to 0.6m 
across, may mark the site of such a column. 
Fragments of column drum and capital were 
recovered from demolition levels. 

Behind the portico lay a range of shops, the back 
wall (D) being 0.9m wide with similar footings to 
wall B. There was a 90mm offset on the south-east 
side of the wall, above which only one course 
survived. Beyond lay an internal portico. The back 
wall (F) was narrower (0 .61 m) with a different 
foundation (loosely packed stones) to all the other 
walls of the building, on top of which was a levelling 
course, and above that up to three courses of 
well-dressed stones with a rubble core survived. 

134. Wall B of the external 
portico of the public building 
in insula 11. Note in the section 
pit IV infilled with animal 
bones (within Shop 5). Trench 
AMIII. Scale in feet 
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The Street 
Following the construction of the stone building an 
open ditch AMII 3 I I ALl 24, up to 1.15m wide and 
0.65m deep, was dug against the stylobate of the 
portico (Fig. 130, section AC). Two layers of 
.metalling AMI 38/AMII 27 and AMI35/AMII 25 (= 
surfaces 4 and 5) can be associated with this phase of 
the building. 

The External Portico 
A thick make-up dump of clay and rubble AMII 44 
was overlaid by a clay floor AMII 43, and it is likely 
to have been from above this floor that Period 3 
rebuilding occurred (Fig. 130, section A C). 

The Shops 
Within the area later occupied by Shop 1 the same 
deposit AL VII 9/12 appeared to fill the construction 
trenches of the rear wall of the portico and partition 
wall K. No deposits could therefore be identified 
which relate to the period before the construction of 
the partition wall in this room. Within the area later 
occupied by Shop 5 (Fig. 130, section AC) 
construction of the building seems to be marked by a 
stony-mortar surface AMIII 18a which was covered 
by dumps of silt, pebbles and sand A Mill 19, 18, 17. 
To judge from the section it may be at this point that 
the rear wall of the portico was rebuilt, and by 
inference partition wall C inserted. 

The Internal Portico 
Overlying the crmstruction trench for the back wall 
of the portico was an uncompacted gravel and sand 
surface AMIV 25 which contained two stakeholes 
(Fig. 130, section AC). This was covered by 
make-up AMIV 19 for a decayed mortar floor AMIV 
18, which may be the same surface as mortar floor 
AL VIII 13 in the south-western part of the portico 
where it was covered with a thin layer of burnt 
trample AL VIII 12. At the north-eastern end of the 
portico the floor was covered by a further two 
surfaces of clay AMIV 15/16/17 and gravel AMIV 
13. It was from this level that rebuilding of the rear 
wall of the portico occurred. 

The Courtyard 
Overlying the infilled Period I pit AMVI 14116 was 
a dump of stiff clay AMYl 12 beneath tips of clay 
and burnt material AM VI 11110/9/8. 

Dating Evidence 

The Street (4th-5th Successive Surfaces) 
ALII I 17 Samian: Dr 18, SG, Flavian-Trajanic. 
AMI 38 Samian: Dr 18/31 , M d V, Trajanic. 
AM1127 Coin: Yespasian, as RIC 497, 71. 
ALl 27 Coarseware: small colour-coated roughcast beaker. 

The Courtyard 
AMYl 12 Coin: Constantinopolis, copy as HK 52, 330-45. 

Excluding the coin from AMYl 12 as intrusive, the 
material associated with the first phase of the 
building does not provide a terminus post quem 

later than that which precedes its construction. 
Consequently there is no useful evidence to date the 
duration of the first phase of the building. In the 
range later occupied by the shops it is conceivable 
that there were timber partitions, all evidence for 
which had been destroyed by the later stone walls, 
although the absence of floor levels poses a problem. 
Indeed there is evidence to suggest that the duration 
of Period 2 may have been quite short. In the area 
later occupied by Shop I the same make-up deposit 
seemingly filled the construction trenches of both the 
back wall of the external portico and one of the 
partition walls. Certainly no floor levels which could 
be associated with the primary phase of the building 
could be detected in this room. Likewise in the area 
later occupied by Shop 5 no surfaces could be 
associated with this phase, and there was only a 
single clay floor found in the external portico. 

The question is raised whether the building was 
ever completed and utilised in its original plan 
before modification occurred. It is unlikely that the 
two events were actually continuous, however, as 
two street surfaces were seemingly laid between the 
start of initial construction and the commencement 
of Period 3 modification. It is conceivable that after 
construction started there was a hiatus in the 
programme, the building subsequently being 
completed to a slightly modified plan with internal 
partitions. If this is correct, and further work is 
required for certainty, the break was of sufficient 
duration for the surface of street F to be replaced 
twice. Using the calculations in Table I (p. 23), a 
period in the order of 30-50 years could be 
suggested. The building was certainly in use by the 
late Antonine period (p. 186). 

PERIOD 3 CONSTRUCTION: 
MODIFICATION OF THE PUBLIC 
BUILDING (earlier/mid-second century) 
(Figs. 127-129) 

The stylobate walls of the external portico at the 
north-eastern end of the building were either rebuilt 
or completed in a different style of masonry. The 
front wall (A) in AMII (Fig. 130, section AC) was 
built from above the second course with small 
regular, well-pointed stones eight courses high. Th~ 
top of the wall was level: it showed no evidence of 
robbing and appears to have been deliberately 
rendered to form a flat base for a colonnade. Its 
rebuilding appears to be contemporary with street 
metalling AMII 25/AMI 35 (the sixth surface). The 
inside wall of the portico (B) was rebuilt above the 
fifth course, and was slightly misaligned with the 
earlier work lying fractionally to the south-east of 
centre. Five courses of new work were laid, with 
their top, like wall A, rendered flat. Both walls 
utilised a pale stony mortar. 

The shops were defined by at least four partition 
walls. Shops 1 and 2 were separated by wall K, 
0.76m wide. This comprised rough trench-built 
herringbone foundations bound with much mortar 
beneath two levelling courses. There was an offset 
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135. The junction ofwalls Band C (to the right) within 
Shop 5 of the building within insula 11. Note the stones 
projecting from the face of wall B 

75mm wide above the foundations, on top of which 
up to four dressed courses had survived later 
robbing. The wall formed a straight butt joint with 
wall B. Only the foundations remained at the 
junction with wall (D) where there was evidence of 
a bodged joint; wall D had been cut back to receive 
the foundations of wall K, into which soil had then 
been trampled. 

Shops 2 and 3 were separated by partition wall J, 
which abutted and was roughly bonded into wall B, 
and shops 3 and 4 by wall H. The latter was 0.91m 
wide and also abutted wall B. It was pointed with 
mortar that was slightly different to that used in wall 
J, being whiter and containing small tile fragments. 
Shops 4 and 5 were separated by wall C, 0.91 m wide. 
The foundations were trench-built with no evident 
coursing and an abundant use of mortar, and were 
not as deeply dug as wall B. lt was of one period, and 
bonded with a similar mortar to that used in the 
rebuilt sections ofthe stylobate walls of the external 
portico. The few upper courses of wall C, which had 
survived later robbing, were crudely bonded with the 
lower two courses of wall B, while they formed a 
butt joint with the lower courses of the back wall D. 

Immediately north-east of the junction between 
walls B and J a single stone projected from the 
north-west face of the former, and a similar 
occurrence was noted north-east of the junction 
between walls B and H where three stones projected 
from the same face. At the junction between walls B 
and C, stones in the second course from the top of 
wall B also projected beyond the face (Fig. 135). 
This suggests that the intention to construct partition 
walls in these approximate locations was already 
decided when wall B was rebuilt. 

The back wall of the internal portico (F) was 
demolished to a height of one to three courses above 

136. The wall (E) of the internal portico of the building in 
insula 11, showing the entrance threshold . To the left is wall 
G of Period 3 which has subsided into the underlying fort 
ditch. Trench AMIV. Scale in feet 

the foundations, and a new wall (E), 0.9m wide, 
constructed just behind it (Figs. 128, 130, section 
AC). The internal width of the portico was now 
4.15m, almost exactly the same as the external 
portico. Wall E was constructed on about four 
courses of irregular foundations bound with a 
yellow-buff mortar. At the south-western end of the 
site it had been robbed to the top of the foundations , 
although it was better preservec! to the north-east 
where the bottom four courses were formed from 
irregular masonry pointed with a pink streaky 
mortar. The upper six courses were better dressed, 
and there was evidence of an entrance threshold in 
AMIV above the fourth course, formed from two 
layers of thin slabs (Fig. 136). 

The External Portico 
Overlying the Period 2 surface AMII 43 (Fig. 130, 
section AC) was a second similar floor AMII42, into 
which were cut two flat-bottomed slots (one is 
probably a recut of the other). The slots were about 
0.6m wide, 0.38m deep, and there was no silting or 
burning within them to suggest their function . 
South-east of the slots was a small hearth on the 
surface of the floor. No trace of the slots was found 
in AKIV, although a similar slot AKII 17, on the 
same alignment, which terminated in trench ALII 
might conceivably be the same feature. Here it was 
cut into a series of gravel deposits AKII 20-18. 

Shop 1 
Pre-building surface ALVII 13 (Fig. 133, section 
FG) was sealed by thick dumps of clay, gravel and 
rubble ALVII 9/ 12 which appeared to fill the 
construction trenches for both the inside wall of the 
portico (B) and partition wall K. The top of this 
deposit was level with the top of the offsets above 
the levelling courses of both walls. Covering the 
rubble make-up was a layer of black ash and charcoal 
AL VII 11 which also filled a large pit. 
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Shops 2, 3, and 4 
There was no investigation of primary floor levels in 
these shops. 

ShopS 
Make-up dump AMIII 17 (Fig. 130, section AC) was 
covered by a red clay floor containing pebbles and 
large stones AMIII 16. Cut into this floor were three 
pits and a series of slots which lay within a shallow 
depression. 

The Internal Portico 
The levelled remnants of rear wall (F) were covered 
by dumps of mortar and stones AMI V 11 (Fig. 130, 
section A C) and clay AMIV 1 0 which also appears 
to have infilled the construction trench of the new 
rear wall (E). Contained within this deposit were 
some wedge-shaped stones, most probably voussoirs 
from an arched entrance or arcade in the original 
wall. Further make-up comprised a thick dump of 
rubble with occasional mortar tips AMIV 9 
(probably equivalent to AL VIII 11/9) beneath a 
possible thin clay floor AMIV 8. 

Dating Evidence 
There is no dating evidence for Period 3 construction. 

PERIOD 3 OCCUPATION: USE OF THE 
PUBLIC BUILDING (earlier/mid-second to 
later fourth century) (Figs. 128-9) 

Two later modifications to the building can be 
detected. Unfortunately neither is well dated. 

At some stage a massive new wall (G) was 
constructed adjacent to the back wall of the internal 
portico (E) (Fig. 130, section AC). Wall G lay 
immediately outside wall E (Fig. 136). At the 
north-eastern end of the site it directly overlay one 
of the filled fort ditches (ditch V). Here the 
trench-built mortared foundations, some 2m wide, 
had been dug to a depth of 0.96m. At the 
south-western end of the site only the south-eastern 
edge of the wall was found. Here it seemed to ~ 
overlie natural clay with five courses of irregular 
mortar-bonded foundations being dug to a depth of 
0.9lm. At this point it was apparent also that the 
wall haq not been either completed, or else 
demolished within the Roman period, as the 
foundations were directly overlaid by a thick 
deposit of courtyard gravel. . In AMIV the 
north-west face survived to a height of up to three 
courses; it was offset by 0.6m from the edge of the 
foundations and composed of regularly dressed 
stones well-pointed with a bright sandy mortar. 
There was no evidence that the south-eastern edge 
of the wall had ever been faced. An earlier 
excavation trench had unfortunately removed the 
relationship of the courtyard deposits to wall G at 
this point. Its location above the fort ditch caused 
serious subsidence, and a shear crack opened up for 
a length of 1.45m as the foundations tipped sharply 
to the north-west. · 

lt is unlikely that wall G was designed to simply 

replace wall E as it was totally out of proportion to 
the scale of the building. More probably, it belonged 
to a. massive building erected in the courtyard 
immediately adjacent to the internal portico. The 
lack of finish on the south-eastern face of the wall 
supports this suggestion, since, if wall E remained in 
place after wall G was built, then this face would 
never hav(;! been seen. The evidence suggests that the 
new building was never completed, possibly because 
there were insufficient . foundations to prevent 
subsidence. 

The. back wall of the external portico (B) shows 
evidence for later modification in the central part of 
the site. This comprised a crudely built wall (K), 
0.61m wide, whi.ch sat upon a laye_r of clay which 
itself overlay the top of wall B in AKIII. The wall 
was bonded with mortar, earth and clay, and was 
markedly misaligned with wall B, overlapping its 
southern-eastern face. The wall ~mly survived to a 
height of one course and was far from continuous. It 
might have formed ·a rough walling-up of the 
entrances to shops 2 and 3. This wall'occurs very late 
in the sequence being associated with the latest floor 
surface in shop 2. 

The Street 
As the street levels rose a clay and mortar-bond~d 
kerb wall, 0.3-0.46m wide, was constructed above 
surface AMI 28/AMII 23/ALI 22 (Fig. 130, section 
AC; Fig. 132, section DE). It was founded upon a 
broad foundation and survived up to six courses 
high (which is likely to have been its original 
height). The kerb served to revet the side of the 
street metalling and prevented it from slipping into 
the ditch. It may also have acted as a foundation for 
wooden steps which would have permrtted access 
over the ditch and into the· portico. As die street 
surfaces rose the kerb eventually became engulfed; 
and was replaced by a second kerb formed from 
stone blocks which rested'upon·the lower fills ofthe 
ditch. · . 

In AMI two wheel ruts were visible in surface AMI 
23 and a posthole, pit and two wheel ruts in surface 
AMI 2. In ALl two postholes were cut into a surface 
which overlay the obscured kerb.·. · ' 

The External Portico 
The slots cut into the primary floor in AMII (Fig. 
130, section AC) were filled and the floor sealed by 
dumps of silt and sand beneath a patchy mortar floor 
AMII 17, which might be the same surface as the 
mortar floors found elsewhere in the portico (AKIV 
25/29/30/34; AKII 21; ALII 33/34). In AMII a series 
of stakeholes penetrated the floor. 

Overlying the mortar floor in AMH were deposits 
of clay, gravel and silt which may have formed 
surfaces, although none was particularly well·made. 
Above th~se was a sand and pebble floor AMII' 8 
sealed beneath a thin layer bf occupation material; a 
sta~ehole and pit were cut 'through it Elsewhere a 
possible gravel surface AKIV '23/24/26 overlay the 

_mortar floor; this was covered wit~ layers'ofgravel 
and. clay; into which shallow pit(AKIV Pit 11, Pit 
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Ill/p-h II had been cut. They were sealed by bedding 
deposits for a probable stone floor AKIV 10/11. In 
AKII similar dumps were found beneath the 
remnants of a flagged floor AKII 6. Here large flags 
survived near the rear wall of the portico, but had 
been almost completely worn away towards the 
front. In ALII (Fig. 132, section DE) further clay and 
mortar floors and deposits of silt and gravel were 
sealed beneath a layer of brown sand ALII 9111 
which might conceivably have acted as bedding for 
the flagged floor. 

Overlying the flagged floor was a series of 
leveUing dumps (including AMII 7; AKII 5) into 
which a number of large pits (ALII 12 up to 0.33m 
deep, AMII Pits I, II,III; the latter a recut) filled with 
rubble and sand had been dug. They were sealed by 
another surface, which in some areas was formed 
from flags, elsewhere small stones and mortar (AKII 
2/3/4; AKIV 6/9; ALII I 0; ALIV 4/8; AMII 6). It 
was very fragmentary and had evidently been 
subjected to considerable wear. The surface showed 
evidence of repair and patchings (AKIV 4/517; ALII 
7, 6/8; ALIV 3), which at the north-eastern end of the 
portico comprised a mortar floor AMII 5. 

Shopl 
Covering the charcoal-rich deposit which seems to 
have comprised the primary surface within the shop 
was a sequence of six or seven thin floors covered 
with occupation material. The bottom three floors 
were made from sand, the fourth gravel and then 
another sand floor (all =A LVII 1 0; Fig. 133, section 
FG). Penetrating the uppermost of these surfaces was 
a stakehole, 0.3m deep, sealed beneath a hard, 
uneven clay floor containing many stones AL VII 
51 AL VIII 8. Three pits and four stakeholes cut into 
this floor. Pit A LVII 6 was 0.3m de.ep and filled with 
a loose loam containing pottery, stones, glass, shell 
and bone. Pit AL VII 7 was 0.25m deep and 
contained much burnt material: ash, charcoal, tile, 
pottery, copper alloy, iron and nails. Fragments of 
amphora overlay the uppermost filling. An irregular 
extension joined this pit with pit AL VII 6. Pit AL VII 
8 was 0.25m deep and had similar contents to AL VII 
6. Overlying the pits was an occupation deposit 
AL VII 4/ AL VIII 7 which was sealed by the remnants 
of a clay floor AL VII 3 in the south-western part of 
the trench. This passed over the top of wall B and 
presumably marks an entrance between the external 
portico and the shop. 

Shop2 
There was limited investigation in this room, and 
only the uppermost levels were examined. A mortar 
floor ALlY 7 butted against the north-west face of 
wall B, and was covered with a thin occupation 
deposit ALlY 6. This was overlaid by a second 
mortar floor ALlY 5 which partly overlay the top of 
wall B and abutted the north-west face of the 
crudely-built wall K which sat on top of wall B. This 
surface may be the same as the uppermost floor level 
(a buff mortar floor) which was exposed in the 
western corner of the room (AKVII 2). 

Shops 3 and 4 
No examination of floor levels occurred in these 
rooms. 

ShopS 
Three pits had been dug into the primary floor. A 
large pit AMIII 14 (Fig. 127) lay in the western 
corner of the room and contained animal bones, a 
fragment of a crucible used for melting gold (p. 
308) and a considerable amount of pottery set 
within a stony loam. AMIII Pit IV (Fig. 130, 
section AC; Fig. 134) also contained a considerable 
quantity of animal bones. The upper parts of pits Ill 
and IV were filled by a grey silt AMIII 15 into 
which was cut a series of post and stakeholes. They 
were sealed by the patchy remnants of a mortar 
floor into which had been dug a pit in the south-east 
part of the room. This pit was filled with sand AMII 
13 which also spread over the whole room, and was 
in turn cut by another pit AMIII Pit V, up to 0.6m 
deep, which was filled with charcoal, burnt bone 
and some large stones. Adjacent to the pit was a 
stone-packed posthole, 0.3m deep. Overlying the 
rest of the room was a charcoal-rich deposit AMIII 
12 containing large stones with evidence of 
burning. This deposit was overlaid by sandy clay 
surface AMIII 11 which had a number of large 
stones embedded in it. Two heaths, one of which 
showed evidence of a flue, lay against partition wall 
C. Two pits were also dug into this surface. Pit II 
was filled with loam containing pottery and animal 
bones, with large stones in the upper filling. Pit I 
also contained animal bones and pottery, and was 
filled with a silt AMIII 9 which spread over the 
whole room. The latter was covered by a possible 
clay and pebble surface A Mill 10 beneath 
demolition rubble. 

The Internal Portico 
The primary floor was overlaid by make-up AMI V 6 
for a well-made mortar surface AMIV 5 which was 
roughly level with the threshold in the back wall 
(these, and some subsequent layers, are not visible in 
Fig. 130, section AC). The corresponding surface at 
the south-western end of the corridor was composed 
of stones and mortar AL VIII 6 and had a thin layer of 
occupation material AL VIII 5 lying on it. Two 
stakeholes penetrated the mortar floor in AMIV, and 
four postholes, some stone-packed, in AL VIII. In the 
latter trench this surface was directly overlaid by 
dark earth, while in AMIV there was a second, very 
worn, mortar floor AMIV 4. A narrow slot had been 
dug through this floor adjacent to the back wall, and 
this might be associated with a raising of the level of 
the threshold in the entrance. Here the first threshold 
was overlaid by 0.15m of rubble beneath a second 
threshold formed from large, heavily weathered 
slabs. The central slab was noticeably less weathered 
than the others. The second threshold was wider than 
the first. Overlying the mortar floor was a layer of 
sandy mortar AMIV 3 (Fig. 130, section AC) which 
had been cut through by a posthole and pit, both 
sealed beneath dark earth. 
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The Courtyard 
Following the construction of Wall G an associated 
construction layer of mortar and large stones AMIV 
32 overlay the offset above the foundations. This 
was covered by a thick dump of loose uncompacted 
make-up composed of rubble, sand and large stones 
AMIV 24 (Fig. I30, section AC) beneath further 
clay, mortar and rubble make-up AMIV 20 (= AMVI 
7). Further to the north-west this deposit was 
overlaid by further rubble and worn flag stones 
AMVI 6 beneath a thin surface of yellow gravel 
AMVI 5, which was covered by a thin ·layer of 
trample beneath a dump of sand containing a great 
many oyster shells. This was sealed by green loamy 
clay AMIV 7/AMVI 2 beneath dark earth AMVI I 
containing several tesserae. 

Dating Evidence 

STREET 

Surfaces Associated With The Use Of The Stone Kerb 
(9th-11/12th Successive Surfaces) 
ALI21 Samian: Dr 37, SG. The basal wreath and broad leaf tips are 
common on bowls in the Pompeii Hoard stamped by the La 
Graufesenque potters Mommo and Rufinus. c.75-90. 
ALl 18 Samian: Dr 15117 or 18, SG, stamped by Cosius? lucundus 
(die la), c.80-l 10. Dr 27g, SG, Flavian. 
ALl 15 Coin: Vespasian, as, reverse illeg. 
ALIII 10 Samian: Dr 31, CG, mid-late Antonine; Dr 31, CG, 
Antonine. Coarseware: Nene Valley colour-coated beaker. 

Surfaces Overlying The Kerb (10th/12th-15th Successive 
Surfaces) 
AMI 14 Samian: scrap, M de V, Trajanic-Hadrianic. 
AKI 14 Samian: Dr 18/31 or 31, CG, Antonine. Coarseware: Nene 
Valley or Colchester colour-coated beaker with barbotine decoration. 
AKI 12 Samian: Dr 33 and 31 R, CG, mid-late Antonine. 
ALl 11 Coin: Valens, CK 1933,364-7. Samian: Dr 15/31R, 18/31R, 
30 or 37, 31, CG, Antonine. 
ALl I 0 Samian: Dr 31, CG, Antonine. 
AMI 6 Samian: 18/31 or 31, M de V, Hadrianic-Antonine. 
AMI 4 Samian: Dr 33, CG, Antonine. 

The coin of 364-7 provides a terminus post quem for 
the overlying uppermost four street surfaces. 

Final Infilling Of The Street-Side Ditch 
ALl 2/ALIII 2/AMII 2 Coins: Theodosius I, 388-95; H. of 
Theodosius (xS), 388-402; Arcadius (x 2); Magnus Maximus, 
383-88; Valentinian 11, 375-92; Valens, CK 319, 367-75; Constans, 
as HK 257, 333-45; H. ofConstantine, copy as HK 87, 330-45 (x 2); 
H. ofConstantine, obv. as HK 51, rev. as 52, 330-45; Urbs Roma, as 
HK 51, 330-5; Tetricus I, as RIC I 00, 270-3; Julia Mamaea, RIC 
(Sev. Alex.) 343, 222-35; illeg. third or fourth century. 

THE EXTERNAL PORTICO 

Beneath The Mortar Floor 
(i.e. below AM !I 17; AKIV 25/29/30/34; AKII 21; ALII33/4) 
AKII19 Samian: Dr 31, CG, early to mid-Antonine. 
AKII 17 Samian: Dr 31, CG, mid-Antonine. 
ALII40 Coin: H. ofConstantine, copy as CK 75, 350-60. 

The coin from ALII 40 was apparently found in the 
construction trench of wall A. There was marked 
subsidence of the floors in this trench (Fig. I32, 
section DE), however, causing them to pull away 
from the wall face. It is possible therefore that the 
~'0in slipped down the break, and if it is excluded as 

intrusive, the small amount of evidence would be 
consistent with a date in the second half of the 
second century for the mortar floor. 

Beneath The Sand And Slab Floors 
(i.e. below AKIV 10/1 I; AKII 16; ALII 9/11; AMII 18) 
AKII 10 Coarseware: BB1 grooved flat-rimmed bowl; BB1 
plain-rimmed dish. Samian: Dr 31, CG, Hadrianic-early Antonine. 
AKII 9 Coarseware: BB! plain-rimmed dish, arcaded decoration; 
BBI cooking-pot, obtuse-angled lattice (as Gillam 146); Nene Valley 
colour-coated barbotine beaker. 
AKIV Pit 11 Coarseware: Nene.Valley folded beaker; New Forest 
colour-coated beaker; BB I grooved flat-ri11_1med bowl or dish. 

The evidence is consistent with a date after the 
middle of the third century. The absence of Oxford 
colour-coated and BB I conical flanged bowls might 
suggest a date within the third century, although as 
the groups are small it is probably unwise to put too 
much reliance upon absences. 

Latest Surfaces 
AMII 7 Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated ware; BBI conical 
flanged bowl; Mancetter-Hartshill mortarium. 
AKII 5 Coin: Constantinople, copy as HK 52, 330-45. 
AMII Pit I Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated Young C44/5, 
c.270-400+. 
AKIV 6 Coins: H. of Constantine, probably copy as CK 25, 350-60; 
H. ofConstantine, copy as CK 25, 350-60; Constans, HK 459, 345-8. 
ALIV 4/8 Coin: H. of Theodosius, 388-402. Coarseware: Nene 
Valley colour-coated dish; Oxford colour-coated Youn·g C75, 
c.325-400+. 

Material from the floors points to a date either 
around the middle or at the· end of the fourth century 
for the last major surface (AKII 2/3/4 etc.) . .The 
single coin of the H. of Theodosius should provide a 
terminus post quem, but as there are no Valentinianic 
issues (the other coins form a consistent group with a 
latest issue date of 350-60) this might suggest that 
the Theodosian coin is a casual later loss rather than 
providing a firm date for the construction of the floor. 

THE SHOPS 

Shop I . 
ALVII 12 Samian: Dr 15/17 or 18/31, M de V, 100-125; Cu 11, 
Flavian. Coarseware: BBI cooking-pots (x2). · · 
AL VII 11 Coarseware: BB I bead-rimmed cooking-pot. 
ALVII 10 Samian: Dr 37, CG, with the single-bordered ovolo 
common to Attianus ii, Sacer i, Cinnamus ii, Criciro v and Divixtus i. 
Another sherd almost certainly from this bowl, shows a cupid (0.229 
variant). An identical Cupid was used by Divixtus on a form 37 in 
Advocisus style at Leicester stamped DIVIx in the mould. The mould 
for the Cirencester bowl is likely to have been made by Divixtus, 
rather than by one of the earlier potters: c.ISS-185 if so, but there is 
just a slight chance that it might be earlier, if the true association· is 
with Sacer etc. Dr 37, CG, Antonine; Dr 18/31, stamped by 
Primigenius ii ofLezoux (die 2a), c. 130-55. 
ALVII 5 Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated Young C44/5, 
c.270-400+; C75, c.325-400+; . BB! plain-rimmed dish, 
intersecting-arc decoration; BB I cooking-pot, right-angled lattice. 
Samian: Dr 33, CG, mid-late Antonine; Dr 37, CG, mid-late 
Antonine; Dr 33, stamped by Maximus i (die 4a), c.IS0-80. 
AL VII 6 Coarseware: Oxford parchment ware, red paint inside; BB I 
-cooking-pots, right-angled lattice. 
AL VII 7 Samian: Dr 3 IR, CG, late Antonine; Dr 37, CG, from a 
mould stamped by Doeccus i (die Sa), c. I 60-90; Dr 31, CG, mid-late 
Antonine. 
ALVII 4 (= AKVIII 7).Coins: H. ofConstantine, copy as CK 25, 
350-60 (x2); radiate, 270-90. Coarseware: Oxford· colour-coated 
Young C78 with demi-rosettes, c.340-400+; shell-tempered storage 
jar. . 


