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Much of the material from this room is residual, with 
the six or so floor levels grouped as AL VII 10 likely 
to span the period from the mid-second through to 
after the first quarter of the fourth century, to judge 
from the Oxford colour-coated bowl from the 
overlying floor ALVII 5. The shell-tempered jar 
from occupation deposit AL VII 4 points to activity 
into the second half of the fourth century. 

ShopS 
Pit AMIII 14 Samian: Dr 37, in the style of Patemus V of Lezoux. 
The figure (D.327) appears on a bowl from York, from a mould 
stamped with die 7a (S & S, pi. 104, 3). The astragalus (ibid., fig. 30, 
12) supporting the single festoon is common on his stamped bowls, 
as are the diagonal beads. c.l60-90; Dr 18/31 or 31, 31,33 (x2), all 
CG and Antonine. Coarseware: Nene Valley colour-coated bag 
beaker; BB! flat-rimmed bowls (x3). Coin: Vespasian, RIC 754a, 
77-8. 
AM Ill 13 Samian: Dr 18/31, 18/31 R, both CG and Hadrianic-early 
Antonine. Coin: Domitian, RIC (Vesp) 791a, 77-8. 
AM Ill 12 Coins: Nerva, RIC 86, 97; Domitian, RIC (Vesp) 79la, 77-8. 
AMlll 11 Samian: Dr 33, CG, Antonine. Coarseware: BB! 
flat-rimmed bowls. 
AMIII 9 Coins: Constans, as HK 158, 345-8; Constantine, HK 222, 
335-7; H. of Constantine, copy as CK 25, 350-60; Trajan, RIC 492, 
104-11; Trajan, RIC 500, 104-11. Coarseware: BB! cooking-pot, 
outflaring rim. 

The pottery from pit AMIII 14 forms a good late 
Antonine group. Thereafter overlying deposits 
seemingly contain residual material, until pit AMIII 
9 which contains coins consistent with a 
mid-fourth-century date. Similar coins were 
recovered from demolition level AMIII 3. 

THE INTERNAL PORTICO 

AL Vlll 5 Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated bead-rimmed beaker. 

THE COURTYARD 

AMIV 20 Samian: Dr 31, CG, mid-late Antonine. Coarseware: 
Oxford white-ware mortarium with bead and roll rim. 
AMIV 7/AMVII 2 Coins: Valens, CK 483, 364-7; Tetricus I, as RIC 
47, 270-3. Coarseware: wall-sided Oxford white-ware mortarium; 
Oxford colour-coated Young C44/5 (x2), c.270-400+; C97, 
c.240-400+; ceramique a I 'eponge, Dr 38 imitation. 

The coin of Valens indicates a later fourth-century 
date for the dump covering the courtyard. 

PERIOD 4: ABANDONMENT AND 
DEMOLITION OF THE BUILDING 
(Fig. 128) 

A number of pits cut into the latest Roman levels and 
were sealed directly beneath dark earth. Pit AKI Pit 
11 cut through the street-side ditch and had two fills 
AKI 27, 28 which contained a mass of cut animal 
bones set in a loose clayey soil. This pit was directly 
overlaid by a second, much larger pit (AKI Pit I) 
which cut through the latest street surface. The 
bottom of the pit was filled with soft black silt AKI 5 
beneath a layer of soft grey silt which contained a 
large number of animal bones AKI 4. The uppermost 
fills AKI 3, 2 contained mortar and building debris. 
In AMI a pit and posthole cut into the uppermost 
layer of street metalling AMI 2. 

Pits were also dug within the building. In the 
external portico two pits containing soft black fills 
were found. Pit ALlY 2/ALII 4 contained many 
stones disturbed from the surface through which it 
was cut, as well as bones, pottery, tile and shell. Pit 
AKIV Pit I also contained many large stones, and a 
posthole (AKIV P-h I), 0.6m in diameter and 0.6m 
deep, was found in the same trench. 

In Shop 5 the latest floor level was overlaid by 
demolition rubble AMIII 7 (Fig. 130, section AC) 
which contained fragments of Purbeck marble. This 
was cut through by a small stone-packed posthole, 
above which was a further mortar and stone 
demolition layer containing numerous box tiles 
AMIII 3. In the rear portico a posthole and pit cut 
through the latest deposits in AMIV. 

Dating Evidence 

AKI Pit I (5) Coins: Valens, copy as CK 526, 367-75; H. of 
Constantine, copy, 330-64. Coarseware: shell-tempered storage jar. 
(3) Coins: Theodosius I, 388-95; H. of Theodosius, 388-402; H. of 
Constantine, copy as CK 25, 350-60; Constantinople, HK 51,330-45. 
Coarseware: shell-tempered storage jar. Later Pottery: one sherd of 
medieval pot (presumably intrusive). 
ALII 4/ALIV2 Coins: H. of Theodosius (x8), one as CK 162, 
388-402; Valentinian I, CK 1399, 367-75; H. ofValentinian, as CK 
96, 367-75; Gratian, CK 523a, 367-75; H. ofConstantine, copy as CK 
25, 350-60; Constantius 11, HK 448, 345-8; Theodora, as HK 105, 
337-41; H. ofConstantine, copy as HK 87, 335-45; illeg. third-fourth 
century; Domitian, RIC 331, 86. Coarseware: shell-tempered ware. 
AMIII 3 Coins: Constans, Vict. DD as HK 138 overstruck with FTR 
as CK 72; H. of Constantine, copy as HK 48, 330-45; H. of 
Constantine, copy as HK 180, 330-45; Constantine 11, HK 50, 330-5; 
Constantine I, RIC 7 Lon 289, 323-4; Tetricus I, as RIC 100,270-3. 

DISCUSSION 

The Chronology OfThe Building 
The building was not constructed before the early 
second century, and if the Period 3 work is regarded 
as completion of the unfinished Period 2, it may not 
have been operational before the mid-second century. 
Certainly Antonine samian was recovered from early 
levels within the external portico, and the large pit cut 
into the first floor in Shop 5 produced a good late 
Antonine assemblage from its filling. It is difficult to 
assess the degree of activity v · · :.1 the building, 
especially in the third century. In the external portico 
the fourth surface, the sand and slab floor, certainly 
dates to after the mid-third century, and perhaps later 
since a dump above it produced a coin of 330-45. In 
Shop 5 the third floor surface was cut by a mid
fourth-century pit. There is much more evidence of 
activity in the period 330-64, with new floors laid and 
pits dug. The date at which the building was 
abandoned and demolished is provided by a single 
coin of 388-402 from the latest floor within the 
external portico, but otherwise the latest coins from 
deposits within the structure are of the period 350-60 
(there were no issues of the period 364-78). The 
building might therefore have been abandoned, and 
partly demolished, to judge from the deposit sealing 
the floor in Shop 5, around the decade 350-60. 

If this was so the street evidently continued to be 
maintained. The street-side ditch must have been 
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regularly cleaned of silt until after 388, when it fell 
into disuse and was· filled with a soft black loam 
which is quite different from the grey silts derived 
from street wash (a pattern found elsewhere in the 
town; p. 26). Two of the pits which lay directly 
beneath the dark earth also yielded quantities of 
Theodosian coins, one of them cutting through the 
street-side ditch. A dump overlying the surface of the 
courtyard to the rear of the building produced a coin 
of364-7. 

Plan And Function 
There are inherent difficulties in trying to interpret a 
building for which we only have a partial plan. The 
building comprised a range of rooms, probably 
shops, flanked on either side by porticos with an 
open courtyard behind. It is probable that the 
building extended to the north-east as far as the 
Ermin Street frontage, perhaps with the external 
portico returning through a right angle to flank that 
street as well. In this case the building would have 
been in excess of 57m long, and 16.2m wide (Fig. 
82). Whether the ranges returned to enclose a 
courtyard on three or four sides is uncertain. The 
maximum length of the inner courtyard was 
determined in 1986 when a watching brief was 
maintained during the construction of a residential 
development north-west of the area excavated in 
1961 (see below). This demonstrated that the 
courtyard cannot have extended for more than 65m 
from the internal portico. 

In the interim report it was noted that taken by 
itself the building resembled the wing of a forum, 
and it was suggested that it may have been a 
macellum, a covered market which traded in. meat, 
fish, fruit, vegetables and bread (Wacher 1962, 9). 
The excavator was also influenced by the fact that a 
number of pits in and around the building contained 
quantities of animal bones (Table 8), those from AKI 
Pit 11 displaying clear evidence of butchery. None of 
this material is now extant. The pits within Shop 5 
span a period of at least 200 years, which would 
require a significant continuity of function. The late 
pits dug through the surface of the street and the 
floor of the external portico are unlikely to be 
associated with organised commercial activity given 
their location and context. While they undoubtedly 
testify to meat processing in the vicinity, this was 
perhaps of a less ordered manner following the 
disuse of the building. 

TABLE 8:PITS NOTED AS CONTAINING ANIMAL 
BONE IN THE VICINITY OF PUBLIC BUILDING 11.1 

Area Pit Date 

Street AKI Pit Il late 4th/early 5th century 
Street AK! Pit I late 4th/early 5th century 
Portico ?ALII4/ALIV2 late 4th/early 5th century 
Shop 5 AMill !4 late Antonine 
Shop 5 AMlll Pit IV ?late Antonine 
Shop 5 AMill Pit Il ?mid 4th century 
Shop 5 AMlll Pit I mid 4th century 

Mace/la are a type of structure which were 
comparatively common in the. larger towns of the 
Mediterranean provinces, although they were less 
well represented in the north-west empire (de Ruyt 
1983). They normally comprised square or 
rectangular enclosed buildings with rows· of shops 
on two or more sides set around a central courtyard 
which often contained a central pavilion (tholos). If 
the Cirencester building extended as far as Ermin 
Street a length in excess of 57m would have made 
for.a very large macel/um, and one on a par with the 
major towns of the Mediterranean provinces (de 
Ruyt 1983, 330); that at Wroxeter ·by contrast 
measured 25m by 21m (G .. Webster 1988a, fig. 
6.17). The shops normally faced inwards onto the 
courtyard, although shops facing outwards onto the 
streets are also represented, especially in Italian 
urban markets (de Ruyt 1983, 291-2). In Britain a 
macellum can be confidently identified at Wroxeter 
where the full plan of rows of shops surrounding a 
courtyard has been uncovered, and· possibly 
Verulamium (Richardson. 1944; although cf. de 
Ruyt 1983, 338). Those suggested at Leicester and 
Cirencester are necessarily less certain as only part 
of their plan has been recovered, and they also seem 
to have been constructed on a much larger scale 
than the other two. sites (Wacher 1995, figs. 26:7; 
de Ruyt 1983, 268). 

At Cirencester the shops clearly faced outwards 
onto the portico flanking the street, and had a 
second portico to the rear. The evidence for a 
doorway in wall E indicates the this was not an open 
colonnaded portico as was common in mace/la, but 
equally it is unlikely to have been a corridor as it 
would have been difficult to light. It is most 
probable that a low wall supported either an arcade 
(as the voussoirs reused in the Period 3 construction 
might suggest) or a colonnade of dwarf columns 
which would have provided abundant· light and 
views across the courtyard. Although the plan as it 
is known does not preclude an interpretation as a 
macellum, other alternatives are possible. Rows of 
contiguous square or rectangular chambers have 
been found on the street frontages of insulae 
surrounding the forum at Silchester, which Boon 
( 197 4, 54-5) has considered are likely to have been 
in single ownership and to have been let to 
individual shop~ keepers. Building VI.B I there 
comprised a row of ten shops with a portico on ·the 
street frontage. Equally we may be witnessing the 
incorporation of shops into the commercially 
valuable street frontage of a public building, a 
phenomenon so apparent at Pompeii and Ostia (cf. 
the shops I ining the street frontages of. the 
palaestras of the Central Baths at Pompeii (Ward 
Perkins 1981, 163-4) and the Neptune Baths at 
O~tia (ibid., 151 ). If the building was not a 
macellum, but in fact a row of shops incorporated 
into a street frontage, all we. can say is that a public 
building incorporating a courtyard occupied the 
south-eastern side of insula Il. The possibility that 
the courtyard was in fact the palaestra of the 
bath-house is discussed further below. 
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Regarding the functions of the shops, only Shop 5 
was investigated to any degree. Here slots for some 
manner of emplacement (a counter?) were found. A 
large pit in the back of the shop produced a fragment 
of a crucible used in gold-working (p. 308), and both 
this and another pit produced abundant animal bone 
(Table 8). Subsequent deposits in the room included 
much charcoal-rich material and two hearths. If the 
fragment of crucible provides a clue to the function 
of the shop, then it may at sometime have been 
occupied by a goldsmith or high-quality metal
worker, a trade inappropriate to a macellum. 

OTHER DISCOVERIES IN INSULA 11 
(Fig. 82) 

There are a number of antiquarian references which 
can now be identified as lying within the north-west 
part of insula 11 (Haverfield 1920, 179). Atkyns 
(1712, 350) mentions a large hypocaust, 15.2m by 
12.2m, with a tessellated pavement. This may be the 
same mosaic floor noted by Stukeley (1724, 62-3), 
which Rudder ( 1781, 346) records was reopened in 
1780 and the principal hypocaust planned. It was 
9.7m by 7.3m with four hypocaust arches in the 
walls which were lm thick. Column fragments had 
evidently been reused in the hypocaust. Near the site 
of the pavement Stukeley further recorded: 

'Mr Richard Bishop, owner of the gardens [Lewis 
grounds] ... dug up a vault sixteen feet long and 
twelve broad, supported with square pillars of 
Roman brick three foot and a half high; on it a strong 
floor of terras: there are now several more vaults 
near it... I suppose these the foundations of a temple; 
for in the same place they found several stones of the 
shafts of pillars six foot long, and bases of stone ... ; 
these, with cornices very handsomely moulded and 
carved with modolions, and the like ornaments ... : 
some of the stones of the bases were fastened 
together with cramps of iron: capitals of these pillars 
were likewise found, and a crooked cramp of iron ten 
or twelve foot long, which was probably for the 
architraves of a circular portico.' 

It is conceivable that a fragment of a large modillion 
cornice contained within the collections of the 
Corinium Museum (Blagg 1993, no. 224) is a 
survivor of the pieces noted by Stukeley. Blagg 
( 1993, 64) has noted that it is one of the largest and 
most elaborate cornices from Roman Britain and 
must have come from an important building, 
possibly a large temple in the classical tradition. 

The location of these discoveries can be fixed with 
reasonable confidence thanks to the location of 
Stukeley's temple on a manuscript drawing (Darvill 
and Gerrard 1994, frontispiece) and the hypocaust on 
a plan by Lysons (1817, pi. Ill, b). The latter 
doubtless served as the source for the 1875 O.S. 
map, the entries on which are reproduced on Fig. 82. 
Also marked by the O.S. is the site of the discovery 
of a fine sculptured torso of Minerva (Henig 1993a, 
no. 85). 

In 1986 the area of the these earlier discoveries, 
previously Jeffries Nursery, was sold for 
development. A watching brief was maintained by 
David Wilkinson during groundworks, and an 
archive report prepared (Wilkinson 1987). The main 
discoveries are marked on Fig. 82. Immediately 
north-west of The A venue a mortared wall (C), 
0.83m wide, running north-west to south-east was 
observed, which had a mortar and gravel floor on its 
south-west side. A second wall (D), at right angles to 
C, was 0.74m wide and traced for a length of over 
4m. To the south-east of this wall brown gravel was 
overlaid by rubble make-up beneath a possible white 
mortar floor. 

Further north-west (Block B) two more walls were 
found, and an area of mortar and gravel surface. Still 
further north-west (E-H) fragments of four walls 
were observed, one with a plain plastered face. 
South-west of them another series of walls (1-N) 
were found, possibly forming a room 13.5m across, 
with associated areas of opus signinum flooring. A 
complete pi/a tile was recovered from this area. The 
opus signinum floor in Block C lay more than I m 
higher than the floor in Block B, and also an area of 
metalling which probably lay within the south-west 
range of the forum. Demolition debris was found 
over most of the site, comprising stone and tile 
(including box and pi/a) which produced two 
fourth-century coins. 

Given the circumstances under which the 
observations were made it is necessarily difficult to 
interpret the type of structure represented. 
Combined with the antiquarian references, 
however, the presence of large hypocausts, opus 
signinum flooring and plastered walls points to a 
structure of some status. The hypocaust is difficult 
to understand if the structure was a temple, as Blagg 
has suggested. Another possibility would be a 
public bath-house, an interpretation which 
McWhirr (1976c, 83) first suggested, with the 
cornice and capitals perhaps deriving from a baths 
basilica. If the dimensions recorded by Atkyns are 
accurate, a hypocaust of this size (185 m2) would 
not be out of place in a caldarium (cf., for example, 
caldaria of the baths at Wroxeter (larger caldarium 
of the Hadrianic baths about 230 m2) or Leicester 
(each about 150 m2)). In this case we might imagine 
the baths lying within the north-western part of the 
insula with a palaestra to the south-east, as would 
be expected since palaestras were normally placed 
in a position of maximum sunlight on the south or 
west side of the main building. In this case the 
courtyard discovered in Wacher's excavations 
would be part of the palaestra, and the shops part of 
a range flanking the street frontage. The location of 
the baths in an insula adjoining the forum was also a 
favoured one, subject to considerations of water 
supply and drainage, being the arrangement at 
Chichester, Exeter, Leicester, and Wroxeter. 
Finally it is worth noting that the identification of a 
bath-house and macellum need not be mutually 
exclusive, as the two structures occupied the same 
insula at Wroxeter. 
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SHOPS V.1-V.S IN INSULA V 

EXCAVATIONS DIRECTED BY J. S. WACHER 1961-

N eil Holbrook 

INTRODUCTION 

Circumstances OfThe Excavation 
In the spring of 1961 a three-week excavation was 
conducted under extremely wet conditions during the 
University Easter vacation, which included the 
excavation of 24 trenches within the northern corner 
of insula V (termed AFI, IV, V, AGI-IX, AHI-XI, 
AMY) (Figs. 82, 131 ). The work was undertaken in 
advance of development in the gardens of Leaholme 
House and was manifestly a rescue project. 

The excavations revealed a complex sequence of 
shops, originally in timber in the later first century 
and subsequently rebuilt in stone. Modifications and 
alterations continued right until the very end of the 
Roman period. In the summer of the same year some 
further excavation occurred. A trench 15.24m by 
3.0m (termed AHVIII) was excavated by machine in 
the area of trenches AHIII-VI excavated at Easter. Its 
purpose was to reveal an area of the interior of the 
early military fort, although further important details 
of the early civil occupation were also recovered. By 
necessity this method meant the sacrifice of some of 
the later stratigraphy. An interim report on the 
excavations was published (Wacher 1962, 9-11), and 
the site was further discussed by the excavator in a 
more general format (Wacher 1995, 318-19). The 
military levels on this site have already been fully 
published (CEC I, 36-42). 

Note On Nomenclature And Phasing 
Owing to the varying degrees to which earlier 
deposits were examined in the different trenches it 
has been found most useful to describe the 
excavations from south-west to north-east, and the 
later buildings have been numbered in this direction 
(shops V.1-V.5). It should be noted that this is a 
different numbering system to that which appears in 
the interim report (Wacher 1962, fig. 5). Underlying 
timber shops which occupy the same· area as the 
later stone buildings have been given the same 
numbers. 

Three main periods of activity are defined in this 
report as follows: 

Period I: c.75/80 to early Antonine. A series of 
timber shops overlay the demolition deposits of the 
Leaholme fort. · 

Period 2 (construction): early Antonine. Recon
struction of some shops in stone; shop V.2 rebuilt in 
timber. 

Period 3 (construction): early third century. Shop V.2 
rebuilt in stone and shop V.3 rebuilt to a new plan. 

Period 2/3 (occupation and modification): early 
Antonine-late third/early fourth century. A variety of 
modifications; most probably occurring at different 
times throughout this period. 

Period 3a: late third or early fourth century to late 
fourth or early fifth century. A variety of 
modifications which spanned this period. 

STREETF 

Limited excavation revealed the south-eastern side 
of the uppermost metalled surface AMY 4/5 of street 
F (Fig. 131; p. 28). Within this Was a stone-lined 
drain, 0.4m wide and 0.35m deep, filled with a 
greenish silt AMY 3. 

For the investigation of Ermin Street in trenches 
AFI-III see above (p. 138). 

PERIOD 1 (c.75/80 to early Antonine) 

A series of timber-framed buildings which can 
confidently be interpreted as shops was found. 
Excavation was fullest in plots V.2 and V.3, but 
traces of timber buildings were found beneath the 
other stone shops as well. Two sub-phases are 
identified in this period. 

PERIOD 1 SUBPHASE 1 (Figs. 137-8) 

Timber Shop V.2 
The north-east and north-west walls of a shop were 
found, defined by timber slots AHVII171 and AHX 
1, 0.15-0.25m wide and 0.24m deep (Figs. 137, 
143, section PQ). The north-west wall was most 
probably an internal cross partition. Above 
make-up AHVIII I 00 lay a clay floor AHVIII 99 
covered with a thin spread of occupation AHVIII 
98. This was overlaid by a second floor of beaten 
earth sitting upon a bedding of clay and pebbles 
AHVIII 96. A burnt clay hearth· AHVIII 97 lay in 
the centre of the room associated with an ashy 
occupation layer AHVIII 95 which overlay the 
floor. The third floor AHVIII 58/7 was of mortar 
which had been heavily worn. A hearth AHVIII 56 
built from clay and surrounded by three courses of 
stones lay adjacent to the north-eastern wall; the 
surface of the floor had also been scorched by a 
second hearth a little further south-west. There was 
an alley 0. 75m wide between shops 2 and 3 which 
was surfaced with a pebbly loam AHVIII 110 
beneath trodden dirt AHVIJI-59. 
·When the shop was demolished :clayey 'loam 

AHVIII 50/52, almost certainly derived from the 
collapsed daub walls, and containing much heavily 
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13 7. Plan of the Period I timber shops in insula V (Site AH) 

fragmented wall-plaster without its proper backing 
covered both the floor of the room and the alley. 

Timber Shop V.3 
The south-western wall of the building was defined 
by a timber slot AHVIII 72, 0.15m wide and 50mm 
deep (Fig. 142, section PQ). The north-eastern wall 
lay outside the limits of trench AHVIII and thus the 
structure was in excess of 1 0.8m wide. Room 1 was 
formed by sleeper-beam trenches Ts A and AHVIII 
114, above the south-western face of the latter a 
painted plaster dado was preserved to a height of 
64mm. If the north-west wall of the room was on the 
same alignment as slot Ts C found to the north-east, 
the room would have been 3.75m long and 2.75m 
wide internally. The floor AHVIII 60 was of mortar 
up to 0.1 m thick. Room 2 was about 2.5m wide with 
a clay floor AHVIII 27/89 which was found on either 
side of a timber partition Ts B, and which separated 
Room 2 from Room 3. In Room 3 a tenuous 
occupation layer AHVIII 69 was covered with a 
rough floor of small flat stones and earth AHVIII 
66/7 (possibly the same surface as AHVIII 27). The 
floors in Rooms 2 and 3 were covered with ashy 
occupation deposits AHVIII 25, 65, ?88, and each 
room possessed a burnt clay and stone hearth 
(AHVIII 26, 68). 

Demolition of the building was marked by a 
deposit of wall-plaster AHIV 31 which survived in 
large sheets sealing the floor of Room 1. 

Note On The Wall-Plaster 

TIMBER SHOP V.2 

The plaster is heavily fragmented. The dado is pink, 
with white, yellow, green, black and red splashes. 
Fragments were recovered from a variety of plain 
panels (blue, yellow, red, black) separated by lines 
approximately 6mm wide. One fragment had red, 
yellow and black panels, separated by white lines 
6mm wide, the yellow panel being 52mm wide. 
Another fragment had a cream background with two 
stripes, one yellow with blue overpaint, 75mm away 
from a red stripe of 5mm. Other fragments contain a 
floral motif in yellow and white. Context AHVIII 50. 

TIMBER SHOP V.3, ROOM I 
The plaster from this room was reconstructed by 
Norman Davey and has been published (Davey 1972, 
259-60; Davey and Ling 1982, 97, no. 8. Prof R. J. 
Ling notes in litt. that the reconstruction drawing 
published by Davey is very simplified and is not 
particularly accurate). The description in the 1982 
publication is repeated here. The piece was restored 
as 3.4 7m wide x 2.11 m high. The dado, at least 
68.5cm high, is pink with black, white, red and pale 
blue splashes. The main zone, restored as 1.31 m 
high, consists of three large red panels, the central 
one bordered by a yellow band. The intervening 
spaces are black. Set within each panel are yellow 
border-lines, punctuated at intervals by discs with 
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white bobbles round them, and decorated at the 
corners with diagonal lines of spots in a _i formation. 
A small part of the upper decoration has been 
reconstructed, showing a white band, a black stripe, 
and the start of a dark red zone at least 6cm high. 
Contexts AHIV 31; AHIX. 

PERIOD 1 SUBPHASE 2 (not illustrated) 

Timber Shop V.2 
Above the demolition deposits of the phase 1 
building lay a clay and stone hearth AHVIII 51 
which was sealed beneath a patchy clay floor AHVIII 
49; probably = AHI 64 (Fig. 142, section PQ). This 
was covered in part by an ashy occupation deposit, 
and overlaid by mixed make-up deposits AHI 63, 
AHVIII 48, 47 for a possible earthen floor AHVIII 
46. A simple tile hearth was found at this level in 
trench AHI. 

Timber Shop V.3 
No walls were found which could be associated with 
the rebuilding of this shop, although a series of 
apparently internal floor levels serve to indicate its 
existence (Fig. 142, section PQ). Sealing the 
demolition deposits above the earlier Room 1 was a 
thin clay floor AHIV 36 overlaid by occupation 
material AHIV 30. This was covered by gravel 
bedding AHIV 29 for an oven AHIV 26 which was 
founded upon a layer of paving stones; its 
superstructure had been subsequently robbed away. 
The oven was sealed by clay make-up AHIV 24 for 
an intermittent floor AHIV 21 which was cut by the 
construction trench for wall S of the first stone 
building, thus indicating its earlier date. Built into 
this floor was a rebuilt oven AHIV 22 which directly 
overlay its predecessor. The. oven was roughly 
circular, with a stone and burnt clay surround which 
survived to a height of0.3m around a flag stone base. 
A stone-lined posthole was also cut into this surface. 
To the north-east above make-up AHVIII 24, 64 was 
a sand and gravel floor AHVIII 23 covered by thin 
intermittent occupation AHVIII 63. South-west in 
trench AHI a mortar floor was found AHI 62 which 
might be associated with this phase, although there 
was no further investigation in this area. 

Evidence For Timber Buildings Beneath Later 
Stone Shop V.4 
The lowest level excavated in trench AGVI (Figs. 
139, 141, section MN) was a thin mortar floor AGVI 
35 covered with occupation AGVI 34. This was 
sealed by a second floor AGVI 33 composed of clay 
with sherds of amphora pressed into the surface. 
Above this was another mortar surface set upon a 
stone foundation, which may be the same floor as 
those found in adjacent trenches (AGIII 34/5, AGV 
26/27, AGVI 32). Occupation deposits AGIII 33, 
AGVI 31 above the floor produced abundant pottery. 
In trench AGV the surface was associated with a 
sleeper-beam trench, 0.3m wide aligned north-west 
to south-east, and which terminated at a posthole. In 
AGVI the occupation above the floor was cut by a 

rectangular pit, 0.4m deep, which was filled with 
gravelly clay AGVI 19. The occupation deposits 
were covered with make-up for a further clay and 
mortar floor AGIII 29, AGV 23 (Fig.l41, section KL), 
? AGVI 17 which was in turn covered with a thick 
deposit of occupation material AGV 15/AGVI 16. 

Evidence For Timber Buildings Beneath Later 
Stone Shop V.5 
No excavation occurred beneath the level of the 
foundations for the colonnade fronting Ermin Street, 
and there was only limited investigation of deposits 
beneath stone shop V.S (Fig. 131 ). In trench AFI 
(Fig. 140, section AB) the earliest deposits exposed 
were make-ups AFI 52/49 for a stone surface AFI 
48a which was covered by sandy silt AFI 48/59, 
suggesting that this area was outside the timber 
buildings found further south-west in this period. In 
AGII (Fig. 140, section EF) natural clay was reached, 
overlaid by military demolition deposits which were 
covered by clay make-up AGII 36 for a mortar floor 
AGII 30 and dirty occupation layer AGII 24/25/34. 
This was sealed in turn by a second mortar floor 
AGII 23/31 which had nine stakeholes cut into it 
beneath further make-up AGII 22/21 for a third 
mortar floor AGII 20. 

Dating Evidence 

SUBPHASE I 

Shop V.2 
AHVIII I 00 Samian: Dr 18/31, M de V, Trajanic. 

Shop V.J 
AHVIII 65 Samian: Dr 27 (x2), SG, Neronian or early Flavian. 
AHIV 31 (demo.) Coins: Vespasian (x3), RIC 753a, 76-8; RIC 499,71. 

SUBPHASE 2 

Shop V.2 
AHVIII 46 Coarseware: Verulamium-region mortarium. 
AHI 63 Samian: Dr 15/17 or 18, SG, with illiterate stamp, late 
Neronian or early Flavian. Coarseware: Gillam 238-type mortarium. 

Shop V.J 
AHIV 29 Samian: Or 27, SG, Flavian. Coarseware: BB I lid. 
AHIV 25 Samian: Or 18, SG, Flavian-Trajanic; Or 18, SG, Flavian. 
AHIV 24 Samian Or 27, CG, Hadrianic. Coarseware: BBI 
flat-rimmed bowl. 
AHVIII 24 Samian: Or 15117 (x2), 18, SG, early Flavian; Or 29, SG, 
probably Flavian. 

SUBPHASES 1/2 

Timber Building(s) Beneath Stone Shop V.4 
AGVI34 Samian: Or 18, SG, Flavian-Trajanic; Or 18, SG, Flavian. 
AGVI 36 Samian: Or 18, SG, Flavian-Trajanic. 
AGVI 33 Coins: Antoninus Pius, RIC 664, 140-4; Oomitian, RIC 
327, 81-96. 
AGV 27 Samian: Or 18/31 and 37 (in the style oflgocatus), M de V, 
Trajanic. 
AGIII 34 Coarseware: Lezoux-type colour-coated ('Rhenish') 
folded beaker. 
AGIII 33 Samian: Or 37, CG, probably by Sacer i, Hadrianic; Or 37, 
CG, in the style ofGeminus iii, Hadrianic; Or 35 or 6, M de V, first 
half of second century. Coarseware: flagon, fabric 95-8. 
AGVI 31 Samian: Or 37, SG, Flavian. 
AGVI 19 Samian: Or 18, 18R and 36, SG, Flavian. Coarseware: 
Gillam 238-type mortarium. 
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AGIII29 Coarseware: BBI cooking-pots. 
AGV 23 Samian: Or 35 or 6, CG, Hadrianic or early Antonine. 
AGVI8 Samian: Or 18/31, stamped by Ooccalus ofLezoux (die 2b), 
c.I30-160. 
AGV 15 Samian: Or 18/31, CG, Hadrianic; Or 30 or 37, M de V, 
Trajanic. 
AGVII6 Coin: Trajan, RIC 587,98-117. Samian: Or 37, CG, in the 
style of the Large Spotter, c.l25-40. Coarseware: BB I flat-rimmed 
bowl. 

Timber Building(s) Beneath Stone Shop V.S 
AFI 52 Samian: Or 36, SG, Neronian or early Flavian. Coarseware: 
BBI cooking-pot. 
AFI 48 Coin: Oomitian, RIC 335, 86. 
AGII 36 (= make-up beneath first floor AGII 30) Samian: Or 37, 
SG, with scroll decoration and a lion (Hermet 1934, pi. 25, 25?) 
over spirals in the lower concavity, c.80-IOO; Or 37, SG, with a 
trident-tongued ovolo and zonal decoration with triple-bordered 
festoons. The decoration can be paralleled at Agricolan sites in 
Scotland, c. 75-95; Or 37, SG, Flavian. 
AGII 24 Samian: Or 27, SG, Flavian-Trajanic; Or 18, SG, Flavian. 
Coarseware: mica-dusted dish. 
AGII 22 Samian: Or 29, SG, c.70-85; 15/17, 15/17 or 18, 18, 27 
(x2), 37 (x2), Cu 11, all SG and Flavian. Coarseware: BBI 
cooking-pot? 
AGII 21 Samian: Or 27 (x3), 35/6, 36, 3 7 (x2), all SG and Flavian. 
AGII 20 Samian: Or 33a, M de V, Trajanic. 

If the sherd of Trajanic samian from a construction 
level of the first phase of shop V.2 is taken on face 
value this building would not date before the very 
end of the first or early second century. If this piece 
is excluded as intrusive, and the extremely wet 
conditions under which the excavation was 
conducted need to be remembered, then the material 
is consistent with construction and occupation 
within the later Flavian period. The second phase of 
timber shop 3 continued in use into the Hadrianic 
period to judge from the material from AHIV 24, 
while pottery from the construction levels of the 
overlying stone building points to replacement in the 
early Antonine period. A terminus post quem of c.75 
for timber shop V.4 is provided by a samian bowl 
from the underlying military layers (CEC I, 125, 
A Gill 43, 02, 03). Unless most of the material is 
residual, it seems best to also consider the coin of 
Pius from AGVI 33 and the 'Rhenish' beaker from 
AGIII 34 as intrusive, in which case the material is 
consistent with occupation into the later 
Hadrianic/early Antonine period. This shop appears 
to have been replaced in stone at the same time as 
shop V.3. Shop V.5 seems to date from shortly after 
c.80 and to have continued in use into the first half of 
the second century. It too seems to have been 
replaced in stone at the same time as shops V.3 and 
V.4. 

PERIOD 2 (early Antonine to early third 
century) (Figs. 138-9) 

In this period shop V.3 was rebuilt in stone, as were 
shops V.4 and V.5. A stone colonnade fronting 
Ermin Street also seems to date to this time. Shop 
V.2, however, was rebuilt in timber. 

Timber Shop V.2 
The uppermost floor of the Period 1 subphase 2 
structure AHVIII 46 (Fig. 142, section PQ) was 

covered with mortar-rich make-up AHVIII 1/2 into 
which were cut the slots for a new timber building 
which consisted of a series of rooms with a corridor 
(Room 3) on the north-eastern side. No trace of the 
exterior walls was found, presumably because they 
were directly overlaid by later stone walls (their 
existence is further indicated by an absence of 
internal deposits north-east of the later stone wall T). 
The wall separating the rooms from the corridor was 
defined by a narrow timber slot, 0.2m wide, which 
was supported in part upon stone slabs. A number of 
iron nails were found in situ within the slot. Both 
faces of the partition wall had been plastered, some 
of which survived in situ upon excavation. Rooms 1 
and 2 were separated by a cross-wall, its position 
marked by a quarter-round moulding 0.13m wide at 
the edge of an opus signinum floor AHIII 10 in Room 
1. Room 2 and the corridor possessed thin dirty clay 
floors AHI 57/8. 

Demolition was marked by a thick deposit of 
collapsed wall-plaster, mortar and building rubble. 
AHI 56, A Hill 11 which overlay the floor of Room 1 
and also extended over the demolished cross-wall 
into Room 2. 

NOTE ON THE WALL-PLASTER FROM TIMBER SHOP V .2 
ROOM 1 

The plaster is heavily fragmented. The dado was 
either red with splashes of yellow, white and green, 
or pink with splashes of yellow, white and black. 
There was a similar pattern of plain panels separated 
by stripes to that found in Period 1 Timber Shop V.3 
Room 1. Fragments include: 

i. red with two parallel yellow stripes· of 3mm each, 
55m apart. 

ii. red and yellow panel, with yellow stripe 3mm 
wide positioned 50mm in from red/yellow junction; 

iii. white, yellow and red panels. Yellow panel 
53mm wide, 5mm white stripe between yellow/red 
panel; 3mm yellow stripe in red panel 40mm fro!TI 
yellow/red junction. 

iv. decorated pieces include ?foliage in red, yellow 
and green freehand on a cream background. A corner 
fragment shows a similar design to that from Period 
1 Timber Shop V.3 with diagonal rows Of spots in a 
radius and circumference pattern; it also had a 
similar red background bordered by white and 
yellow stripes with green outer zone .. 

A number of fragments have curving yellow, red, 
and green frames upon a white background which 
Davey and Ling (1982, 97) suggest may come from 
a ceiling. One fragment shows a head (a 
gorgoneion?), painted in red, black and yellow 
upon a cream background, sitting upon a horizontal 
disc, perhaps par:t of a candelabrum (Toynbee 1964, 
219; Davey and Ling 1982, 97). Contexts AHI 56; 
AHIII 11. . 
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Stone Shop V.3 
A new stone-built shop was constructed above the 
demolished timber building. It was I Om wide 
externally, with walls 0.6-0.8m wide. The north-east 
wall (Z) only partly lay within the excavation area 
and its full width was not ascertained. It survived to a 
height of three courses. The south-west wall (S) was 
cut through by wall R when the latter was 
subsequently rebuilt, which suggests that it relates to 
the primary arrangement. A foundation trench AHIV -
28 on the exterior side of wall S was found. 
Cross-wall R, 0.75m wide above an offset, was 
rebuilt up from the second course above the offset at 
a later date. Machine excavation revealed that the 
footings of wall S continued to the south-east of wall 
R to define Room 5, 3.75m x 2m internally. Little 
trace of its other walls survived, the south-east wall 
(AA) having been subsequently robbed almost to the 
bottom of its foundations. The latter was cut through 
by wall X of the Period 3 building, and trial pits 
excavated through the base of the later hypocaust 
failed to find its south-westward extension, 
presumably because it had been entirely robbed. 
Differences in the character of the floor surfaces in 
trenches AHV and AHVI suggest that they lay in 
differerh rooms (Rooms 3 and 4), the stone or timber 
wall which divided them having been obscured by 
later wall Q. 

Observations during machine excavation to the 
north-west of trenches A Hill-VI revealed that wall S 
continued north-westwards, and that it was met by a 
cross-wall (A C). As this was abutted by a wall (U) of 
the Period 3 stone building it is probably to be 
associated with the primary arrangement. If so, this 
allows the internal width of Rooms 2-4 to be 
calculated at approximately 3.6m. 

ROOM 2/3 
Sealing the earlier timber levels were mixed 
make-up dumps AHVIII 13, 12, 62, 61, 44 (Fig. 142, 
section PQ) which contained fragments of plain 
wall-plaster beneath a possible clay and pebble 
surface AHVIII 11, 45. This was directly overlaid by 
crushed mortar floors AHVIII 39, 40 which were 
divided by a timber slot AHVIII 42, 0.15m wide. 
Room 3 was narrow and perhaps served as a passage. 

ROOM4 
A mortar and gravel dump AHV 19 (Fig. 142, 
section PQ) provided a make-up for an opus 
signinum floor AHV 17; a scar along the edge of the 
floor suggests the original presence of a 
quarter-round moulding where it abutted wall R. As 
this floor was of a different character to the crushed 
mortar floor AHVIII 39 it is reasonable to suppose 
that they lay in different rooms, the timber or stone 
partition lying beneath later wall Q. 

ROOMS 
No deposits can conclusively be assigned to this 
phase, although it is conceivable that a burnt clay 
hearth AHVlll 16 sitting upon an earthen surface 
AHVIII 17 might relate to this period. 

AREA TO THE REAR AND SIDE OF THE 
BUILDING 
The area to the rear of the building appears to have 
remained an open space. Behind Room 5 occupation 
and clay make-up AHI 60, 61 (Fig. 143, section RS) 
was overlaid by a rough surface of mortar and clay 
AHI 45. North-east of the building was a narrow 
alley, 1.25m wide, separating it from shop V.4. The 
alley was covered with a light grey soil AGVI 37 
(Fig. 141, section MN) below which excavation did 
not continue. South-west of the building there was 
another alley, approximately 2.5rr wide, separating 
it from timber building V.2. 

Stone Shop V.4 
Shop V.4 was defined by wall P to the south-west, of 
which nine courses survived, and to the north-east a 
party wall K with shop V.5. The shop was 
approximately 5.5m wide internally. Wall K was 
0.6m wide above roughly dressed foundations, and 
had a rubble and mortar core with dressed 
facing-stones. In trench AGIII there were three 
foundation courses beneath an offset of 85mm on the 
north-eastern face. Two courses of original work 
·survived above the offset, 0.54m ·wide. The wall 
suffered from subsidence during its life, and leant 
markedly to the north-east. It was perhaps a fear of 
such subsidence which led to the wall being more 
deeply founded here than in trench AGV, where up 
to a maximum of five irregular courses survived. The 
shop was divided into two rooms by a cross-wall N, 
which if not an original feature was constructed soon 
after. This wall was about 0.5m wide, survived up to 
six courses high, and formed straight butt joints with 
walls K and P. 

CONSTRUCTION 
A series of construction dumps containing 
abundant mortar and sand AGIII 28, 26, 27, 25, 24, 
AGV 13, AGVI 15, with AGIII 28 (Fig. 141, 
section HJ) given a rough levelling surface of large 
unworked stones beneath loose gravel, overlay 

· earlier levels. 

ROOM 1 
The first surface was a clay floor up to 0.3m thick 
which had a number of stone blocks embedded in it 
(AGV 10/19, AGVI 14; Fig. 141, sections KL, MN). 
The latter might possibly have acted as supports for a 
raised plank floor, such as was found in Shop V.5, 
Room 2 (p. 207). 

ROOM2 
The first floor was of clay AGIII 22 (Fig. 141, 
section HJ) and was covered with occupation AGIII 
21, 20 which yielded much iron slag and traces of 
burnt wattles. A stone-lined well AGVIII 5, 0.75m in 
diameter internally, and packed around with rubble 
lay in the northern corner of the room: it is uncertain 
whether it was an original feature. Dating evidence 
suggests that subsequent floors should be ascribed to 
the next period. 
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Stone Shop V.5 

CONSTRUCTION (Fig. 131) 
Erection of the stone building is probably marked by 
the dumps AFI 43/58 (Fig. 140, section AB) which 
relate to the construction of the portico, and correlate 
with similar dumps sealing the timber building 
levels further to the south-west. Here its building 
was indicated by levelling dumps consisting mostly 
of stony clay, rubble, and occasional patches of 
mortar AGII 18119/17 (Fig. 140, section EF); AGIII 
28/27/26/25/24/30/23 (Fig. 141, sections GH, HJ); 
AGV 15/13112 (Fig. 141, section KL); AGVI 15 
(Fig. 141, section MN). AGII 17 contained a mass of 
small fragments of sandstone, 30-50mm across, 
most probably masons' chippings. Some of the 
dumps appear to have been cut through by the walls 
of the building, others laid up against their 
foundation courses. 

The north-east wall of the building was formed by 
the back wall B of the colonnade, while the 
south-west wall K served as a party wall with shop 
V.4. The rear wall of the building (L) was 0.9m wide 
and had been very heavily robbed, although near the 
junction with the rebuilt south-west wall (M) it 
survived to a height of five courses (0.55m) with 
small neatly dressed facing-stones. As wall C is 
clearly a later addition, it would seem that the 
subsequent Period 3 Rooms 1, 2, 3, and 4 were either 
one at this date, or else it obscured earlier partitions. 

It is difficult to correlate levels between trenches, 
but the construction dumps were overlaid by a clay 
and mortar floor AFI 57/42 (Fig. 140, section AB) in 
the eastern corner of later Room 1. Further to the 
south-west in trenches AGII and lii (Fig. 140, 
section EF; Fig. 141, sections GH, HJ) the first floor 
levels were a thick clay floor AGII 16 which 
contained a large quantitY of burnt wood, pottery and 
bone, and a mortar floor AGIII 17. 

The Portico 
The portico flanking the south-west side of Ermin 
Street at the north-east end of the building proved to 
have been entirely rebuilt and the only evidence for 
the original work was probably the foundations, 
which were exposed in the base of the rebuilding 
trench for the front wall of the portico, and beneath 
the bottom of a pit (AFI pit 3; Fig. 140, section AB) 
dug immediately behind the back wall. This suggests 
that either the original walls were wider than the 
subsequent rebuild, or else lay slightly south-west of 
the later work. The portico appears to have returned 
through a right angle to flank the south-eastern side 
of street F. Wall J, discovered in trench AMY, 
probably lies too far north-west to be the front wall 
of the shops, given that the probable front wall of 
shop V.3 appears to have been identified during 
machine excavation. Wall J is therefore better 
interpreted as the front wall of a colonnade. The full 
width of the wall was not ascertained. 

The foundations demonstrate the level from which 
the portico was constructed, and the footings of the 
back wall (B) were overlaid by a thick make-up 

dump of loam, gravel and stones AFI 58 (Fig. 140, 
section AB) (= AFI 43) associated with the 
construction of stone shop V.5. The earliest surface 
excavated within the portico was of grey mortar AFI 
61. 

Dating Evidence 

Timber Shop V.2 
AHI 57 Samian: Dr 36, SG, Flavian. 
AHVIIII Coin: Vespasian, RIC 109, 77-8. 
AHI 56 (demo.) Coins: Hadrian, dupond., 117-38; Vespasian, RIC 
475, 69-79. Samian: Dr 29, SG, c. 70-85; Dr 18, 22, 30, SG, Flavian. 
Coarseware: BB I bead-rimmed cooking-pot. 

Stone Shop V.J 
AHIV 28 (foundation trench) Samian: Dr 33, CG, Antonine. 
AHI 45 Samian: Dr 32/40, EG, with deep internal groove just below 
the lip, late second or early third century; rouletted dish, CG, 
mid-late Antonine; Dr 31, stamped by Cintusmus i of Lezoux (die 
4a), c.l40-60. Coarseware: BB I plain-rimmed dish, intersecting
arc decoration. 

Stone Shop V.4: Construction 
AGJII 24 Samian: Dr 18/31 R, CG, Hadrianic or early Antonine. 
Coarseware: roughcast beaker, ??Lezoux colour-coated ('Rhenish') 
ware. 
AGIII26 Coarseware: BB! flat-rimmed bowl. 

Room I 

AGVI 14 Samian: Dr 37, CG, probably early Antonine; Dr 37, CG, 
probably by either Bass us ii or lanuaris ii, Hadrianic-Antonine. 

Room2 

A Gill 22 Samian: Dr 18/31 R, M de V, Trajanic or Hadrianic. 
AGIII21 Coin: Hadrian, RIC 761, 134-8. 
AGIII20 Coarseware: Mancetter-Hartshill bead and roll mortarium. 

Stone Shop V.5: Construction 
AFI 43 Coin: Vespasian, RIC 764?, 77-8. Samian: Cup, SG, 
Hadrianic or early Antonine; Dr 15/17 or 16; 18; 18R; 27 (x2); 30; 35 
and 37 (probably by Vital is ii), all SG and Flavian. Coarseware: BB I 
or local imitation grooved flat-rimmed dish and plain-rimmed dish; 
roughcast beaker. 
AFI 58 Samian: Dr 27, 37, SG, Flavian-Trajanic; Dr 18, SG, Flavian 
or Flavian-Trajanic. 
AFI42 Samian: Dr 37, in the style ofX-2 of M de V, c.I00-20; Dr 18, 
35/6, 67, SG, all Flavian. 
AGIII 25 Coarseware: flagon, fabric 95 etc. 
A Gill 24 Samian: Dr 18/31 R, CG, Hadrianic or early Antonine. 
AGIII 23 Samian: Dr 72 etc. (large), CG, probably Antonine. 
AGII 16 Samian: Dr 18/31 and 37 (in the style of X-2), M de V, 
Trajanic. Coarseware: two colour-coated, probably Nene Valley, 
cornice-rimmed beakers; BBI flat-rimmed bowls. 

Portico Construction 
AFI 58/43 (see above) 
AFI61 Samian: Dr 30, 35, SG, Flavian-Trajanic. 

The material from the demolition of timber shop 
V.3, and the samian from the foundation trench for 
the stone walls, points to construction of stone shop 
V.3 in the early Antonine period. The Nene Valley 
beakers from construction levels of shop V.5 point to 
a date after the middle of the second century 
although not much later, given the absence of late 
Antonine samian from these deposits. The possible 
Lezoux colour-coated roughcast beaker from the 
constructional levels of shop 4 cannot be used to 
provide a later date. While this fabric normally dates 
from the last quarter of the second century at earliest, 
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144. Insula V, section UV 

rougl)casting is not a technique used by the industry, 
and this vessel is probably better ascribed to the 
earlier Central Gaulish colour-coated tradition. 

Material from AHI 45, combined with 
construction deposits for the Period 3 building, 
suggests that the first phase of stone shop V.3 lasted 
until the early third century. 

PERIOD 3: CONSTRUCTION (early third 
century) (Figs. 82, 131, 145) 

In this Period timber shop V.2 was replaced in stone, 
and V .3 rebuilt to a new plan. A series of other 
modifications are apparent in the shops throughout 
this period. 

Stone Shop V.2 
The timber building was demolished and a new 
stone shop constructed which shared a party wall T 
to the north-east with V.3 and Y to the south-west 
with V. I. Wall Y was 0.66m wide above a single 
offset course; up to four courses of original work 
survived. 

Overlying the demolition levels of the timber 
building was a series of dirty trampled construction 
deposits AHI 55, 52, 50,49, 51, AHIII 9, 8 (Fig. 
143, section RS). Four small postholes and 
stakeholes cut through these deposits in trench 
AHIII. Sitting upon these deposits was a stone-built 
oven A Hill 6 which had a central flue, 1.8m long 
and 0.3m wide, surrounded by a crude jumbled 
mass of large stones. The oven abutted the 
north-east face of wall Y, and a thin slab had been 
laid on edge at the entrance to the flue. To the 
south-east in trench AHI the construction deposits 
were overlaid by a floor of crushed mortar AHI 36. 
Set into this was a timber partition AHI 53, formed 
by a sleeper-beam, 0.15m wide and 75mri1 deep, 
which connected four timber uprights, 0.15m by 
0.1 m square and set into the floor to a depth of 
0.27m. Considering the different character of the 
surfaces found in the two trenches tt i~: l:kely that 
they lay in different rooms, with a timber or stone 
partition in the unexcavated area. 

Shop V.3: Phase 2 
The shop was rebuilt to a new plan: existing walls S 
and R were retained, with the latter extended 2.25m 
south-westwards to meet a new party wall T, 0.77m 
wide, which formed the boundary with shop V.2, and 
also l.2m to the north-east to meet wall P which 
formed a party wall with V.4. Wall P seems to have 
been rebuilt to a narrower width (0.53m) at this time 
and survived to a height of four courses above the 
earlier work. Walls T and S defined two rooms, 
approximately 2.4m wide internally, along the 
south-western side of the building. Subsequent 
machine excavation to the north-west of trench 
AHIV revealed a cross-wall U which separated 
Rooms 5 and 6. This wall abutted wall S. Given the 
differences in the character of the floor levels found 
in trenches AHV and AHVI, it is likely that there 
was an original partition on the line of later wall Q, 
as seemed to be the case with the Period 2 building. 
South-east of cross-wall R were two further rooms, 
although the rear wall of the building (W) was only 
found at the very south-western limit of trench AHI. 
At the north-eastern end of trench AHI a north-east 
to south-west wall on the same alignment as wall L 
was located, although this was much narrower than 
that found further north-east. It is uncertain how this 
wall relates to the rest of the structure. Room 2 was 
defined to the north-east by party wall P, although as 
this wall was· not found in trench AGI there may have 
been a wide entrance between shops V.3 and V.4 at 
this point. The wall separating Rooms 2 and 3 (AC) 
was about 1.05m wide and formed a straight butt 
joint with walls R and L. Material from the 
demolition of wall V (AHI 18) shows that it was 
plastered on its south-western face. Rooms 3 and 7 
were separated by wall X, 0.72m wide, which 
survived to a height of six courses above two courses 
of undressed foundations. Wall X abutted wall R. 

ROOM3 . 
Sealing the demolished Period 2 wall AA was a loam 
make-up AHI 43 (Fig. 143, section RS), and it was 
probably at this point that a stone-lined well, 0.8m in 
diameter internally, was constructed. The well was 
originally capped with a monolithic well-head (Fig. 
146), the height of which was subsequently raised by 
a further two courses of stones. The well was 
surrounded by a layer of puddled clay AHI 48, which 
was bounded by a timber sleeper-beam trench AHI 
54. To the north-west of the. well, infilling the area 
between wall AC and the timber partition was a 
crushed mortar and stone floor AHI 47, AHVIII 32. 
There was a quarter-round mouiaing painted red at 
the junction of the floor and the south-west face of 
wall R; the wall still had plain white plaster adhering 
to it. A doorway through wall R at this point is 
marked by a large stone threshold. South-west of the 
timber partition was a crushed mortar and stone floor 
AHI46. 

ROOM4 
Overlying the floor of the Period 2 building was clay 
and gravel make-up AHV 15 containing fragmented 
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146. Monolithic head of the well in room 3 of shop Y.3 . 
Scale in feet 

wall-plaster, beneath a mortar floor AHV 14 (Fig. 
142, section PQ). The floor was covered by a thin 
layer of occupation material AHV 13 beneath further 
crushed mortar make-up for an earth and gravel floor 
AHV I 0. This was in turn overlaid by a thin 
occupation layer AHV 9 associated with a burnt clay 
hearth AHV 8. 

ROOM6 
Overlying clay make-up AHIV 20 was a 25mm thick 
opus signinum floor AHIV 19 (Fig. 142, section PQ). 
This was replaced by a second surface of clay and 
mortar AHIV 17 which contained a circular 
depression, 0.15m deep. 

ROOM7 
A channelled hypocaust was constructed in this 
room, the flues arranged in a union jack pattern (Fig. 
143, section RS; Fig. 144, section UV; Fig. 147). It 
cannot be deduced whether the hypocaust was 
original or a later insertion. It was founded upon a 
mortar base AHIV 7/8, and the faces of the flues had 
been rendered with mortar containing crushed brick 
fragments. The flues were nine courses (0.9m) high, 
and covered with stone slabs which supported a 
mortar floor AHI 3/4/5. As no evidence for a 
stokehole was found in the excavated areas this must 
have lain outside the south-east wall of the room. 

NOTE ON THE PLASTER FROM WALL V (SHOP 
V.3, ROOM 3) 
The plaster was heavily fragmented. Pieces included: 

i. Blue, green and red panels separated by white 
stripes 7mm wide between the three elements, the 
green panel being 47mm wide. 

ii. Red background with yellow and white floral 
motif on yellow line. 

147. Channelled hypocaust in room 7 of Shop V.3. Scale in 
feet 

iii. imitation marbling, light grey, red and black 
blobs on white background. Context AHI 18. 

Dating Evidence 

PERIOD 3 CONSTRUCTION 

Shop V.2 
AHI 55 Coin: Hadrian, RIC 605, 117-38. 
AHI 50 Coin: Septimus Severus, RIC 150, 193-211. Coarseware: 
Nene Valley colour-coated beaker. 
AHI 49 Coin: Marcus Aurelius, RIC 834, 161-80. 
A Hill 9 Samian: footring, EG, late second or early third century; Dr 
33 (x3), 37, 38 or ?44, CG. Antonine. 

Shop V.J 

ROOM3 
AHI 43 Coin: Antoninus Pius, RIC 424, 140-4. Samian: Dr 37, CG, 
in the style of Mercator iv , c. l60-90; Dr 33 (x4), 37, 38, CG, 
Antonine. Coarseware: BBI plain-rimmed dish; ?Nene Valley 
colour-coated beaker. 
AHI 48 Samian: Dr 31 , CG. Antonine. 

ROOM6 
AHIV 20 Samian: Dr 33 (x2), CG, Antonine; Dr 81, CG, 
Hadrianic-Antonine. Coarseware: ?Nene Valley colour-coated 
beaker. 

The material from V.2 points to construction in the 
early third century, while that from V.3 provides a 
late second-century terminus post quem. As the 
shops shared a party wall it is very probable that the 
two events were contemporary and so an early 
third-century date should be assigned. 

PERIODS 2/3: OCCUPATION AND 
MODIFICATION (early Antonine to late third 
or early fourth century) (Fig. 131) 

This period comprises a series of new floor surfaces 
and minor modifications and alterations which 
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pre-date more substantial rebuilding in the fourth 
century. In shop V.5 it is not possible to define 
Period 3 construction, and so the activities span both 
Periods 2 and 3. 

ShopV.2 
The first floor in this shop was overlaid by a thin 
layer of occupation material (AHI 35; Fig. 143, 
section RS). 

ShopV.3 

ROOM3 
The timber partition AHI 54 went out of use when a 
dirty occupation deposit, AHI 42, 26 overlying the 
floors, sealed the trench (Fig. 143, section RS). The 
storie-lined well apparently went out of use during 
this period, the filling AHI 59 producing three 
tegu/ae mammatae, four pieces of lead pipe and the 
skull of a horse. 

ROOM6 
The primary floor was overlaid by a thin ash-rich 
occupation deposit AHIV 16, 15, 14 associated with 
a burnt clay hearth AHIV 13 (Fig. 143, section PQ; 
Fig. 144, section UV). 

Shop V.4 

ROOM 1 
After the first floor had been laid in this room, wall P 
was_ rebuilt, an _ev~nt associated with the Period 3 
rebuilding of shop V.3. Contemporary with the 
ret_milt wall was a second mortar surface AGV 9a, 
17, AGVI 13overlaid by gravel make-up AGV 9, 8, 
AGVI 13a for a third mortar floor NJV 7, 32, AGVI 
8, 7 which was· covered with occupation AGV 6, 
AGVI 6 (Fig. 141, sections KL, MN). 

ROOM2 
Sealing the first floor was a second surface 
composed of mortar and gravel AGIII 19 beneath 
further occupation debris A GIll 18, ? A G VIII 9 (Fig. 
141, section HJ) which yielded iron slag (as was also 
found in this room ·in Period 2). The next surface was 
a thick· mortar floor AGIII 16 which retained 
evidence for a probable north-east to south-west 
tiinber partition, 0.4m wide. This was covered with 
further occupation debris AGIII 14, ?AGVIII 7 
which contained much charcoal. The fourth floor 
was composed of mortar sitting upon a bed of large 
stone blocks and roofing slates A Gill 13; the surface 
had been heavily burnt. This was covered by another 
mortar surface AGIII 9, AGVIII 4. Probably at this 
point a large buttress or platform was inserted to 
support the south-"west face of wall K. This overlay 
the well AGVI}I 5 which had presumably by now 
been infilled. The buttress was 1.40m long and 
composed of large flat blocks of stone with smaller 
stones above set in loose mortar: it did not have 
dressed faces. The top of the buttress w'as covered by 
a seventh floor which w_as composed of clay, gravel 
and mortar AGIII 7, AGVIII 2, AGI 8/1 L The 

impression of a probable sill-beam AGVIII 3 which 
turned through a right angle was visible in the 
surface of the floor .. There was a hearth. in the 
southern corner of the trench AGVIII, with a second 
hearth AGI 5 in the eastern corner of the room. 

ShopV.5 

ROOM 1 (AND 5 PRIOR TO DIVISION) 
In the south-western part of the room the primary 
floor surface was covered by an occupation deposit 
up to 90mm thick AGII 15, AGIII 15~ AGV 30 (Fig. 
140, section EF; Fig. 141, sections GH, HJ, KL). It 
was from above this level that wall K was rebuilt, 
which if contemporary with the rebuilding of wall P 
would define the start of Period 3. The new wall was 
slightly wider, being 0.62m wide, and survived to a 
height of four courses. Associated with the rebuilt 
wall was a mortar floor AGIII 12, which elsewhere 
in the room was more of a clay-mortar mixture (AGII 
14) or else composed of gravel and loam. (AGV 
29/37), all sealed beneath occupation AGII 13, A Gill 
11, AGV 21. 

At this point partition wall H which divided 
Rooms 1 and 5 was built from large semi~shaped 
stones set in loose mortar which seemed to terminate 
in a wider buttress or entrance-way. It survived to a 
maximum height of seven courses. 

The first floor AFI 57, 42 in the eastern corner of 
Room I was overlaid by occupation AFI 56 beneath 
dumps of make-up AFI 51, 50, 39, 34 for a patchy 
mortar floor AFI 33 (Fig. 140, section AB). This was 
in turn covered by further make~up AFI 44, 32, AFV 
31, 32 for a clay and mortar floor AFT 41, 31, AFV 
25 which might be associated with the remnants of 
an north-east to south-west timber partition at the 
south-eastern limit of trench AFV (Fig. 140, section 
CD). These surfaces were covered with thick dumps 
AFI 36, 37, 30, AFV 24, 23, 19a beneath a clay floor 
AFI 18, AFV 19, 17, ·which in trench AFV was 
sealed by a further mortar floor AFV 18, 16. It is not 
possible to correlate exactly these surfaces with 
those found further to the north-east, · and they 
probably relate to the period both before and after the 
insertion of partition wall H. 

ROOM5 
Following construction of wall H, and sealing the 
earlier occupation deposits, was a third clay floor 
AGII 10, AGIII 36 (also traced across trench AGIX); 
the corresponding deposits in the north-western part 
of the room were sandy gravel AGV 20 beneath what 
appeared to be the remains of either a foundation or a 
heavily flagged floor AGV 14 (Fig. 140, section EF; 
Fig. 141, sections GH, KL). They were covered with 
a mortar floor AGII 9, AGIII 8 (also traced in 
trenches AGIX, AGV 11) which was overlaid by an 
occupation deposit AGII 8 which produced an iron 
spade-binding. 

The Portico · 
The lowest floor ·in the portico was overlaid by a 
second mortar surface AFI 54 (Fig. 140, section AB). 
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This was covered by a variety of dumps (AFI 53, 47, 
46, 40, 35) beneath the third surface which was 
composed of clay and pebbles AFI 29. This was in 
turn sealed by a. mortar surface AFI 28 beneath a 
second similar floor AFI27, which was then covered 
with a layer of sandy make-up AFI 25, after which 
the portico walls were rebuilt. 

Dating Evidence 

Shop V.2 
AHI 35 Coin: Antoninus Pius, as RIC 580, 138-61. Samian: Dr 45, 
CG, c.l70-200; Dr 31 R (x2), CG, mid-late Antonine. Coarseware: 
Lezoux-type colour-coated ('Rhenish') folded beaker; BBI 
cooking-pot, narrow band obtuse-angled lattice; BBI conical 
flanged bowl, intersecting-arc decoration; BB I grooved 
flat-rimmed bowls; BBI plain-rimmed dishes. 

The material is consistent with activity running into 
at least the second half of the third century, and 
probably into the last quarter of that century. 

Shop V.J 

ROOM3 
AHI 54 Samian: Dr 18/31 R, CG, early-mid Antonine. 
AHI42 Samian: Dr 30 or 37, 31 R (x4), 33 (x2), 36, 38, CG, mid-late 
Antonine; Dr 33, stamped by Pistillus of Lezoux.( die 4a), c.l60-90; 
Dr 31, 33, EG, late second or early third century. Coarseware: 
Mancetter-Hartshill hammerhead mortarium; BB I cooking-pot, 
obtuse-angled lattice; ?White Hill Farm jar. 
AHI 59 (lower filling of well) Samian: Dr 30 (probably by Albucius 
ii), 30 or 37, 31 (x7), 33 (x4), 36, 44 (without basal stamp), CG, 
mid-late Antonine; Dr 33, CG, stamped by Atilianus (die Se), Dr 33, 
CG, stamped by Vitalis vi (stamp 3a), Dr 33, CG, stamped by 
Nicundio (die la), all mid-late Antonine. Coarseware: BBI 
cooking-pot, right/obtuse-angled lattice; BB I plain-rimmed dishes; 
complete Nene Valley barbotine beaker. 

ROOM6 
AHIV 17 Coin: Faustina 11, RIC (Ant. Pius) 1389a, 147-50. Samian: 
Dr 30 or 37, 33, CG, Antonine; Dr I8/3IR, CG, early-mid Antonine. 
AHIV 16 Samian: Dr 33, stamped by Advocisus ofLezoux (die 2a), 
c.l60-90; Dr 31 (x3), CG, Antonine. Coarseware: BBI cooking-pot, 
obtuse-angled lattice; BB I plain-rimmed dish, intersecting-arc 
decoration. · 
AHIV 14 Coin: Maximian I, RIC 6 Lon 117a, 310-13. Coarseware: 
Oxford colour-coated Young CSI, c.240-400+; BBI grooved 
flat-rimmed bowl, intersecting-arc decoration. 

The material from Room 3 is consistent with a date 
around the middle of the third century, the BB I 
cooking-pot with obtuse-angled lattice being the 
latest piece. The occupation in Room 6 runs later, 
into the early fourth century to judge from the coin of 
Maximian. 

Shop V.4 

ROOM I 
AGVI 13 Coarseware: Nene Valley colour-coated barbotine beaker. 
AGV 8 Coarseware: Oxford parchment ware jar. 
AGV 6 Coarseware: BBI cooking-pot, obtuse-angled lattice. 
AGVI 6 Coarseware: BBI flanged dish. 

ROOM2 
AGIII 19 Coin: Tetricus 11, RIC 247, 270-3. Samian: Dr 37, CG, in 
the style of lustus ii, c.160-90. 
AGVIII 9 Coarseware: BBI conical flanged bowl, arcaded 
decoration. · · 
AGIII 13 Coin: Claudius 11, RIC 265, 270. Coarseware: 
Lezoux-type colour-coated ('Rhenish') barbotine beaker. 
AGIII9 Coarseware: BBI conicai flanged bowl; BB1 cooking-pot, 

obtuse-angled lattice. 
AGVIII 5 Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated ware. 

The material is consistent with activity into the late 
third or early fourth century. 

Shop V.S 

ROOM 1/5 (DEPOSITS PREDATING PARTITION H) 
AGIIII2 Coarseware: local BB!, grooved flat-rimmed dish. 
AGV 29 Coarseware: BB! carinated flanged bowl 
(??South-Western BB I). 
AGV 21 Samian: Dr 18/31-31, M de V, Hadrianic-Antonine. 

ROOM 1/5 
AFI 56 (occupation on primary floor) Samian: Dr 27, CG, Hadrianic 
or early Antonine. · 
AFI 51 Samian: Dr 33, CG, Antonine. 
AFI 39 Coarseware: BB! flat-rimmed bowl with chamfer (as 
Gillam 219). 
AFI 34 Coarseware: BBI flat-rimmed bowl. 
AFV 31 Coin: Trajan, RIC 512,98-9. Samiun: Dr 18/31R and 37 
(x2). One by Drusus i (X-3), the oiher from a mould by X-12. All M 
de V and Trajanic. Coarseware: BB! flat-rimmed bowl. 
AFI38 Coarseware: BB! flat-rimmed bowl. 
AFI 18 Coarseware: White Hill Farm jar. 
AFV 17 Coins: Faustina I, RIC (Ant. Pius) 1146a?, 140-4; Trajan, 
RIC 500, 98-ll 7. 
AFV 16 Coins: Faustina 11, R·Ic (Ant. Pius) 1389?, 145-6; Hadrian, 
RIC 812, 137-8. 

ROOM 5 (DEPOSITS AFTER INSERTION OF PARTITION H) 
AGII 10 Samian: Dr 37, CG, Hadrianic or early Antonine. 
Coarseware: colour-coated ware, barbotine ?hunt cup decoration; 
BBI flat-rimmed bowl; local BBI grooved flat-rimmed bowl. 

There is no useful evidence for the date of the 
insertion of the partition wall H, and generally much 
of the material appears to be residual. With the 
exception of the jar from AFI 18, which probably 
dates to the third century, there is nothing from these 
deposits which need be later than the hte second 
century. 

Portico 

PRE-REBUILDING DEPOSITS 
AFI 46 Coarseware: BBI flat-rimmed bowl. 
AFI 27 Samian: Dr 30/37, CG, Antonine. 

PERIOD 3A (late third or early fourth to late. 
fourth or early fifth century) (Figs. 131, 145) 

This period covers ·a series of miscellaneous 
reconstructions which span the fourth century. The 
events concerned are likely to have occurred at a 
variety of dates. · · · 

Shop V.1 . 
Th~re was very little investigation of this shop, 
wh1ch shared a party wall Y with V.2 to the 
north-east. Immediately south-west of wall Y in 
trench AHI a mortar floor AHI 39 covered with an 
occupation· deposit AHI 38 was found . (Fig. 143, 
section RS). Further to the north-west in trench AHII 
there ~as only limited excavation,'but this found~a 
clay floor AHII 3 overlaid by a surface of stone slabs 
AHII . 2 sealed beneath demolition rubble AHII 1 
which produced fragments of wall-plaster . and 
roofing slates. 
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ShopV.2 
Party wall Y was demolished, with the mortar and 
stone derived from it spread across the rooms as 
make-up AHI 30 (Fig. 143, section RS). It was then 
rebuilt to a narrower gauge which was slightly 
off-line with the earlier work. Only one course of this 
new work survived later robbing. Overlying the 
spread demolition were dumps of silt and ash AHI 
29, 31, AHIII 7, AHI 8, AHIII 5 which also sealed 
the oven. These were overlaid by a crude floor 
formed from rubble set in dark soil AHI 7; two 
successive surfaces were noted in trench AHIII ( 4, 
3/2). The latest surface was directly covered with 
dark earth AHI 1, A Hill I. 

Shop V.3 
A number of modifications was made to the 
building. Wall R was rebuilt, and it seems that wall 
Q was either entirely reconstructed or built anew. A 
trench along the north face of the former wall, 0.8m 
wide, found in Rooms 4 and 6 is probably associated 
with its reconstruction, which seems to have 
occurred from above the second course above the 
offset to judge from a change in the character of the 
mortar. The mortar found in the reconstructed work 
was similar to that used in wall Q. Wall Q abutted 
the rebuilt wall R, and was clearly later than the 
primary fabric of that wall as plaster still adhered to 
the north-west face of the latter where it was abutted 
by wall Q. It was perhaps at this time that wall AC 
was demolished. 

ROOM 1 (Periods 3/3a) 
Overlying the demolished Period 2 wall Z was a 
layer of burnt clay beneath a paved floor AGVI 28 
(Fig. 141, section MN). This had subsided badly 
where it was not supported by the earlier wall and 
was overlaid by a clay floor which contained a 
stone-lined hearth AGVI 12. This surface was 
covered by a further two or three thin clay floors 
each with occupation (AGVI 27-20, 10). Overlying 
the uppermost occupation AGVI 20, 10, 9 was a clay 
floor AGVI 5 which contained a horseshoe-shaped 
oven surrounded by a packing of small burnt stones. 
The oven contained two distinct ash layers. 
Overlying the floor was a thin layer of occupation 
beneath demolition rubble AGVI 3 containing 
sections of column drum (one 0.76m in diameter) 
presumably derived from rebuilt wall P (see below). 
There was also evidence for a hearth in the eastern 
corner of the room. 

In trench AHVI deposits of loam and mortar were 
found to a depth of 1.15m below the base of the 
topsoil (AHVIII 38, AHVI 9, 8, 7, 6, 5); no floor 
levels were present and the deposits directly overlay 
the earlier timber building levels. Cutting through 
these deposits was a large intrusion AHVI 3, 2 with a 
shallow U-shaped profile filled with dark earth and 
rubble. 

ROOM 2/3 (Periods 3/3a) 
Wall AC, as well as the stub of wall L in trench AHI, 
were both demolished to join Rooms 2 and 3 

together (Fig. 143, section RS). The mortar and 
plaster from wall AC were levelled-out to serve as 
make-up AHI 34, 33, 24, 18, 25, covered in part by a 
deposit of ash AHI 17, 19, 24. On the very edge of 
the infilled robber trench for wall AC was a thin 
clay/mortar surface AHI 16, 23, associated with a 
possible hearth AHI 15. This surface was overlaid by 
a thick deposit of dark loam and rubble AHI 2, 6, 12 
which sealed the robber trench for wall AC and 
might have formed a crude surface. It was directly 
covered with dark earth AHI 1. The top of the well 
shaft was filled with loam AHI 14, the well having 
apparently gone out of use sometime earlier. 

Only"the uppermost floor surfaces were exposed in 
trench AGI, and as Wall P was not found in this 
trench it is conceivable that there was an entrance 
here between V.3 and 4. Certainly floors AGI 11 and 
2 seemed to run through into both rooms. Cutting the 
uppermost surface AGI 2 was a stone-lined posthole 
AGI 15, 0.56m deep. 

ROOM4 
Filling the rebuilding trench for wall Rand overlying 
the earlier floor AHV 10 was a rubble and mortar 
make-up AHV 7/6 for a stone surface AHV 3 (Fig. 
142, section PQ). This was overlaid by a demolition 
level AHV 2 containing fragments of red, white and 
green wall-plaster. 

ROOM6 
Filling the rebuilding trench for wall R, and 
overlying the earlier floor, was mortar, rubble and 
broken roofing slate AHIV 12, 11 which served as 
make-up for a mortar floor AHIV 10 (Fig. 142, 
section PQ). This was covered with a dirty gravel 
occupation beneath a stone floor AHIV 3, similar to 
that found in Room 4, which was in turn overlaid 
with brown earth AHIV 2. 

ROOM7 
Following the disuse of the hypocaust the flues 
became filled with loam and rubble AHI I 0, AHIV 
6, 5 containing a coin hoard (Hoard 9, p. 293) (Fig. 
143, section RS). 

Shop V.4 

ROOM 1 
Wall K was demolished and replaced by wall M 
immediately to its south-west, while wall P was 
rebuilt for the third time. Wall M was built upon 
two courses of crudely-dressed footings beneath a 
single foundation course. There were offsets on 
either side above the foundation, over which the 
wall was up to 0.6m wide and survived to a 
maximum height of three courses. It was built from 
irregularly dressed stones with a rubble and mortar 
core (which produced an iron spike). The wall 
clearly overlay the foundations of the rear wall (L), 
and had been totally robbed in some areas. The 
rebuild of wall P was of a slightly greater width 
(0.65m) than previously, and had a rubble and 
mortar core with dressed facing-stones. The core 
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contained a number of reused column drums and 
large semi-shaped stones, with a layer of earth 
between it and the top of the earlier wall. This new 
work survived to a maximum height of two courses. 
The earlier floor AGV 3 had been partly robbed and 
the new surface AGV 2, AGVI 2 associated with the 
rebuilt wall was of hard mortar sat upon large 
blocks of stone and puddled clay, about 0.3m thick 
(Fig. 141, sections KL, MN). 

ROOM2 
A large pit AGIII 10 was cut into the top of 
demolished wall K, 1.17m in diameter and 0. 7m 
deep. This was covered with a rubble and mortar 
floor AGIII 2, AGI 2, such as was also found in 
Room 5 of shop V.5, overlaid in places by 
occupation AGIV 3 (Fig. 141, section GH). 

ShopV.5 
Modification to the building comprised the 
subdivision of Room 1, three new rooms (2-4) 
being formed. The south-west wall (C) of Rooms 2 
and 3 was 0.65m wide and survived to a maximum 
height of three courses above shallow foundations. 
A single stone projected from the north-east face to 
indicate the presence of a cross-wall (D) separating 
Rooms 2 and 3. The rest of the wall had been 
entirely robbed of its dressed courses, some stone 
footings surviving in the base of the robber trench 
AFI 13. The north-west wall of Room 2 (E) had 
been entirely robbed. Wall C bonded to the 
south-west with wall F, aligned north-east to 
south-west, which defined Room 4; only the edge of 
the wall was found, the remainder lying outside the 
excavation area. The south-west wall of Room 4 
(G) was 0.58-0.74m wide. 

The construction of Rooms 2-4 was associated 
with a series of make-up dumps AFI 21, 23, 17, 16, 
15, 12, AFV 18, 30 which sealed earlier floor levels. 

ROOM, I. 
Overlying~ the make-up. dumps was a mortar floor 
with a· rubble base AFV I 0, 13, 14, ?4 into which a 
five"postholes had been cut (Fig. 140, section CD). 
They.may have been, associated with a large pit AFV 
7; 1'.8m in diameter, which contained large stones set 
in-a yellow silt-like material AFV 9, capped with a 
layer. of clay AFV 8 50mm thick. Sealing the pit and 
the mortarftbor was a deposit of grey ash AFV 6, 12. 
South-east of the filled pit was a rough rubble and 
mortar surface AFV 2 similar to that found within 
Room 2. 

ROOM2 
A thin mortar floor AFV 29 was associated with the 
construction of this room (Fig. 140, section CD). It 
was covered by trample AFV 28 beneath make-up 
AFV 27, 6 for a patchy mortar surface AFV 5 which 
contained the impressions of wooden floor joists. 
The joists were between 90 and 180mm wide, and 
were spaced at an interval of 0.6m. This surface was 
covered by a rubble surface similar to that found in 
Room I. 

ROOM3 
A patchy mortar floor AFI 5 overlay a stone bedding. 
It was cut by a pit AFI Pit 3, 0.96m in diametet and 
1.44m deep; which had been dug up against the 
south-west face of the rear portico wall B (Fig. 140, 
section AB). The pit contained a coin hoard (Hoard 
3, p. 291) and the articulated skeletons of two dogs 
and a cat. 

ROOM4 
Overlying the make-up dumps was a mortar floor 
AFI 9 covered with burnt occupation AFI 8 (Fig. 
140, section AB), beneath further make-up rubble 
AFt 7 for mortar floor AFI 6, and which may be the 
same surface as that found in the southern corner of 
the room (AGI 7). 

ROOMS 
Demolished wall K was overlaid by a rubble, 
mortar and clay surface AGII 4, A Gill 6, AGIV 10 
which was covered with occupation up to 50mm 
thick AGII 3, AGIII 5, AGIV 9, 8 (Fig. 140, section 
EF; Fig. 141, sections GH, HJ). This floor might be 
equated with: mortar and clay surface AGI 12, 
which had. an· oven AGl 18 cut into it. The 
Stoke-hole area .. of the oven·. had been subsequently 
removed by a large pit AGI 17. These surfaces were 
covered by.· another clay floor which · showed 
evidence· of scoFching~ it was associated with a 
large scatter of fallen masonry AGII 2; AGIII 4, 
AGIV 7, AGI 3, and in placesoccupation AGIII 3. 
In trench AGI a small stone-lined pit AGI6 was dug 
through this surface. In trench AGIII the occupation 
was covered by a crude rubble ?floor A Gill 2 which 
was overlaid by a large deposit of stone roofing 
Slates. At the north-western end of the room 
demolished wall K was sealed by a thick deposit of 
rubble which contained slight traces of a clay floor 
AGV 4 (Fig. 141, section KL). An intrusionAGII5 
cutting the latest floor surface produced a human 
skull. · 

The Portico 
The portico fronting Ermin Street was rebuilt to an 
internal width of2.7m. The front stylobate wall (A) 
was 1.15m wide and survived to a maximum height 
of seven courses above the foundations. The back 
wall (B) was 0.6m wide and survived up to thirteen 
courses high. Both walls had dressed faces. with a 
mortared rubble core, smaller facing-stones being 
used in wall B. · 

These two walls appear to have rested ·upon the 
foundations of the original walls and explains the 
depth to which the dressed courses were laid. The 
construction trench on the south-west side of the 
front stylobate wall seems unusually wide and ·is 
probably better regarded as a robber trench for the 
original wall (Fig. 140, section AB). This trench 
was infilled by silt AFI 55 beneath a sandy fill 
containing fragments of painted wall-plaster AFI 
11. It was a sealed by a stony floor within the 
portico AFI 3 which was directly overlaid by dark 
earth. · · 
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Dating Evidence 

Shop V. I 
AHII 2 Coin: illeg. fourth century. Coarseware: shell-tempered 
storage jar. 
AHII I (demo.) Coins: Gratian, as CK 378, 378-83; Gratian, as CK 
299, 378-83; Valens, CK 344, 367-75; Valens, CK 483, 364-78. 

Shop V.2 
AHI 30 Coarseware: BB I cooking-pot, outflaring rim as Gillam 146. 
AHI29 Coarseware: BB! flanged bowl. 
AHI31 Coarseware: BB! flanged bowl. 
AHI 8 Coarseware: BB I flanged bowl. Later Finds: medieval 
glazed pot. 
AHIII 7 Coin: Valens, as CK 97, 367-75. Coarseware: ?New Forest 
colour-coated beaker; BBI cooking-pot, obtuse-angled lattice. 
AHIII 5 Coin: Quintillus, 270. Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated 
ware; BB I flanged bowl. 
AHI 7 Coins: Constantius 11, HK 132, 337-41 (not securely 
stratified); Septimius Severus, RIC 218, 208. Coarseware: Oxford 
colour-coated as Young C77, c.340-400+; pentice-moulded 
colour-coated beaker; Nene Valley colour-coated dish. 
AHIII 2 Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated as Young C44, 
c.270-350. 
AHIII 3 Coin: Claudius Jl, RIC 44, 268-70. 

The material from deposits associated with the 
rebuilding would be consistent with a late third or 
early fourth-century date, with the exception of the 
coin of Valens from AHIII 7. Given the absence of 
any shell-tempered wares from these or overlying 
deposits it is probably best to consider the coin as 
intrusive, in which case the latest floor surface AHI 7 
probably dates to after c.340. 

Shop V.3 

ROOM I (PERIOD 2/3) 
AGVI 12 Samian: Dr 33, CG, Antonine. Coarseware: BB! 
plain-rimmed dish, intersecting-arc decoration; BB I cooking-pot 
with outflaring rim as Gillam 146. 
AGVI 10 Coarseware: Oxford or South-West colour-coated ware; 
BB I cooking-pots, obtuse-angled lattice. 
AGVI 9 Coarseware: Oxford or South-West colour-coated beaker; 
BB I cooking-pot, obtuse-angled lattice. 
AHVIII 38 Coarseware: BB! cooking-pot, outflaring rim as Gillam 
147; BB I plain-rimmed dish. 

The material from AGVI 12/10 points to a date 
certainly after c.240, and probably in the later third 
century for the remainder of the sequence. 

ROOM 2/3 (PERIOD 2/3) 
AHI 34 Coarseware: third-fourth century wall-sided mortarium. 
AHI 33 Coarseware: BB I cooking-pot, outflaring rim as Gill am 145. 
AHI 24 Coarseware: BB! cooking-pots, outflaring rims as Gillam 
146/7. 
AHI 17 Coarseware: BB I grooved flat-rimmed bowls; BB I 
cooking-pot, outflaring rim as Gillam 147. 
AHI 16 Coin: Theodora, HK 113,337-41. 
AHI 12 Coin: H. of Theodosius, 388-402. Coarseware: Oxford or 
South-West colour-coated flask. 
AHI 6 Coin: H. ofTheodosius, 388-402. 
AHI 2 Coins: Arcadius, 383-95; Constans, HK 153, 345-8. 
Coarseware: shell-tempered storage jar; Oxford colour-coated 
Young C75 (x2), c.325-400+. Later Finds: medieval pottery; 
post-medieval glass. 
AHI 14 (upper filling of well) Coarseware: Nene Valley 
colour-coated flanged bowl/dish; Oxford colour-coated bowl; BB I 
cooking-pots, obtuse-angled lattice and outflaring rims; BB I 
grooved flat-rimmed bowl, intersecting-arc decoration. 
AGI 2 Coins: Honorius, 395-402; Constans, HK 401, 335-7; 
Faustina I, RIC (Pius) 1162, 140-4. Coarseware: shell-tempered 
storage jars (x3). Later Finds: post-medieval glazed ware. 
AGI 15 Coin: H. ofConstantine, as HK 266, 345-8. 

The coin of 337-41 from AHI 16 is from a surface 
which is later than the demolition of wall AC. That 
event probably occurred in the later third or fourth 
century. The latest surface continued to accumulate 
material until the end ofthe Roman period, and if the 
coins can be taken to date its construction, was not 
laid before 395. 

ROOM4 
AHV 2 (demo.) Coin: Constantine I, RIC 7 Aries 313, 327. 

ROOM6 
AHIV 2 Later Finds: post-medieval pottery. 

ROOM? 
AHIV 5 Coin: H. ofConstantine, copy as CK 25, 350-60. 
AHI 10 Coin Hoard 9 (p. 293), Theodosian, perhaps deposited 
c.420. Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated Young C75 (x2), 
c.325-400+. 

The Theodosian hoard buried in the disused 
hypocaust indicates that it had fallen out of use by 
this date. 

Shop V.4 

ROOM2 
AGVIII 3 Coins: Constans, HK 160, 345-8; Marcus Aurelius, RIC 
1006, 170; Antoninus Pius, RIC 612, 138-61 
AGIII 10 Coarseware: Oxford white-ware mortarium. 
AGIII 2 Coin: Carausius, RIC 880, 287-93. Coarseware: Oxford 
colour-coated beaker. 
AG! 2 see above, Shop V.3 Room 2/3 
AG!V 3 Coins: Valentinian I, 364-7; Valens, 364-78; Julian 360-4. 

Surface AGIII 2 overlay deposits containing 
Theodosian coins in Room 5 of V.5. Replacement of 
wall K by wall M is provided with a terminus post 
quem of 345 by the coin from the infilling of the 
timber slot AGVIII 3, and the event is likely to date 
to the later fourth century. 

Shop V.S 

ROOM I 
AFV 4, 10, 13, 14 Coin: H. ofValentinian, as CK 279, 364-78. 
AFV 8 Coarseware: red colour-coated ware; BB I cooking-pot, 
obtuse-angled lattice. 
AFV 2 Coins: H. of Theodosius (x4), 388-402; Constans, HK 60, 
345-8; H. ofConstantine, as HK 87 (x2), 335-41; Hadrian, RIC 812, 
137-8. Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated Young C51, c.240-400+. 

ROOM2 
AFV 5 Coins: Constantine 11, copy as HK 49, 330-45; Beata 
Tranquillitas, RIC 7 Lond 275, 323-4. 

ROOM3 
AFI Pit 3 Coin Hoard 3 (p. 291), deposited c.340-50. Coarseware: 
shell-tempered storage jar; Oxford or South-West colour-coated 
pentice-moulded beaker. 

ROOM4 
AFI 9 Coin: Septimius Severus, R!C 171, 197-208. 
AFI 7 Coin: Constans, HK 148, 345-8. Coarseware: Oxford or 
South-West colour-coated beaker. 

ROOMS 
AGI!I 5 Coarseware: Lezoux-type colour-coated ('Rhenish') ware; 
Mancetter-Hartshill mortarium; ?White Hill Farm jar. 
AGIV 9 Coin: Antoninus Pius, RIC (Had) 1052, 130-8. 
AGI 18 Samian: Dr 31 R, CG, late Antonine. 
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AGI 3 Coins: H. of T~eodosius, 388-402; indet. third-fourth 
century; Julia Domna, RIC (Sep. Sev•.) 559, 196-211. Coarseware: 
Oxford white-ware mortarium. 
AGII 2 Coarseware: BB! cooking-pot, obtuse-angled lattice. 
AGIII 4 Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated ware; BBI cooking-pot, 
obtuse-angled lattice. 
AGIV 7 Coarseware: colour~coated folded beaker: 
AGI 6 Coarseware: shell-tempered storage jar; Oxford 
colour-coated as Young C75, c.325-400+; C97, c.240-400+; C44/5, 
c.270-400+. 
A Gill 3 Coins: H. of Theodosius, 388-402; Claudius 11, RIC 259, 
270; Hadrian, RIC 538a, 119-21. 
A Gill 2: see above, V.4 room 2. 
AGV 4 Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated as Young C75, 
c.325-400+. 

The coin of 364-78 from surface AFV 4/10/13/14 
associated with the insertion of walls C and E points 
to a mid-fourth-century date for the event. The latest 
floors in Rooms 1 and 5 produced coins of 388-402. 

Associated With The Rebuilt Portico 
AFI 3 Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated as Young C75, 
c.325-400+; CIOO, c.300-400+. 

A mid-fourth-century date for the rebuilding of the 
colonnade seems likely. 

DISCUSSION 

The plan of the buildings leaves no doubt that they 
should be interpreted as an organised series of shops. 
They find ready parallel at insula XIV in 
Verulamium where Frere's (1972) work serves as the 
model report on this class of structure. Richmond's 
( 1966, 76) comments on the Verulamium shops serve 
equally well in the present case 'The shops are in part 
shops.and in part workshops and there is no essential 
difference between the two .... the stock of goods was 
not large and many purchases were the result of 
special orders, the goods being manufactured on the 
spot'. 

It is a commonplace derived from well-preserved 
sites such as Pompeii and Ostia that the front part of 
the building facing the street served as the shop area, 
with workshop and living accommodation to the rear 
or possibly in an upper story above the shop. In 
insula V the wall-plaster, opus signinum floors and in 
one case a hypocaust all testify to residential 
occupation at the back of the shops. Whether 
bedroom provision, if indeed separate rooms were 
provided, occurred on an upper floor is uncertain, 
although probable. 

Functions 
Discussion of the function of the Cirencester shops is 
hindered by the little investigation which was 
possible of the rooms bordering the street frontage 
where one would expect the best evidence to be 
recovered. Certainly none of the distinctive bronze 
working troughs such as were found at Verulamium 
were revealed, and the small finds do not 
immediately indicate obvious crafts or manufacturing 
processes. Indeed the only evidence suggestive of 
manufacture derives from shop V.4 where a small 
quantity of iron slag was recovered from the floor 
surfaces in Room 2 in Periods 2 and 3. The presence 

TABLE 9: EVIDENCE FOR OVENS AND HEARTHS IN 
SHOPS V.l-5 

Shop Room Period 

V.2 I (phase I) 
V.2 I (phase 2) 
V.2 3 
V.3 I (phase I) 
V.3 I (phase 2) 
V.3 5 2 
V.3 4 2/3 
V.3 6 2/3 
V.3 I 3a 
V.4 2 2/3 
V.5 5 3a 

Hearths/Ovens 

2 (I stone-lined) 
2 (I stone-lined; I tile) 
I (oven; stone-lined) 
2 
I (oven; stone-lined) 
I? 
I 
I 
2 ( i oven, stone-lined) 
2 (I stone· lined) 
I (oven; stone·lined) 

of an associated well may support blacksmithing, 
although such features occur commonly in the town. 

Hearths were found in many rooms, of varying size 
and structure, none of which produced any evidence 
of metal-working (Table 9). The large stone oven 
with central flue in shop V.2 in Period 3 finds ready 
parallel with the so-called 'corn-drying ovens' well 
known on rural sites, but also found in towns such as 
Silchester (Boon 1974, 258). The function .of such 
ovens has been debated, but some at least seem to 
have been used for malting in the production of beer 
(Reynolds and Langley 1979, 40-1; Millett 1990, 
205). Two other horseshoe-shaped stone-lined ovens 
were found which could have been used in a variety 
of processes, including baking or (given the 
evidence for butchery in the shops on the opposite 
side of the street in insula Il; p. 187) the preparation 
of cooked meats, as Wacher (1995, 318) suggested. 
The large pit in room 1 of shop V .5 may have been 
associated with a process, perhaps a noxious one 
given the need to cap it with a sterile layer of clay. 

Overall, given the sparse evidence for manufacture 
(although many processes would leave no 
discernable trace), and the prevalence of hearths and 
ovens, it is reasonable to suggest that the shops had a 
strong association with food and drink. Given their 
prime location ·next to the mercantile centre of the 
town it could be suggested that they served as 
taverns, bakeries and the like to provide refreshment 
for those working and doing business in the nearby 
markets.· 

Aspects Of The Planning And Layout OfThe 
Shops 

At Verulamium it has been proposed that the block 
of Claudian timber shops in insula XIV were likely 
to have been in single ownership, and perhaps built 
with official assistance (Frere 1972, 12): It is worth 
examining the Cirencester evidence with regard to 
the same hypothesis. Owing to the limited 
investigation of the earliest levels it is necessary to 
work backwards from th'e more complete third and 
fourth-century plan of the stone shops and to 
assume that the original plot boundaries ran down 
the centre line of the later party walls (Table 1 0). 
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TABLE 10: PLOT WIDTHS OF STONE SHOPS V.l-5 

Plot Width(in m Width in Multiples 
from centre line pes 16pesmon. 
of party walls) monetalis 

(0.296m} 

V. I 
V.2 4.75 16.0 1.00 
VJ 14.25 48.1 3.00 
V.4 6.25 21.1 1.33 
V.5 14.00 47.3 2.96 

This was certainly the case with the boundary 
between shops 2 and 3, the south-west wall of the 
Period 1 phase l timber shop 2 lying directly 
beneath later stone wall T. It can be readily 
appreciated from Table 10 that shops 3 and 5 were 
about three times wider than units 2 and 4 in their 
stone form. Firstly it is necessary to investigate 
whether these differences in plot width date from 
the initial laying out of the timber shops, or 
developed subsequently through amalgamation. 

The property boundary between shops 2 and 3 
dates from the initial laying-out in timber phase 1, a 
narrow alley separating them. Shop V.3 consisted of 
at least three contiguous rooms which might suggest 
common ownership. The little investigation that 
occurred beneath stone shop 4 found what appeared 
to be the same mortar floor in three trenches 
spanning the full width of the shop. This suggests 
therefore that this shop was a single entity in the 
original layout. Excavation beneath the 
south-western side of stone shop 5 in trench AGII 
revealed internal floor surfaces which are 
presumably associated with timber buildings, while 
excavation beneath the north-eastern side of the shop 
in AFI found what are most probably external 
surfaces which perhaps lay to the rear to a timber 
shop fronting street F. Taken together the evidence 
suggests that shops 2 and 3 were in different 
ownership from the time of original construction, and 
likewise that shop 3 occupied a wide plot from the 
outset. 

The evidence from the second phase of timber 
buildings is inconclusive, but matters become clearer 
in Period 2 where the evidence once again focuses on 
the boundary between shops 2 and 3. It has been 
shown that the original property boundary as marked 
by the timber wall coincided with the centre of the 
later stone wall. It follows that to rebuild a common 
timber party wall in stone on exactly the same 
alignment requires either the two plots to be in the 
same ownership, or else the active cooperation of 
both owners. Otherwise it would be necessary to 
offset the stone wall to one side of the boundary line. 
This can be demonstrated with the rebuilding of shop 
3 in stone when the south-western wall was not on 
the earlier boundary between shops 2 and 3, but fully 
within the bounds of plot 3 (in fact overlying the 
earlier partition between rooms 1 and 2). Timber 
shop 2, by contrast, ran right up to the original 
property boundary and overlay the earlier alley. This 

observation is surely further evidence that shops 2 
and 3 were in separate ownership. The north-east 
wall of shop 3 may likewise have teen built within 
the bounds of the plot as there was a narrow alley 
separating it from shop 4 which was presumably 
rebuilt in stone at this time. Stone shops 4 and 5 
shared a common party and back wall, suggesting 
that the redevelopment of these two plots occurred 
under common ownership. Whether these two plots 
had always been joined, or had become subsequently 
amalgamated, is not known. 

It is interesting to compare the development of the 
shops at Cirencester with those in insula XIV at 
Verulamium. There a Claudian block of contiguous 
timber shops (Period I) was reconstructed on two 
occasions before in c. /30/50 the shops were replaced 
by separate timber buildings divided by narrow 
alleys (Frere 1972, 54, Period lie). Frere concluded 
that this was probably a reflection of private 
ownership replacing the tenant-landlord relationship, 
and that buildings with roof-ridges at right angles to 
the street allowed for greater exploitation of the 
backland areas. Although there was no continuity of 
property boundaries between the Period I and Period 
IIA structures, most probably due to the Boudiccan 
destruction of the former leading to all manner of 
legal problems (Wacher 1995, 223-4), during Period 
11 the wall lines of the three reconstructions lay in 
almost exactly the same place as their successors, 
suggesting the existence of accurate property records 
(Frere 1983, 29). 

Following Frere's argument we see at Cirencester 
the opposite process to that at Verulamium, with the 
physical amalgamation of shops 2, 3 and 4/5 in 
Period 3 suggestive that they had fallen under 
common ownership. Subsequent amalgamation of 
originally separate holdings might also de detectable 
at 'sites' 11 and Ill of the shops in insula VIII at 
Wroxeter, although the details are less clear 
(Bushe-Fox 1913, 8-13). 

It is likely that shops 4 and 5 were roofed as a 
common unit from Period 2. The absence of any 
continuous north-west to south-east partition wall to 
support the roof trusses within shop 5 would seem to 
exclude the possibility of a roof with a north-west to 
south-east ridge, and so a north-east to south-west 
ridge line is indicated. The width to be spanned by 
the trusses was comparatively large (up to about 
12m), although the distance is comparable with the 
pre-Boudiccan timber shops at Verulamium 
(maximum span about 11.9m). Shop 4 could have 
been covered with the same roof as shop 5, or one 
with a north-west to south-east ridge line. If the 
latter, however, this would make for a very tall 
building in order for the eve to have lain above the 
apex of the roof of shop 5. Given the relatively 
narrow width of shop 4 this is probably unlikely, and 
so it is easier to consider that the two shops were 
covered with a single common roof. 

In Period 3 shop 3 was extended on both sides over 
the spaces previously occupied by the alleyways to 
share party walls with shops 2 and 4. The former was 
now rebuilt in stone and shared a party wall on its 
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south-western side with shop I. Shop 3 was also 
extended to the rear so that its back wall, and 
seemingly those of shops 2 and I as well, was on a 
similar (although not exactly the same) alignment to 
the existing rear wall of shops 4 and 5. The inference 
from this event, given the absence of alleys or open 
drains to collect rain water, is that shops I, 2 and 3 
were now roofed as a unit. A roof with a ridge 
aligned north-east to south-west could have covered 
all three shops, although another possibility for shop 
3 is that the roof spanned between the front wall and 
wall R, with secondary roofs over rooms 2 and 7. It 
is possible that room 3 may have been an open 
courtyard with a well-house in one corner; the 
presence of plaster on walls R and AC need not 
exclude this possibility. 

Subsequent modifications would have necessitated 
major episodes of re-roofing. Party walls Y, P and K 
were either rebuilt or replaced, as was load bearing 
wall R in shop 3. This raises the question of how 
were the party walls maintained if all the shops had 
not fallen under common ownership in Period 3. As 
Sommer (1991, 475) has noted in his discussion of 
the contiguous timber strip-buildings in the vicus 
outside the fort at Ladenburg in Upper Germany, 

Roman law gave one the fight to insert a beam into a, 
neighbouring wall but for practical purposes one 
neighbour must have been responsible for the 
maintenance of the party walls. Analysis of the plan 
at Ladenburg lead Sommer to suggest that when 
looking from the street the left wall was the 
responsibility of the house one was directly facing, 
but this house had no rights over the right hand wall 
(as this would be the left wall of the adjoining 
property). Whether such laws or informal 
agreements applied in Britain or indeed Cirencester 
must be total speculation. 

The owners or tenants of the shops were 
sufficiently prosperous to be able to afford painted 
wall-plaster, which was recorded in abundance from 
the Period I shops 2 and 3, from Period 2 shop 2, and 
Period 3 shop 3. Shops 2 and 3 also had some rooms 
with opus signinum floors in Periods 2 and 3. No 
evidence for such furnishings was found in shops 4 
and 5. Shop 3 was also the only unit to be equipped. 
with a hypocausted room. None of the shops 
produced any evidence for mosaics, such as were 
found in the in the fourth-century shop XIV.5 at 
Verulamium (Frere 1972, I 02-3). 

WATERMOOR HOUSE, WATERMOOR ROAD 
EXCAVATION 1992 

Charles Parry 
with contributions by Peter Guest and Jane Timby 

INTRODUCTION 

Watennoor House was constructed as a private 
residence during the nineteenth century (Slater 
1976b, 149-51; Verey 1976) and has long been used 
as a home for elderly people. The structure (at SP 
0261 01570; Fig. 148) is situated within the central 
area of the Roman town, and the archaeological 
potential of its grounds has been recognised by their 
inclusion within a Scheduled Monument (County 
Monument no. 361, Corinium Roman town). 

During the late 1980s the owners of Watermoor 
House (Gloucestershire Old . People's Housing 
Society Ltd) proposed to demolish and reconstruct 
an extension appended to the northern side of the 
building. To examine the archaeological 
implications of the proposed construction the owners 
commissioned a field evaluation, which was 
undertaken by Gloucestershire County Council's 
Archaeology Service in 1990 (Hemingway 1990; 
Hemingway 1991). This established that in the area 
of proposed construction Roman deposits were 
preserved· at, o'r below, a level of approximately 

I 08.52m AOD. The level of preservation was again 
confirmed in early 1992 when a small trench was 
excavated archaeologically to 'test the load-bearing 
capacity of the site (Hoyle 1992). On the evidence of 
these trial excavations, and following ·discussions 
with English Heritage, the architects of the proposed 
extension amended the design of the foundations· to 
minimise their archaeological impact. The design 
adopted was for a structure supported upon a 
concrete raft foundation above significant 
archaeological levels. Some discrete intrusions into 
the archaeology were, however, necessary. Firstly; to 
key the raft foundation into the ground, its edges 
required a thickened 'toe' intruding c.0.3m deeper 
than the underside of'the raft: Secondly, although 
existing drainage was re-utilised as· far as possible, 
new drainage trenches and marihol'es below 
foundation level - were required. Scheduled 
Monument consent for the construction · of the 
extension was granted in April 1992, and made 
conditional upon -an -advance pro.gramine of 
archaeological excavation to the levels required for 
the foundations and drainage, which was undertaken' 



212 CIRENCESTER EXCAVATIONS V 

toetrenc~ 
·reduced to 
~08.27mOD 

area reduced 
to 108.57mOD ATERMOOR HOUSE 

bou; 
1
dary .l I 

wall I L·--·---..~~~ 
0 5m 

Ermin Street 

~~~ 
I "' \ f '"""'. \ ~ Lloonodod port;oo (pwjocred) ~~~·-·-· l \~ \ 

~~~~~~~~ 
. I I~ .. J . ·, 
I ...... I , I \l~ i ~ 
I .I G< "' •· ~ ~ 
.I i ' 1--T- I~·[ ___ ] 
r-·---r----1_ 317 J .3~/@i ·-·-· i.__~--- ·-· --1 I \4/ 
I I . · robber trench 

-, ·1 I I ,. 
i 0~-====--=== 

148. Waterrnoor House: locatton an . d plan of the 1992 excavation area 



THE SHOPS 213 

in June-July 1992. An interim account of the work 
has been published (Hoyle and Parry 1993). This 
note is intended as a summary and discussion of the 
results. 

EXCAVATION: METHOD 

The excavation commenced after the existing 
extension and part of the brick wall forming the 
north-western boundary of the grounds of 
Watermoor House had been demolished, and the 
area of proposed construction levelled to c.l 08.59m 
AOD by contractors working under archaeological 
supervision. First, the proposed area of construction 
was cleaned down to 1 08.57m AOD, the level 
required for the construction of the foundation raft. 
This revealed wall footings, disused services and 
rubbly construction deposits associated with the 
demolished extension, and, in areas away from the 
former building footprint, the base of a modern 
garden soil. Next, the trench for the 'toe' of the 
foundation raft was excavated strati graphically down 
to I 08.27m AOD. Lastly, a network of narrow 
drainage trenches and manholes was excavated to 
bring the work to a conclusion. 

Roman deposits were found to be well preserved 
in the north-eastern part of the 'toe' trench, and also 
within drainage trenches excavated nearby: the 
results obtained from these areas are described and 
discussed below. Roman layers of uncertain 
character observed discretely elsewhere in the 'toe' 
trench and other drainage trenches have been 
omitted from the account (although pottery 
recovered from these contexts formed part of the 
assemblage discussed below). 

DESCRIPTION (Figs. 148~9) 

A c.3m-length of a wall, 307, was aligned south-west 
to north-east. lt was constructed of mortared 
limestones and measured a maximum of 0.6m wide 
by 0.62m high. Below its basal course was a 
foundation of mortared rubble, 437, which was 
observed at the limit of excavation. At its north-east 
end wall 307 formed a right-angle with a second 
wall, 337, which had been mostly robbed away. 
Enough masonry survived to indicate a structural 
joint at the junction of the two walls, but there was 
no evidence to indicate which had been constructed 
first. 

To the north-east of wall 337 a hard stony surface, 
436, was observed at the limit of excavation. Above 
lay a 0.4m-thick deposit of packed gravel, 146 and 
140/333, interpreted as a surface make-up material. 
To either side of wall 307 were floor surfaces, 308 
and 320, composed of compact yellow/brown 
mottled clay. Constructed upon floor 320 was one 
or possibly two ovens. The most substantial oven 
deposit, 317, comprised a 0.3m-high by 2.4m-wide 
mound of red, burnt clay incorporating burnt 
limestones, and a similar but less substantial 
deposit, 304, was observed to the north-east. 
Around the oven structures and· lying on floor 320, 

was a series of superimposed layers comprised 
principally of charcoal and ash (318, 316, 305, 306, 
319, and 312) interpreted as debris deriving from 
the oven's use. 

Sealing the ashy deposits and the oven were layers 
of rubbly soil, 124/303,302 and 314-5. These layers 
(and also contexts 201-3 to the south) may represent 
levelling material related with later phases of Roman 
occupation. Robbing of walis 307 and 337 was 
represented by undated, but presumably post
Roman, robber trenches. Trench 441 was observed 
at the south-west end of 307, and trench 335 had 
been dug to remove wall 337 (only the north
eastern edge of this robber trench could be defined 
in the 'toe' trench). The robber trenches were 
backfilled with contexts 440 and 332, which lay 
below post-medieval garden soils 101, 208,301 and 
311. 

DISCUSSION 

Excavations undertaken in 1961 immediately to the 
north-west of the grounds of Watermoor House 
revealed a complex of buildings interpreted as shops 
situated on the north-western side of insula V of the 
Roman town, and a colonnaded portico fronting onto 
Ermin Street. These are discussed in full above (p. 
189). 

The structures excavated at Watermoor House in 
1992 can be interpreted as further evidence for the 
shops and colonnade excavated in 1961 (Fig. 82), 
Wall 337 is interpreted as the south-western wall of 
the colonnade. No certain trace of the north-eastern 
wall of the colonnade was found. Its projected line 
was examined within the north-eastern end of the 
'toe' trench where a post-Roman intrusion, l 09; was 
observed cut into .surfacing material, 146. The 
evidence suggests that the intrusion represents the 
end of a trench dug to rob the north-eastern wall of 
the colonnade. If so, this would indicate either a gap 
in the colonnade wall (for access from Ermin 
Street?), or possibly the south-eastern end of the 
colonnade itself. For this reason, it is not certain 
whether the surfacing deposits 146 and 140/333 to 
the north-east ofwall307 represent flooring material 
deposited in the space between the walls . of the' 
colonnade, or alternatively part ofthe road formation 
of Ermin Street. 

Wall 307 is interpreted as part of a shop 
constructed against the western wall of the 
colonnade or its continuation: the structural joint 
found at the wall junction proved, at least, that these 
were not contemporary constructions. The portions 
of oven, 304 and 317, probably represent a single 
structure although the presence of two, 
closely-spaced, ovens cannot be ruled out. The 
precise function of the oven was not ascertained. The 
clayey composition of floor 320, and the 
unweathered appearance of the ashy deposits around 
the oven, suggest that these structures were situated 
internally within a building, but this is uncertain 
since so little of the surrounding plan could be 
established. 
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Dating is broadly suggested by finds of pottery, 
which point to a sequence within the second to third 
centuries. However, only four of the contexts 
described above ( 140, 146, 308 and 312) produced 
pottery in quantities sufficient to rely upon for 
dating purposes (and context 308 produced an 
uncharacteristically late fourth-century sherd which 
is best explained as an intrusion from the 
post-Roman soil directly above). Precise dating of 
the structural sequence is not, therefore, possible, 
although periods of construction and use can be 
suggested for two ofthe structures examined. First, 
the pottery obtained from contexts 140 and 146 
indicates a (?re) surfacing of the space between the 
projected colonnade walls around the beginning of 
the third century. Second, the date of the pottery 
from the ashy deposits around the oven deposits 
317/304 (all uf which was assigned to the 
uppermost ashy : ~yer, 312), suggests that the oven 
was in use during the late third century. 

All but one of the eighteen coins recovered during 
the evaluation of 1990 and the excavation of 1992 
were found incorporated in post-Roman or 
unstratified deposits, and their use for dating 
purposes is limited. The exception-a coin of the first 
or second century from context 140-provides a 
terminus post quem which is earlier than the late 
second or early third-century date suggested for this 
context by the pottery. 

No certain evidence for fourth-century occupation 
was found. It is suggested (Timby below) that the 
stratigraphy of the site has been truncated. Possibly, 
·therefore, structures such as walls 307 and 337 may 
have continued in use during the fourth century. 
Post-Roman wall-robbing, and the recorded use of 
the area as a kitchen garden following the 
construction of Watermoor House during the 
nineteenth century (Slater 1976b, 149-51 ), may 
account for some or all of the truncation of the upper 
part of the Roman sequence. 

THE FINDS 

Coin Summary by Peter Guest 
A total of eighteen coins was assessed (Table 11 ). 
Six coins derived from the field evaluation of 1990. 
Twelve coins derived from the excavation of 1992, 
and these had been assigned small find (SF) 
numbers. Only one coin was recovered from a 
stratified Roman deposit (context 140), and the 
remainder were found incorporated in post-Roman 
deposits or were unstratified. 

Pottery Summary by Jane Timby 
A small group of733 sherds of pottery (24.2kg) from 
contexts presumed to be of Roman date was' 
assessed. Generally speaking the material was in 
good condition with large relatively fresh sherds. In 
terms of composition, the assemblage included a 
variety of wares with a noticeably high proportion of 
imports, in particular amphorae (Dressel 20, Gallic), 
mortaria (Rhenish), samian and colour-coats 
(Gaulish, Cologne). With regard to date most of the 

wares suggest currency from the later second century 
into the early fourth century, the bulk of the pottery 
dating to the third century. Fourth-century material, 
which perhaps might have been expected by analogy 
with other sites in insula V, was noticeably sparse 
suggesting that the stratigraphy in the Watermoor 
House site has been truncated. Only a single small 
sherd of late fourth-century shelly ware was present 
from (308). A summary of the date range and main 
fabrics represented in key contexts is presented 
below. 

Amphora sherds are particularly common, 
coming from several contexts, and account for a 
significant proportion of the total weight of the 
assemblage. For example, Spanish Dressel 20 
account for 12% by sherd count (70% by weight) 
and Gallic amphorae for 3% by count (4% by 
weight). Sherds from large-diameter Rhenish 
mortariumfrom (140), (217) and (358) account for 
a further 15% of total weight. The remaining 41% 
comprises 31.5% finewares and 68.5% coarse
wares. The samian includes a number of sherds of 
mortarium (Or 45) including two lion- head spouts 
(140), (156), a form introduced after c.170 (cf. Bird 
1986, 179) along with other late second-century CG 
forms (e.g. Cu 15, 79, 80, Dr 30, 31, 37 and 38). 
Other imports include Cologne and North Gaulish 
colour-coated beakers (358). British finewares 
include two mica-slipped vessels, one a tripod dish 
(358) probably dating from the early second 
century. From the later industries there are a number 
of Oxfordshire products and a single flanged Nene 
,Valley colour-coated bowl from (217). 

The coarsewares are dominated by sherds of 
South-East Dorset black-burnished ware (BB 1 ), 
which accounts for 28% by sherd count of the total 
assemblage. Forms include most of the main bowl 
and jar types current in the second-fourth centuries. 
Also represented are the more local grey and 

· oxidised sandy wares from the· Wiltshire industries. 

POTTERY FROM KEY CONTEXTS 

Context 140 (=context 333): Tota136 (1921g). Fabrics: Dressel20, 
Gallic amphora, samian (Or 31, Or 45 including lion-head spout), 
Rhenish mortaria (worn), 881, South-West white-slip ware, local 
grey and oxidised ware. Date: late second-early third century. 

Context 146 (= contexts 140/333): Total 59 (3160g). Fabrics: 
Dressel 20, Gallic amphora, samian (Dr 31, 37), South-West 
white-slip ware, 881 (flat-rimmed and plain-rimmed dishes), local 
wares, Minety tile (tegula). Date: late second-third century. 

Context 202: Total 9 (68g). No diagnostic sherds. Fabrics: 881, 
local grey ware. Date: ?third century+. 

Context 302: Total 2 (35g). Fabrics: local grey ware. Date: 
??second-third century. 

Context 303 (=context 124): Total 3 (70g). Fabrics: 881, samian 
(Or 31 ). Date: late second century+. · 

Context 304. Total 6 (26g). No diagnostic sherds. Fabrics: 881, 
local grey and oxidised ware. Date: ?second-third century. 

Context 308: Total 23 (450g). Fabrics: Dressel 20, 881, Oxford 
colour-coated ware, local grey and oxidised wares, one sherd late 
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shelly ware. Date: fourth century; shell-tempered ware if not 
intrusive suggests date after c.3 70. 

Context 312: Totall5 (1067g). Fabrics: Dressel20, Gallic amphora, 
BB I (plain-rimmed dishes, flanged conical bowl), local wares. 
Date: late third century. 

Context 332: Total: 6 (165g). Fabrics: Dressel 20, samian (Or 45, 
worn), BBI, local flagon. Date: third century. 

Context 333 (= context 140): Total 2 (lOg). Fabric: local fine 
oxidized ware. Date ?second century+. 

Context 337: Total I ( 117g) Fabric: Dressel 20 amphora. Date: 
Context 320: Total 2 (43g). Fabric: Savemake ware. Date: second-third century. 
?first-third century. 

TABLE 11: THE COINS FROM WATERMOOR HOUSE, 1990-1992 

lst-3rd century 

Context SF Obverse Denomination Date Reference Remarks 

101 5 CLAVDIVS 11 radiate 270 
311 2 barbarous radiate (270-90) good copy, reverse 

as Pax 
1000 CLAVDIVS 11 radiate 268-70 reverse as Pax? 
1000 uncertain radiate 260-90 AE3 
1000 barbarous radiate (270-90) copy, very worn 

4th century 

ConL SF Reverse Date Obverse Mint Ref. Remarks 

101 2 victory to left? (388-402)? H. of 
Theodosius? copy 

101 4 victory to left? 388-402? H. of 
Theodosius 

103 11 SAL VS H. of 
REJPVBLICAE 388-402 Theodosius Rome //RE 

132 17 wolf and twins 330-40 VRBSROMA 
1000 GLORIA H. of 

EXERCITVS I 335-40 Constantine Trier //TRP• 
1000 GLORIANOVI 

SAECVLI 367-75 Gratian Aries CK529 

Unidentified 

Context SF Reverse type Date Obverse type Remarks 

101 I uncertain 3rd/4th century? uncertain AE4 
101 3 uncertain 3rd/4th century? uncertain 
101 6 uncertain 3rd/4th century uncertain 
140 20 uncertain I st/2nd century uncertain very worn 
311 26 uncertain 3rd/4th century uncertain 
311 28 uncertain ? uncertain 
1008 uncertain ? uncertain 
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SHOPS V.6 AND V.7 IN THE WESTERN CORNER OF-INSULA V 

EXCAVATIONS AND OBSERVATIONS AT PRICE'S ROW 1972-3 

Neil Holbrook 

INTRODUCTION 

In 1972 Hanover Housing Association announced 
their intention to demolish a row of eight cottages 
known as Price's Row and replace them with three 
blocks of flats. The site was considered to be 
archaeologically important as it was anticipated that 
it would contain the south-west defences of the 
Leaholme fort, and provide further evidence of the 
shops excavated by Wacher in 1961 (p. 189). 
Accordingly in the summer of 1972 a trial trench 
about 24m long was excavated on a north-east to 
south-west alignment. A mechanical excavator was 
used to remove the great depth of cultivation earth 
(some 1.4m above Watermoor Road) and hand
excavation revealed the southern wall of a building 
fronting an alleyway or yard which lay at right 
angles to street C (p. 27; Fig. 82). Subsequently a 
full excavation was mounted (Site DA), with all 
the topsoil from the development site being 
removed to expose a considerable area for potential 
investigation. Work began in late September under 
the supervision of R. J. Zeepvat and continued until 
mid December when it had to be suspended due to 
lack of finances. Excavation recommenced at Easter 
1973, but wru: again halted after a short period as the 
developers wished to commence site clearance. A 
watching brief was maintained during construction 
works between September and November of 1973 
which yielded some further information. 

Two adjacent areas (termed DAI and DAY/VI) 
were opened, but given the constraints mentioned 
above only the latest period of Roman occupation 
was intensively sampled. The earlier archaeology of 
the site was mainly examined in a narrow trench 
(Trench A), 25.5m long which was excavated to 
natural deposits within the bounds of area DAI. 

PERIOD 1: MILITARY? (c.45/50-75) (Fig. 5) 

Lying on natural at the base of Trench A was a series 
of layers which might be attributed to the period of 
military occupation, but since few finds were 
recovered from the relevant deposits and the sample 
was so small, this cannot be certain (Fig. 151, section 
AB). Despite later disturbances the natural gravel, 
capped with a layer of red-brown or brown clay, 
varying in thickness from 0.2-0.Sm could be identified 
along the length of the south-east section, the clay here 
reaching a greater thickness than has usually been 
found in Cirencester. At the north-eastern end of the 
trench one side of a ditch cut into natural clay and 
gravel was encountered. Owing to the foundations for 
later stone wall Z the opposite edge could not be 
recovered. As it survived, the ditch was V -shaped and 

over 1.8m wide and 0.8m deep below the surface of 
the natural clay. The filling DA 207 consisted of silty 
clay which was sealed by a layer of green-grey silt DA 
96 between 0.35-0.6m thick. No finds were 
recovered. The ditch has previously been considered 
to be part of the south-west defences of the Leaholme 
fort (CEC I, 59), but it can now be seen that this 
attribution causes a number of problems (discussed 
above p. 18). 

A small intrusion A, lm wide and 0.6m deep, had 
been cut through the natural clay into the top of the 
gravel below. It had been filled from a higher level 
by layer DA 168. The only other feature cut into 
natural was a small pit DA 510 which does not 
appear in the section. Above the pit-filling was a 
series of sealing layers composed of gravel, ash and 
clay DA 509-6. 

Above the natural clay there was no continuous 
layer but stretches of clean and dirty gravel· which 
begun 4.2m back from the edge of the ditch and 
petered-out some 3m from the south-western end of 
the section, while in the area adjacent to feature A 
the gravel was totally absent and the natural clay 
exposed. These various layers of gravel (DA 205, 
198, 192, 171, 232, 261, -509) were interrupted by 
later wall foundations, but DA 171 and 232 appear to 
be the same surface. 

Adeposit of green-grey .clay DA 168, varying in 
thickness from 0.2-0.6rrt lay directly on the natural 
clay adjacent to Feature A, filling that feature as 
well. Otherwise it sealed gravel surfaces DA 171, 
169. It is probable that DA 168 is the same as DA 96, 
207 and 260, and that these layers might be 
equivalent to those which seal the early occupation 
within the Leaholme fort on Sites AG, OK and OM 
in particular (CEC I, 49). Some sort of structures or 
surfaces, subsequently removed, but c·ontemporary 
with surface DA 171 must be presumed for the 
stretches of exposed natural clay found ' in the 
vicinity of the ditch DA 207, Feature A, and at the 
south-western end of the section. Otherwise at least 
one naturally accumulated layer would have 
intervened between the · natural clay and the 
sealing-off layers. 

No trace of the ditch was found during the 
subsequent watching brief to the north-west, 
although immediately inside its postulated line three 
postholes, 0.6m in diameter and cutting into the 
natural gravel, were found spread over a distance of 
about 9m. 

Dating Evidence 

DA 510 Samian: Dr 18, SG, Neronian or early Flavian; Dr 29 rim in 
orange, non-micaceous fabric with a good-quality orange-brown 
glaze. The fabric, less common than the heavily micaceous ones, 
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~l?ngs to the ~ange current at Lezoux in the first century. The piece 
IS hkely to be either late Neronian or early Flavian. 
DA 5~6 Samian: Dr 29, with a lower zone of straight gadroons. Late 
Neroman or early Flav1an. Coarseware: Gillam 238-type mortarium, 
fabnc 67, With grey and white trituration grits scattered on the flange. 

Sealing Layers 
DA 168 Samian: Dr 15117 or 18, SG, Neronian or early Flavian. 
Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated ware; BB I cooking-pot 
obtuse-angled lattice. ' 

Excluding the obviously intrusive material from DA 
168 the small amount of pottery is consistent with that 
recovered from deposits within the Leaholme fort. 

PERIOD 2: DEPOSITS PRE-DATING THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF STONE SHOP V.6 
(c.75/80 to late second or early third century) 

Overlying the possible military demolition deposits 
~as a seq~ence of clay, silt, sand and gravel recorded 
m the sectiOn of trench A (Fig. 151, section AB). The 
only clear differentiation represented in the section 
was a change in nature of the levels c.5.2m from the 
south-western end of the trench. In the area between 
later walls Z and H a series of thin occupation 
deposits was apparent throughout. These must be 
associated with timber buildings such as were found 
beneath stone shops V .1-5, although no slots or wall 
trenches could be discerned. To the south-west of 
wall H, however, the sequence was more straight
forward with fewer layers (DA 270-265). A distinct 
floor level DA 223 beneath later Room 8/10 is 
probably to be associated with the final timber 
building prior to rebuilding in stone. In total the 
oc~ul?ation sequen~e associated with the pre-stone 
butldmg phase attamed a thickness of about I m. 

Timber-building deposits were also examined in a 
small cutt~ng to the south-east of the later stone shop 
V.6 (not Illustrated). Here a series of at least five 
seq~ential floor levels was found, composed 
vanously of mortar and gravel. The floors could be 
traced from adjacent to street C for about a distance 
of I Om, whereafter to the north-east there appeared 
to be a series of external gravel surfaces and 
make-ups. The timber building levels were sealed 
be~eat? the metalled s.urfaces of an alley or yard 
which IS probably associated with the construction of 
the stone buildings. 

Dating Evidence 

Trench A 
DA 183 Samian: Dr 15/17R, SG, Flavian. 
DA 93 Samian: SG, Flavian. 
DA 88 Coarseware: BBI chamfered bowl, arcaded decoration· BBI 
cooking-pot as Gillam 142. ' 
DA 74 Coarseware: BB I chamfered bowl, arcaded decoration; 
Severn Valley ware. 

Make-Up And External Surfaces Associated With The Timber 
Buildings 
DA 115 Samian: Dr 37, 44, 31, CG, Antonine. Coarseware: BBI 
flat-rimmed bowls (x2); imitation BB I plain-rimmed dish. 
DA 114 Samian: Dr 37, 33 (x3), Antonine. Coarseware: 
colour<oated . roughcast beaker (?Lower Rhineland); BB 1 
plam-nmmed dish, mtersecting-arc decoration. 

The small amount of pottery points to construction 
of the stone building no earlier than the late second 
century. 

PERIOD 3: CONSTRUCTION AND 
MODIFICATION OF STONE SHOP V.6 
(late second/ earlier third century to the second 
half of the fourth century) (Fig. 82) 

Analysis of the relationship between the various 
walls uncovered allows a sequence of development 
to be postulated for this building. Most of the floor 
levels ex~!ned, how~ver, relate to the final phases 
of the bmldmg when It was at its maximum extent. 
T.he development of the building will therefore be 
discussed first, and then the rooms described 
individually. 

Phase A (Fig. 152) 
Fronting onto street C was a two celled rectangular 
st~ip building which was 8.85m long by about 6m 
wtde externally (the outer face of the north-west wall 
B lay outside the excavation area). The walls were all 
of one build, 0.6m wide. The north-west wall B was 
constructed upon a mortared foundation five courses 
high, above which the wall survived to a maximum 
h~ight of six courses. An internal cross-wall L, 0.5m 
wtde, abutted the outer walls. The building may have 
been bordered by a portico on its south-eastern side. 
Some 2.5m outside the south-east wall was a large 
flat block, 0.7m x 0.85m with a smaller block 0.5m 
square to its north-east. This most probably served as 
a base for a column, possibly for the monolithic 
stone column, 1.54m high, which was subsequently 
reus~d as a kerb. It is probable that the portico 
contmued around the front wall of the building to fill 
the space between it and the street. It is noticeable 
that the street-side ditch revealed in the watching 
b~i~f to. the north-west beneath shop V.7 was not 
vtstble m the section of trench A, and so must have 
terminated before this point. 

Phase B (Figs. 150, 152) 
A range offour rooms (4, 6, 8, 10) was added to the 
sout~-east side ~f the building, overlying the area 
previOusly occupied by the portico. The added range 
was 17 .I m long and 3 .95m wide. The external walls 
of the range were all of one build and abutted walls K 
and M of the Phase A building. They were between 
0.47. and 0.6m wide, and had subsequently been 
heavily robbed to the top of the foundations, 
although the well-dressed quoin at the southern 
corner of Room 4 survived to a height of five courses 
above them. The south-east wall contained a 1.9m 
wide doorway (W) overlying a continuous 
foundation two courses deep which bowed out in a 
slight semi-circle beneath the door. The jamb on the 
north-east side of the door survived two courses 
high. There was a straight butt joint at the south-west 
side of the entrance, the wall here (R) being 0.45m 
wide and overlying the smaller block of the Phase A 
portico. The lower courses of the wall (here termed 
G) abutted the larger of the blocks. Both walls Rand 
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G had been subsequently demolished, and the 
junction of walls G and AG had been lost. 

The range was separated into four rooms by three 
partition walls. Rooms 1 0 and 8 were divided by 

-wall H, 0.85m wide, which abutted both ofthe outer 
walls. The south-eastern face of wall K in Room 10 
produced much red wall-plaster, with one piece 
painted dark green. Rooms 8 and 6 were separated by 
·wall N, 0.6m wide, made of large roughly dressed 
stones. It had been heavily disturbed but the 
continuous faces of walls R and AF indicate that it 
must also have abutted the outer walls. Rooms 6 and 
4 were divided by wall S which bonded with the 
south-east wall (R) but abutted the north-west wall 
(AF). The partition was subsequently demolished to 
foundation level. 

Phase C (Figs. 82, 152-3) 
In this period at least another five rooms (I, 2, 3, 5, 
14) were added to the rear of the building and two 
rooms (11/12 and 13) to the front to replace the 
probable earlier portico. There is no means of 
demonstrating whether these operations were 
contemporary. 

Room 5 was stratigraphically earlier than Rooms 3 
and 1, the north-west wall of the latter AC abutting 
wall P. The addition of Room 5 might conceivably 
belong to Phase B therefore, or indeed be a separate 
event altogether. The walls of Room 2 also abutted 
the earlier work and survived to a height of between 
four and six courses above the top of the 
foundations. The south-east wall (Y) had been 
plastered on both its internal and external faces and 
had a well-dressed quoin. The other three rooms (3, 
I, 14) were defined by walls 0.6-0.7m wide. The 
north-east wall (AB) of Room I abutted the 
north-west wall of Room 2 (AA) which indicates 
that the room is stratigraphically later than Room 2, 
although given the similarity in the method of 
construction of the floors in both rooms it is highly 
probable that this merely represents a different stage 
in the same building programme. Rooms I and 3 
were divided by partition wall AH, O.Sm wide, 
which abutted the north-west wall of Room 4. 
During the watching brief it was observed that 

- another room (14) lay to the north-east of Room 1. 
The north-western wall AK might simply be a 
continuation of wall AC, while the probable traces of 
a south-eastern wall AJ appeared to abut the 
north-eastern wall Z of Room 2 as would be 
expected. Internal floor and occupation levels 
contained within this room were observed in the side 
of the builder's trench. 

At the same time as the rooms were added to the 
rear of the building the south-east wall (R) of Rooms 
4, 8 and 6 was replaced. Walls G, R, X, S, N and H 
were probably now demolished. The rubble and 
mortar trench-laid footings DA 41, 42 of the new 
south~east wall Q ran from the southern corner of 
Room 8/6 as far as the eastern corner of Room 4. The 

· wall was O.Sm wide and appeared to have been built 
from stones salvaged from wall R. It survived up to 
eight courses high. A new entrance, 1.55m wide, was 

constructed which matched the position of the 
previous one, the earlier work perhaps now serving 
as a small porch. The door jambs were built from 
well-dressed masonry. Two new partition walls were 
also built: wall S which had divided Rooms 4 and 6 
was replaced by wall T which abutted wall Q, while 
wall H, separating Rooms 8 and I 0, was replaced by 
wall J, O.Sm wide, which reused the earlier work as a 
foundation. No evidence for a south-east wall for 
Room I 0 was found, and so it may have been open 
fronted. 

Two rooms were added to the front of the building, 
the south-eastern wall F, 0.75m wide, being built 
from large stones; this wall showed evidence of 
subsidence~ at the south-western end. The wall 
overlay the corner of Room I 0 and so it is probable 
that wall AG was now demolished to its foundations 
to make a single room (10/13). The north-west wall 
A abutted wall B and survived up to five courses 
high. Partition wall E was 0.45m wide. The front 
wall lay just outside the limit of the excavation but 
its foundations were seen at the extreme 
south-western limit of trench A (Fig. 151, section 
AB) and so its position can be restored with 
confidence. 

The Rooms 

ROOM1 
The earliest deposits were only examined in the 
north-western part of trench A (not illustrated) 
where- a hard gravel surface DA 68 might be 
equivalent to deposit DA 72 in Room 2. Above this 
was a pitched limestone make-up DA 67, 60, 
probably equivalent to DA 71 in Room 2 and so 
suggesting that the floors of the two rooms were 
constructed at the same time. This make-up 
appeared to abut the rebuilt partition wall AD and 
was covered by a fragmentary burnt clay floor DA 
43 which was overlaid in the northern corner of the 
room by a trapezoidal platfotril similar to that found 
in Room 2. The platform was faced with well 
dressed stones which survived to a -maximum 
height of two courses and retained a rubble fill. The 
floor was covered with demolition rubble DA 37, 
32 containing some burnt box-tiles. 

ROOM2 
The earliest levels were examined in_trench A, where 
it would seem that sandy d~posits DA 72/99 mark 
the construction of the room (Fig. 151, section AB). 
These might have served as bedding for ~he pitched 
stone foundation DA 71 of a compacted mortar floor 
DA 86. The latter was overlaid by a platform 1.3m 
square DA 63 in the northern corner of the room 
which consisted of one course of dressed stones 
retaining a mortar and rubble core. A stone surface 
DA 34 was laid over the earlier floor and up against 
the platform, and was covered in places by patches of 
crushed wall-plaster DA 52. Lying-upon surface DA 
34 and up against the south-east- wall was a small 
sculptured plaque depicting the Genii Cucullati 
(Henig 1993a, no. 1 03). 
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ROOM3 
The lowest excavated surface was of compacted 
gravel DA 68, covered by a fragmentary stone 
surface DA 58. 

ROOM4 
The first floor which overlay timber-building levels 
was of clay DA 174, the material also filling the 
upper part of the construction trench for wall S (Fig. 
151, section AB). This was replaced by a mortar 
floor containing small fragments of tile DA 77 which 
was cut by the walls associated with the rebuilding of 
the entrance. The first floor associated with the 
rebuild was of mortar with a gravelled surface DA 
51, in turn sealed by mortar bedding DA 39 for a 
worn stone floor DA 35. 

ROOMS 
The earliest excavated deposit was the rubble 
bedding for a mortar floor DA 76. This was sealed by 
a second mortar surface containing some burnt 
material DA 44. 

ROOM6 
A construction trench DA 149 for wall S cut through 
earlier deposits and was sealed by a sandy deposit 
DA 151 overlaid by a clay floor DA 150 (Fig. 151, 
section AB). This was covered by a mortar floor DA 
78 which was of very similar character to those 
found in Rooms 4 (DA 77) and 5 (DA 76). It was 
from this level that wall Q was constructed, with an 
associated surface of compacted gravel and mortar 
DA 16. 

ROOM7/9 
At some time the partition wall L dividing the two 
rooms was demolished, and all the excavated 
deposits relate to the period after lhis event. The 
earliest surface exposed consisted of a mortar floor 
DA 81, 82 associated with an oval-shaped oven 
which overlay the demolished partition wall. The 
oven was 0.6m long by 0.3m wide internally with a 
south-east facing stokehole. It had a raised platform 
0.2m square against its back wall and was filled with 
burnt clay from a covering dome. There was a 
second oven, seemingly of similar size, immediately 
to the north-east of it, although little remained. 
South-east of the ovens the floor was cut by a 
rectangular tank, 0.25m deep and 1.75m long by 
1.5m wide, edged with rough stones and with a base 
of brown clay DA 87. It was filled with a black ash 
DA 75 and may be associated with the ovens. A 
similar stone-lined sub-rectangular tank, 2.25m long 
by 1.3m wide and eleven courses (1.12m) deep was 
constructed in the northern corner of Room 7. It had 
a gravel floor. 

The mortar floor was sealed by a surface of yellow 
gravel DA 65 which was in turn replaced by a 
heavily scorched stone floor DA 56. A similar 
surface DA 79 was found in the north-east part of the 
room above limestone rubble make-up DA 80. The 
floor was overlaid by a patchy burnt clay floor DA 
53/20 covered with occupation DA 46. 

ROOMS 
Deposits associated with this room were only 
examined in trench A (Fig. 151, section AB). Cutting 
through the uppermost surfaces DA 222, 250 
associated with the Period 2 timber buildings was a 
construction trench DA 236, 235 for wall N. This 
was sealed by clay and sand deposits DA 221, 220 
which are likely to represent the primary floor 
surfaces within the room. They were in turn covered 
by a series of sandy deposits through which a pit DA 
24 7 was cut. The pit was overlaid by a series of 
layers which appear to be associated with wall J. 

ROOM 10 
The earliest levels were only examined in trench A 
(Fig. 151, section AB), where sandy deposits DA 
262, 264, 256, 254, possibly including a surface, 
were associated with the construction of walls H and 
AG. These were overlaid by rubble make-up for a 
mortar floor DA 83. It is possible, although 
unproven, that this surface relates to the replacement 
of wall H by wall J. This floor was in turn replaced 
by a sandy clay surface DA 50 covered with 
occupation material DA 48. 

ROOM 11/12 
The earliest levels in this room were only revealed in 
the northern part of trench A (not illustrated), and it 
is not possible to differentiate those levels which 
relate to the Period 2 timber buildings from those 
which might be associated with the construction of 
the room. The only surface which can certainly be 
associated is of well-worn stones and slabs DA 84 
covered with occupation material DA 46. The 
partition wall E dividing Rooms 11/12 and 13 had 
been demolished to this level, indicating that this 
surface relates to the period when the two rooms 
were amalgamated. 

ROOM 13 
Once again the earliest deposits were only exposed 
in trench A (Fig. 151, section AB) where a 
construction trench DA 274 for wall AG was 
identified. This appears to have been sealed by a 
stone floor DA 85 which is presumably the same 
surface as DA 84 in Room 11/12. It was likewise 
covered with burnt occupation material DA 47 (= 
DA 46). 

ROOM 14 
This room was only observed during the watching 
brief where a sequence of internal floor levels I m 
thick was recorded. They comprised thick rubble 
make-up for a hard mortar floor which was covered 
with gravel and a thin layer of burnt ?occupation 
material. 

External Areas 
South-east of the building was a metalled alley or 
courtyard which directly overlay the demolished 
timber buildings and appears to have extended from 
street C as far as the rear of the Phase A building. 
Beyond this was a series of make-up dumps DA 113, 
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112. The earliest surface DA 143 was composed of 
stone fragments and was resurfaced with similar 
materials DA 136, 129, I 0 I, 135, when it was 
extended south-westwards. This event is presumably 
contemporary with the construction of the phase 8 
building. The surface was in turn remetalled (DA 
122) before being relaid with gravel DA 123, 100, 
118, 133. The latter was covered with a thick band of 
stony earth DA 124 before a final layer of gravel DA 
131 was laid in the area towards the main street. 
Around the entrance in the south-east wall of the 
building was a heavy surface paved with large flags 
and stones DA 3 I, I I 0, the north-east side 
immediately outside the door being retained by a 
kerb formed from a reused monolithic stone column, 
1.54m long. 

Resting upon the latest surface to the south-west 
of the entrance, and in a line parallel with the 
south-east wall of the building, were five pieces of 
sculpture comprising a decapitated eagle carved in 
the round (Henig 1993a, no. 166, where it is 
suggested that the piece originally accompanied an 
image of Jupiter); three small altars in varying 
states of fragmentation, of which one was inscribed 
with a dedication to Mercury and the Mothers 
(Wright and Hassall 1973, 324), and the base of a 
small column (shaft diameter 0.31 m) which had 
been split vertically removing much of the 
mouldings (Fig. 154). 

The metalling continued beyond the excavation, 
and the subsequent watching brief could not locate 
its south-eastern limit due to later disturbance, 
although a column base and drum were recovered. 

Dating Evidence 

Room I 
DA 43 Coins: Honorius, CK 570, 395-402; Honorius, CK 174, 
395-402; Theodosius I, CK 163, 388-95; H. ofTheodosius, CK 796, 
388-402; Valentinian 11, CK 562, 388-92; Gratian, CK 731 , 367-78; 
illeg. third-fourth century; Allectus, RIC 24; barb. radiate, rev. illeg., 
270-90. Coarseware: shell-tempered storage jar; Oxford 
colour-coated Young C77, c.340-400+; Nene Valley colour-coated 
dish and jar. Later Finds: ?medieval jar. 

Room 2 
DA 34 Coins: Gallienus, RIC 214, 260-8; ?late third-century 
flattened coin. Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated ware, ?as Young 
CIOO, c.300-400+; BBI conical flanged bowl; BBI cooking-pot, 
obtuse-angled lattice. 
DA 52 Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated beaker and jar; BBI 
conical flanged bowl (x2); BB I cooking-pots, obtuse-angled lattice. 

Room 4 (After Rebuild) 
DA 51 Coins: Constantine 11, HK 63, 330-45; illleg. third-fourth 
century. Coarseware: BB I conical flanged bowl ; Oxford parchment 
ware jar. 
DA 39 Coarseware: Nene Valley colour-coated ?flagon; Oxford 
colour-coated scale beaker; BB I conical flanged bowl (x2). 
DA 35 Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated beaker; Alice Holt jar 
with band of combed scroll. 

Room 5 
DA 44 Coins: H. of Constantine, CK 25, 350-60; corroded issue, 
probably silver, 355-400 or late second century; illeg. third-fourth 
century. Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated ware, probably as Young 
C46.3, c.340-400+. Later Finds: sherd of?medieval pottery. 

Room6 
DA 42 (construction trench wall Q) Coarseware: ?imported 
colour-coated beaker or flagon. 

Room 7/9 
DA 75 Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated flagon ; BBI cooking-pot 
as Gillam 145/6. 

154. Sculptures lying in situ immediately outside Shop V .6 (wall Y is in the foreground) . The altar dedicated to Mercury 
and the Mothers is far right; the sculptured eagle second from right. One metre scale 



226 CIRENCESTER EXCAVATIONS V 

DA 65 Coarseware: BB! cooking-pot as Gillam 145. 
DA 56 Coin: illeg. third-fourth century. Coarseware: BB! 
cooking-pots, obtuse-angled lattice. 
DA 53 Coarseware: BB! cooking-pot, obtuse-angled lattice. 
DA 20 Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated as Young C78, 
c.340-400+; Oxford colour-coated mortarium; BB! conical flanged 
bowl. 
DA 46: BB! grooved flat rimmed-bowl. 

RoomS 
DA 41 (construction trench wall Q) Later Finds: two medieval 
sherds. 

Room 10 
DA 50 Coarseware: BB! cooking-pot, obtuse-angled lattice. 

Rooms 11/12/13 
DA 46 = 47 Coin: Hadrian, RIC 915, 117-38. Coarseware: BB! 
grooved flat-rimmed bowl; BB! cooking-pot as Gillam 147/8. 

External Deposits 
DA 113 Coarseware: Lezoux-type 'Rhenish ware' indented beaker; 
Nene Valley barbotine decorated colour-coated 'hunt cup'; BB! 
plain-rimmed dish, intersecting-arc decoration (x4); BB! 
cooking-pot rims, as Gillam 145. 
DA 112 Coarseware: Lezoux-type 'Rhenish ware' conical beaker; 
pentiee-moulded rouletted beaker with brown slip; BBI grooved 
flat-rimmed bowl; BB I cooking-pots, obtuse-angled lattice. 
DA 101 Coarseware: BB! conical flanged bowl. 

If, as seems likely, the external make-up dumps can 
be associated with the stone building, then the 
pottery contained within DA 113 and 112 would be 
consistent with construction and occupation from the 
earlier third century. If the coin contained within DA 
51 in Room 4 was firmly sealed within the matrix of 
the floor, rather than being a later loss which has 
been trampled in, then this provides a terminus post 
quem of 330 for the construction of the phase C 
building. The coins and pottery apparently sealed 
within the latest floors in Rooms 5 and 7/9 are 
consistent with occupation into the second half of the 
fourth century. The later material recovered from the 
final floor in Room 1 is discussed below. 

PERIOD 4: OCCUPATION AFTER THE 
j)EMOLITION OF SHOP V.6 (late fourth to 
?early fifth century) (Fig. 155) 

Walls K, J, AG and C were demolished to the top of 
their foundations and a spread of compacted gravel 
DA 33 containing a number. of burnt box-tiles laid 
~ealing the underlying floor and occupation levels. 
The deposit overlay parts of Rooms 9-13, with the 
gravel occupying the south-western part of Room 9 
and the northern area being covered with loam and 
rubble DA 45.· containing broken limestone roof 
. slates (a similar deposit, possibly forming a crude 
surface was also found in Room 5; DA 23). Wall D, 
0.6m wide and composed of one course of large 
. ·unmortared stones, was built on the gravel. Another 
·possible wall which might be associated with this 
·phase was represented by a line of four facing-stones 
which ran south-eastwards from the extant stub of 
wall K in the area of Room 8. 

The gravel most probably represents a surface 
associated with a building which was constructed 
following the demolition of the south-western end of 

the existing stone building. The two pieces of 
unmortared walling might have supported a largely 
timber-framed superstructure of which little other 
trace survived. The gravel was directly overlaid by a 
deposit of dark humic earth DA 13, 19 which was cut 
by a stone-packed post-pit DA 36, 0.95m across, dug 
against the inner face of the north-western wall of the 
earlier building. 

A number of pits cut through the uppermost levels 
of the demolished building. Some of these were 
clearly medieval, but others contained only late 
Roman refuse including pottery and animal bones: 
Pit 14 ( 40); Pit 11 (29, 22) Pit 8 (15), Pit 1 (17) and 
Pit 3 (21, 61, 54). The latter produced a fragment 
from the arm and elbow of a life-sized statue (Henig 
1993a, no. 150). All of the late Roman pits lay to the 
rear of the putative timber-framed building and are 
therefore probably associated with its use. Only 
clearly medieval pits actually cut through the area of 
the structure itself. The pits were sealed by dark earth 
DA 10, 11, 14 which was largely removed by 
machine, although hand excavation occurred of 
deposits overlying Rooms 1-3. 

Dating Evidence 

Demolition of Shop V.6 
DA 37/32 (Room I) Coins: Theodosius I, CK 565, 388-95; 
Valentinian 11, CK 390, 388-92; H. ofTheodosius, CK I 62, 388-402; 
Valens, as CK 995, 364-78 Valens, CK 520, 364-78; Valentinian I, 
CK 31 I, 364-75; Carausius, 286-93; Claudius 11, RIC 261, 270. 
Coarseware: shell-tempered ware. 

Timber Building 
DA 33 Coin: illeg. third-fourth century. Coarseware: Oxford 
colour-coated beaker; BB I flanged dish (x2). 
DA 45 Coin: Constantius 11, HK 130, 335-41. Coarseware: Oxford 
colour-coated as Young CS!, c.240-400+. Later Finds: sherd 
medieval pottery. 
DA 23 Coins: H. of Theodosius, CK 162, 388-402; Crispus, RIC 7 
Lon 275, 320-4. 

Pits 
Pit 14 (DA 40) Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated beaker. 
Pit 8 (DA 15) Coin: H. of Constantine, CK 25, 350-60. Coarseware: 
Oxford colour-coated Young C75, c.325-400+; Oxford colour-coated 
pentice-moulded beaker; ?Nene Valley colour-coated 
pentice-moulded beaker; New Forest colour-coated beaker. 
Pit 11 (DA 22, 29) Coins: Arcadius, CK 164, 388-402; ?Theodosius 
I, CK 568, 388-95; Gratian, CK 503, 367-75; Valentinian I, CK 525, 
364-75; H. ofConstantine, CK 25, 350-60; Constantius 11, CK 256, 
350-60; Constans, HK 270, 345-8; Constantinopolis, HK 86, 330-41; 
Constantius 11, RIC 7 Trier 506, 324-30; Aurelian, RIC 368, 273-5; 
?Claudius 11, 268-70; Postumus, RIC 54, 260-8; Gallienus, 260-8; 
radiate, 260-70; illeg. fourth century (x2). Coarseware: 
shell-tempered storage jars; Oxford colour-coated Young C79, 
c.340-400+; Nene Valley colour-coated dish. 
Pit I (DA 17) Coins: Valens, as CK 480, 364-78; barb. radiate, rev . 
?Pax, 270-90. Coarseware: shell-tempered storage jar; Oxford 
colour-coated Xoung C52, c.350-400+. 
Pit 3 (DA 21, 61, 54) Coins: Valentinian I, CK 330, 364-75; H. of 
Constantine, CK 25, 350-60; barb. radiate, rev. Spes, 270c90 . 
Coarseware: shell-tempered storage jars (x3); Nene Valley 
colour-coated jar and plain-rimmed dish. 
Pit 2 (DA 18) Coins: ?Valentinian 11, CK 145, 388-92; H. of 
Valentinian, CK 311, 364-15; H. ofConstantine, CK 25, 350-60 (x3); 
Carausius, RIC 822, 286-93. Coarseware: shell-temper~d jars (x2); 
Oxford colour-coated Young C79, c.340-400+; Oxforu colour-coated 
bowl with demi-rosette stamps. 
Pit 9 (DA 24) Coarseware: shell-tempered storage jars. Later Finds: 
small quantity of medieval coarse and glazed sherds. 
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Dark Earth 
DA 11 (over Room I) Coins: Gratian, CK 529, 367-75; prob. H. of 
Constantine, CK 25, 350-60. Coarseware: shell-tempered storage jar; 
Oxford colour-coated as Young C79, c.340-400+. Later Finds: 
medieval bowl and sherd of green glazed ware. 
DA 14 (over Room 2): Glass: rounded, everted-rim glass vessel, late 
fourth century+. Coarseware: shell-tempered bowl and storage jar; 
Oxford colour-coated as Young C77 and 79, c.340-400+. 
DA 10 (over Room 3) Coins: Valentinian I, CK 325, 364-75; 
Magnentius, CK 8, 350-60; Constantine I, HK 114, 337-40; 
Constantinopolis, HK 77, 330-5. Glass: bangle, ?Anglo-Saxon. 
Coarseware: shell-tempered storage jar (x2). Later Finds: two sherds 
medieval pottery. 
:!4. 13/19 (over Rooms 9-13) Coins: barb. radiate, rev. illeg., 
2?0-90; illeg. third-fourth century (x2). Coarseware: shell-tempered 
ware; Oxford colour-coated beaker or flagon. Later Finds: three 
medieval sherds. 

The gravel floor DA 33 has a terminus post quem of 
c.340 from the underlying deposit DA 20. The dark 
loam DA 13/19 overlying the floor, presumably 
occupation, through which was cut a posthole, 
produced shell-tempered ware giving a date of after 
c.360. The pits presumably associated with the 
occupation of the structure contain the latest types of 
coins and pottery found in the town. The problem is 
whether the structure should be dated to the second 
half of the fourth century, or after c.400, because 
Theodosian issues were recovered from the 
fragmentary latest floor of Room 1 (DA 43) of the 
stone building. These form a markedly later group 
than the other floor surfaces ofV.6, and are therefore 
better considered to have intruded from refuse 
spreading from the timber building and pits. Exactly 
similar issues were recovered from the overlying 
demolition rubble in this room. 

SHOP V.7 (Figs. 82, 152, 156) 

Two contiguous areas DA V, DA VI were examined 
to the north-west of Building V.6, but owing to a 
shortage of time only the very uppermost levels were 
revealed. Consequently there was little excavation of 
stratified deposits. In DA V the uppermost Roman 
deposits had been disturbed by a medieval trackway 
and possible building. Observations made during the 
construction of the flats showed that the building lay 
across the 3.5m wide silted-up ditch flanking street 
C, the foundations for wall AT cutting down through 
the ditch. The metalling of street C was over 2m 
thick. The north-west wall of the shop AQ/AP lay 
along the south-western edge of a broad silt-filled 
ditch which flanked street F, the metalling here being 
1.5m thick. 

The shop appears to have comprised a series of 
rooms running back from the frontage of street F, 
with a rear courtyard. Dating evidence suggests that 
the shop may have been at least partly demolished 
before V.6 was expanded in phase C. All excavation 
was confined to the western corner of the building, 
details of rooms in the remainder of the area being 
derived from the watching brief. A range of rooms at 
right angles to V.6 might be represented by walls AL 
(which may have been a continuation of wall AB of 
V.6) and walls AN and AO (Fig. 152). The position 
of the latter walls is only approximate (they were 
recorded by workmen) but their narrow spacing 

suggests that they might have formed a corridor. 
Apparently joining with wall AL, although 
conceivably of a different period, was wall AM 
which lay at a markedly different angle to all the 
other walls on the site. During the cutting of a sewer 
trench a wall aligned north-west to south-east was 
found, which turned to the south-west at the edge of 
street F. This extended beyond the line of wall 
AQ/AP and is either related to an earlier building or 
else another range of rooms to the north-west of 
Room 14 of V.6. There is no means of relating these 
walls to the major periods of construction identified 
in the excavation. 

All the walls of the building had been heavily 
robbed, although their remaining fabric suggested 
that at least some may have been rebuilt. Wall AX 
proved to have been crudely built and contained a 
fragment of reused column drum. A column base had 
also been reused in the foundations of the south-west 
wall AT. An entrance was found in the north-west 
wall AQ (Fig. 156). This comprised a row of six 
slabs, in total 2.85m wide, with a slot 60mm wide cut 
into them to receive a timber shutter. 

The Rooms 

ROOM 15 
The small area examined proved to have been 
heavily disturbed. 

ROOM 16 
The north-western wall of this room (AR) contained 
a probable threshold block defining a doorway from 
Room 18. Examination of a builder's trench showed 
natural gravel and clay to be covered with green silt 
beneath rubble make-up for a mortar floor. 
Excavation had showed that this floor was subsiding 
into a feature beneath the north-east side of the room. 
The ftoor was cut by four postholes PH 12-15 and 
covered with a layer of ash DA V 26 and occupation 
DA V 25, 29 into which were cut a further ten 
postholes PH 1-1 0. They were covered with a 
deposit of collapsed pale yellow wall-plaster DA V 
24 which showed evidence of burning. Final 
demolition of the building was marked by a deposit 
of fallen stone roof slates DA V 23, many lying on 
edge, beneath rubble DA V 22. 

ROOM 17 
Room 17 was separated from Room 18 by a partition 
wall (AZ) of which little trace survived, although a 
robber trench was seen in the side of a medieval pit. 
It contained fragments of a reused block and 
appeared to abut wall AQ while overriding wall AR. 
It is therefore likely to be a later addition. The room 
appeared to have a stone floor. 

ROOM 18 
The small amount of investigation in this room 
revealed a stone-built platform constructed in its 
eastern corner (not illustrated). The watching brief 
recorded a complex series of occupation deposits in 
the north-western part of the room. 
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156. Plan of building V.7 at Price's Row (Site DA) 

ROOM 19 
The latest floor in the south-western part of this room 
was of clay, upon which was a stone-lined hearth 
with a base of small flat stones. Immediately 
north-west of the hearth was an area of ash 
associated with a row of stones. The hearth was 
overlaid by demolition rubble DA VI 2. The 
remainder of the room was recorded in the watching 
brief and there may well have been cross-walls 
which escaped record. Further north-east a series of 
gravel and opus signinum floor levels was observed, 
while four or five clay floors and occupation layers 
were noted south-east of the hearth. 

The Courtyard 
The courtyard was covered with heavy slabs and lay 
at a noticeably lower level than the uppermost floors 
in Room 16. A fragmentary wall A W may have been 
a later addition as the flagged ·surface of the 
courtyard continued on both sides of it. In the corner 
formed by walls A W and A V a small storie-lined 
well was observed ·during the watching brief~·· · 

The Dark Earth 
The demolition levels were overlaid by dark earth 
or medieval features~ The fill of a modem sewer 
trench just outside the north-west wall of the 
building yielded a late Roman 'dolphin' buckle 
(Hawkes and Dunning 1961 type Ha; Fig. 195, 63): 
Another buckle (Hawkes and Durmirig 1961 type 
IV a) was recovered from the dark earth overlying 
Room 16. 

Dating Evidence 

Room 16 
DAY 25/26/27/29/31' (occupation) Coins: Tetricus 11, RIC 274, 
270-3; Tetricus 11, 270-3; radiate, 270-90; Yictorinus, 268-70; illeg. 
third-fourth century (x6). Coarseware: BB I cooking-pot as Gillam 
147, obtuse-angled lattice. 
DAY 24/28 (demo.) Coin: Gallienus, RIC 179, 260-8.' Coarseware: · 
BBJ. tlanged bowl; BBI cooking-pot, obtuse-angled lattice. 
DAY.23 (demo.) Coarseware: ?Oxford colour-coated· flagon. . 

Room 19 
DAY! 2 (demo.) Coin: barb. radi.ate, rev. lnvictus" 270-90. 
Coarseware: BB I tlanged bowl; BB I cookirig-potthns its·Gi!!am 14 7. 
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The small amount of evidence suggests demolition in 
the late third or early fourth century. If this is correct it 
indicates that the south-west range at least was 
probably demolished before the Phase C 
modifications to V.6. If so, the areas excavated ofV.7 
suggest that the important street frontage remained as 
derelict plots through to the end of the Roman period. 

DISCUSSION 

Little useful comment can be made about the earlier 
buildings until the construction of shop V.6 in stone 
in the later second or early third century, a date 
which broadly correlates with the replacement of 
shops V.1-5 in stone. As initially constructed this 
simple two-roomed building fronted onto street C, 
any evidence for an entrance in wall C having been 
destroyed. It is not known whether the metalled area 
south-east of the building was a comparatively 
narrow alley, or a broader open area. It is reasonable 
to suppose that the building served as a shop, with 
the subsequent additions in phases B and C 
providing for a marked increase in living 
accommodation. While there is some evidence for 
painted wall-plaster, there were no opus signinum 
floors such as were found in the other shops in 
insulae V and VI. The ovens and stone-lined tanks in 
Room 7/9 (Fig. 153) provide some indication of the 
function of the shop, although unfortunately exactly 
what process was being conducted is difficult to 
determine. The clay base to one of the tanks may 
indicate that it held a fluid, although no material was 
associated with the ovens to suggest their purpose. 
Equally no purpose is immediately apparent for the 
platforms in the corners of Rooms 1 and 2/4, unless 
they supported some sort of tank or vat. 

Whether shop V.6 was physically joined to V.7, or 
separated from it by a narrow alley, is unknown. 

They presumably originated as separate buildings, as 
V.7 clearly lay at right angles to V.6 and fronted onto 
street F. Building V.7 may indeed represent more 
than one strip building, Rooms 15-18 conceivably 
forming one unit, with Room 19 and the other rooms 
to the north-east forming separate but contiguous 
shops as with shops V.1-5. The entrance in Room 18 
displayed evidence for a timber shutter, a typical 
arrangement in shops, as the well-preserved 
evidence from Pompeii clearly demonstrates (Adam 
1994, 320-1 ). In Britain sills to receive timber 
shutters have been found in the vicus buildings 
outside the fort at Housesteads on Hadrian's Wall 
(Birley and Charlton 1932, 228) and at Catterick 
(Bumham and Wacher 1990, 115). 

The slight amount of evidence from V.7 suggests 
that it may have been derelict by the early fourth 
century, unlike V.6 which continued in use after 
c.340. By the end of the fourth century, however, V.6 
had been largely demolished and replaced by a 
?timber-framed structure sitting upon a compacted 
gravel spread, with rubbish pits to the rear. 
Comparable late timber structures built above the 
ruins of abandoned stone houses in Colchester have 
been discussed by Faulkner (1994, 1 07-8), while at 
Canterbury a timber and clay-walled structure was 
built over the levelled remains of a stone courtyard 
house c.340 (Blockley et al. 1995, 253-5). 
Comparison might also be drawn with the excavated 
evidence from Portchester, where groups of pits are 
taken to mark the likely locations of ephemeral 
timber buildings of which no trace survives 
(Cunliffe 1975, 77, 423). 

Finally the unusual collection of damaged 
sculpture, including fragments from the filling of 
one of the pits, is noteworthy, although the 
circumstances which led to its collection and 
deposition can only be guessed at. 

SHOPS AND HOUSES IN INSULA VI 

EXCAVATIONS DIRECTED BY A. D. McWHIRR 1974-6 

Neil Holbrook and Jane Timby 

INTRODUCTION 

As part of the Admiral's Walk excavation in St. 
Michael's Field discussed above (p. 122) the area 
south-east of public building VI.1 was examined 
(Fig. 82). Here a series of buildings (VI.3-6) were 
found, of which only the rear parts lay within the 
excavations. Buildings VI.5 and VI.6 were most 
probably shops fronting onto Ermin Street; VI.4 
could have been either a shop or one wing of a house. 
Time constraints meant that only the upper levels 

were examined (thereafter the proposed 
development was cancelled), and so there is little 
information on the use of this area in the first and 
early second centuries. 

The later levels were first excavated in 1974 using 
a different site nomenclature. A concordance where 
feasible can be found in the site archive. Where no 
new numbers were allocated in 1975 (Sites 
DHXLIL) the original context numbers are given. It 
seems highly likely that some of the finds recovered 
in 1975, from levels already partly exposed in 1974, 
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are intrusive. An interim account was published after 
the completion of the excavation (McWhirr 1978, 
74-7). 

The main periods of activity defined in this report 
are: 

Period 1 (?early second to late second century). 
Phase I of buildings VI.4 and Vl.5. Open yard with a 
well to the rear ofVI.5. 

Period 2 (later second to late third/early fourth 
century). Buildings VI.4 and VI.5 reconstructed. 
Building VI.6 built. 

Period 3 (late third/early fourth century onwards). 
All buildings demolished. New structure (VI.3) 
built, but not apparently until the very end of the 
fourth century. The rest of the area was given over to 
a yard, which contained the ephemeral traces of a 
possible early fifth-century ?timber structure. 

PERIOD 1 (?early second to late second 
century) (Figs. 86, 157) 

Building VI.4: Phase 1 
Building Vl.4 was either a strip-building (shop?) or 
one wing of a large courtyard house. It was separated 
from building VI.5 to the north-west by an alley 
containing a wooden drain. Deposits within the 
alleyway are described in Period 2. 

The building, or at least this wing of it, was of 
rectangular plan, the full length of which extended 
beyond the excavation area at both ends (it was in 
excess of 9.5m in the later period). There was only 
very limited investigation of the earliest levels 
associated with the structure in one sondage within 
Rooms 1/2, where it could be shown that there was a 
range of rooms 6m wide internally, defined by 
mortared walls 0.5m wide above a 0.1 m wide offset. 
The north-west wall survived in one place to a height 
of ten courses above the offset. 

In the small area examined, two rooms (Rooms 1 
and 2) separated by an internal partition wall DLVI 
F41 0.4m wide were identified. Fragments of a 

DL VI 
A 

timber threshold DLVI 114 survived to indicate the 
position of a doorway between the rooms. Probably 
also part of the original arrangement was cross-wall 
DL VI F 11, 0.58m wide, which bonded into the 
south-east wall DL VI F 12 but abutted the north-west 
wall DL VI F 15, where here only foundations 
survived. If this cross-wall formed the south-west 
wall of Room I the room would have been 5.25m 
long internally. In Room I a clay and charcoal-rich 
horizon DL VI 121 was overlaid by the stone 
foundation DL VI 120 for a thick opus signinum floor 
DL VI I 00 with quarter-round mouldings at the 
junction with the walls (Fig. 158, section AB; Fig. 
159). The north-west wall was covered in plaster 
which had been painted with a marbled dado DL VI 
91. This was subsequently replaced by a second layer 
of plaster painted red DL VI 92. In Room 2 the lowest 
excavated level was of clay DLVI 63, I 04 but with 
no evident floor surface. 

Shop VI.S: Phase 1 
Only the rear part of shop Vl.5 lay within the 
excavations. It comprised a rectangular structure 
7.25m wide and with an estimated length of 15m to 
the Ermin Street frontage. The shop was built with 
mortared walls about 0.55m wide which overlay 
undressed footings. The walls survived to a 
maximum height of six courses, but had generally 
been heavily robbed when the building was 
demolished in the mid-third century. 

The building was divided into two rooms (Rooms 1 
and 2) by partition walls DL VI 90, 90a, Room 2 
measuring 3.3m by 2.45m internally. Details of the 
partition walls can be restored as they were 
subsequently deliberately pushed over and were 
found in the excavation where they had fallen (see 
below) (Figs. 160-2). The walls were of substantial 
build and might conceivably be a later addition to the 
building. The south-east wall of Room 2 DL VI 90 
was 3.3m in length and composed of four individual 
panels separated by wooden posts 0.12m square. Each 
panel was 0.6m wide and approximately 0.2m thick, 
one panel being preserved to the full original height of 
2.8m. The wall was built of limestone blocks 

B 

0 3m 

------~=======-------
158. Building Vl.4, 
section AB 
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0.1-0.2m long, 50-60mm thick, with four to six 
horizontal ceramic-tile levelling courses. The tiles 
included tegulae and imbrices broken to size. The 
inner face was covered in plain white wall-plaster, but 
the face looking into Room I was bare. The 
foundations for the wall were very shallow and the 
postholes only some 0.1 m deep. It is probable that 
there was a timber wall-plate at the top of the wall, 
although no evidence for cross-members was found, 
which would have given the wall greater rigidity by 
fixing it into the roof structure. In excess of one 
hundred iron nails were recovered from a loam 
deposit DL VI 131, 136 which surrounded the wall. 
The south-west wall of Room I DL VI 90a, although 
in a much more fragmented state was of similar 
construction and had an estimated original height of 
approximately 3.1 m. A timber door-sill DLVI 144, 
1.1 m wide, defined an entrance at the southern corner 
of Room 2, with some worn stones DL VI 143 
adjacent to the door in Room I. These timber-framed 
walls are an example of opus craticium such as can 
still be seen at Pompeii and, especially, Herculaneum 
where the technique was used for internal partitions 
and for upper storeys. There, however, the walls were 
given greater rigidity by two or three horizontal beams 
which divided the partitions into almost square panels 
(Adam 1994, 122-4). 

Rooms I and 2 had patchy gravel floors DL VI 132, 
140, 141 which were covered in a burnt loam DLVI 
137-9, apart from the doorway area suggesting this 
was in use while the material was accumulating. 

The building most probably had an open yard to 
the rear, probably containing a well (unless this is an 

159. Building Vl.4, Room I, 
opus signinum floor with 
quarter-round moulding. 
Scales in metres 

earlier feature). The latter was recognised in the 
robber trench of a later wall DL VI F 44 but was not 
investigated further. North-west of the shop was 
another yard area which also contained a well DHXL 
F60 (not illustrated). This was found beneath Room 
2 of later shop Vl.6 where it had been clay-capped 
(DHXL 187). A stone surface DHXL 212 in which 
was set a single posthole DHXL F44, and which was 
covered by gritty deposits DHXL 203, 205 was 
found beneath the floor of Vl.6 and may be 
associated with this period. 

Dating Evidence 

Building Vl.4 

PHASE I OCCUPATION 
OLY1 63 Coarseware: BB! cooking-pot. 

Shop VI.S 

PHASE I CONSTRUCTION 
No evidence. 

PHASE I OCCUPATION 
OLY11 38 Coin: Oomitian?, rev. illeg., 81-96. 
OLYI 139 Samian: Or 31 , CG, Antonine. Coarseware: BB! 
plain-rimmed dish; BB! fl at-rimmed bowl, intersecting-arc 
decoration; South-West white-slipped mortarium. 

Deposits Beneath Vl.6 
OHXL F60: 221 Samian: Or 31 , CG, Antonine; Or 33 , CG, Hadrianic 
or early Antonine. Coarseware: BB I plain-rimmed dish with 
intersecting-arc decoration. 
OHXL 187 Coarseware: ?third century. 
OHXL 203 Samian: Or 18/31-31 (x 2}, CG, Hadrianic or early 
Antonine. 
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160. Plan of the collapsed walls of Room 2 in building Vl.S 
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161. Collapsed south-east wall of Room 2 in building Yl.5, looking north-west. 2m scale 

162 . Detail of the panels of the collapsed south-east wall of 
Room 2 in building Yl.5. Half metre scale 


