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29 7 2 12 or 14 7 

32b I as 11 19 2 

44b 2 13 2 26 I 

96 I 15 33 3 

150c 2 16 36 2 

152 21 38 

156 31 4 54 2 

167 61 60 I 

168a 62 62 3 

168b barbarous radiate 72 I 

172a Gallienus (sole reign) 74 2 

174 RIC 163 2 81 

185 164 5 90 2 

as 105 166 92 

Otacilia St:vera 171a 94 

RIC 125c 180 4 98 2 

141 181 2 99 I 

uncertain AE 186 103 

Philip 11 198 104 4 

RIC 268c 209 I 107 3 

Trajan Decius 210 2 Ill 

RIC 12b 220 145 I 

116 227 168 3 

Etruscilla 229 2 172 

RIC 58b I 230 2 191 2 

136b 2 242 I 252 

136c 245 6 289 I 

Trebonianus Gallus 249 6 uncertain radiate 20 

RIC 32 251 Quintillus 

69 270 RIC 7 

100 280 2 19 

116c 283 2 26 

121a 287 I 31 

125 314 36 

uncertain radiate 317 Postumus 

Volusian 321 RIC 54 3 

RIC 141 I 325 57 

167 3 326 67 

253 330 85 

Valerian 458 as 86 

RIC 12 as 478 107 

13 500 180 

117 501 5 208 I 

127 508a 289 3 

266 511b 293 

286 602 309 I 

Gallienus Uoint reign) 609 315 4 

RIC 17 668 316 3 

18 BMC 2220 I 318 I 

23 uncertain radiate 5 as 318 I 

40 uncertain Greek 323 3 

44 Valerian 11 325 

99 RIC3 326 

Salonina Saloninus 329 

RIC4 RIC 13 330 

5 2 Claudius 11 339 

5a RIC 12 372 2 
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377 uncertain radiate 47 Carus 
381 Tetricus 11 RIC 12 

388 RIC 224 3 13 

uncertain radiate 5 225 3 29 2 

Victorinus 229 I Carinus 
RIC 51 3 232 I uncertain Greek 

55 as 238 2 Carausius 
58 3 242 RIC3 

59 4 244 11 

73 as 248 8 15 

75 259 3 30 1 

83 as 260 1 34 2 

122 12 as 264 3 36 

127 265 42 

uncertain radiate 10 266 58 

Victorinus barbarous 3 267 2 78 

Tetricus I 268 2 103 

RIC 52 as 271 9 110 4 

as 56 I 273 4 136 

57 5 uncertain radiate 11 143 

63 2 Tetricus I or 11 94 154 

as 66 Aurelian 155 

69 RIC61 156 

70 119 162 

75 2 128 165 

as 75 2 140 258 

76 6 244 3 275 

77 2 253 287 3 

as 82 Tacitus 303 4 

as 85 RIC 30 400 

86 10 63 465 

as 86 3 65 470 1 

89 82 475 5 

as 94 92 478 2 

as 98 97 479 

as 100 19 Florian 499 

101 10 RIC 7 502 

102 6 40 507 

as 109 2 Probus 513 

113 I RIC 17 2 663 

114 2 31 754 

as 115 44 755 

117 104 784 

118 116 807 

121 2 119 2 823 4 

as 121 7 121 2 855 

122 3 150 860 

124 2 169 869 

as 130 8 200 879 19 

133 I 214 882 2 

as 133 4 346 894 I 

135 2 481 895 3 

as 139 2 498 901 2 

141 4 661 920 

145 4 790 952 

147 5 911 956 
as 147 2 964 
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983 2 RIC VI Ro 94b RIC VI Lon 227 2 

1020 RIC VI Tic 45b I · RIC VI Lon 279 2 

1026 1 RIC VI Tic 55b 2 RIC VI Lon 282 2 

uncertain radiate 17 RIC VI Aq 22b 2 RICVI Lyons 124 

unique AV uncertain folies 3 RIC VI Lyons 213/4 

Allectus Severus Il RIC VI Lyons 252/86 I 

RIC 22. 6 RIC VI Aq 70a RIC VI Lyons 308 5 

34 Constantius I RIC VI Tr 703b 

35 2 RIC VI Lyons 55 RIC VI Tr 772a 

36 I RIC VI Lyons I86a RIC VI Tr 781 

45 RIC VI Lyons I87a RIC VI Tr 782 

49 RIC VI Tr 213a RIC VI Tr859 I 

69 RIC VI Tr 214a RIC VI Tr870 3 

76 RIC VI Tr 598a RIC VI Tr873 10 

79 4 RIC VI Tr789 RIC VI Tr 874 

91 RIC VI Ro 14a RIC VI Tr 890 I 

105 2 RIC VI Ro 112a I RIC VI Tr ~93 2 

108 3 . as RIC VI Tr 148 I RIC VI Tr899 3 

117 2 as RIC VI Tr 195 2 RIC VI Ro 350a 

125 I Maximinus Il RIC VI Ost 89 

126 3 RIC VI Lon 90 I RIC VI Ost 96 

128 13 RIC VI Lon 209b 2 RIC VI Tic 128 

uncertain radiate 4 Maxentius as RIC VI Tr 866/7 I 

Diocletian RIC VI Ro 202a RIC VII Lon 5 3 

RIC VI Lon 6a 2 RIC VI Ro 210 RIC VII Lon 13 2 

RIC VI Lon 81 RIC VI Tic 91 RIC VII Lon 53 

· RIC VI Lyons 53 RIC VI Ant 91 2 RIC VII Lon 88 

RIC VI Lyons I 13a Licinius I RIC VII Lon 89 

as RIC VI Tr 139a RIC VI Lon 209c 3 RICVII Lon 88/89 

RIC VI Tr 152 . RIC VI Lon 249 RIC VII Lon 91 

RIC VI Tr 154/5a RIC VI Ar24 RIC VII Lon 93 2 

RIC VI Tr 170a/8a RIC VI Tr 845b RIC VII Lon 94 

. RIC VI Tr 468a RIC VI Cyz I 05a RIC VII Lon 110 

.. RIC VI Tr 516a as RIC VI Tr 845b · RIC VII Lyons 7 

RIC VI Tr 582a RIC VII Lon 3 . RIC VII Lyons 16 

RIC VI Tr as 676a RIC VII Lon 79· I RIC VII Lyons 20 2 

RIC VI Ar 109 RIC VII Tr 120 3 RIC VII Tr46 

RIC VI Ro47 RIC VII Tr 212 RIC VII Tr 83 

RIC VI Tic 33a I RIC VII Tic 9 RIC VII Tr 98/99 

RIC VI Sis 85 2 RIC VII Ro 29 2 RIC VII Tr 101 

RIC VI Her 17a/19a RIC VII Ro 42 RIC VII Tr 102 

·RIC VI Cyz 15 RIC VII Cyz4 RIC VII Tr I 04 

uncertain folies RIC VII Tr 267 I RIC VII Tr 105 2 

Maximianus I RIC VII Ar 240 2 RIC VII Tr 157 

RIC VI Lon 23b/25 RIC VII Cyz 18 RIC VII Ar 21 

RIC VI Lon 34 RIC VII Ant 35 RIC VII Ar44 

RIC VI Lon 52b Licinius II RIC VII Ar 80 2 

RIC VI Lon 85 RIC VII Tr 264 RIC VII Ar 145 

RIC VI Lyons 39b I RIC VII Ro 235 . RIC VII Ro 18 

RIC VI Lyons 54b 2 RICVII Sis 132 RIC VII Ro 19 

RIC VI Lyons 90 RIC VII Nic 49 RIC VII Ro 33 

RIC VI Lyons 161b Constantine I RIC VII Ro 110 

RIC VI Lyons 253 RIC VI Lon 108 RIC VII Ro Ill 

RIC VI Trier 280b RIC VI Lon 125 RIC VII Sis 3 I 

RIC VI Trier 508b RIC VI Lon 155 . I RIC VII Lon 156 2 

RIC VI Trier 530b RIC VI Lon 203 I RIC VII Lon 181 

RIC VI Trier 545 RIC VI Lon 222 2 RIC VII Lon 190 
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RIC VII Lon 191 RIC VII Sis 166 Constantine 11 
RIC VII Lon 255 RIC VII Sis 168 RIC VII Lon 197 I 
RIC VII Lon 259 RIC VII Sis 180 2 RIC VII Lon 198 I 
RIC VII Lon 285 I RIC VII Thess 31 RIC VII Lon 284 2 
RIC VII Lon 290 2 RIC VII Thess 123 RIC VII Lon 287 4 
RIC VII Lon 293 I RIC VII Thess 153 I RIC VII Lon 292 I 

RIC VII Lyons 79 3 uncertain 22 RIC VII Lyons 221 
RIC VII Lyons 115 HK 72 2 RIC VII Tr 277 I 
RIC VII Lyons 131 HK 192 RIC VII Tr 353 3 
RIC VII Lyons 148 HK 197 RIC VII Tr 380 
RIC VII Lyons 199 I HK 245 2 RIC VII Tr 441 4 
RIC VII Lyons 205 2 HK352 7 RIC VII Tr 453 
RIC VII Lyons 214 3 HK367 RIC VII Tr 454 4 
RIC VII Lyons 222 HK 373 2 RIC VII Tr 455 I 
RIC VII Lyons 225 HK384 RIC VII Ro 282 2 
RIC VII Lyons 234 HK 531 as RIC VII Tr 303 2 

RIC VII Tr 208a HK656 I HK 115 
RIC VII Tr 213 3 HK 742 2 HK 193 3 
RIC VII Tr 216 2 HK 866 HK213 2 
RIC VII Tr 219 HK 1025 HK232 5 
RIC VII Tr 225 HK 1041 HK233 2 
RIC VII Tr 227 HK 1057 HK358 I 
RIC VII Tr 240 I HK I 132 HK379 2 
RIC VII Tr 266 2 Fausta HK392 
RIC VII Tr 305 5 RIC VII Lyons 235 HK416 
RIC VII Tr 334 I Crisp us HK 549 
RIC VII Tr 343 2 RIC VII Lon 142 HK651 2 
RIC VII Tr 355 RIC VII Lon 194 HK 686a 
RIC VII Tr 369 RIC VII Lon 229 HK 743 I 
RIC VII Tr 370 RIC VII Lon 247 HK 748 3 
RIC VII Tr 390 RIC VII Lon 250 5 HK836 
RIC VII Tr 409 RIC VII Lon 273 HK 841 
RICVIITr412 RIC VII Lon 274 HK 1276-8 

RIC VII Tr 429/35 RIC VII Lon 291 I HK 1357 
RIC VII Tr 485 RIC VII Lon 295 3 Constans 
RIC VII Tr 487 RIC VII Lyons 95 HK 84 2 
RIC VII Tr 489 I RIC VII Lyons I 04 I HK 102-3 
RIC VII Tr 504 2 RIC VII Lyons 132 2 HK 117 4 
RIC VII Tr 505 I RIC VII Lyons 139 HK 134 3 
RIC VII Tr 509 2 RIC VII Lyons 202 HK 143a 
RIC VII Ar 233 I RIC VII Tr 261 HK 144 I 
RIC VII Ar 252 2 RIC VII Tr 269 HK 148/50 16 
RIC VII Ar 256 RIC VII Tr 270 HK244 I 
RIC VII Ar 257 RIC VII Tr 309 I HK 381 2 
RIC VII Ar 286 2 RIC VII Tr 320 5 HK 456/7 I 
RIC VII Ar 309 RIC VII Tr 347 2 HK 459/63 5 
RIC VII Ar 321 I RIC VII Tr 348 HK460 
RIC VII Ro 232 4 RIC VII Tr 379 HK 553 
RIC VII Ro 281 I RIC VII Tr 394 2 HK 599 
RIC VII Tic 122 I RIC VII Tr 406 I HK 615 
RIC VII Tic 140 3 RIC VII Tr 451 2 HK638 2 
RIC VII Tic 143 RIC VII Tr 477 HK642 
RIC VII Tic 166 RIC VII Ar 259 HK 646 
RIC VII Tic 172 RIC VII Aq 43 HK672 

RIC VII Aq 85 RIC VII Sis 113 HK692 
RIC VII Sis 59 RIC VII Sis 161 HK 704 
RIC VII Sis 60 HK 757 
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HK786/7 CK407 Magnentius 
HK 791 . CK423 1 CK2 

HK 793 CK456 2 CK5 4 

HK 795 CK606 CK 10 

HK860 CK670 CK-13 4 

HK 86011 CK674 CK 15 3 

CK30a 3 as CK 1218 CK 17 

CK39 4 CK 1222/8 CK48 2 

CK 188 as CK 1646 CK 50 4 

CK 194 2 CK 1675 CK 53 4 

CK413 CK 1900 CK 54 2 

CK888 2 CK 1905 CK56 1 

Delmatius CK 2490/2 ·CK60 2 

HK91 Urbs Roma CK66 6 

HK 402/2a 4 HK 85 9 CK211 6 

Helena HK 195 1 CK217 2 

HK616 1 HK205 5 CK227 1 

Pax Publica 28 HK 224 or 184 3 CK 233. 3 

copy of Pax Publica 2 HK355 Decentius 

Gall us- HK365 CK9 1 

CK 73 2 HK371 CK57 2 

Constantius 11 HK376 CK218 

RIC VII Sis 217 HK396 c·K 222 

RIC VII Cyz 27 HK540 CK239 2 

HK 74 HK556 2 victories 3 

HK 137 3 HK654 1 Magnentius/Decentius 
HK 143 1 HK838 2 2 victories 10 

HK 151/2 3 HK941 Ju1ian 
HK 182/3 2 HK 1120 Coh.62 .. 146 2 

HK 188/9 HK 1359 Coh.62.148 

HK 199 4 Constantinopolis as Coh.50.59 

HK252 HK 196 3 Coh.61.140 I 

HK256 3 HK206 Coh.62.148 3 

HK273 I as HK 221 Coh.62.154 

HK364 2 HK361 I CK263 1 

HK375 HK356 5 CK2499 1 

HK385 HK372 2 · Spes _Reipublicae 6 

HK393 HK383 Jovian 
HK407 HK390 Coh. 79.33 

HK412 HK397 2 Valentinian I. 
HK420 HK 547 3 'RIC IX Lyons 6 
HK428 HK 576 CK 79 

HK 434/5 2 HK 746 2 CK284 
HK455 3 HK 1233/4 CK286 
HK671 HK 1249/50 CK287 1 
HK 676 I House ofConstantine CK290 1 
HK 744 2 URICP hybrid 3 CK313 2 
HK 785 HK 87-91 3 CK321 4 
HK 790 HK 92-97;107/8 2 CK324 2 
HK 792 HK 145-50 2 CK338 4 
HK 837 · Aetema Pietas CK471 I 

as HK 1064 · ·Quadriga 5 CK'477 3 
HK 1358 I · 2 victories 122 CK490 7 

CK28 2 copy of 2 victories 3 CK496 
copy ofCK 28 2 FTR- Hut 2 CK 512 5 

CK 75 FTR - Phoenix/pyre 5 CK 515 I 
CK201 FTR - Phoenix/globe 7 CK 518 9 
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CK 521/2 2 CK 999 1 House ofValentinian 
CK 706 CK 1018 3 CK 479/80 2 

CK 961 CK 1021 3 CK532/4 2 

CK 965 CK 1029 Eugenius 
CK 967 CK 1031 RIC IX Tr 106d 

CK 975 CK 1033 Theodosius 
CK 988 CK 1036 3 CK547 
CK 990 CK 1278 CK 780 2 
CK 996 CK 1285 I CK 1965 
CK 998 I CK 1393/4 3 CK 2181 

CK 1011 6 CK 1423a I CK 2370 
CK 1014 4 CK 1427 3 RIC IX Tr94a 1 
CK 1017 2 Gloria Romanorum 19 CK 166/9 4 
CK 1020 2 Gratian CK 807-11 
CK 1026 RIC IX Tr 27 2 CK 1859 
CK 1028 RIC IX Tr45b CK 1865 
CK 1331 RIC IX Tr46b CK 1874 

CK 1408-10 4 RIC IX Tr 55a CK 2186 
CK 1418-20 8 RIC IX Tr64a CK 2571 

CK 1424 I CK308 3 Magnus Maximus 
CK 1424-6 6 CK 308110 RIC IX Aq 54a 

CK 1430 CK314 CK379 2 
CK 1485/6 CK316 I Flavius Victor 

CKI921 CK318 3 CK 158 2 
CK 2862 CK337 CK 1104 2 

Gloria Romanorum 12 CK 341 as CK 158 5 

Valens CK343 MaximusNictor 
CK 110 CK353 2 Spes Romanorum 7 
CK 278 2 CK357 I Arcadius 
CK 289 2 CK367 2 CK 794 I 
CK292 2 CK 536 4 CK 1088 2 
CK309 3 CK 538 CK 1101 
CK315 3 CK 720 I CK 2735 
CK322 10 CK 1013 2 CK 173 
CK340 6 CK 1016 CK 1112 9 
CK352 CK 1421 4 CK 1990 
CK363 CK 1422 3 CK 2423 
CK486 CK 1423 2 CK2572 
CK495 2 Gloria Romanorum 4 Honorius 
CK507 3 CK 150 1 RIC IX Mil 35c 3 
CK510 4 CK 376 I RIC IX Mil26 
CK530 21 CK377 4 RIC IX Mil32 
CK 532 36 CK 1064 CK809 
CK537 3 Valentinian 11 CK 829/30 
CK 539 2 RIC IX Tr 30/49 CK 2783/4 
CK542 CK 541 

House ofTheodosius 
CK 703 CK 1049/50 as CK 763-6 
CK 705 2 CK 549 as CK 2764 
CK 707 I CK 2556 2 as CK 1109-13 9 
CK 719 CK 2681 as CK 1856-60 
CK 970 I RIC IX Tr 90a 2 

CK 976 3 CK 165/8 2 

CK 977 CK389 6 
CK 985 CK2183 
CK 997 Salus Reipublicae 14 
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THE HOARDS 
by Richard· Reece 

Eight hoards, discovered at different times in the 
excavations have been .listed separately for two 
reasons, one theoretical and one practical. They have 
been kept separate from the general site finds 
because, if included in the general totals, they would 
bias the lists in very obvious ways. For instance, the 
St. Michael's Hoard of 22 silver coins contained 
eleven republican denarii, while the catalogue .of 
excavated single finds shows that only one heavily 
worn d(marius of the Republic was found in all the 
general deposits. To include the hoard with the site 
finds would therefore falsify the picture by a factor 
of more than ten. While every effort has been made 
to follow this policy of strict separation it must 
remain a possibility that some small bronze hoards 
of the fourth century were hidden or lost in 
superficial deposits which were later disturbed by · 
modern building activity or gardening. These would 
have been excavated as a number of single coins 
scattered over several trenches and could never have 
been recognized as small hoards. But we . are 
beginning to understand more about the nature. of 
coins fourid in hoards, and the publication of the full 
catalogue of coins found will enable further and 
more detailed work on the subject to go forward. 
One group of coins which has passed through this 
barrier is the hoard from the insula V shops (Hoard 
9), which will be considered further below. 

The practical reason for printing the hoards 
separately is the 'fact that while coins from different 
sites will almost always be spread through the 400 
years of Roman Britain, and therefore spread fairly 
evenly throughout the tables, hoards of their very 
nature concentrate in short periods of issue. If'the 
format used for the site groups had been followed 
this would have resulted in six further columns 
which would have been for the most part empty. 

In chronological order the hoards are: 

1. ST. MICHAEL'S FIELD (p. 127; DQ 158, a 
levelled daub wall). First published in Carson and 
Burnett 1979. 

Total 22 coins: 
11 Republican . Crawford 218, 270, 342/Sb, 

1 Vitellius 
7 Vespasian 
1 Titus 
2 Domitian 

357/1b, 372/2, 403, 417/la, 450/2, 
488, 540/2, 543. 
RIC 20. 
RIC 10(2), 15,as27,37, 113, 131a. 
RIC (Vespasian) 176. 
RIC 17, 177. 

The latest coin (RIC 177) was struck in A.D. 93-4 
and this must therefore be the earliest possible date 
at which the hoard reached the deposit in which it 
was found. The absence of coins struck between 32 
B.C. and A.D. 69 will give fair warning that a 
complete date sequence is not to be expected in any 
hoard. This, in turn, will warn that the less common 
coins of Nerva (96 to 98) may be missing purely by 

chance, together with the earliest coins of Trajan. 
But it would be surprising if the hoard had been 
buried after 103 without any coins of Trajan, which 
were quite common. 

2. 17 THE A VENUE: HOARD D (context CHX 1) 

Total I 0 coins. 
3 Gallienus 
2 Claudius 11 

RIC 177, 233, 330 but obverse 8. 
RIC 66, 105. 

1 Quintillus RIC 52. 
2 Victorious 
2 Tetricus I 

RIC 114, 118. 
RIC 75, 100. 

The hoard consisted of ten radiate coins in 
reasonable condition. As a list 'they end with 
Tetricus I (270-3) and form a Close group of radiate 
coins of the lowest possible silver content. The 
dating problem here is that the next official coins to 
be minted were the reformed coins of Aurelian 
(c.273), much better in weight and fineness. The end 
of this hoard may therefore be determined by the 
change in denomination. If this is so, there is the 
strong possibility that this type of· hoard is the 
equivalent of a modern British purse of pre-decimal 
(1972) coinage, the old pennies· and halfpennies, 
which were never thrown away,.or handed in, but 
will probably still be available for .children to play 
with after A.D. 2000. The coins might have been 
buried any time between 273 and· 320, but the 
absence of unofficial barbarous radiates suggests a 
date earlier rather than later in the bracket. 

3. INSULA V (p. 207; AFI Pit 3, a pit). 

Total 166 coins. 
1 Claudius IT 
6 Tetricus I 

2 Tacitus 
2 

6 Barbarous Radiates 

4 Constantine I 

Constantine 11 
Theodora 

4 Constantius II 
22 l.Jrbs Roma 

2 Populus Romanus 
22 Constantinopolis 

12 House ofConstantine 

11 Overstrikes or copies 

68 3rd-4th Century 
2 4th Century 

. RIC 171. 
copy !15 RI C 121 , reverses 
uncertain (5). 
RIC 45 (2). 

. Carausius Reverses 
uncertain (2). 

· Reverse!l as Fides (1 ), as 
Pax (1 ), as Sal us ( 1 ), 

. reverses uncertain (3). 
RIC 7 Trier 435 (2); HK 
87,78-80. 
HK as 88. 

'HK as 105. 
HK copy as 50, as 89 (3). 
HK 51 (2), copies as 51 
(2), 190, mint-marks 
uncertain (17). 
HK 106Q (2). 
HK 52, ropies as 52 (5), 59 
(2), 185 or 225 (2), mint
marks uncertain ( 15). 
HK as 48 (6), copy as 48, 
as 87 (2); copies as 87 
(2), .as 222. 
Gloria . . Exercitus 2 
standards (5), 1 standard (6). 

:Otherwise illegible (68). 
Otherwise illegible (2). 
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This hoard has a fairly standard composition 
challenged only by the unexpected coins of Tacitus. 
As site-finds these two would be unusual, so 
perhaps they are more at home as relics in a later 
hoard. The other radiates are very much the debris 
of the 270s surviving into the middle of the fourth 
century. 

The coins of the House of Constantine are 
numerous but the Two Victories issue of 345 to 348 
is absent, and there are no signs of Fallen Horseman 
(Fe! Temp) copies of 350 to 360. With the redating 
(in RIC 8) of the Populus Romanus issue to 330 
there is no regular coin in this group which need be 
dated after 337, yet there are many copies of the 
House of Constantine and a number of coins in worn 
or corroded condition. For the moment the unusual 
aspects of the hoard may be noted and a general date 
of 340 to 350 suggested for deposition. 

4. VERULAMIUM GATE 
(p. 39; AA IV 11, silt sealing the pier of the bridge 
outside the gate). 

Tota1477 coins. 
The coins in this hoard were all struck between 330 
and 348 and they can therefore all be catalogued by 
reference to Late Roman Bronze Coinage part I (HK 
1960). At this period the coinage of the different 
princes is virtually identical and the salient points are 
therefore the date of the coin and the mint from 
which it comes. This is how the coins have been 
listed. Anyone needing to translate the coins back 
into the issues for each prince can do so easily using 
the reference work quoted. 

Mint of Trier (278) 
5 330-335 49, 50, 51 (2), 59 
18 335-337 87,93 var, 88 (3), 93 (6), 94 (6), 

95 
54 337-340 

33 340-341 

168 345-347 

348 

Mint of Lyon (38) 
1 330-335 
11 335-337 

2 337-340 
9 340-341 
15 345-347 

106, 108, 110 (4), 112 (8), 113 
(4), 112 or 113, 116 (2), 119 (2), 
120 (8), 128 (6), 129 (4), 
124-125 (3), 126 (7), 126 or 127, 
127 (2). 
130, 132 (4), 133 (23), 134, 
135, 136, 135 or 136, as 135. 
137 (2), 138 (7), 139 (5), 140 
(25), 142, 145-147 (3), 148-150 
(46), 151-2, 153-5 (15), 156-7, 
157 or 158 (2), 158-60 (28), 
162-4 (25), 158-164 (4), detail 
illegible (3). 
Narrow Fel Temp type bust 
(None) 

as 180. 
222, 184 or 224, 195 or 225, 
229, 232 (2), 236, 237 var ( 4). 
242, 243-4. 
250, 251 (3), 252 (2), 253 (3). 
256 (2), 257-S, 260 (2), 261-2, 
263, 266 ( 4), 273 (2), 274 (2). 

Mint of Aries ( 46) 
2 330-335 
10 335-337 

7 337-340 
13 340-341 

14 345-347 

Mint of Rome (5) 
1 335-337 
2 337-340 
2 345-347 

Mint of Aquileia (4) 

355 (2). 
398, 399, 400, 402 var, 404 (2), 
411,411 var(2),412. 
417,418,420,424,428,429 (2). 
436, 438-9, 440 (2), 441 (4), 
442-3 (5). 
444, 445-6, 449-50 (3), 455 (2), 
456-7 (3), 461,462 (2), 459-63. 

567. 
603,610. 
638 (2). 

I 335-337 677. 
3 337-340 687, 691, 692. 

Mint ofSiscia (2) 
2 337-340 772,781. 

Mint of Cyzicus (2) 
1 335-337 1263. 
I 337-340 1282-3. 

Mint-marks illegible (88) 
4 330-335 As 50 (2), as 51 (2). 
14 335-337 As 87 (3), as 88 (2), as 94 var 

(6), as 89 (2), as 90. 
22 337-340 As 106 var, as 104 (4), as 105 

(2),as IIO,as 108(6),as 124-5, 
as 126 (6), as 127. 

340-341 
48 345-347 As 137 (14), as 138 (26), as 

137-8 (8). 

Copies (I I) 
I 337-347 Divo Constantino, veiled 

head/Gloria Ex. I Standard. 
10 337-347 Gloria Exercitus I Standard (1 0). 

Illegible (2). 

"' "' " "' 2 "' = ::0 
"' 

{) 
~ = E ·s ·;:; ·;::; ·on Ol 
" 0 " ~ >-. ~ ~ 

0" "' >> ..!:! 0 
,_l < Vi u f-o 

330-35 5 I 2 4 12 
335-37 18 11 10 I I 14 56 
337-40 54 2 7 2 3 2 22 93 
340-41 33 9 13 55 
345-47 168 15 14 2 48 247 
Copies 
and 
illegible 13 13 
Total 278 38 46 5 4 2 2 101 476 

Now that this hoard has been put fully on record it 
will a useful point of comparison for other hoards of 
similar dates, and this will lead to further studies. 
The only point which demands attention in this 
context is the likely date at which the hoard was 
deposited since this has a bearing on the 
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interpretation of the development of the defences of 
Corinium. Following the earlier method oflooking at 
both presences in and absences from the hoard we 
can note that the latest coin was struck a little before 
the great changes in the coinage which marked the 
l1 OOth anniversary of the City of Rome in 348. 

This new coinage of348 took the legend Fe/ Temp 
Reparatio - the return of former happy times. With 
various different reverse types a new type of 
Imperial bust was introduced which is tall and 
narrow. At the mint of Trier alone this bust seems to 
be tried out on the very last issues before the change; 
this produced a hybrid coinage with the reverses of 
345 to 347 and the bust type of 348 onwards. This 
accounts for the mention in the lists of a type which 
is_ not represented, which in other circumstances 
would be an unnecessary complication. 

The hoard seems· to close in 347-348. This is 
supported by the way in which the more distant 
mints have mainly earlier coins. It suggests a hoard 
which was put together just before the change of 
348, and buried before the new Fel Temp issues had 
become common. Since these new coins were 
quickly copied in-very large numbers in the period 
354 to 364, and these copies are totally missing, 
together with the latest pre 348 issue, the hoard 
seems to have been closed between 348 and 354. 

If the position of the hoard has any bearing on the 
defensive sequence it suggests changes around 350 
and certainly before 367. 

5. 17 THE AVENUE: HOARD B (context CHII I). 

Total 4 coins. 
I Constantinell 
I Constanti us 11 
I Constans 

HK56. 
HK 100. 
HK 160. 

I House of Constantine CK Fel Temp.copy as 25. 

These coins were struck between 330 and 360. The 
latest coin is the Fe/ Temp copy which belongs 
between 354 and 364. The group was probably 
deposited in the period 355 to 365. 

6.16 VICTORIA ROAD: HOARD A (context CJI 
3). 

Total 3 coins. 
I Constanti us 11 
I Theodosius I 
I Arcadius 

CK 256. 
CK 565. 
CK 1107. 

These coins belong to the late fourth century. The 
coin of Arcadius was struck between 388 and.402, 
and has come from Aquileia, so it is unlikelyto have 
been deposited much before A.D. 400. 

7.16 VICTORIA ROAD: HOARD C (context CJI 
3). 

Total 6 coins. 
1 Constantine I 
1 Constans 

HK 367. 
HK as 138. 

I House of Constantine 
I Arcadius 
2 House of Theodosius 

HK as 963. 
· CK as .164. 

Otherwise illegible. . 

This type of hoard with a broad chronological spread 
through the fourth century usually contains the dregs 
of fourth-century coinage with worn and irregular 
specimens. The latest coin which is closely datable is 
the coin of Arcadius which was struck after 388. The 
hoard was probably deposited between 390 and 410. 

8. Abbey Grounds Defences (p. 87; ABI 8;silt within 
the outer defensive ditch). 

Total 9 coins. 
I House of Constantine 
2 Arcadius 
I Honorius 
5 House of Theodosius 

Illegible copy 
CK 392, reverse illegible 
Reverse uncertain 
CK as 796 (2), reverse 
uncertain (3) · 

This hoard has a short date range in the 390s, and the 
coins are in moderate condition. It was probably 
deposited while coins of the House of Tbeodosius 
were still relatively new, say around 400. 

9. Insula V (p. 206; AHI I 0, infilling of a hypocaust). 

These coins were recorded as a particular group but 
were not kept separate from the .site-finds and 
therefore they cannot be isolated now; they have had 
to be included in the general lists of site-finds. This 
unfortunately means -that. this particular site {AH). is 
of doubtful value in the comparative studies. It: is 
important to make this clear now, but it must be 
emphasized that it gives no licence for questioning 
the other groups . .In fact· several other nearby sites 
have similar numbers of coins of the :House of 
Theodosius which retain individual findspots 
scattered over large areas of stone rubble which quite 
clearly have never been' ploughed or subjected to 
mechanical scattering in the p_ost-Roman period. 

Total 50 coins 
5 House of Constantine 

I Valens 
2 House ofValentinian. 
4 Valentinian 11 
4 Theodosius I 
I Honorius 
21 House ofTheodosius 

9 3rd-4th Century 
3 4th Century 

Copy as HK 87 (2); ·as 
CK:25 (2), as CK76. 
As CK 97. 
As CK 96, as CK 319. 
Rev.erse illegible (4). 
Reverse uncertain (4). 
Reverse illegible. 
As CK 162, otherwise 

. megible (20). ; . 
Otherwise illegible (9). · . 
Otherwise illegible (3). 

This hoard contains coins concentrating in the House 
of Theodosius, but with earlier 'rubbish'. The coins 
of the House ofTheodosius allow certainty over their 
generic identification, · but , have little detail 
survi\ling. The hoard may therefore date towards the 
end of coin circulation, say about 420. 
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THE FINDS EVIDENCE FROM ROMAN CIRENCESTER 

Linda Viner 

with contributions from 
1 us tine Bayley and 1 ohn Miles Paddock 

BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY 

The excavations and watching briefs undertaken by 
the Cirencester Excavation Committee in the period 
1960-80 produced 16,758 recorded small-finds. All 
objects and fragments were allotted small-find 
numbers, in a sequence 1 - n, allocated to individual 
site codes. In addition, in the initial processing of 
finds on site, each was then allocated a catalogue 
number, assigned according to material or function -
coins, copper alloy, gold, silver, brooches, iron, glass 
(both object and vessel), bone/ivory, shale, jet, lead, 
stone, wood, samples, and miscellaneous. Of these 
groups, coins formed approximately 31% of the 
collection, copper alloy 17%, iron 13% and glass 
20%. 

In the post-excavation processing of finds (prior to 
1983) all finds were listed according to material and 
those worthy of more detailed description and 
illustration were recorded on 8" x 4" record cards. 
Ascribing function and searching for parallels to 
individual objects to provide comparative examples 
and dating evidence was carried out as a natural part 
of the process. Post-1983, and following the 
publication of Nina Crummy's report of finds 
excavated in Colchester, the small-finds have been 
categorised according to functional groupings 
established in that seminal work (N. Crummy 1983). 
Although a revised approach has been introduced in 
producing this synthesis of the finds evidence from 
Cirencester, no additional time was allotted for a 
re-examination of all the finds or for additional 
research into parallels and comparative dating. 

The structure and reporting of small-finds in CEC 
I-III was consistent with excavation reports produced 
at that time (i.e. pre-c.l982), with objects catalogued 
and illustrated according to material. Since then a 
broader approach has been taken with the site 
assemblage viewed in totality, and characterised by, 
where possible, functionality rather than simple 
individual merit. The three volumes published in the 
series each illustrate a stage in the changing fortunes 
and ethos behind the publishing of excavation 
reports: CEC I, old style; CEC 11, a response to 
dogma and cost-cutting in its use of fiche; and CEC 
Ill, an in-house inspired self-help option to defeat 
fiche. 

The principal topics covered by the three volumes 
have in effect provided the basis to publish a range of 
Roman material ranging in date from the mid-first 
century (CEC I) through to the late fourth-early fifth 
century (CEC 11-III). In the preparation of successive 
volumes in the series one of the controlling 
parameters in the selection of material for illustration 

was to reduce duplication and to refer to previously 
published material, to achieve the final objective 
which was the publication of material representative 
of the full range of the assemblage. The following 
catalogue entries therefore seek to fill the gaps by 
illustrating groups of objects or variants not 
discussed in previous volumes. 

This approach by its very nature is less than 
satisfYing or satisfactory, as objects are divorced 
from their site contexts and associations. By 
necessity they are viewed in isolation as objects per 
se and only a very brief reference to interesting 
associations or groupings inter- or intra-site can be 
accommodated. It also makes it more difficult for 
those who do not have access to previously 
published volumes or a fiche reader (CEC 11, fiche 
2/5 holds 99% of all finds recovered from the Bath 
Gate cemetery, particularly important for its range of 
domestic items; see below). 

The catalogue which follows is therefore presented 
by functional categories, with discussion and 
reference to previously published examples to 
provide an overview of the total finds assemblage 
recovered from Roman Cirencester. The functional 
categories considered are: items of personal 
ornament and equipment; toilet, surgical or 
pharmaceutical instruments; objects used in the 
manufacture or working of textiles; household 
furniture and fittings; objects associated with 
recreation; objects employed in weighing and 
measuring; objects used for or associated with 
written communications; objects associated with 
transport; buildings and services; objects associated 
with agriculture, horticulture and animal husbandry; 
military equipment; objects associated with religious 
beliefs and practices; and objects and waste 
materials associated with metal- and bone-working. 
The format adopted here precludes the publication of 
those objects for which function or identification is 
unknown or uncertain. 

All items are assumed to be Roman either because 
of their stratigraphic position, or on the basis of their 
typological parallels. Roman finds from residual 
contexts are included where appropriate to complete 
the object sequence. All finds and the full archive are 
deposited in the Corinium Museum, Cirencester. 

CONSERVATION 

Conservation, cleaning and X-ray of metalwork, 
bone, stone and other finds was undertaken by a 
number of individuals, centred in laboratories at the 
University of Leicester and the Bristol Museum and 
Art Gallery. Initial funding from the Department of 
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the Environment was continued by English Heritage, 
and enabled John Thawiey, Ann Woods, Gill Juleff 
and Martin Read to complete a programme of work 
for over 955 items. The primary brief in all instances 
was to clean, and consolidate where necessary, all 
objects to a standard to enable their identification for 
purposes of illustration <md publication. 
Conservation for long-term preservation was not 
undertaken. All records, photographs and X-rays 
have been deposited with the archive in the Corinium 
Museum, Cirencester. 

With the e:l(ception of metal-working slags, no 
objects were examined to" determine the nature ofthe 
alloy from which they were made by energy 
dispersive X-ray fluorescence (XRF). All objects are 
therefore described as copper alloy in the absence of 
analytical data to distinguish between alloy · 
compositions and individual constituents. Similarly, 
silver ·objects were recognised in hand-specimen 
without metal analysis. Bone is the generic term 
used, with no distinction 'attempted between bone, 
antler, ivory, or tusk. · 

THE FUNCTIONAL CATEGORIES 

Pers~nal Oma!Jlents And Equipment 
Items of personal· ornament such as brooches, rings, 
bracelets, and beads constitute by far the largest single 
group numerically. In recent years specialist reports 
considering one specific item have considerably 
enhanced and progressed the study of individual 

classes of find, bringing together data from- published 
and unpublished excavations to establish 
chronological and stylistic typologies. Of particular 
note in the most recent past are the single-subject 
studies of intaglios by Martin Henig (1978), bone pins 
by Nimi Crummy (1983), ear-rings by Lindsay 
Allason-Jones (1989), and metal pins by Hilary Cool 
(1990). Single-site assemblages, combining numerous 
functional groupings with phased. . stratigraphic 
contexts have been published· for Colchester· (N. 
Crummy 1983), South Shields (AIIason-Jones ~d 
Miket 1984), Caerleon (Zienkiewicz 1986),' and Usk 
(Manning 1995) and provide useful comparative d~ta. 
Two recent publications of with mote direct and local 
relevance are the reports from the Roman temple site 
at Uley (Woodward and Leach 1993), ~d Kingscote 
(Timby 1998). · · · ' 

BROOCHES 
Excavations in Cirencester have resulted in the. 
identification of 133 brooch~s (all but one of copper 
alloy), of which 43 have been published. previously 
(see Mackreth in CEC 1-III). A full and detailed 
report on each has beeri prepared by Don Mackr~th. 
Space precludes full justice being given to his work, 
and consignment to the archive is the fate.ofthe m.~st 
comprehensive study of brooches recovered frprri 
excavations in Cirencester. Table 14 is a summary Of 
types represented in the brooch asserrtblage, ba.S~d 
on reports prepared by' Don Mackreth and deJJ:cYsi~ed 
in the Coritiium Museum. · · · · ·. . · 

TABLE 14: BROOCHES RECOVERED FROM CIRENCESTER BY TYPE 

Key to Column Headings: 
. . ~ . . . . 

l =Brooches published iri CEC I (early military occupation) 
2 =Brooches from town centre sites (combination of public buildings and private houses) . 
3 = Brooches from St Michael's Field · · · 
4 =Brooches published in CEC Ill (Beeches town house) 
5 = Brooches from sites on town defences 
6 = Brooches from the amphitheatre 
7 = Brooche~ published in CEC I! (cemetery) 

2 3 4 ' 5 6 7" Total 

Colchester I I 2 
Colchester Derivative 4 . 9 11 5 4 I 2 36 '. 
Late La Tcne Type 3 3 I 7 
Rosette 2 2 
Langton Down I 

'. 

Aucissa I I 
Hod Hill 6 6 3 5 21 
Aucissa-Hod Hill 13 13 
Zoomorphic 'I 
Penannular 2 3 I. 4 11 
Headstud 2 2 
Nauheim Derivative 1 
'Dolchfibel' 1 
Trumpet 2 
T rumpet/U nclassi tied I I 
Plate 3 2 I 4 12 
Crossbow 2 3' 6 
Unclassified I I . 2 ' 
Fragments 4 2 2 ll 

TOTALS 16 37 31 13 14 4 18 133 
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The date range for the assemblage of brooches 
extends from the early first century A.D. through to 
the late third/fourth centuries. The site groupings, as 
listed on p. xvi, exhibit a pattern which could be 
expected: a high proportion of first or early second
century types, especially in military levels on sites 
published in CBC I, with residual examples on the 
same sites in later levels (columns 2 and 3). The 
Beeches house (column 4) and Bath Gate cemetery 
(column 7) each have examples of the ubiquitous 
ColChester Derivatives and Hod Hills but with a 
noticeable number of crossbows and later brooch
types which are absent on other sites. 

The distribution of Colchesters, Late La Tene, 
Rosettes, Langton Down, Aucissa and Hod Hills 
within the core of the late town centre, reflects the 
influence of the army soon after the Conquest. Few 
would have lasted in use beyond c.55/60. Colchester 
Derivatives are represented in all the site groupings 
with a concentration in the military/public town 
centre core. With their later first-century date, and 
surviving in use into the early second century, they 
have a wide distribution in the south-west region, 
especially in Gloucestershire and Somerset. 

At a time when the bow brooches come to an end 
in c. 150/175, the later types as represented by the 
penam1ulars, plate and crossbows take over. A 
number of brooch types have a western distribution, 
a point noted by Sarnia Butcher at Uley (1993) and 
Mackreth (1998) at Kingscote. Butcher summarised 
the Uley group as one which contained a wide 
variety of types and dates, reflecting the general 
range of Romano-British brooches, with a high 
proportion ( 13 out of 36) of types only found in the 
western counties of England and in South Wales. 
Overall, her conclusion was that the Uley collection 
was not markedly different from those found at 
non-religious sites in the same area. 

FINGER-RINGS AND INTAGLIOS 
All but eight of the 48 finger-rings are of copper 
alloy, with four silver, and two of each of shale/jet 
and glass. As with bracelets and beads, most of the 
finger-rings are typical of those of third or 
fourth-century date, with late second to early 
third-century types with pronounced shoulders also 
present. Early rings of twisted wire are represented in 
the assemblage and examples from the Bath Gate 
cemetery have been illustrated (CEC 11, fig. 53, 
29-30). The Bath Gate cemetery in fact provided a 
representative sample of ring types current in the 
town throughout the period of Roman occupation. 
Only one further type is illustrated here (Fig. 188, 1 ). 
A second glass ring is of interest for its survival and 
style (not illustrated; M 581 ). The previously 
published example in glass from the Bath Gate 
cemetery (CEC 11, fig. 69, 312) is decorated with 
rounded oval projections (cf. Henig 1993b, fig. 133, 
7 in jet). 

Ornamentation and design elements on many of 
the rings copy those on bracelets in the later period. 
Comparative wealth is represented in the survival of 
four silver rings, although traces of gilding are 

discernible on some of the copper-alloy examples. 
Of the four silver rings, two from The Beeches and 
two from the Bath Gate cemetery, their quality is 
further enhanced with a variety of decorative 
techniques. The lightly inscribed name on a ring 
from The Beeches records that the ring is the 
property of Iulius (CEC Ill, fig. 77, 9; RIB 2422.26). 
The second silver ring from the same site is one 
characteristi-:: of the third century, classified as Type 
VIII by Henig ( 1978, 38, fig. 1) and described by him 
as 'an imposing form affected by the higher orders of 
society' (CEC Ill, fig. 77, 8). 

In contrast, a more delicate ring is that formed from 
silver wire with a bl•'.;:: faceted bead threaded as a 
bezel from the Bath Gate cemetery (CEC 11, fig. 65, 
200). Beads anr r •. .JSS or stone settings would have 
been common materials to choose as ring settings. 
The second silver ring from the Bath Gate cemetery is 
representative of rings using intaglios to infer wealth 
and 'romanization'. In this instance, the comelian 
intaglio depicts a crustacean, perhaps a langouste, 
swimming towards the right, its 'tail' curving round 
below its body. Set in silver, the ring is of a late 
second or third-century type (CEC 11, fig. 65, 199). 

Intaglios, as individual items of jewellery, reflect a 
high artistic ability and a specific appreciation of art, 
in an item of jewellery accessible to many 
Romano-British individuals, to judge by the number 
which have been recovered from sites throughout 
Britain (Henig 1978). Deities were always a popular 
subject, often chosen for their protective powers, and 
reflect also a sophisticated knowledge of mythology. 
The collection of seven intaglios recovered from the 
excavations comprise a wide variety of 
semi-precious stones and glass settings, of varying 
quality, style and colour. The spatial distribution of 
individual findspots is of interest for its 
concentration in 'public' areas of the town: namely, 
three from the area of the amphitheatre and Bath 
Gate cemetery, and four from the town centre 
centred on Leaholme and St. Michael's Field. The 
notes which follow are an abridged version of full 
descriptions published by Dr Martin Henig (1978, 
for photographs) and archive notes held with the 
post-excavation record. 

1. The first intaglio of interest is of nicolo paste, 
oval in outline, and depicting a bearded mask lying 
on top of a low pedestal. Nicolo-pastes with this very 
clear colour differentiation, an upper blue surface on 
a dark ground, do not seem to date any later than 
Flavian times. AM VI 41, not closely dated. 

2. Ganymede is depicted on an oval intaglio 
moulded in glass, with dark blue upper layer and 
black lower layer, imitative ofblue onyx (nicolo). He 
stands towards the left, wearying his Phrygian cap 
and holding his shepherd's staff in his left hand and 
in his right a cup from which to feed the 
Jupiter-eagle (the eagle is lacking on this particular 
intaglio). Rather schematic glass intaglios such as 
this are datable to the later second and especially the 
third century. CA! 1, unstratified. 



THE FINDS EVIDENCE 297 

3. A previously published intaglio of Mars 
Gradivus in red comelian shows ~he god striding 
towards the right carrying a trophy over his left 
shoulder and a spear in his right hand. The stone, 
which is relatively large and convex, with some 
signs of wear, is unlikely to be lat~r in date than the 
second century. CS 70 4 (CEC 11, fiche2/5 C14). 

4. Onyx has been utilised to portray Roma seated 
in profile to the right on a cuirass, wearing a plum~d 
helmet, short chiton and himation. In her left hand · 
she holds a wreath, while her right arm is bent with 
her shield placed in front of her. In the present case 
the crisp cutting of the device and the variety of stone 
used, make a Flavian date by no means unlikely. 
Apart from this stone and two from Silchester and 
York;, two other gems from Colchester and Wroxeter 
reflect the influence of a Hadrianic cult statue. All 
demonstrate that Roma appealed to the more 
sophisticated and literally 'civilized' element in the 
population of Roman Britain. DKII 6, third century; 
Henig 1978, app. 130. 

5. The bottom part of a~ comelian intaglio is all that 
remains of the device showing the legs of a standing 
male figure, with his body shown frontally. 
Sufficient survives to identify the figure as Mercury 
standing with his caduceus and money-bag, a very 
cOJ;nmon type on gems but not previously attested at 
Cirencester. DHXI 5, later fourth century; Henig 
1978, app. 96. 

6. The sixth intaglio portrays Spes walking left, 
holding a fold of her skirt with her left hand and a 
flower in her right. . In comelian and in good 
condition, the type is very common until the third 
century. BCII 16, late second-third century; Henig 
1978, no. 340. 

. 7 . .The final intaglio, also of coinelian, set in a 
silver ring of late second or early third-century type, 
depicts a crustacean, perhaps a langouste, 
swimming towards the right, its 'tail' curving round 
below its body. CT 207: CEC 11, fiche 2/5, 002, 
fig. 65, I 99. 

HAIRPINS 
A rich variety of pins in copper alloy, bone, glass and 
jet have been recorded from excavations within the 
town, namely 26 copper alloy, 169. bone, one glass 
and one jet. The total number. of pins represented 
could be in excess of 317 when pin shafts of copper 
alloy (14) and bone (108) are included. Often 
insufficient oL the shaft survives to enable a 
distinction to be made between hairpins or needles 
(see objects associated with textiles), but statistically 
the bias would appear to be towru:ds unclassifiable 
pin shafts being derived from hairpins rather than 
from needles. . · . . 

Studies by Nina Crummy (bone hairpins: 1979; 
1.983, 19-25) and Hilary Cool (metal hairpins: ·1990) 
illustrate the diverse and wide-rarigi!Jg typologies 
current within this class of <;>bject. Their' work has 

shown that a distinction can be drawn between those 
of the early and .late Roman periods. Restricted 
regional distributions for some met~! pin type~ are, 
apparent, with other types common throughout the 
province. Based on the.se typologies, a reassessment 
of previously published hair pins in CEC II-III has 
been combined with unpublished excavated material 
in providing data for the following summary. 

Metal hairpins are less common than bone in the 
excavated assemblage and of the Groups categorised 
by Cool(1990, 148-82), exampfes of Groups 3, 15, 
16 .and 17 are present at The Beeches and Bath Gate 
cemetery. Previously unpublished types are 
described here to supplement the range with the 
inclusion of examples from Groups I, 5, 10, 13, 14, 
and 23. To summarise the characteristics of each 
group the following is based on HilaryCool's work 
(1990): . 

Group I, knob heads, probably sub~group C. In use 
throughout the Roman period with their greatest 
period of popularity in the later part; widely scattered 
throughout southern Britain (Fig .. 188, i). · 

Group 3, curved units betw~en cordoned heads. A 
disparate group with many variations on the basic 
head. Found over a wide area and obviously made at. 
many centres throughout much of the Romari period 
(CECIII, fig. 78, 12; fig 158, 2). 

Group 5, simple grooved heads. The· . head 
decoration consists of grooves cut into the top .of 
the shank: spiral grooves for sub-group 5A, a set' of 
diagonal grooves for sub~group 58, a set of 
cross-hatched grooves for sub-group se; and one or 
more horizontal grooves for sub-group 50 . (Fig. 
188, 3 Group 5A; Fig. 188, 4 Group 5C). They have 
been found in contexts ranging from the ·late first to 
the fourth century, but the bulk of the dated 
examples come from the second century. Bone pins 
with similar decoration (N. Crummy 1983, 21· Type 
2) also appear most frequently. to occur in 
second-century or earlier contexts •. Jhe greatest 
period of popularity would .appear, therefore, .to · 
have been during the .second century, and the 
association of eight Type 2 bone pins and two 
Group 5 copper-alloy hairpins from Site A W is 
significant. · · 

Group 1 0, knob . head with grooved triangle 
decoration(Fig. 188, 5, Group lOA). Sub-group A 
has . a double-cqnical form with , pairs of grooves 
arranged in a triangle, and was in use by c.125. 

Group 13, multiple .grooved .heads with concave 
bases (Fig. 188, 6, with further examples from Sites 
AR and BF). The range of yariants suggests that 
more than one workshop. may· have been producing 
them. The distribution is centred on the west country 
'wit~ more than half being found at Cirencester' 
(Cool 1990, 164). The. only dating evidence ·is. 
provided . by one from Exeter in' a second~century 
context. · 
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Group 14, heads with glass insets (Fig. 188, 7). 
Sub-group 14B, circular-sectioned block with glass 
ball set into the top. Of late-Roman date, examples 
have been found in late third or fourth-century 
contexts at Camerton, Shakenoak and Lydney. 

Group 15, faceted head (CEC 11, fig. 53, 27). 
Basically a cube covered by diamond and triangular 
facets. Late third and fourth-century date. 
Faceted-head pins and plain knob-headed pins 
(Group 1) were the predominant pin types in use in 
the late Roman period. There is considerable variety 
in the form, suggesting several centres of production. 

Group 16, glass heads (CEC 11, fig. 5, 26). These 
pins were in use during the fourth century, and the 
example from the Bath Gate cemetery would accord 
with similar finds from the cemetery at Lankhills, 
Winchester. Examples from more closely dated 
contexts might suggest that the group is primarily a 
later fourth-century type. 

Group 17, projecting ring heads (CEC Ill, fig. 78, 
1 0). In use in southern Britain during the late Roman 
period. 

Group 23, cylinder knob heads with cross-hatched 
decoration (Fig. 188, 8). Possibly in use in the later 
second and early third century. Groups 13 and 22 
share a similar geographical distribution. 

Group 27, military standard heads (CEC I fig. 28, 
39). A second possible example from Cirencester is 
illustrated (Fig. 188, 9). The function is dubious, 
with the possibility raised that it may be a needle of 
some kind in view of the apparent bifurcation at one 
end. Cool points out that as a Group, 'whatever their 
function they appear to have been connected with 
military activity'. Parallels come from contexts at 
Wycomb, Ancaster, Wroxeter and London of mid to 
late first-century date. 

The majority of the bone pin types represented in 
excavations at Cirencester are well illustrated by 
examples discussed in CEC 11, fig. 66. Based on the 
typology established by Nina Crummy (1983, 
19-25), the following list quantifies those from 
Cirencester, both published and unpublished: 

Type 1: pin with flat/plain conical head = 22 
Type 2: pin with 1-4 transverse grooves below 
conical head= 47 
Type 3: pin with spherical head = 49 
Type 4: pin. with faceted cuboid head= 6 
Type 5: pin with reels below head= 12 
Type 6: pin with bead-and-reel = 7 

In addition, for the purposes of this discussion, there 
is a small group of miscellaneous pins with 
individually carved heads or of which insufficient 
survives to aid categorisation. 

Within the remit, it has not been possible to assess 
the Cirencester pins to phased contexts and, 

therefore, it is not feasible to compare and contrast 
this data with the chronology established for 
Colchester. One general comment derived from 
studies elsewhere, which may be applicable here, is 
that bone pins are always more common in later 
second to fourth-century contexts. The Bath Gate 
cemetery produced the greatest number of bone pins 
with examples of each type. 

If Types I and 2 are identified as types current in 
the first and second centuries, with the others more 
indicative of a third or fourth-century date, the range 
exhibited at the Bath Gate cemetery is of interest, 
although perhaps it should not cause too much 
surprise. The area is renowned for the extensive late 
third to fourth-century inhumation cemetery, but 
previously the local stone had been quarried, and the 
area appears to have served as a general rubbish 
dump for town-centre refuse disposal. 

The majority of the pins were hand-carved, and the 
similarity of some, in particular the group of eight of 
Type 2 from Site A W, would suggest they were 
probably manufactured in a local workshop. The 
similarity of head-types noted between pins of 
copper alloy and bone could suggest production on a 
commercial scale in a workshop, particularly as 
copper-alloy pins would require specialist tools, 
equipment and knowledge. One bone pin worthy of 
special note is that carved in the form of a female 
bust (Fig. 188, 11 ). Step hen Greep in his survey of 
worked bone first noted the similarity between this 
and one from the fortress baths at Caerieon (Greep 
1986b, 201-2, fig. 70, 43, from Drain Group I dated 
c.75-I00/10). The facial features in both are crudely 
picked out with the hair represented by a simple 
series of grooves. The close simila,rity between the 
two has led Greep to suggest that they were probably 
the product of the same workshop. A further 
example with a more elaborately carved head forms 
part of the collections in the Ashmolean Museum, 
Oxford (Ace. No. 1971.874) and has a gold stem. A 
female head published from Colchester (N. Crummy 
1983, fig. 23, 445) led Nina Crummy to highlight 
Martin Henig's suggestion that hairpins of this type 
were used as imagines to represent dead family 
members, and they may, therefore, have been set up 
in household shrines (Henig 1977, 359). 

BRACELETS 
Running in parallel with the hairpins, the largest 
single assemblage of bracelets was recovered from 
the Bath Gate cemetery, with many of the types 
common to Roman Britain illustrated in CEC 11-III. 
Styles and decorative devices common to 
copper-alloy bracelets which can be dated to the 
third and fourth centuries mirror those published in 
site catalogues from Uley, Colchester, Poundbury 
and Lankhills. The style elements employed include 
cable of two or three strands, transverse grooves, 
crenellated edges, flat bands with multiple motifs, 
punched or raised dots, hatched lines and beads 
imitating bracelets. 

Similarly, shale bracelets, common finds on many 
sites, can be paralleled by examples from Silchester 
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(Lawson.l976), South Shields (AIIason-Jones and 
Miket 1984), and Colchester (N. Crummy 1983, 36; 
fig. 38). Their profiles vary but the majority are plain 
bands of simple form, with one or two internal 
facets. Decorative elements, · where present, 
comprise notches and grooves. One particularly 
elaborate example is illustrated (Fig. 188, 12). All 
are likely to be the products of the Dorset factories 
although in the absence of analysis other ·sources 
cannot be ruled out. Jet as a materia: for jewellery 
appears to have been little used in Cirencester. The 
main source, Whitby, does not appear to have been 
worked by the Romans until the late third and fourth 
centuries, when it was mostly used for items . of 
jewellery. 

Two glass bangles merit description to supplement 
one previously published (CEC 1 I 06, fig. 34, 91 ). 
The first was . identified by the late Dorothy 
Charlesworth as being of dark ?black glass, and 
possibly of Anglo-Saxon date (not illustrated: DAII 
10, unstratified). The second is a D-shaped bangle, 
decorated with three twists of white and blue trails 
encircling the band (Fig. 188, 13). A recent survey by 
Jennifer Price (1995, 100~4), in describing six 
bangles recovered during excavations ·at Usk, 
summarises the evidence for their distribution .and 
date, and offers suggestions for their use. Of 
examples studied, the .majority occur on sites with 
late Claudian, Neronian and early Flavian 
occupation. They are closely associated with military 
occupation of Claudian or Neronian date, and their 
distribution within Cirencester would corroborate 
this link and the suggestion by Price that the first 
producers and/or users of glass bangles in Britain 
were . Romanized Britons, or Roman military 
personnel. A number of possible functions have been 
discussed (see Price 1988, 354) to suggest personal 
or equine adornment: those with large diameters 
were perhaps worn by men as bracelets, ones with 
smaller diameters worn by women and children. 
Their function may have changed through time, and 
they may have been· used as a form of currency. 
Local production to counter-balance the shortage of 
official supplies of coin has been suggested for the 
assemblage from Usk (Priee 1995, 104 ). 

Bone bracelets .are .sparse · in the excavated 
assemblage, although those that do survive, notably 
two worn on the right wrist of an adolescent in the 
Bath Gate cemetery (CEC II, fig. 80: burial 196) 
demonstrate two techniques for securing the ends of 
the bone strips - namely· small studs, or a 
copper-alloy band. Two further strip fragments of 
bone (not illustrated) from the Bath Gate cemetery 
and three others from elsewhere within the .town, 
attest to further bracelets. The fragile character of the 
pieces would perhaps preclude their·.long-tertn 
survival but this particular chronologicat indicator, 
relatively common on other third and fourth-century 
sites such as the cemetery at Lankhills, Winchester, 
is numerically poorly represented at Cirencester. · 

EAR-RINGS 
The task of recognising and appreciating the range of 

ear-rings . worn · in the . Roman period has been 
considerably enhanced by the recent research of 
Lindsay Allason-Jones ( 1989). Many have .no :doubt 
escaped identification in the past, with fragments of 
copper-alloy wire too ·:small and with insufficient 
form to distinguish them. Eight have been 
recognised from the excavated material, of which 
four are ofType 1; tWo of Type 2 and one of Type 9 
(AIIason-Jones 1989; fig. 1 ). 'Fhe .first is of special 
not~, and as an object must represent the wealthiest 
single item (excluding coins) recovered in thirty 
years of excavation (Fig. 189, 14). Of fine gold wire, 
the square setting below the hook encases a blue 
bead, with a pendant drop attached and enhanced by 
a pearl. Close parallels ·are unknown but the square 
setting resembles one in the· British Museum, 
ascribed to the second century (F. Marshall 1911, pi. 
lii, 2394). Gold was always the prerogative of the 
wealthy, and of · 583 ear-rings studied ,· by 
Allason-Jones (1989, 23, 25), only 82 were of gold. 

Type 1 ear-rings are the most common ·type, 
comprising a plain penannular ring tapering at the 
terminals, and found throughout Britai!'l at any date, 
and on any type of site (Fig . .189,. J.S). Type·2 is a 
more evolved form of Type 1, of which a total of 
eight sub-categories have been defined depending on 
the decoration (AIIason-Jones 1989, 3) (Fig. 189, 
16). Type 9 is made from a single strand. of wire 
coiled at one end with .the other bent to form a hook 
(Fig. 189, 17). 

FASTENERS AND DECORATIVE STUDS 
A group of five finds presents an interesting puzzle 
in ascribing function. Two are illustrated here (Fig. 
189, 18-19) as they were most probably used as 
fastenings, sewn onto material of some ·kind. They 
are complete in themselves .. Each is very deficate, 
and the closest parallels ·come from Caerleofi 
(Brewer 1986, 181, .fig. 59; 109~ 11 0; and 186, ·fig; 
62, 170) where they are described as· dress-hooks, 
probably stitched along the edge of a cloth or leather 
garment, to engage in a leather or thread loop as in a 
modern hook-and:.eye fastener. The examples from 
Caerleon were from Antonine-third century,. and 
fourth-century contexts. '· · · · · 

Two studs with relief decoration were probably 
once mounted· on items of _clothing. Continental 
parallels have favoured a military association and 
led to the suggestion that they decorated the 'apron' 
worn by Roman infantry in the first and second 
centuries. However, their distribution and dating is 
ambiguous as they occur on sites with both military 
and civilian associations, The first (Fig. 189, .20) 
depicts a male . bust in profile to <the ·right, with 
crudely depicted hair encirCled by a laurel wreath; 
in front of the face is a stem with two branches. 
Francis Grew in a note has suggested that although 
the identity of the p·ortrait cannot be established 
with certainty, the· laurel wreath would perhaps 
suggest an Emperor;· probably Domitiah. 'The 
second stud survives in poor condition but probably 
represents Victory driving a two-horse chariot'(F-ig. 
189, 21). . 
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BEADS 
The summary provided by the late Margaret Guido 
for the beads recovered from the Bath Gate cemetery 
provides a useful background in the assessment and 
quantification of all beads recovered from 
excavations in the town. With the exception of the 
melon beads discussed below, the majority fall 
within the repertoire of third and fourth-century bead 
types to be expected in necklaces of that date: 
annular, cylinder, segmented, faceted, hexagonal. 
Although beads usually occur as single finds, the 
presence of at least two necklaces can be attested. At 
the Bath Gate cemetery, burial 196, one of the few 
accompanied graves, was wearing a necklace with a 
silver clasp and 150 beads (CEC 11, fig. 80, burial 
196). The clasp is of late fourth-century date: 
compare examples from Lankhills (Clarke 1979, fig. 
75, 140; fig. 79, 182). Mrs Guido described the 
character of the necklace as unusual with its 
combination of coral, crystal and glass beads, with 
'intrusive' beads which appear to become commoner 
in late Roman times. Coral beads (?of Mediterranean 
or Black Sea origin) are not very commonly found, 
and crystal is more frequently associated with 
Anglo-Saxon necklaces. The second necklace 
comprises a series of beads threaded on copper-alloy 
wire (F-ig. 189, 22). 

Melon beads occur on all sites, with a notable 
concentration on sites within the town centre. As a 
chronological indicator of first and second-century 
date, this would accord with the early development 
ofthe town centre, and their presence at The Beeches 
and other sites is probably best explained in terms of 
residuality. Glass melon beads, never as common as 
faience examples, are occasionally found on 
Claudian and Neronian sites, and may have been 
produced at military centres. 

The identification of gold-in-glass beads at the 
Bath Gate cemetery (CEC 11, fiche 2/5 D04-06; Boon 
1966, 104, 109: 1977, 193-207) prompted the 
recognition of a second such bead at St. Michael's 
Field. A total of 26 gold-in-glass beads are reported 
from sediments in Drain Group 4 at Caerleon, and 
can be dated to between c.l60 and 230. Brewer 
(1986, 151) in describing this collection believes that 
the Antonine-Severan finds from the Fortress Baths 
at Caerleon adds further support to the theory first 
promulgated by Boon (1977, 196-7) that such beads 
came to Britain in the possession of Sarmatian 
cavalrymen and their families. 

Mrs Guido identified a number of beads of 
non-Roman origin, typified by two large tubular 
beads of black glass with white or yellow trailed 
designs from the Bath Gate cemetery (CEC Il, fig. 
65, 211-2). She considered these as possibly imports 
brought by traders or settlers from Austria or the 
Danube region. . 

Shale and jet beads, although fewer in number, are 
again typieal of those from sites elsewhere in Roman 
Britain such as Silchester, discussed by Lawson 
(1976, 244-7), and date to the late third to fourth 
century. 

PENDANTS 
Two pendants survive, the first of which is a point of 
animal bone, well-polished and pierced for 
suspension with a copper-alloy pin through the hole 
(Fig. 189, 23). The second (Fig. 189, 24), of copper 
alloy, is a lunula with remains of an integral 
suspension loop. A similar example from a grave 
deposit at Colchester is dated third to mid-fourth 
century (N. Crummy 1983, fig. 54, 1806). 

Toilet, Surgical Or Pharmaceutical 
Instruments 
One assemblage of objects common to both civilian, 
military, urban and villa sites is that commonly 
classed as toilet, surgical or pharmaceutical instru
ments: nail cleaners, tweezers, probes, spatulas, toilet 
sets, cosmetic scoops etc. They are often grouped 
together to serve a number of personal cosmetic and 
grooming functions, and are also capable of use in 
surgical and pharmaceutical operations. 

Ranked in numerical order the following have 
been noted: 17 tweezers, 15 nail cleaners, 9 spatula
probes, 6 ear scoops, 4 spatulas, 3 droppers in both 
copper alloy and glass, two toilet sets, 1 strigil, and 
the mortar from a two-piece cosmetic set. Previously 
published examples in CEC 1-111 typify the range of 
form and style. The majority of the tweezers are very 
simple, undecorated examples similar to CEC 11, fig. 
53, 20. Two nail cleaners (Fig. 189, 25-6), while 
similar to CEC Ill, fig. 80, 40, serve to illustrate the 
range of design employed in a group of objects 
which has a high numerical concentration in the 
Cotswold area, a number of similar items being 
recorded from Kingscote (Viner 1998). 

Exeter (Allason-Jones 1991, fig. 117, 110) 
provides an exact parallel for one spatula-probe or 
spathomele found in the town (Fig. 189, 28), while a 
second (Fig. 189, 27) illustrates the intricacy of 
workmanship achievable in a group of intrinsically 
delicate objects. The Exeter example came from a 
late second or third-century level which would 
accord with the site context for St. Michael's Field. 

The double-sided bone comb found in association 
with burial 175 in the Bath Gate cemetery (CEC II, 
fig. 80) remains the prime exemplar of this type of 
late fourth to early fifth-century comb recorded in 
Cirencester, a type reported from a number of late 
cemeteries, notably Poundbury, Dorset, and 
Lankhills, Winchester. Two other combs are known: 
the first illustrated in CEC III, fig. 84, 228 consists of 
the end only decorated with incised circle-and-dot 
motifs; the second, a small plate with the remains of 
teeth was found in Dyer Street (not illustrated). 

Private bath-suites are known attached to houses 
excavated at The Beeches and Ashcroft, and others 
are suspected. Instruments connected with personal 
cleanliness, notably the strigil, are very poorly 
represented with the exception of a fine example 
from Leaholme, published in CEC I, fig. 39, 127. 
According to Graham Webster, the decoration of 
inlaid niello dates the object to the mid-first century. 
No doubt when the public baths are eventually 
located, others will be found. 
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Glass (excluding vessels and phials etc) as a 
medium is· poorly represented in the assemblage of 
toilet instruments, with the exception of a glass 
stirring rod from St. 'Michael's Field, and a glass 
dropper from The Beeches. Similarly there are only 
two instances where a combination of copper alloy 
and bone have been employed to make nail cleaners 
(CEC I, fig. 30, 71). 

Objects Used In The Manufacture Or Working 
Of Textiles 
A total of 45 sewing needles in copper alloy and 
bone have been recorded. No examples of needles 
are illustrated, as all are of standard form and are 
already published in CEC 11-III. The classification· 
adopted follows the type series established for 
Colchester (N. Crummy 1983, 65-7). 

TYPE 1: NEEDLES WITH A POINTED HEAD 
Type 1 a, with rectangular eye: one example in bone. 
Type l_b, with round eye: four examples in bone (cf. 
CEC 11, fig. 66, 261; CEC Ill, fig. 84, 229). 
Type le, with figure-of-eight eye: nine examples in 
bone. 

Type 1 needles, made exclusively of bone, parallel 
bone hairpin Types 1 and 2 in style and date, and 
occur in · ?Fiavian to fourth-century contexts. Of 
partiCular note is the group of four Type 1 c needles 
and six Type 2 bone hairpins froin Site A W. 

TYPE 2: NEEDLES WITH A FLAT SPATULATE 
HEAD 
Type 2a, with rectangular eye: 3 examples in bone, 
seven in copper alloy (cf. CEC 11, fig. 66, 260). 
Type 2b, with figure-of-eight eye: one example in 
bone. 

Type 2 needles in copper alloy were probably being 
produced in the first century,, and it would appear 
that the type was current throughout the Roman 
period, with bone examples entering the repertoire in 
the second century. 

TYPE 3: NEEDLES WITH A GROOVE ABOVE. 
AND BELOW THE EYE 
Type 3: five examples in copper alloy (cf. CEC 11, 
fig. 53, 25); 

All Type 3 needles were of copper alloy, and at 
Colchester five examples were derived from third 
and fourth:century contexts, establishing a late 
Roman date for the type. 

Ten bone and five copper-alloy needles are classified 
as indeterminate, where insufficient of the' head 
survives to indicate form, but sufficient to indicate a 
needle rather than a hairpin. 

Eight spindle whorls, six of shale and two of fired 
clay, are known. Of the shale examples, five 'are 
biconical as figured in CEC III~ ·fig. 85, 241. The 
sixth (Fig. 190, · 30) is slightly more ·elaborate, 
lathe-turned .with medial grooves, and is paralleled 

by a published example from Silchester (Lawson 
1976, fig. 14, I 08a). · Shale spindle whorls are 
common finds on sites, but cannot be intrinsically 
dated, or dated without reference to context. The 
remaining two are made from coarse pottery, cut 
down and pierced centrally. · 

Weaving tablets were commonly used to produce 
braids and various types of starting-borders of 
textiles to be completed on warp-weighted looms. 
Although usually found as single examples, a group 
of four bone tablets was found at The Beeches (CEC 
Ill, fig. '84, 218-221 ). With four holes to each square 
tablet, the set, if used together, would have· been 
capable of controlling sixteen ·warp-threads, 
sufficient to create a firm starting-border (Wild 
1970a, 73-4, 140-1 ). A fifth example, also in bone, at 
45mm square, with evidence for wear around all four 
holes, was found in association·with a shale spindle 
whorl at Site AT (not illustrated). 

One object of particular interest, whose function is 
not certain, is reported here (Fig. 190, 31 ). A parallel 
provided by an example from Portchester (J. 
Webster 1975, fig. 115, 79) suggests that·such 
?combs represent the end of either a specialized foim 
of weaving comb or a leather pricker. A hoard of 
similar objects was found at Chalton, Hants., ,in a pot 
of fourth-century date (Frere 1957, 219). 

A lead sealing is difficult tO place by function, with 
a number of potential locations; but is included here 
as representative of trade- quite possibly ofth~-wool 
trade. The disc ·of lead (Fig. 190, ·32), from ·the 
forum, is impressed with an illegible die on one face, 
and retains the impression of the thin cord with was 
used to bind the package when sealed. ' 

Household Furniture And Fittings . . 
This overview presents· the opportunity to'_bring 
together a wide range · of househ~ld objects. 
'Household' must be qualified as a term a.S mariy of 
the items within this broad category could have been 
used in public as well as 'domestic settings, and 
therefore encompasses iterris which could· find a 
place within any -building,. as individual. items of 
furniture, internal fittings, or tools and equipment 
necessary for eating, food 'preparation, or lighting. 

The usual range of small domestic items such as 
spoons, knives, vessels and trays, for use . in the 
preparation or serving of food are well represented 
and survive in the assemblages published from the 
Bath Gate cemetery anq The Beeches. Metal and 
bo~e spoons occur on.all ·sites, and the apparent bias 
in survival of the pear- and rilandolin~shaped'bowls 
of copper alloy, as represented _ by ,previously 
published examples, is redressed by the final "record 
of 10 out of 31 spoons being of J:)one with round 
bowls. Pear:..shaped ·bowls appear to have been 1ill 
production by the first half of the se~ond century, 
whilst the small, round.:.bowled spoon, in either bone 
or copper alloy was more common in the first and 
second c~nturies, with a·_ decline in popularitY 
towards· the end of the second century. · 

Handles, most prebably for knives, occur· in all 
levels. One-piece, plain handles in bone exist (Fig. 
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190, 33) as do examples decorated with circle-and
dot motifs (Fig. 190, 34) and are found throughout 
the Roman period. A small discrete type with a 
waisted end appear to be Claudian-Neronian in date, 
though they may survive into the early Flavian 
period (Fig. 190, 35-6, Fig. 191, 37). Nina Crummy 
has pointed out that their distribution in Britain 
covers the area of early military occupation and 
civilian settlement, and 'while they may have arrived 
in Britain with the Roman army, there is no good 
reason to suppose that they were specifically 
military'. Of the three illustrated, it is significant 
perhaps that they all come from St. Michael's Field, 
within the bounds of the Leaholme fort. 

Metal vessels are represented by the survival of a 
number of fragments of lids, handles and bases. In 
general vessels such as basins and jugs form part of 
the first to second-century table setting, with many 
forms imported from the continent. All must be 
classed as copper alloy in the absence of 
metallurgical analysis, and there are no obviously 
late items of metalware as are comparable with 
vessels in hoards of the late fourth century. Three 
fragments (Fig. 191, 38-40) serve to extend the range 
of metal vessels to complement the lids and handle 
mounts published in CEC I, fig. 27, 30; CEC 11, fig. 
55, 53-55; and CEC Ill, fig. 80, 71. Handles similar 
to Fig. 191, 38 are common on first-century military 
sites, and a close parallel can be quoted with one 
from Colchester (N. Crummy 1983, fig. 76, 2046). A 
small duck mount (Fig. 191, 41) may have been part 
of the lid of a jug similar to CEC 11, fig. 55, 55. 
Terminals and decorative stops for handle ends are 
also present (Fig. 191, 42). 

One cast figure is of note (no. 43, Fig. 192) in this 
context as representing the reclining figure of a 
banqueter, symbol of the pleasures of feasting and 
drinking. Such models were chosen to decorate 
bronze vessels, often vessels associated with the 
serving of wine. The casting is very flat, but 
conceived as in the round, with the banqueter 
reclining on his left side. The folds of the drapery 
indicate that his left leg is underneath him, the right 
drawn up. The features on the naked torso and face 
are roughly but deeply incised, with large eyes, nose 
and mouth below a fringe of hair. A strikingly 
comparable model was found at Usk, in a 
pre-Fiavian context, and Price (1995, 49, fig. 17, 2) 
notes similar figures from Colchester and 
Rich borough. 

Fragments of two shale trays (Fig. 193, 44-5) have 
been found, one circular and one rectangular, both of 
forms usually dated to the late first or early second 
century (Lawson 1976, 263-5; N.Crummy 1983, 69). 
The circular tray exhibits a considerable degree of 
craftsmanship both in design and execution. 
Insufficient survives of the rectangular tray to enable 
measurement, but it has been suggested in the 
literature that such trays were made in two sizes, 305 
by 255mm and 508 by 406mm. Of interest also, is 
that of the five shale bowls recovered (Fig. 193, 46), 
all are from town centre sites with the exception of 
the bowl from The Beeches (CEC III, fig. 85, 243). 

The evidence for items of furniture was first 
collected together by Liversidge (1955), with further 
subsequent finds augmenting the rather meagre 
survival of pieces. Table legs in marble or stone have 
not been identified, but there is one possible survival 
of a round table support, carved in shale (Fig. 193, 
4 7). It is suggested that the fragment is the central 
hub into which the three legs of a small round table 
are braced, with the socket for a vertical bracket to 
link with the base of the table top. Carved shale table 
legs are recorded from Dorchester and Verulamium, 
and this identification is mooted on the lines of the 
reconstruction of a wooden table from Luxor 
illustrated by Liversidge ( 1955, fig. 63). 

The south-west of England is noted for the 
survival of a large class of rectangular tables or 
sideboards carved from oolitic limestone, and 
ornamented with chip-carved decoration on the front 
and sides (Solley 1977; Blagg 1993). One example is 
recorded from excavations at The Beeches (CEC Ill, 
fig. 92). They would have been used for the serving 
of food and drink, but their elaborate sides could 
suggest their use for the display of plate in silver or 
pewter (Henig 1995, 70). 

Inlays, handles and decorative attachments for 
cupboards and chests, and items of furniture such as 
couches, chairs and tables survive in a variety of 
materials and forms. Of the bone inlay, the 
rectangular strips and squares, with ring-and-dot 
incised motifs recovered from the Bath Gate 
cemetery exemplify the range of elements available. 
The copper-alloy decorative elements and 
attachments range in style and size and include 
human and animal heads and small studs (Fig. 193, 
48-51, Fig. 194, 52), with drop handles and rings for 
chests and coffers (Fig. 194, 53-5). 

Objects Associated With Recreation 
Board games appear to have been a popular pastime 
in Roman times (Bell 1960, 30-5, 84-7; MacGregor 
1976, 2-4), with many sites producing examples of 
counters and dice. The excavations at Cirencester 
have recovered a total of 111 counters (55 of bone, 
49 of glass, 7 of fired clay) and 5 bone dice. 

Of the bone counters, the total of 55 can be 
assigned to three types discussed by N. Crummy 
(1983, 91-2): 29 ofType 1, a plain disc, often with a 
countersunk upper surface; 25 of Type 2, decorated 
on the obverse with concentric grooves; and 1 of 
Type 3, lathe-turned with a convex obverse. 
Examples of Types 1 and 2 have been published in 
CEC II, fig. 67, 263-4. Type 3 examples at 
Colchester were from a late Roman context and this 
accords with an example from a fourth-century 
context at York. Type 3 can probably be seen as the 
forerunner of Anglo-Saxon piano-convex counters 
(N. Crummy 1983, 91; MacGregor 1978, 33), whilst 
Types 1 and 2 are common in contexts throughout 
the Roman period. On sites in Cirencester where 
Types 1 and 2 occur in the same assemblage, notably 
St. Michael's Field and the Bath Gate cemetery, each 
is equally represented with no observable numerical 
bias. 
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Of the glass counters, all but three of them were 
round, flat-bottomed convex blobs of glass, 
commonly encountered on Roman sites in first and 
second-century contexts. The type is illustrated in 
CEC I, fig. 94, 94; CEC 11, .fig. 69, 310. Colours 
include black (30), dark blue (4), pale blue (l), white 
(9), olive green (l ), and white with insets of blue and 
red (1), the latter an uncommon find on early Roman 
sites. Two counters were fashioned from roughly 
chipped circles of bottle glass, while the third oddity 
comprised a fragment of millefiori glass (CEC Ill, 
240, no. 15). 

Analysis of counters recovered from excavations 
at Blake Street, York (Cool et al. 1995, 1553~6) 
suggests that glass counters may have been 
commoner than bone ones in the first and early 
second centuries and that their use had declined 
significantly in comparison with that of bone 
counters by the later second century. Pieces could 
have been used solely as gaming pieces, or have had 
a variety of functions, for example as counting aids 
in simple calculations. Price in discussing the 
counters and gaming pieces from Usk (1995, 
128-130) suggests that, in the military levels from 
the site, the counters are most likely to have had a 
function in one of the many board games favoured by 
the Romans, and their absence in later periods may 
reflect the fact that such games were less popular 
with native Britons, lacking the essential 
Mediterranean cultural background of the 
first-century legionary. 

Fired clay roundels which may have functioned as 
counters were limited in number with six identified 
in the excavations at Leaholme with diameters 
varying from 15-60mm. The largest, bearing in mind 
its size, may have served as a. pot cover. 

To accompany the counters, five bone dice were 
recovered, four from St. Michael's Field and a 

· previously published dice from an early level at 
Leaholme (CEC I, fig. 30, 73). The latter illustrated 
example reflects the style and quality of the others: 
the numerals marked with ring-and-dot motifs, and 
opposite sides totalling seven. A common form, the 
Leaholme example is one of the earliest recorded. 
Parallels from Caerleon (Greep 1986b, 211) occur in 
Drain Group 4, dated c.l60-230, while examples 
'from ColChester (N. Crummy 1983, fig. I 02, 
2500-06)and 9 Blake Street, York (Cool et al.l995, 
1556) suggest dates. in the fourth m fifth centuries. 
There is no indication of how many gaming-sets 
these counters might represent, and only one 'board' 
is suggested by the survival of a limestone slab with 
scored lines to create a chequer-board effect at St. 
Michael's Field. 

Objects Employed In Weighing And 
Measuring 
The commercial activity of the town with trade in 
local produce, imported goods and locally 
manufactured· items is represented in the 
archaeological record by the survival of a number of 
ru:tefacts employed in weighing and measuring. 

The weighing of goods is attested by the survival 

of three fragments from steelyards. One fragment 
previously published (CEC Ill, fig. 81, 73) from The 
Beeches, was identified on the basis of its 
comparison with an example from York (MacGregor 
1978, fig. 21, 289). The arm of the second was 
excavated in the Bath Gate cemetery (CEC 11, fig. 56, 
83), with grooves on one side to represent pounds, 
librae (327A5gm), and on the other ounces, unciae 
(27.29gm). The third survives with a suspension 
hook still in place (Fig. 194, 56). Steelyards, as 
opposed to beam balances, were made with arms of 
unequal length. Their use is well explained by Nina 
Crummy in illustrating a complete steelyard 
recovered from the floor of a building at Balkerne 
Lane, Colchester, destroyed in A.D. 60/1 (N. 
Crummy 1983, · fig. I 04, 2508). The pan was 
suspended from the very end of the thick part of the 
arm, and the counterweight moved along the points 
of the graduated scale · until equilibrium . was 
achieved. Two suspension hooks provided tw.o 
different fulcra, each with a corr~sponding ·SCale 
marked on the arm. It is unfortunate that the arm 
does not survive in the Cirencester example from the 
Verulamium Gate, and the evidence is lacking for the 
divisions into Iibra, uncia and semis. 

Weights are known in a variety of materials, 
shapes and measure. Most appro~imate ortly very 
loosely to the standard Roman units. of weight, 
probably as a result of damage and c;orrosion, but in 
some instances it may have been a deliberate 
deception or the result of an inability to standardise 
units of weight (see . Manning . 1995, 205-7). 
Examples published in CEC I, fig. 33, 81; CEC 11, 
fig. 56, 83; and CEC Ill,. fig. 81, 74,. fig. 88, 
I 020-1 023 are representative of the range. In total 
fifteen have been ·recorded from excavations, with a 
notable absence ._in the St. . Michaers . Fi~ld 
assemblage, compared with five from The Beeches 
and two each from Leaholme and the Police Station. 
The larger examples may have been used as 
plumb-bobs, and will therefore be connec;ted with 
building work. . .. 

The absence of weighing equipment from St. 
Michael's Field is compensated for by the surviva) of 
a fine example of a folding foot rule, an object which 
implies the need for a high degree of precision (Fig. 
194, 57). An· example· from. London, from the 
western edge of the Walbrook valley, in Princes 
Street, adjoining the Bank ofEngland (LRT 1930, 
83, fig. 21, I (29.94)) illustrates the principle and can 
be compared·with the rule from Cirencester.. Hinged 
in the centre, of two equal arms, the foot rul~ when 
extended was kept rigid by a catch locking on to two 
studs: Small dots on three of the sides subdivide the 
length into sixteenths (digiti), twelfths (unciae)·and 
fourths '(palmi). The normal Roman foot measured 
296mm and was adopted under . Greek influence, 
whereas the early Italic foot had only. measured 
278mni. The subdivisions of the rule, therefore, 
represent two units of measurement: first, the Greek, 
based on the digitus, which was one quarter of a 
palma, and one-sixteenth of a pes, or foot; secondly, 
the Italian, based on the uncia or one.-twelfth of a 
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foot, the precursor of the modern inch. A very close 
parallel has recently been published from Usk (J. 
Webster 1995, 243, fig. 74, 3) from a pre-Flavian 
context. 

Objects Used For Or Associated With Written 
Communications 
Objects connected with writing and written 
documents are represented by the survival of 
seventeen styli and nine seal boxes. Soil conditions 
have prohibited the survival of perishable items such 
as wooden writing tablets and wax seals. For a 
discussion of the principal forms of styli see 
Manning (1985, 85). 

The small collection of seal boxes is worthy of 
special note. Of the nine, two share an exact design, 
each having a separately cast figure of a stylized 
eagle riveted into the centre (CEC I, 93, fig. 26, 28; 
and Site DKII 6: not illustrated). A similar example 
from a Period 2 context at 9 Blake Street, York (Cool 
et al. 1995, 1550, fig. 727, 6341) is dated 
c.71/79-c.100; with others recorded from 
Richborough, the Walbrook, London, and Old 
Penrith, Cumbria. J. Webster (1995, 136-8) in 
discussing seal boxes from Usk notes the 
comparison in size, appearance and significance that 
decorative motifs such as the boar, eagle and 
imperial portraits on seal boxes have with the 
commemorative repousse medallions thought to 
have been distributed among the military as 
propaganda gifts on official occasions. This is 
speculative and, pending further research, any 
significance to be attached to the motif chosen for 
seal-box lids is perhaps as much a symbol of loyalty 
to the Legion and its Standard as of decorative 
significance. 

Two others bear individual designs of some merit 
(Fig. 194, 58), with only one enamelled example. 
Enamelled varieties date to the second or third 
century, and probably ceased to be manufactured in 
the late third century (N. Crummy 1983, 103 quoting 
Henderson 1949, 124). The remainder of the tally 
comprises bases only. 

The find spots are concentrated in an area close to 
the centre ofthe Roman town (four in St. Michael's 
Field, two from Leaholme, and one each from the 
Sites ARIS, DA and DB), of which only one site, 
Leaholme, has produced both seal boxes and styli. 
Interestingly the greatest numerical concentration of 
iron styli is the Bath Gate cemetery where twelve are 
recorded (CEC 11, fig. 59). The poor survival of iron 
in general may account for the difficultly of 
identifying others, particularly in St. Michael's Field 
where their recovery might be expected. An 
alternative may be seen in the suggestion mooted 
elsewhere (CEC 11, 112; Esmonde Cleary 1987) that 
the material from the cemetery area represents 
rubbish removed from the town centre in the course 
of redevelopment and refurbishment. It might be 
suspected that seal boxes held more value as objects 
in their own right and were not treated as casual 
losses but were retrieved, whereas iron styli were not 
accorded such a high status. 

Objects Associated With Transport 
The distinction between cavalry and civilian harness 
is not always readily appreciable, and all items 
included within this category are considered in the 
broader sphere as items associated with transport in 
general. The group therefore includes harness for 
ridden and driven animals and cart fittings such as 
linchpins. The multi-functional items such as 
split-pins, chains, bit links and nails would all have 
had a functional use but context and association are 
lacking preventing categorisation. These general 
caveats apply to iron objects more particularly, 
whilst the more obvious cavalry items in copper 
alloy such as terrets and pendants are distinguishable 
and therefore reported in the section describing 
military equipment (see p305). 

Iron bridles have been recognised in assemblages 
from the Bath Gate cemetery and The Beeches (CEC 
11, fig. 60, 131-2; CEC Ill, 82, 158). Of the bone 
cheekpieces recovered, the example illustrated in 
CEC I, fig. 30, 70 provides a good representation of 
the bone form of this class of object. A variant is 
perhaps present in bone from an adjacent site (Fig. 
194, 59). For use with a leather bit, this type of 
cheekpiece was designed to lie outside the horse's 
mouth against the cheek to prevent the bit from 
sliding through the mouth. An example from 
Colchester comes from a mid to late first-century 
context (N. Crummy 1983, fig. 109, 2538). 

In his study of ironwork, William Manning has 
identified two basic types of lynch-pin: 
crescentic-headed, and spatulate-headed (Manning 
1985). Both can be further sub-divided based on the 
presence or absence of a loop on the head and its 
form: (a) without a loop, (b) with a 'turned-over' 
loop formed from the metal of the head itself, and (c) 
with a peg-loop and a leaf-shaped step above the 
head. Using his classification, Types 1 c and 2b are 
represented at Cirencester (Fig. 195, 60 - type 1 c; 
Fig. 195, 61 - type 2b ). 

Buildings And Services 
T. F. C. Blagg has written (1989, 21 0) 'The fact that 
Britain was Roman is demonstrated more obviously 
and permanently by its architecture than by any other 
aspect of its material culture.' The public buildings, 
providing the core functions of any town, such as the 
forum, baths, theatre, gateways and amphitheatre, 
would have reflected the prosperity and civic pride 
of its inhabitants. Monumental sculpture such as the 
decorated Corinthian capitals, columns and cornices 
recovered during the nineteenth century can be 
matched by a small group of stones recovered during 
the course of excavations from 1960 onwards. The 
most recent publication summarising the individual 
work of Drs Henig and Blagg (Henig 1993a) 
provides a useful reference point, and obviates the 
need to describe each piece in detail. 

The evidence for artistic taste can be found in the 
embellishment of town houses from the second 
century onwards specifically to compfement the 
mosaics and wall-plaster which are such an integral 
part of the houses in the town in the later Roman 
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period. Furnishings and ornamental fittings would 
have been set against decorative wall and floor inlays 
and opus secti/e of polished marbles and limestones. 
Fragments of exotic stones, imported from as far 
afield as southern Italy are recorded from St. 
Michael's Field and The Beeches, in association 
with more local limestones and sandstones, and 
Purbeck marble from Dorset. 

General services, such as the supply of water 
through pipes, is demonstrated at two sites where 
iron collars have been excavated, indicating short 
lengths at least of wooden pipes. Of-nine collars 
recorded from the pipeline found at the Verulamium 
Gate and Purley Road sites (p. 25), five survive 
tolerably well to iilustrate the short tubular form with. 
stop-ridge around the external mid-line. Pipelines, 
marked by collars, have been found at a number of 
sites including Silchester and Verulamium, with 
individual collars from Caerwent and Wroxeter. 
Usually the collars approximate to one of two 
standard diameters averaging c.87mm and I1 Omm 
(Manning I976, 40). 

Locks and keys are represented by most of the 
standard types illustrated by Manning (1976). Their 
use presumably reflects a culture which was 
accustomed to security, and one also which was 
wealthy enough to demand such levels of protection. 
The commonest type of key on Romano-British 
sites, the L-shaped lift-key, operated a basic form of 
lock, with the slide-key providing a more 
sophisticated mechanism. The larger keys in the 
assemblage would have opened doors and 
cupboards, whilst the smaller ones, particularly the 
finger-ring keys, would have fitted boxes or chests. 
The full range of structural fittings to be expected 
within the construction industry are present: hinges, 
wall hooks and clamps, wall ties, spikes and 
ring-headed pins, T- and L-clamps,joiner's dogs and 
nails. All are iilustrated in number in the Bath Gate 
cemetery assemblage (CEC 11). 

Objects Associated With Agriculture, 
Horticulture And Animal Husbandry 
Objects within this category could be expected to be 
under-represented. in the archaeological record 
within the town. One of the singular objects 
recovered from The Beeches site was an iron coulter 
(CEC Ill, fig. 83), leading to widespread discussion 
ofthe possible function of the group of buildings on 
the periphery of the town: Villae in urbibus?, or 
accommodation for farm bailiffs and workers 
enjoying the protection of life within the town's 
defences whilst farming the land immediately 
outside. 

Analysis of animal bone. deposits, particularly 
from The Beeches and St. Michael's Field, has 
provided a broad overview of the animal husbandry 
associated with the local economy (p. 352). From an 
artefactual viewpoint, the range of objects indicative 
of horticulture and animal rearing is limited to· the 
survival of ox-goads, spade irons and ferrules. The 
processing of the produce, both animal and fauna!, 
leaves a more tangible focus in the form of shears, 

spindle whorls, weaving tablets and needles for 
spinning and weaving textiles, knives and cleavers 
for butchery, food vessels for cooking and serving of 
food, knives and needles for leather-working etc. 

Military Equipment 
by John Miles Paddock 

It is some years since Or Graham Webster (CEC I, 
I 09-I7) reviewed the evidence for the presence of 
the Roman Army in Corinium; in. the interim a 
considerable body of new data relating to this 
military presence has come to light. This fact, taken 
in conjunction with the extensive and widespread 
re-interpretation of the material evidence for the 
Roman army, in particular the ·work by Dr Mike 
Bishop ( I988), has provided more firmly-fixed 
typological groupings and closer dating of such 
material. In his survey Webster .excluded much of 
the third century and all the fourth-century·military 
equipment from the town and included items now 
judged not to be military (CEC I, fig. 36, I 02-I 03; 
fig. 37, I04-I07, J 13; fig.40, 132 and 135) and in 
some cases not even Roman (including sixteenth artd 
seventeenth-century dress fittings: CEC I; fig. 37, 
III-I2; fig. 38, I23-I25). ·A re-appraisal of the role 
and presence of the Roman Army in and .around 
Corinium is therefore overdue. · 

The evidence for the early occupation of Corinium 
has been published in CEC I, and .· recently 
summarised by Darvill and. Holbrook (1994). 
Occupation of the site by a whole or part of an 
auxiliary cavalry unit or units between the ·years 
c.50/55 arid 65/70 is suggested. Their contention is 
confirmed by nineteenth-century discoveries of the 
tombstones of Genialis and Dannicus, from the Ala 
Thracum and the. Ala Indiana. respectively, in the 
Watermoor area of the town (CEC I, 67-7I), and this 
contention must remain \basically unchcillenged. 
However it should be pointed out that the evidence 
for the size and shape of the Leaholme fort (CEC I) is 
far from convincing (see:above p. I8). Evidence for 
a legionary force at Cirencester is at present weak 
since · the three fragments of. lorica segmentata 
fittings; one buckle and two cuirass hookst from the 
excavations at Leaholme (CEC I, fig. 27, 36 and fig. 
38, 120: the other cuirass hook was not· illustrated 
but was found in DMI I9) and one unprovenanced 
hinged buckle from the town (Corinium Museum 
C450/3) hardly constitute sufficient evidence for-this 
hypothesis .. This so-called legionary material·can be 
accounted for in a · number of different. ways, 
including chance loss by troops in transit, or the 
presence of auxiliary infantry ·if Maxfield's (1986) 
contention that the use of the lorica segment at a was 
not exclusive to the legions is correct. However; as 
Coulston (1988a) . has suggested, , it . might 
alternatively constitute evidence for .legionary 
involvement in the construction of auxiliary forts, 
here the Leaholme fort. Any.ofthese may also be·the 
context .for ·the quantity of other -unprovenanced 
first-century equipment ·that has· no place in the 
cavalryman's panoply, nameJy-,·.a riumber of apron 



306 CIRENCESTER EXCAVATIONS V 

strap-ends (Corinium Museum C63, C151 and 
1978/188/68/6). The only provenanced item in this 
group is a white metal plated strap-end (Corinium 
Museum 1990175) found in the dumping layers in 
the amphitheatre area. 

There is therefore a considerable and consistent 
body of material evidence to indicate that a mounted 
garrison was established in Corinium between the 
years 50 to 65. That Roman cavalry forces were 
operating in the Corinium area at this period is 
further demonstrated by the find of a Flavian cavalry 
strap-mount (Trow 1988), of Bishop type 6c, 
(Corinium Museum 1982/41/1) from the Ditches site 
at Woodmancote five miles to the north-east of the 
town. The earliest pieces of horse harness from 
Cirencester, which belong typologically to the 
Tibero-Claudian period, are sadly unprovenanced 
and come from the antiquarian parts of the 
collections housed in the Corinium Museum. Most 
of the evidence for this early military phase of 
Corinium's history comes from the excavations 
carried out by Wacher and McWhirr (CEC I). In 
addition the Leaholme and Chester Street 
excavations have produced two other items of 
cavalry equipment, namely cavalry harness 
strap-junction loops, which serve once more to 
confirm the presence of a cavalry garrison. The first, 
a double spectacle type (Fig. 195, 68) (Bishop Type 
3c) is possibly ofNeronian date and falls neatly into 
this picture, however, the second (Fig. 195, 69; 
Bishop type 7c) dates to the early second century 
considerably later than the early Flavian date for the 
abandonment of the fort at Leaholme. A military 
presence in the second century indicated by this find 
is further confirmed by finds of strap-ends and other 
fittings of that date. It is possible that the context for 
these finds is the building of the town gates in the 
second century (Frere 1987, 241-2). 

The presence of third-century open-work studs 
(Corinium Museum C301 and CEC Ill, fig. 80, 52), 
a pendant (Corinium Museum B639), a scabbard 
chape (Corinium Museum C145) and slide 
(Corinium Museum C84), a bone buckle (Corinium 
Museum C715) and a fragment of a pierced 
belt-plate from St. Michael's Field, (Fig. 195, 65), 
clearly demonstrate that the town shared in a 
phenomenon common to many other civitas capitals, 
the presence of substantial numbers of troops in the 
third century. Finds of this nature are not confined to 
any one class of site but are to be found in all levels 
of civilian settlement. What then does this material 
denote? Does it relate, as Bishop (1991) suggests, to 
the presence of troops associated with the building of 
defensive circuits around- the towns of Roman 
Britain at the end of the second century and in the 
early years of the third century, or does it denote the 
presence of detached soldiers with specialist duties 
i.e. beneficarii? The latter would, as Bishop points 
out, only ever have been a handful of men and the 
amount of equipment recovered is likely to be 
inconsistent with this hypothesis. Bishop concludes 
that there is a strong case for the presence of Roman 
troops in the towns of Roman Britain during the 

second and third centuries but as to their numbers or 
in what capacity he is unsure. 

The presence of so much third-century equipment 
in Corinium raises the question of whether such 
material was manufactured in the town. Certainly 
the open belt-plate from the Bath Gate cemetery 
adjacent to the amphitheatre (Site CS; CEC I, fig. 38, 
126) would suggest this. Indeed this is apparently 
confirmed by a mid-fourth-century belt-buckle from 
Price's Row (Site DA; p. 229), of Hawkes and 
Dunning's type IIA, which is clearly unfinished and 
may indeed be a failed casting (Fig. 195, 63). Whilst 
Bishop dismisses Macmullen's (1960) and 
Oldenstein's (1985) view that equipment for the 
army was being manufactured in towns remote from 
the frontier zone, it is hard to see these two pieces in 
any other context. Whatever the reason for the 
presence of see9nd and third-century military 
equipment, it pales into insignificance against the 
large assemblage of the of fourth-century military 
items from the town and its environs. 

After London, Cirencester has the largest 
assemblage of fourth-century military equipment 
found in any urban area of Roman Britain. The 
fourth-century material from the town consists of 
the following: a Hawkes and Dunning type lA 
buckle (Corinium Museum 1978/188/1/1), four 
Hawkes and Dunning type IB Buckles (CEC Ill, fig. 
80, 62, Corinium Museum C291, C281 and C284), 
a decorated type IB belt-plate (Corinium Museum 
B376), two Hawkes and Dunning type IIA 
belt-plates (Corinium Museum A366 from the 1956 
excavation in Querns Lane and CEC III, fig. 80, 
70), a Hawkes and Dunning type IliA buckle 
(Corinium Museum B213), a triangular 'kidney 
loop' buckle (Corinium Museum B430), three 
Tortworth strap-ends (Corinium Museum B453, 
B679, C 11 0), a rosette-loop and ring fitting 
(Corinium Museum A309/15), a tubular belt-end, 
(Corinium Museum C458/2), two lancet strap-ends 
(CEC Ill, fig. 80, 68-9) and part of a plumbata 
(Corinium Museum C 1 052; Barford 1988). Indeed 
when the rural distribution around the town is 
plotted (Corney and Griffiths pers. comm. and 
Britannia forthcoming) Cirencester appears to be 
the centre of the largest distribution of this type of 
equipment in Roman Britain. Whether Corinium 
was a centre of distribution or manufacture it is 
impossible to say, but the find of the unfinished IIA 
buckle from Price's Row, mentioned above, might 
indicate the latter. 

Finds of so much fourth-century equipment, in 
particular belt fittings, raises the perennial question 
of whether these represent the presence of civil 
servants or comitatenses (field army) units within the 
town. However the preponderance of such finds 
must reflect the status of Corinium as a provincial 
capital, regardless of whether they represent civil 
servants or soldiers. The former seems unlikely and 
as yet no one has been able to make a convincing 
case for the widespread adoption of the cingulum 
militiae by civil servants (Clarke 1979). Surely a 
provincial capital is a logical place to billet units of 
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the comitatenses and fits comfortably with evidence 
from the continent and the eastern empire. 

The majority of the surviving evidence takes the 
form of belt fittings, many of which date to the first 
half of the fourth century. However there is· a 
considera~le body of surviving material dating from 
after 350 indicating a continued military presence in 
the town. The fragments of two amphora-shaped 
strap-ends (Fig, 195, 66-7) were found during the St. 
Michael's Field and the Police Station excavations. 
Scholars give these a very late date, Simpson (1976) 
suggests that they were only produced in a small 
number of workshops as indicated by their uniformity 
of design. This form of strap-end occurs .in all the 
frontier regions of the later western . empire and the 
coin associations of the Danube examples point to a 
date range from Magnentius and Constantius 11 to 
Valens and Valentinian, i.e. c.350-67. Likewise the 
three Tortworth strap-ends, the rosette-loop and ring 
fitting, the tubular belt-end and two lancet strap-ends 
most scholars would date to the second half of the 
fourth century; however these are all unfortunately 
unprovenanced. In addition there are six buckles ·and 
belt-plates ·of Hawkes and Dunning's type IB, 
including one from the latest Roman street surface at 
Verulamium Gate, and the triangular 'kidney loop' 
buckle of type IliA. All of this material is always 
associated with the military· and dated by scholars to 
the period after the 370s. This therefore gives a very 
clear indiCation that there was a continued· military 
presence in Corinium to the very end of the Roman 
occupation of Britain. 

Objects Associated With Religious Beliefs Arid 
Practices ' ' 
Religion and ritual played a fundamental part in the 
life of the town, and it is perhaps surprising, 
therefore, that it has left so little' material trace except 

· in the form of sculptures and dedications. With a few 
notable ·exceptions, major new · discoveries of 
sculpture have been surprisingly few in the last thirty 
years given the scale of archaeological excavation. 
The most recent survey by Henig ( 1993a) has 
highlighted the extensive and rich corpus of Roman 
art which survives in the Cotswolds, ·with 
Cirencester providing a broad spectrum of styles and 
subjects. The sculpture in the ·main is of great 
accomplishment, undertaken by local artists 
committed to their craft and probably working in 
studios in the town, following an established local 
tradition. Henig believes that the cache of sculpture 
discovered at Ashcroft in 1897 is suggestive of a 
shrine rather than a workshop, although there is a 
tantalising link with Sulinus who is recorded as a 
scultor· in Bath (Henig 1995, Ill). It is not possible 
to date · the sculpture from Cirencester and the 
Cotswolds at all closely, although it ·could be argued 
that most of the surviving pieces probably date to the 
later civilian use of the site. · 

Mercury was pre-eminent. among the deities 
venerated in Britain and there are · eight 
r~presentations in stone from Cirencester (Henig 
1993a). Excavations on the site of the Bath Gate, 

revealed a portion of ;a monumental figure of 
Mercury, deeply cut and wearing a floppy petasos 
(Henig 1993a, no. 69); Most· of the sculpture in 
Britain would have been carved by native sculptors, 
but the craftsmanship often matches the skill and 
repertoire ofltalian scultores. Carvings of the quality 
of the Ashcroft matres and the Uley Mercury were an 
obvious way for wealthy inhabitants to express their 
patronage by commissioning sculpture for display in 
public places, or at the entrances to the town, and 
with altars set up beside roads and streets. 

Religion in the home was no less an. important 
facet of life; and a number of renditions of both 
Roman and native gods and goddesses have been 
recognised in the course of excavations. The statue 
ofFortuna (CEC Ill, figs. 90-1; Henig 1993a, no. 24) 
is perhaps the most classical in style when compared 
with the crude fragment of a seated MotherGoddess 
found outside the Bath Gate (CEC 11, fiche 2/5 E06, 
E I 0, fig. 73; Henig 1993a, no. 121 ). Other excavated 
material includes the group of sculptures . from 
Price's Row comprising an eagle, a fragment of a 
human arm, and ·three cucullati with a Mother 
Goddess (Henig 1993a, no. 103); and from the area 
of the Police Station, three cucul/ati with a seated 
Mother Goddess (Henig 1993a, no. 101 ). 
. On a more personal level, a high proportion of 
devices on gemstones are religious, and the wearing 
of a divine figure ensured that the god was with the 
wearer. In a romanized home, the centre for religious 
activity would have been the lararium, containing 
figures of the lares and other deities, ·Set within a 
niche, perhaps as elaborate as the shell-canopy 
discovered at Leaholme (not in Henig 1993a), or 
within the enigmatic fluted tile· niche recovered from 
St. Michael's Field (Fig. 196,. 75). 

Portable religious figurines of . note include 
fragments from two Venus pipeclay figurines·(Sites 
CR and 1980/137, not illustrated). Such .figurines 
were manufactured in the Allier region of Central 
Gaul and at Cologne jn the firsf and second 
centuries, and are not uncommon finds on military 
sites (M. Green 1978;16-17, pi. 36-8, 41). They are 
commonly interpreted as representations of a Celtic 
'mother goddess', serVing as fertility symbols or 
perhaps to bring good luck in childbirth. 

Objects And Waste Material Associated With· 
Metal~ Working 
by Justine Bayley · 

Excavations within the town have produced· small 
quantities of· evidence for the working of many 
different metals. In most cases this is not unexpected 
as manufacturing; on a craft or industrial scale, was 
one· of the activities carried out in most Roman 
towns. Gold-working is relatively rate, so the 
quantity of finds here, from a number of sites, is 
unusual though not unique. 

The evidence for iron-working comprises a total Of 
about 20kg of smithing slags from the basilica (Site 
AD), the possible macellum (AK, AL), shops in 
insula V (AF, "AG, AH), ~insula VI (AE, BC, DM, 
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OK, DQ, OH, DG, ON) and The Beeches houses 
(insula Xll.1-3). It must be remembered that slag has 
also frequently been recorded from other sites, 
although the material was not retained for further 
study. The quantities are not sufficient to suggest 
blacksmithing was necessarily carried out on these 
sites, rather that the debris was an accidental 
inclusion in fills and rubbish deposits. The nature of 
the finds, which include a high proportion of 
smithing-hearth bottoms, suggest either selectivity in 
what was retained from the excavations (which was 
quite likely at the date they were carried out) or the 
transport of the slag a significant distance from 
where it was produced, as this too favours the larger 
and more robust pieces. 

The evidence for lead-working comprises 12.4kg of 
scrap and waste metal, mainly from the basilica (AD), 
but also from the possible macellum (AK, AL), insula 
V (AF, AG, AH) and insula VI (AE, DG, OH, OK, 
DL, OM, DQ). The waste comprises solidified 
spillages of molten metal, and the scrap mainly 
offcuts of sheet metal. The spillages could have been 
produced if, for example, molten metal was being cast 
into sheets, which were then cut up and trimmed for 
use in the construction or repair of buildings. The 
offcuts show a range of thicknesses, up to 8mm, 
suggesting a variety of uses for the sheet metal. 

The only evidence for copper-alloy working is a 
few fragments of crucibles (Table 15) and metal 
droplets. Alloys were therefore being cast, but there 
is no evidence to suggest whether this was directly 
into objects or into bar ingots that would then be 
wrought into shape. 

The excavations have produced four crucibles used 
to melt gold (Table 15). Three of these vessels were 
not used in their original form, but had been cut 
vertically in half to give a ~hallow vessel in which 
small amounts of gold filings and offcuts were melted 
(Fig. 196, 76). The heating was directed from above, 
almost certainly by a fine blowpipe which would have 
given much more control than placing a crucible into 
a fire. The original form of the vessels, a beaker with a 
semi-pedestal base and a beaded rim, is common 
among Roman crucibles (Bayley 1988, fig. 5, 4). 
Crucibles of this form and size used for gold-working 
have also been found at Chester (Bayley 1983) and 
York (Budd 1987), and in both cases it is likely that 
they were used in the same way as those from 
Cirencester. Other evidence for gold-working has 
recently been reviewed by Bayley ( 1992). 

CATALOGUE OF ROMAN CRUCIBLES FROM 
CIRENCESTER (Table 15) 
1. A rim sherd from a relatively large, thick-walled 
vessel of a form which is not common among 
Roman crucibles; it was probably used to melt brass. 
2. A small, thin-walled body sherd; only copper was 
detected by XRF and this may have been the metal 
melted. 
3. A rim sherd with an internal diameter of about 
2.5cm. The inner surface was covered by a 
continuous vitreous layer in which were trapped 
metal droplets. Analysis suggests the metal being 
melted was brass (Cu + Zn) though small amounts of 
tin and lead were also detected. 
4. The base of a small beaker-type vessel; the form is 
commonly used as a crucible, especially in the later 
first-second century (e.g. Bayley 1988, fig. 5, 4 ). The 
massive metal-rich deposit inside indicates leaded 
bronze was melted. 
5. Published CEC Ill, 131. 
6. A rim sherd with an internal diameter of2.5-3cm. 
Both surfaces showed slight vitrification and in the 
inner glassy layer were trapped a few tiny droplets of 
gold, suggesting that this was the metal being melted. 
7. A small rim sherd, probably from a flattish, 
disc-shaped crucible. The thick (1 mm) vitreous layer 
was black in colour and contained many droplets of 
gold. It lay on the upper/inner surface of the crucible. 
8. Part of a vessel similar to no. 4, but it had been cut 
in half, both vertically and horizontally, before use. 
The resulting basal quarter had been laid on its side 
and gold, probably in the form of filings, scrapings 
or tiny offcuts, melted with the aid of a blowpipe. 
The vitrification appears a uniform olive green and 
its thickness, on the inside and cut edges rather than 
on the outside as is usual, suggests the use of some 
sort of flux; the colour is due to traces of iron. In the 
centre of the vitreous layer is a circular depression 
12mm across where the molten gold solidified. It 
was removed to be reused, but trapped in the 
surrounding glassy layer are hundreds of 
sub-millimetre gold droplets which indicate the 
metal melted (Fig. 196, 76). 
9. Very similar to no. 8. The cut vessel had been used 
on its side and the interior had pools of almost 
colourless vitrification and a trapped gold droplet. 
10. A rim sherd of about 3cm internal diameter. This 
was probably made as a crucible but shows no sign 
of having been used as such. 

TABLE 15: ROMAN CRUCIBLES RECOVERED FROM CIRENCESTER 

Elements Insula/ Comments Date Context 
Detected Building 

I. Cu Zn VI extra outer layer r-t DHXIV 
2. Cu VI mid C4+ DLIII 6 
3. Cu Zn Vl.2 mid C2-eC3 BCII 18 
4. Cu Pb Sn Zn VI extra outer layer C3-C4 DQ 11 
5. Cu Sn Zn Pb XII.2 Mid-late C4 DXVIII 9 
6. Au Vl.2 mid C2-eC3 BCII 16 
7. Au Vl.2 mid C2-eC3 BCII 18 
8. Au VI r-t DLVI56 
9. Au li late C2 AMIII 14 

10. ? Vl.2 mid C2-eC3 BCII 16 



THE FINDS EVIDENCE 309 

GENERAL DISCUSSION 

The first section of this chapter has sought to 
complete the catalogue of artefact types recovered 
during excavations since 1960, with the major 
emphasis placed on the artefact as a single entity 
within broad functional categories. This second 
section seeks to set the totality of finds within a 
broad overview, and to assess and discuss the range 
and scale of activities which took place, in different 
areas of the town and at different periods. A short 
final section compares the data from Corinium with 
similar assemblages from other towns. 

The assemblage provides an opportunity to 
analyse the nature of the activities being carried out 
on individual sites, to note changes through time, to 
set these smaller activity-centres within the broader 
perspective of the town as a whole, and on the 
broadest scale to view the town in its local and 
regional setting. These attempts to explore 
variations in the town, temporally, socially and 
spatially are hampered by a number of factors 
which are discussed more fully elsewhere. The 
excavation strategy in . the period 1960-1980 was 
one of response to building development rather than 
one of controlled aSsessment; work at the 
amphitheatre came closest to a research excavation. 
Site selection was unbalanced spatially: only 7% of 
the town was examined archaeologically, 
predominantly in an area bordering the west-east 
line Of Lewis Lane (Darvill and Gerrard 1994, 39). 
Individual excavations within the town, with the 
exception ofLeaholme, St. Michael's Field and The 
Beeches, were of limited extent, reducing the 
potential for detailed spatial ·and chronological 
study of individual sites. In many instances 
excavation to natural ground level was prohibited, 
unfeas'ible, or never achieved given the ca:ll on 
resources, time limits imposed by excavations 
confined to easter and summer university vacations, 
and development controls. 

The approach adopted Jays itself open to a 
number of criticisms. Treat~d as they have been, the 
finds are not presented alongside the contexts, 
structures and . sites to which they belong; the 
groupings and associations' which would be 
observable from detailed ·and close ·analysis of 
stratified groups is denied (and in a number of 
cases, given the nature of the surviving record, 
would have been impossible). However, the 
collection as a whole provides a sufficient database 
to enable a number of deductions and observations 
to be made. It was felt, however, that the data; given 
the wide variations in retrieval and sampling, did 
not merit the full application of sophisticated 
analytical techniques such as Contingency Tables 
and Correspondence Analysis recently adopted in 
the study of finds assemblages, for example at 
Winchester (Barclay et al. 1990) and York (Cool et. 
al. 1995). The caveats which deter such techniq'ues, · 
particularly when dealing with 'backlog' sites, or 
excavations undertaken in the 1960s and early 
1970s, have been recently outlined by Cool (1998) 

imd Barclay et al. (1990, 45). The presentation of 
the data does, however, benefit from adopting the 
structure· required in preliminary analysis of the 
data-set for Such techniques, and facilitates 
comparison with finds assemblages from other 
sites. 

It is important to consider the factors affecting the 
deposition of finds, and the problems inherent in 
the use of artefacts as dating evidence. The three 
most readily accessible groups of evidence 
available to construct a chronology are coins, 
pottery and small-finds, the latter being the least 
reliable of the three. Too many unknown factors, 
including accidental loss,· redeposition, continued 
use beyond jloruitlfashion, and heirloom survival, 
when combined. with functional 'fulfilment' and 
stylistic inertia, create a plethora of caveats to deter 
meaningful conclusions being drawn from the data. 
The rarity of a particular object, the sentimental or 
monetary value assigned to a specific object by its 
owner/loser, the site; conditions affecting survival 
of inorganic remains, and the merit or otherwise of 
recycling or reusing a broken object are all factors , 
which have a bearing on the recovery of objects. 
However, an attempt must be made, and tl).ree basic 
assumptions accepted: 'all finds within a particular 
category have an equal chance of entering the 
archaeological record ... artefacts within particular 
categories are not disposed ofin a selective way and 
that at any one time they all have equal ··chance of 
entering the archaeological record' (Cool et al. 
1995, 1626-47): . 

Table 16 relates functional groups·to site groups. 
The site groupings for Cirencester are those adopted 
in the coin discussion (p. 24 7) with the exclusion of 
Group 1: Corinium Museum Collection. . The 
small-finds within this data-set include all those 
which can be readily and speedily assigned ·to ·a 
specific functional · category_. The initial finds 
analysis was undertaken in the period 197 5-1983, 
whilst this chapter was written in f995-6. With the 
exception of those selected for illustration, ·none of 
the finds has been· re-examined, and the following 
data have been compiled solely· with reference to 
notes and records compiled in 197 5~ 1983: This 
work, therefore, pre-dates the great corpus which is 
N. Crummy 1983. All fragments and incomplete cir 
unrecognisable objects have been excluded from this 
analysis. · · · · 

All finds from all excavations have been studied 
as a single group. Due to the difficulties in 
producing phased assessments for individual sites, 
the quantification includes material from both 
stratified and unstratified contexts. Detailed 
analysis in conjunction with phased groups has not 
been viable. 

The functional groups (Table 16, columns 1-15) 
are detailed overleaf: 
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I. Personal ornaments and equipment 8. Objects associated with transport 
2. Toilet, surgical or pharmaceutical 9. Buildings and services 

instruments 10. Tools 
3. Objects used in the manufacture or working 11. Fasteners and fittings 

of textiles 12. Objects associated with agriculture, 
4. Household furniture and fittings horticulture and animal husbandry 
5. Objects associated with recreation 13. Military equipment 
6. Objects employed in weighing and 14. Objects associated with religious beliefs 

measuring and practices 
7. Objects used for or associated with written 15. Objects and waste material associated with 

communications metal and bone-working 

TABLE 16: TOTAL NUMBER OF SMALL-FINDS BY SITE GROUPINGS 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

I. Museum 
Not assessed 

2. Amphitheatre 
25 1 

% 57 2 

3. Cemetery 
401 9 8 42 20 18 

% 58 6 3 <I 3 

4. Defences 
33 3 6 2 3 

% 50 5 9 3 5 

5. St. Michael's Field 
222 22 23 20 47 42 

% 44 4 4 4 9 <I 8 

6. The Beeches 
108 8 8 20 6 5 5 

% 34 3 3 6 2 I 

7. Town Centre 
161 16 11 55 36 3 10 

% 44 4 3 15 10 <I 3 

8. 'Everything else' 
130 22 17 24 18 4 3 

% 43 7 6 8 6 <I 

Total Count 
1080 80 67 168 129 17 79 

% 47 4 3 7 6 <1 3 

The totals within each site group are as might be 
expected given the character and function of the 
groups. For instance, there is a relative paucity of 
finds from the amphitheatre and defences (Groups 
2 and 4 respectively) when compared with the high 
numbers recovered from the Bath Gate cemetery 
and St. Michael's Field (Groups 3 and 5 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 Total 

15 44 
2 34 2 2 

2 38 27 110 8 2 687 
<I 6 4 16 <1 <I 

2 2 5 2 3 65 
3 3 8 3 5 

7 108 2 7 502 
<1 21 <I I 

61 27 54 5 5 314 
19 8 17 <I <I 

4 3 41 4 8 4 6 363 
<I <I <I 11 <I 2 <I 2 

4 I I 12 46 2 4 4 301 
7 4 15 <I 

13 112 79 379 21 27 11 14 2276 
<I 5 3 17 <I I <I <I 

respectively). This is in part a reflection of the 
monument form, but the figures should also be 
seen in the light of the change in excavation 
techniques, the latter sites benefiting from 
larger-scale area excavation in the mid 1970s, 
compared with small-size but multiple trenches of 
the early 1960s. 
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Within each site grouping, objects of personal 
dress contribute between 34-58% of the total site 
assemblage. This proportion is consistent with 
other sites (see Table 17) where such objects have a 
similarly high rate of loss. Overall, 4 7% of the total 
assemblage is composed of brooches, pins, 
bracelets and similar items of personal adornment. 
Within the other functional groupings, numbers and 
percentages are consistent with what could be 
expected; for example, evidence for textile 
manufacture such as needles and spindle whorls is 
absent from the amphitheatre and defence sites, but 
present on all other sites. Tools associated with 
agriculture and animal husbandry have a 
distributional bias on sites on the periphery of the 
town centre and outside the defences. St. Michael's 
Field and other town-centre sites have a larger 
number of items associated with recreation and 
household fixtures and fittings. 

The character and nature of the activities taking 
place on each site is of relevance when assessing 
the overall figures. The high number of finds from 
the Bath Gate cemetery is of especial note when it is 
remembered that only a small proportion of the 
burials were accompanied by grave goods. The 
finds assemblage, when viewed from the point of 
view of the functional groups present on the site, 
covers the full range offunctional types. Objects of 
personal adornment are numerically significant, but 
it is the presence of household, domestic and 
agricultural objects which has led to the suggestion 
that rubbish collected from sites within the town 
centre was dumped in quarry pits prior to the 
expansion of the cemetery outside the Bath Gate 
(CEC 11). 

The finds illustrate the full range and diversity of 
functional types known from Roman Britain, with 
the exception of items of organic origin such as 
textile, wood or leather. The recovery of wooden 
and leather artefacts from City Bank in 1991 has 
redressed this imbalance to a degree. The overall 
quality of the collection is good with a number of 
exceptional items such as could be expected from 
the second largest town of Roman Britain. 
High-status objects of gold and silver are few in 
number, but the craftsmanship and quality of the 
materials used is presumably indicative of the 
wealth of certain individuals within the community. 

The development and increasing prosperity of the 
town is well demonstrated from its early beginnings 
as the vicus around the fort, through the formal town 
layout in the late first century to the obvious 
opulence of the fourth-century town, following a 
period of relative stagnation in the third century. 
This wealth is measured not only by the specialist 
firms providing luxury furnishings such as 
sculptures, mosaics and painted wall-plaster but also 
by the purchase of small luxury consumer items such 
as brooches, jewellery, cooking utensils and 
household furnishings. · 

The assemblage contributes to the definition of 
the culture of the town and its region. The contacts 
with other towns and countries, expressed in the 

range and quality of imported and tra,qed goods also 
serves as a reflection of the economic prosperity of 
the town, and its immediate hinterland, highlighting 
the fact that towns were consumers as well as 
producers. The precise range of traded goods is 
often less observable than with pottery studies, but 
sufficient to indicate international contacts with 
France, Germany and Italy, and regional contacts 
with Yorkshire for jet, Dorset for shale and Purbeck 
marble, the Forest of Dean for sandstone, and the 
south-west for brooches, copper, tin and Jead. 

In addition, the movement of goods as private and 
personal possessions of the army staff, new arrivals 
and settlers, travellers and · itinerant traders and 
administrators must be considered, especially in the 
first and second centuries. For example, note the 
striking similarity between the bone pinheads from 
St. Michael's Field and Caerleon (Fig. 188, 11). The 
close links with Bath, suggested by. the sculptor 
Sulinus, serve as a reminder that Corinium would. 
also have exported the trades and skills of its own 
townspeople, perhaps most universally recognisable 
in the work of the distinctive schools of mosaicists 
established in the town. 

The evidence from elsewhere demonstrates that 
most communities were capable of providing a 
range of specialist goods and services, and 
Corinium was no exception. With an emphasis on 
basic services, evidence for metal-working in both 
iron and copper alloys, goldsmithing, and 
blacksmithing exists to indicate the repairing of old 
items and the manufacture of new ones for sale and 
local trade. Crafts and trades such as bone-working, 
tanning, leather-working, weaving a,nd dye.ing, 
baking and milling, potting and glass-blowing have 
left little trace in the archaeological record, 
although their presence should be expected in a 
community as large and culturally diverse as that 
which Corinium must have supported. As well as 
supplying local needs, the markets would have 
attracted a wide range of itinerant craftsmen and 
merchants to supply goods and materials not readily 
available locally: whetstones, pewter, gold and 
silver items. 

The full range and diversity of services is 
detectable but not fully quantifiable given the small 
amount of artefactual data which survives. Th.e strip 
buildings which are commonly interpreted as the 
shops and workshops of resident traders and 
craftsmen form the strongest evidence, bordering 
insulae V and VI. Small ovens, and furnaces to the 
rear of the properties attest . to small-scale 
manufacture, of an implicit commercial nature. It 
must be remembered that many activities seldom 
leave debris, and the absence of recognisable 
evidence cannot be interpreted as proof of a 
non-specialist function. 

Table 17 has been compiled from a number of 
published sources to provide compani.tive data to set 
Cirencester in a wider context. The evolution and 
application of analytical methodologies · in 
small-finds studies in 'r'ecent years has facilitated the 
study of similarities and anomalies between sites, 
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although variations between reports preclude 
accurate statistical analysis, and any conclusions 
must remain subjective. The table format is based on 
work published by Ann Ellison (1987, 138-41) in 
assessing the Romano-British assemblage from 
Poundbury, Dorset. Where possible, similar 
functional groupings for material recovered from 
excavations at Kingscote, Glos. (discussed by Hilary 
Cool in Timby 1998) have been tabulated to provide 
additional comparanda to set against the data from 
Cirencester. 

The relative percentages of eight groups (personal 
dress and toilet; textile manufacture; household; 
recreation; writing; agricultural tools; tools and 
weapons; fittings) are listed for eight rural and 
urban sites. The sites chosen by Ellison 
encompassed rural sites at Catsgore and Gatcombe 
and urban assemblages at Dorchester, Ilchester and 
Colchester. As noted by Ellison (1987, table lv, 
139) the 'most striking observation that can be 
made is that the percentage of items of various 
categories are remarkably similar throughout all 
sites, both urban and rural'. This statement, when 
set against more local sites listed in Table 17, is 
equally applicable. 

There are various caveats which should be 
remembered: varying deposition, functional 
variability, varying retrieval techniques, and the 

nature and pitfalls of such a broad count 
assessment. The assessment provides good 
evidence for the nature of activities on a given site, 
but is too generalised to determine site status at a 
specific point in time. Personal and toilet articles 
vary from 56 to 67%, and are consistently in excess 
of 50% of the total finds assemblage from any one 
site. This does not indicate a vast population, but is 
more a reflection of the successive and frequent 
changes in form and fashion of objects such as 
brooches, pins, bracelets etc. Household items, 
fittings, tools and weapons form a consistent 
background. It is only the more specialised 
functional groups, such as textile manufacturing, 
recreation and writing which are open to more 
speculative interpretation, in identifying specific 
activity areas or production centres. The work of 
Cool et al. ( 1995) at York is a foretaste of what can 
be achieved given more favourable conditions. 
Groups of religious and military objects will always 
attract a high profile within any assemblage, 
because of their intrinsic and scarcity value if for no 
other reason. For Cirencester these objects 
constitute less than two percent of the objects 
within the excavation assemblage. Their 
significance and their potential for interpretation is 
far greater, but should be balanced always by 
interest in the more mundane objects. 

TABLE 17: COMPARISON OF SMALL-FINDS ASSEMBLAGE BY FUNCTIONAL GROUPS FROM DIFFERENT 
SITES. FIGURES ARE% 
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Poundbury 58 4 10 2 2 24 110 

Dorchester Library 62 6 14 3 5 8 3 66 

Dorchester Greyhound Inn 58 6 5 22 2 4 3 418 

llchester- suburb 57 8 5 5 6 2 13 4 143 

Ilchester - town 66 17 7 5 76 

Colchester 65 4 4 20 <I 4 3 1241 

Kingscote I and 2 67 5 4 7 5 7 3 518 

Cirencester 56 3 8 6 4 4 18 2082 
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CATALOGUE OF ILLUSTRATED 
OBJECTS (Figs. 188-96) 

PersonalOm~ments And Equipment 

FINGER-RINGS AND INTAGLIOS 
1. Finger-ring of oval outline, with flat rectangular 
bezel. Copper alloy. AMIII 3, mid-late fourth century. 

HAIRPINS 
2. Pin, Group I c with knob head (Cool 1990). 
Copper alloy. AMIII 44, late first century. 
3. Pin, Group Sa with spiral grooved head (Cool 
I990). Copper alloy. A WIV 2, unstratified. 
4. Pin, Group Se simple head with a set ·of 
cross-hatched grooves (Cool I990). Copper alloy. 
A Will 38, earlier third century. 
5. Pin, Group ·1 Oa with double-conical head form 
with pairs of grooves arranged in a triangle (Cool 
1990). Copper alloy. ALII 37, late first~early second 
century. 
6. Pin, Group 13 multiple grooved head with 
concave base (Cool 1990). Copper alloy. Leaholme, 
unstratified. 
7. Pin, Group I4 with glass inset (Cool I990). 
Surviving length 46mm, tip missing: Copper alloy 
with white glass inset. BFI 42, not closely dated. 
8. Pin, Group 23 cylinder knob head with 
cross-hatched decoration (Cool 1990). Copper alloy. 
AKIV 19, mid-late fourth century. 
9. Pin, Group 27 so-called 'military standard' head 
(Cool I990). Copper alloy. ALl 32, late first-early 
second century. 
I 0. Pin with elaborate and individual carved 
decoration (not classified). Bone. DKII 6, earlier 
third century. 
11. Pin carved in the form of female bust. Bone. 
Close similarities exist with an example from 
Caerleon (Greep I986b, fig. 70, 43) dated 
c.75-1 00/110. DQI IOO, later second century. 

BRACELETS 
12. Shale bracelet, diameter c.80mm, with elaborate 
decoration around the outer circumference. BA 2, 
not closely dated. 
13. Glass bracelet of deep blue glass with three blue 
and white twisted trails decorating the outer curve of 
the D-shaped band. Comparable examples from Usk 
(Price 1995, I 00-4) would suggest a close link with 
military occupation of Claudian or Neronian date. 
Diameter c.80mm, I4mm wide. AMI 56, ?late first 
century. 

EAR-RINGS 
14. Ear-ring of gold with glass and pearl beads. ARI 
8, ?third century. 
15. Ear-ring, plain penannular ring, tapering at the 
terminals. Copper alloy. Type I, found throughout 
the Roman period (Allason-Jones 1989, fig. 1 ). 
ANIII 20, third-fourth century. 
16. Ear-ring, penannular ring with decoration of 
incised transverse lines at both terminals. Copper 
alloy. Type 2b, with a marked concentration in the 

area of the Bristol Channel (Allason~Jones I989, fig. 
1 ). ANX 11, later fourth .century. 
17. Ear-ring. Type 9 made from a single strand of wire 
coiled at one end, with the other bent to form a hook. 
The type appears to be early with Claudian-Neronian 
associations (Allason-Jones 1989, 8, fig. 1). Copper 
alloy. DMI 94, mid-second century. . 

FASTENERS 
I8. Dress-hook. Copper alloy. Three examples .from 
Caerleon were found in Antonine-third century and 
fourth-century contexts (Brewer 1986, I8I, fig. 59, 
1 09-II 0). DQ112, ?later second century. 
19. Dress-hook. Copper alloy. See above, no. 18. 
DQI 25, ?later second century. 

CLOTHING . 
20. Stud. Copper alloy. Archive report submitted by 
Francis Grew describes the stud, decorated in relief 
with a male bust in profile to the right, wearing a 
laurel wreath. A Flavian or early second-century date 
is suggested. AXIII 13, later second century. . 
21. Stud. Copper alloy. Thin sheet metal, badly 
distorted,· but sufficient to· suggest the device. is of 
Victory driving a two-horse chariot. ABI .1 :2, 
mid-fourth century. 

BEADS . 
22. Necklace comprising twisted links of fine 
copper-alloy wire, threaded with two blue and two 
pink beads. A small hook survives at one end. DLII 
9, late fourth century+. · 

PENDANTS 
23. Pendant. Bone. Conical point, pierced for 
suspension with copper-alloy pin. See N. Crummy 
1983, fig. 54, I803. AD VII 5, mid-late fourth century. 
24. Lunu/a. Copper alloy. A comparable example 
from Colchester was recovered from a grave deposit 
dated 320-450 (N. Crummy 1983, fig. 54, 1806). 
ABI 14, unstratified. 

Toilet, Surgical Or Pharmaceutical 
Instruments 
25. Nail cleaner. Copper alloy. A WI 54, :eariier 
second century. 
26. Nail cleaner. Copper alloy. ·A YIII -2, late 
third-fourth century. 
27. Spatula-probe. Copper alloy." AEII· 3, s·econd 
century. 
28. Spatula-probe or spathomele. Copper alloy. A 
comparable example from Exeter was found in a late 
second to third-century level (Ailason-Jones .J 991, 
fig. 117, 11 0). DMI 94, mid-second century. 
29. Spatula blade only, opposite end . missing. 
Copper alloy. AHVIII I2, ?later second century. 

Objects Used In The Manufacture/Working 
Of Textiles 
30. Spindle whorl, lathe-turned with medial grooves. 
Shale. See Lawson (1976, 1 05) where such examples 
are usually dated to the late third century. A TI 2, late 
fourth-early fifth century. 
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31. ?Comb. Rectangular plate of copper alloy with 
four points or teeth projecting from one of the two 
shorter sides. A hoard of similar objects was found at 
Chalton, Hampshire in a pot of fourth..:century date. 
It is possible that they represent the end of either a 
specialized form of weaving comb or a leather 
pricker (J. Webster 1975, fig. 115, 79). ARII I, not 
closely dated. 
32. Lead seal. Impression on one face only, with cord 
impressions surviving. A YIX 33, late fourth/early 
fifth century. 

. 37 

I ; : i' ,,. ,,,, 
•,, 
I, 

''I' I, ,,, 

191. Small Finds nos. 37-42 

/ 

42 

Household Furniture And Fittings 
33. Handle. Bone, highly polished, with two holes 
pierced to facilitate attachment, probably to an,iron 
or copper-alloy tang of a knife blade. AMIV 24, later 
second century: · . 
34. Handle in bone with four faces decorated with 
incised circle-and-dot motifs. AL VII 1, unstratified. 
35. Handle. One-piece in bone (fractured) with 
waisted end. The series published by N. Crummy 
(1983, 107-9, fig. 110, 2926) from Colchester 
illustrates their close association with military sites, 

0 50 mm 
--~==~~===---
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192. Statuette of a reclining figure in copper alloy (catalogue no. 43). Now lost, but comparable object from Usk is 
36mm high 

of Claudian-Neronian date, although 'there is no 
good reason to suppose that they were specifically 
military'. DHXL 52, late third/fourth century. 
36. Handle. Bone. See discussion at no. 35. DMI 
116, early second century. 
37. Handle. Bone. See discussion at no. 35. DMI 
116, early second century. 
38. Handle from a large bowl, originally soldered to 
the vessel by the curved end-plates. Copper alloy. An 
example illustrated by N. Crummy (1983, fig. 76, 
2046) draws attention to their close association with 
other examples from first-century military sites. DMI 
77, late first/early second century. 
39. Handle, probably from small casket or bucket. 
Cf. Verulamium (Waugh and Goodburn 1972, fig. 
38, 115, dated 130-145). DHXL 18, later third 
century. 
40. Tankard or flagon lid. Copper alloy. ARI 46, later 
second century. 
41 . Duck mount, from flagon or bowl. Copper alloy. 
AMI 56, ?late first century. 
42. Terminal or mount from furniture or handle. 
Copper alloy-solid cast. DQI 55, later second 
century. 
43 . Reclining figure (Fig. 192). Copper alloy. A 
close parallel is noted from Usk (Price 1995, 49, fig. 
17, 2) with a similar pose, from a pre-Flavian 
context. AHVIII 26, late first century. 
44. Fragment from rectangular shale tray. Such trays 
are usually dated to the late first or early second 

century (N. Crummy 1983, 69). AGIII 23 , second 
century. 
45 . Circular shale tray or platter. See above and 
Lawson (1976, 263-5). The design suggests that the 
semi-circles were produced by a compass-like 
incising tool. DQI 125, mid-second century. 
46. Rim from bowl made of shale, with two incised 
grooves around the outer edge below the lip. DQI 79, 
mid-second century. 
47. Central bracket for shale table support, three legs 
suggested, with central tenon for vertical upright to 
connect with the base ofthe table top. 19801137 35, 
military (c.45/50-75). 
48. Head stud. Copper alloy. ADIII 32, late first 
century. 
49. Head stud. Copper alloy. AGVI 14, later second 
century. 
50. Stud, one of ten, exceptionally small for inlay 
decoration. Copper alloy. ANY 39, fourth century. 
51. Stud embossed with a lion ' s head. Copper alloy. 
DQI 66, mid-second century. 
52. Stud with lion ' s head. Copper alloy. DQI 125, 
mid-second century. 
53 . Furniture handle. Copper alloy. See N. Crummy 
1983, fig. 85, 2134. DGXXI, not closely dated. 
54. Furniture handle. Copper alloy. As no. 53 . DKII 
20, late first/early second century. 
55. Furniture ring. Copper alloy. See N. Crummy 
1983, fig. 85, 2116. CAI 3, later fourth century. 
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Objects Employed In Weighing And 
Measuring 
56. Balance ann. Copper alloy. See N. Crummy 
1983, fig. 104, 2508. AA VII 4, unstratified. 
57. Foot rule. Hinged in the centre and kept rigid 
when extended by a clamp locking on to two studs. 
Copper alloy. LRT 1930, 83, fig. 21, 1. DH +, 
unstratified. 

Objects Used For Or Associated With Written 
Communications 
58. Seal box, with decorated face of punched lines 
around the border, with lightly incised 'feathering'. 
Copper alloy. ASIII 37, late first/early second 
century. 

Objects Associated With Transport 
59. Bridle. Bone. See N. Crummy 1983, fig. 109, 
2538 for a parallel dated to the mid-late first century. 
DMI 125, early second century. 
60. Lynch pin, Type 1 c (Manning 1985). Iron. A TII 
5, not closely dated. 
61. Lynch pin, Type 2b (Manning 1985). Iron. ALl 2, 
late fourth/early fifth century. 

Military Equipment 
by John Miles Paddock 
62. Belt-buckle (W: 25mm. L: 25mm. T: 3mm), of 
Hawkes and Dunning 1961, 50, type lB. Copper 
alloy. AAI 3, after 395. 
63. Open work belt-buckle (W: 35mm. L: 42mm. T: 
6mm), of Hawkes and Dunning 1961, 50, type IIA. 
Copper alloy. Unfinished. DA V 5, unstratified. 
64. Belt-buckle (W: 25mm. L: 25mm. T: 8mm), of 
Hawkes and Dunning 1961, 50, type IliA. Plain 
with repousse belt-plate. Copper alloy. DHII 1, after 
c.270. 
65. Fragment of a pierced third-century belt-plate 
(W: 16mm. L: 20mm. T: 2mm). Copper alloy. Cf. 
Oldenstein 1976, Nr 795-7. DL VI 85, probably 
fourth century. 
66. 'Amphora-shaped' strap-end (W: 20mm. L: 
28mm. T: 0.5mm). Copper alloy. The middle 
portion of an 'amphora-shaped' strap-end with the 
upper 'handle' end and lower tenninal end broken 
away. The edges are serrated and it is decorated by 
two concentric circles inscribed around a central 
rivet hole. Decoration of this type is common on 
'amphora-shaped' strap-ends and examples are 
known from Richborough, Carnuntum and 
Tamuda. It is of Simpson 's Group B. DMI 23, after 
337. 
67. 'Amphora-shaped' strap~end with two rivet holes 
surviving in its upper edge. The lower half is broken 
away. The edges are cusped but it is otherwise 
undecorated. The handles· are represented by. two 
holes pierced in the upper part of the strap-end's 
body. It confonns to Simpson's Group B. ASI 3, 
fourth century. 

68. Harness junction (W: 15mm. L: 43mm. T: 
20mm) of Bishop (1988) type 3c. Copper alloy. 
AHVIII 50, late first-early second century. 
69. Harness junction (W: 11mm. L: 4lmm. T: 
llmm)' of Bishop (1988, 163, fig. 7c) type 7c. 
Copper alloy. 1980/137 36, military. 
70. Button-and-loop fastener (W: 23mm. L: 25mm. 
T: llmm), of Wild's (1970b) Class I. Copper alloy. 
DGII I, after 395. According to Wild (1970b) these 
fasteners secured the civilian or military cape. The 
shank, or loop, was attached to the fabric whilst the 
head was inserted through an opposing slit. Wild 
claims that there is no evidence for the manufacture 
of button-and-loop fasteners after the second 
century-the type having been evolved in the late 
first century. There are other theories as to their 
purpose: they have been described as tenninals on 
the leather straps from harnesses-the harnesses 
from the Middlebie and Geinsheim hoards included 
matching fasteners. It . is notable that they often 
appear in pairs e.g. Stanwick, Newstead and 
Traprain Law. It is doubtful whether they would be 
strong enough to act as girth strap tenninals but two·· 
fasteners have been discovered attached to a sword 
sheath from Mainz. 
71. Button-and-loop fastener (W: 23mm. L: 45mm. 
T: llmm), of Wild's (1970b) Type Vb. Copper 
alloy. The quatrefoil fs divided into four fields which 
originally held enamel. AR/ AS, unstratified. 
72. Disc-headed stud from a military apron (W: 
19mm. L: 20mm. T: 6niin). Copper alloy. Similar 
examples are known from Hotbeim. DKI 67, early 
Antonine. 
73. Sword scabbard mount (W: llmm. L: 3Smm. T: 
I mm). Copper alloy. 'Similar examples are found on 
Pompeian types of swords ·as defined :by· Ulbert 
(1969). A similar example is also known from Hod 
Hill (Brailsford 1962, A6). DKI 41, c;l50-160/70. 
74. Boar tusk pendant (W: 27mm. L: 97mm. T: 
15mm). Copper alloy and bone. A similar example 
is known from Richborough (Bushe-Fox 1949, pi. 
xxlvi, 173-4), and an example from.North Wraxall . 
villa, found with a type IIA buckle is published by 
Hawkes and Dunning (1961) as well as a pair from . 
Monceau-le-Neuf (Aisne), France. Although Hawkes 
and Dunning suggested that these may be pendants 
from late Roman military cavalry harness this now · 

.seems most unlikely. AAI 3, after 395. · 

Religious Beliefs And Practices 
75. Clay surround, with fluted rim. DL VI 53, late 
third century+. 

Objects Associated With Metal-Working 
76. Crucible used , in. gold-working, (crucible 
catalogue no. 8). DL VI 56, unstratified. · 
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THE SUPPLY OF POTTERY TO ROMAN CIRENCESTER 

Nicholas J. Cooper 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter is an attempt to synthesize the 
accumulated knowledge of pottery supply to one of 
the major urban centres of Roman Britain. It draws 
primarily on the published work of Valery Rigby 
(CEC 1-11) and Janet Keely (CEC Ill) and the 
unpublished work on pottery from St. Michael's 
Field (Sites DG-DQ), and 2-8 Chester St (Site 
1980/137), initially undertaken by the latter in the 
late 1980s and subsequently by the writer in 
1989-1990. The work of specialists contributing to 
the published and archive record should also be 
acknowledged: Brenda Dickinson and Brian Hartley 
on the samian ware, Kay Hartley on the mortaria, and 
David Williams on the identification of amphorae. 

The completion of work on the assemblages from 
St. Michael's Field and Chester Street, the most 
recently excavated large groups from the centre of 
the town, made data available for the whole Roman 
period and represented an opportunity to study 
pottery supply in quantified terms. The intention has 
been to create a series of eight ceramic phases, in the 
same fashion as Going has done for Chelmsford 
(1987), by the selection of individual stratified 
groups from the established building sequence which 
best reflect supply at particular times. The date range 
for each phase is broadly similar to those adopted by 
Going (1987), and the supply pattern is summarized 
at the end of this chapter with accompanying maps 
(Figs. 197-200) similar to those used for 
Chelmsford. Going later merged the eight phases 
into four successive pairs of log and Jag phases in 
order to demonstrate the cyclical nature of pottery 
supply during the Roman period (Going 1992). 
When consulting the maps it is important to 
appreciate that the production sites of some local 
wares (e.g. Fabrics 5, 9, 17,88 etc.) are not precisely 
known and that for the sake of visual clarity some 
assumptions have been made. 

The quantified data employed come primarily 
from the stratified sequence on St. Mlchael's Field 
(17,286 sherds, 331 kg, 429 EVES), excavated 
between 1974-6, which spans the entire Roman 
period from the earliest military occupation to the 
early fifth century. However, despite the length of 
sequence, this site is not entirely suitable as the later 
part of it had been largely truncated by centuries of 
market gardening except at the south-eastern end. 
The samples representing Ceramic Phases (CPs) 6-8 
(c.250-400) are rather limited, and supporting data 
have therefore been drawn from larger quantified 
groups such as those from The Beeches (CEC Ill) 
and the Bath Gate cemetery (Site CT; CEC 11), which 
have been used as the basis for the supply maps. 
Similarly at the beginning of the sequence the supply 
during the military occupation (CP 1) is represented 

by groups other than those from St. Mlchael's Field, 
particularly the fill of Ditch Ill of the Leaholme Fort 
(CEC I, 179). 

Problems And Approaches 
Over time, the approaches used .by successive 
workers, particularly concerning quantification, have 
developed alongside a more consistent policy of 
excavation retrieval. Up until the early 1970s it was 
standard policy to discard small or undiagnostic body 
sherds and possibly some rims (particularly of 
common forms) which invalidated the use of 
quantification techniques. By the mid-1970s an 
apparently complete sample was being retrieved 
(Valery Rigby pers. comm.), notably from the St. 
Mlchael's Field sites and The Beeches (Site DE/DF) 
on which this study is based. However, comparison 
with the most recently excavated complete 
assemblage studied from 2-8 Chester St (Site 
1980/13 7), and a consideration of the ratio of rims to 
bodysherds and average sherd weight within the St. 
Michael's Field material, would tend to indicate that 
small or undiagnostlc bodysherds were still being 
discarded. With this in mind, the EVES (Estimated 
Vessel Equivalents which depend only on the 
proportion of the rim present) measure has been 
chosen as the most reliable way of presenting data 
from the St. Michael's Field material, and is in line 
with Keely's work on The Beeches and recent studies 
of pottery supply to centres such as Chelmsford 
(Going 1987). However, in the case of military supply 
(CP 1) EVES data was unavailable and the original 
minimum vessel count figures have been used. 

The major problem relating to urban sequences is 
that of residuality, which will tend to prolong the 
apparent production period of fabrics, or make 
groups appear earlier than they really are. There 
seems no easy way to gloss over the inevitable 
residual content of many of the groups, although 
removal of clearly residual fabrics from the analysis 
would be a partial, but potentially dangerous, 
solution. While some fabrics at Cirencester are 
genuinely short-lived (e.g. those relating to the 
military supply), some of the major ones (BB I or 
North Wiltshire products) are produced over a long 
period with no definite end point, making it difficult 
to decide when they become residual. The early 
products in such fabrics (if clearly identifiable) are 
likely to be residual, but separating them out of the 
analysis would be a time-consuming if not 
impossible task. Keely (CEC Ill, 154) discussed this 
problem in relation to The Beeches groups, where 
fabrics not produced after c.300 were treated as 
residual and not included in the quantified 
discussion of supply to the site. Only in CP 7 and 8 
have clearly residual fabrics in the St. Michael's 
Field groups been identified. 
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Summary Of Fabrics Discussed .In The Text 
Fabric numbers referred to in the text derive from the 
series developed by Rigby (CEC I-ll) and Keely 
(CEC Ill) and housed in Corinium Museum, 
Cirencester, which currently runs to 155 fabrics 
arranged in a broadly chronological framework with 
some grouping by ware type. However, many fabrics 
are genuinely rare or represent subfabric variants 
which could be combined. It has therefore been 
considered useful to produce a summary listing of 
the commonly occurring fabrics discussed below 
(i.e. those generally contributing more than 1% of 
the assemblage) for ease of reference. Full details 
can be obtained from the original publications. I am 
grateful to Jane Timby for supplying a concordance 
of the Gloucester Type Fabric (TF) series. 

CEC 

Finewares 

Name Acronym Gloucester 
TF 

154A-C S., Cen.and E. Gaulish Samian S/CIEGS SA-C 
52 Mica-dusted wares (Glouc?) MDW 3A 
56 Lyon ware Lyon 12H 
SOa Lezoux ('Rhenish') ware LBSW 12J 
SOb Trier ('Rhenish') ware TBSW 12K 
SI LowerNene Valley colour-coated LNVCC 12B 
SI A Cologne ware Cologne 12Q 
S3 Oxford red colour-coated Oxrcc 12N9X 
S5 N. Wilts. colour-coated N.Wiltscc 12V 
105 South-West Brown-Slip SWBS ?12G 
141 C. Gaulish colour-coated CGCC 12Q 
155 Oxford Parchment ware Oxpw lA 

Mortaria 
67/6S North Gaulllmport N.Gaul 9C 
S3 Oxford red colour-coated Oxrcc 12N9X 
S4 Oxford white colour-coated Oxwcc 9W 
ss South-West White-Slip swws. 15a/9o 
90. Oxford White-Ware Oxww 9A 
91 Mancetter Hartshill MH 9D 

Amphorae 
34 Cam IS6 Cadiz Cam IS6 ION 
35 Gauloise 4/Gallic Gallic JOB 
40 Dressel 20 Baetica Dr.20 lOA 

Oxidized wares (including white slip) 
1-4 Early Severn Valley wares ESVW IlD ( +var) 
9 Early Wilts. Oxidized (Flagon) EWilts ox -
I 0 Early Severn Valley (related) ESVWrel 11 D/23 
11/29 Kingsholm Flagon fabric Kingtlag 24 
SS South-West White-Slip Flagons SWWS 15a/9o 
95 Wilts White-Slip flagons WWS !Sa 
9S N. Wilts oxidized/reduced N.Wilts ox-
106-9 Severn Valley Ware SVW IlB 

Reduced wares 
5 Early WM Black Burnished 
6 Savernake Ware 
17 Early Wilts reduced 
74 Black Burnished Ware! 
I 02-4 Local Imitation BB I (late) 
IIS-20 Local Imitation BB I (late) 
115 Late Shelly Ware · 
117 Local Gritty Greyware (late) 

Early BB 201 
Savernake 6 
Ewiltsgrey -
BBI 4 
lmBBI 
lmBBI 
Lshelly 22 
Grittygrey -

CERAMIC PHASE 1 (Military Occupation 
c.45/50-75) (Table 18; Fig.197) 

Sample 
Material from the military phases of the St. 
Michael's Field excavations and the other groups 

relc:tting to the Leaholme fort, previously published 
(CEC I), was quantified by minimum vessel numbers 
only and these figures have been used in the 
discussion of this Ceramic Phase. 

The most outstanding group for this period 
derives from the fill of Ditch III (AMII 58 and 59) 
and comprises a minimum number of 212 vessels 
(figures derived from the published pottery 
catalogue, CEC I, 133~42, 181-185, fig. 57-9, tab. 
3), 30 of which were complete at time of deposition 
and many more substantially complete. Due to a 
lack of apparent wear, and based upon an original 
suggestion by Brian Hartley, Rigby considered the 
group to represent a deliberate dump, during 

· clearance of a quartermaster's ~tores perhaps, and so 
it is closer in composition to· the 'life assemblage' 
rather than the 'death assemblage'. Consequently 
there is a higher proportion of finewares than in the 
more 'typical' rubbish deposits comprising the 
other military groups, and some coarseware fabrics 
present in these groups are absent. However, the size, 
completeness, and lack of residual material serves to 
demonstrate the exotic nature of supply to the fort at 
Cirencester during the late pre-Flavian period, the 
group being dated to c.55-65 and probably to the 
second half of that decade (CEC I, 142). 

Assemblage Composition . 
Finewares contribute nearly 58% of the asse!llblage 
and are all imported. The samian ware (38%} is 
exclusively South Gaulish ·and within this group, 
almost certainly all from La Graufesenque (CEC I, 
133). Dishes as well as lids (forming casseroles or 
terrines) are also supplied hi Pompeian Red ware 
(2.8%), while the drinking vessels are predominantly 
supplied from Lyon (12.3%) but also include lead 
glazed, eggshell, and mica-coated wares as well as 
colour-coats from Central Gaul. The· · imported 
component is enhanced by mortaria froin Northern 
Gaul (1%) and amphorae predominantly from Spain 
but including Rhodian and Carrot types (3.3%), 
bringing the total import. figure to 61%. The notable 
absence from the group, but which does occur in 
limited quantities in· the military levels, ·is ·the 
Gallo-Belgic import Terra Nigra. Its paucity may be 
significant given the relatively Iatge group from the 
near-contemporary deposits at Bagendon (CEC I, 
181 ; Clifford 1961 ; Rigby 1988). Amongst the fine 
and specialist products, some local provision of 
mortaria is apparent in the military groups (Fabrics 
70, 71 and 73), while mica-dusted products of 
possibly local origin (Fabric 52)· may also first 
appear at this time. 

The remainder of the assemblage (39%) comprises 
local fabrics catering for flagons and honeypots, 
notably ih Fabric 11/29 and its variants;jars in Fabric 
23, Gallo-Belgic copies and jars in Fabric 5 '(local 
wheelmade black-burnished ware); and storage jars 
in Fabric.6 (Savernake Ware). Local fabrics absent 
from this group but important in other groups 
associated with the military occupation· include 
Fabrics 1-4, 10 (Severn Valley ware fabrics) and ·17 
(Early Wiltshire greyware ), 
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TABLE 18: CERAMIC PHASE I, c.45150-75. FILLING OF DITCH Ill OF THE LEAHOLME FORT 
(AMII 59). DATE OF GROUP: c.60-65 

CERAMIC PHASE 1 c.45-75. Filling of Ditch Ill, AM 11 {59} 

FABRIC MIN.VES, %MIN.VES 

Imported Finewares 
154A SGS 89 43 
56 Lyons 26 13 
58 CGfine "2 1 
59 ltai.Eggsh 1 0.5 
60 CG Pb 3 1.5 
75 Lezoux Pb 1 0.5 
61 Imp. Mica. · 1" 0.5 
21 Imp. White 2 1 
51 Pomp.red 4 2 
Subtotal 129 63 

Amphorae 
34 Cam 186 3 1.5 
38A · Rhodian 1 0.5 
40, Dr.20 1 0.5 
47 Carrot 2 1 
Subtotal 7 3.5 

Mortaria 
68 N.Gaul 2 1 

Lo·cal· wares 
5 Early-BB 7 3 
6E Savernake 13 6 
9 EWiltsox 1 0.5 
11 /29etc King 34 1 6 
22 Fine White 1 0.5 

·48A Cam113 2 1 
23 Kingsgrey 5 2~5 

30 Wiltsahdy · 1 0.5 
41 Wiltsgr.ey 2 1 
46 Wiltscoars 2 1 
Subtotal 68 32 

TOTAL 206 100 

The pattern of supply is therefore one split 
between fine and specialist imports on the one hand, 
and utilitarian wares from local sources on the other, 
with a complete lack of non-local British wares at 
this time. This duality is mirrored by the 
contemporary late pre-Flavian deposits (phase 3.1) 
from the Kingsholm fortress, Gloucester (first noted 
by Darling, 1977) where 55% of the pottery by sherd 

CP1 SUMMARY 
Import 67.5 
Local 32 

CERAMIC PHASE 1 

Local 

( 

Import 

count (74%by weight) was imported and 43%(26% 
by weight) was supplied locally (i.e. within a 30-mile 
radius) (Darling 1985, 92, table 7, plus see Millett 
1995, fig. 57 for map with slightly different figures). 

Consideration of the actual sources involved 
reveals that the pattern. of in1ports in particular 
exhibits a striking similarity to the Phase 3.1 groups 
from Kingsholm and Usk (Greene 1979), and in the 
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case ofKingsholm this extends to local supplies also 
(CEC I, 179). Many of the local coarsewares were 
supplied to both sites, most notably ·flagons and 
honeypots in Fabric 11/29 (Glos. TF 24), 
contributing 18% at Leaholme and 15% at . 
Kingsholm. The exact source is unknown, although a 
location close to Kingsholm, due partly to the 
presence of wasters, has been postulated (Darling 
1985, 78; Timby 1990, 246). Fabric 23 (Glos. TF 39) 
would also appear to have a location closer to 
Gloucester where it is the largest local contributor of 
necked jars. However, the remaining two prominent 
sources, for Fabrics 5 and 6, clearly lie in the 
direction of Cirencester as they make only a small 
contribution at Kingsholm (Glos. TF 20 I and 6). 

Discussion 
The reliance on imports coupled with the 
exploitation of local resources is a pattern considered 
broadly typical of pre-Flavian military sites in 
Britain (Hurst 1985, 124). The similarity with 
contemporary groups at Kingsholm and Usk, would 
imply that the Leaholme fort was linked to the same 
supply network, which Hurst points out was 
basically an extension of that to the Rhineland. The 
system was non-economic, an example of 
administered distrib!ltJon, and prone to abrupt 
changes due to non-availability (Hurst 1985, 125). 
Rigby (CEC I, 179) used the dissimilarity between 
the Cirencester/Kingsholm groups on the one hand, 
and those found in the gullies underlying the Flavian 
legionary fortress in Gloucester (which succeeded 
Kingsholm) on the other, to demonstrate the abrupt 
change in supply-pattern once a new unit arrived and 
the forts at Leaholme and Kingsholm had been 
presumably abandoned. However, while it is true 
that individual units probably controlled supplies, 
Hurst (1985, 125; 1988, 50) points out that the gully 
groups must be almost exactly contemporary with 
the final activity at Kingsholm 1.5km to the north, 
and arguably the result of civilian activity, being 
predominantly native forms in Severn Valley wares. 

The supply of the local component therefore 
depended on the nature of pre-existing local 
production as well as on the way in which an 
individual unit manipulated it for their needs, and 
Darling ( 1977) has examined how this relationship 
differed from fort to fort in the region. While local 
production was to an extent dependent on the 
presence of the army, it was clearly capable of giving 
rise to two markedly different assemblages, in 
military and civilian contexts respectively. Timby 
( 1990, 251) has argued that the early development of 
Severn Valley ware must be considered separate 
from the presence of the army and the industry that 
was set up to serve its needs at Kingsholm (and 
supplying contemporary Leaholme) and later at 
Gloucester itself. An understanding ofthe extent to 
which the -other local fabrics (e.g. 5/6/9/17), and 
perhaps imports such as Terra Nigra, supplying 
Cirencester can be considered separate from the 
presence of the army would aid an assessment of the 

·degree of discontinuity caused by the occupation and 

abandonment of the. Leaholme fort. It is clear that 
Fabric 11/29 ·(Glos. TF 24) was used to produce 
exclusively continental forms (flagons, honeypots) 
specifically for consumption by the army (Timby 
J 990, 251 postulates the potters were quite possibly 
immigrants· · employed by the ariny or army 
personnel), and was therefore no longer supplied to 
Cirencester after the mid-70s. Among the other 

. oxidized fabrics, Fabric 1 0 (Severn Valley related) is 
clearly rooted in the late Iron Age wheel-thrown 
tradition of the Severn Valley identified by Timby, 
although flagons do occur. Fabric 9 is more 
problematic as the repertoire produced is more 
clearly a mixture of native and continental forms and 
the fact that it expands (along with related greyware 
Fabric 17) after the abandonment suggests that it was 
a native concern reacting to, or being sparked off by, 
the aemands of the army and subsequently those of 
the local population. The absence of Fabrics 9 and 17 
from Bagendon or the earliest of the military groups 
suggests that they were the products of new concerns. 

Among the reduced wares, Timby pointed to 
Savernake Ware (Fabric 6) to the south, and 
Malvernian products (Fabric 25) to the north, as 
being part of the late Iron Age tradition; and to this 
group might be added the loc~l wheel~thrown 
black-burnished wares of Fabric 5 wh,ich primarily 
copied Gallo-Belgic forms. All three are known from 
Bagendon, whilst Fabrics 5 and 6 occur in the 
earliest military levels, and continue. as major 
supplies to Cirencester during the later first and 
second centuries. The relative paucity of Malvernian 
products at Cirencester in comparison with 
Bagendon (CEC I, 198, nos. 505-7;-Ciifford 1961, 
figs. 55, 59, 60, 68) may be indicative of a ceramic 
watershed which appears Jo . develop between 
Cirencester and Gloucester once the military link 
had been severed. Cirencester drew :!ts _supplies 
increasingly frorn the area to the· south and east 
(particularly North Wiltshire) thereafter and the 
Cotswold scarp must be seen as a major barrier to 
trade between the two centres; 

It .is worth noting the possible pres_ence of BB 1 at 
Cirencester durir1g cp I, the· only non-local British 
contribution (CEC I, 160, nos. 150, 254-6, 428, 439, 
447, 450). With the exception of no, 254. which is 
certainly intrusive, all of the pieces are typologically 
early and from Dorset, and although none come from 
conclusively military levels, they considerably 
predate the main trade in BB 1, which does. not seem 
to get going on any scale until CP 4. The similarly 
early occurrence of BB 1 is attested at Usk, Sea Mi lis, 
and Kingsholm:.(Holbrook a11d Bidwell J991, 91) 
and so should be predictable at Cirencester during 
the military occupation, but seemingly ceases 
thereafter; . . ·. 

CERAMIC PHASE 2 (c.75:.100/120)'(Table 19; 
Fig. 197) . 

Sample 
Assessment of pottery supply to Cirencester ·in the 
last quarter of the first century, immediately after the' 
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TABLE 19: CERAMIC PHASE 2, c.75-100/I20./NSULA VI, PERIOD 2.2. SAMPLE 7.08kg, 
488 SHERDS, 8.54 EVE 

NOTE FOR ALL TABLES: 
ONLY THOSE FABRICS CONTRIBUTING MORE THAN/% OF THE ASSEMBLAGE BY EVES ARE 
REPRESENTED. PERCENTAGES FOR THOS£ LISTED HAVE BEEN ROUNDED UP OR DOWN TO 
THE NEAREST DECIMAL AND WILL THEREFORE NOT NECESSARILY TOTAL EXACTLY /00 

CERAMIC -PHASE 2 c.75-100/120 
PERIOD 2.2 First Post-Military Structural Activity 

FABRIC EVEs %EVEs 
lmp.Finewares 
154A SGS . - 0.98 11.5 
154B CGS 0.16 1.9 
Subtotal 1.14 13.4 

Amphorae 
34 Cam 186 0.41 4.8 

Mortaria 
67 N.Gaul present !present · .. 

) 

Local Wares 
52 MicaDW 0.17 2 
9 EWiltsox - 1.93 22.6 
10 ESVWrel 0.27 3.2 
17 EWiltsgrey . 2.51 29.4 
41 Wiltsgrev ' . 0.24 2.8 
5 Early BB 0.62 7.3 
6 Savernake . 1 .11 13.3 
Subtotal ·· 6.85 80.6 
Non-Local Brtish 
74 BB1 I present 
TOTAL 8.4 98.8 

abandonment of the Leaholme fort, is made dffficult 
by the llrhite~ nature ofthe groups available and the 
likeHhood of a heavy residual component from the 
military occupation. Much of the pottery in the layers 
sealing the mifitary . occupation . and the 
niis'Cellarieouslayers above (Period 2.1) on the site 
later occupied by building Vl.l (p: 124) at St. 
Michael's Field, is clearly ofpre-Flavian date, while 
the assemblage from· deposits sealed beneath the 
forum (Site AY), broadly· contemporary with the 
military occupation but containing later material, is 
in poor condition (CEC I, i 98) and may, in any case, 
be contaminated with rubbish derived from the fort. 

At St." Michael's Field Period 2.2 is dated 
c.l 00/11 0-early Antonine, due ·to the presence of a 
little Hadrianic and Antonine sainian, although there 
are only three very worn sherds .of BB I, and the bulk 
of the samian is South Gaulish. A good proportion of 

CP2SUMMARY 
Import 18.2 
Local 80.6 

CERAMIC PHASE 2 

Import 

Local 

this · is Neronian and clearly residual from the 
military phases. The rest is Flavian (some of which 
could also be residual), and there is a notable lack of 
Flavian!Trajanic or Trajanic material, although the 
group is very small. The lack of Fabric 11/29, the 
main military coarseware, so prevalent in the 
military and sealing layers, would tend to indicate 
that the residual content overall is small and that the 
group probably reflects supply in the closing decades 
of the first and into the early second century. 

Assemblage Composition 
While it is possible that some of the· pre-Flavian 
material remained in use, it is probably true to say 
that the amount of new samian reaching the early 
town was very limited, and certainly the other exotic 
finewares typical of CP 1, and brought up the Severn 
Estuary on their Way tci Gloucester and Caerleon at 
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this time, never found their way to Cirencester, 
However, mica-dusted beakers in Fabric 52, 
matching those from the College of Art kiln at 
Gloucester (Rawes 1972; Fig. 201, 25-6), redress the 
balance slightly, but are the only finewares other 
than samian. · 

The insufficient civilian market at this time would 
indicate that all three of the common amphora 
fabrics present (Fabrics 34/35, 40), as well as 
mortaria from Northern Gaul, are likely to be 
residual and that the fine and specialist (i.e. 
romanized) sector of the supply had shrunk 
considerably from CP 1. 

The remaining split between oxidised and reduced 
coarsewares, appears to have leaned towards the 
latter (of the proportions 1 :2) following the military 
phase and a similar shift away from oxidized fabrics 
has also been noted at Gloucester during the early 
civilian phase (Timby 1990, 251). Of the oxidised 
fabrics, Fabric 9 (Early Wiltshire) emerges as the 
dominant supplier of flagons, with early Severn 
Valley ware forms (Fabric 10) still present. 

Reduced wares are, in turn, dominated by Fabric 
17, the production of which appears to be related to 
Fabric 9. No production site is known for these two 
fabrics but their lack of recognition at Gloucester to 
the north-west, suggests that the source lies to the 
south or east, probably North Wiltshire, and that 
perhaps they represent the precursors of the North 
Wiltshire industry centred on Whitehill Farm and 
Purton, that dominates. supply in the later Roman 
period (Anderson 1977; 1978; 1979). 

The reduced ware contribution (52.8%), appears to 
consolidate a pattern established during the military 
occupation (CP 1) and which continues into CP 3 
and 4. The three major fabrics (5, 6, 17) each fill a 
particular niche in the ceramic repertoire. Storage 
jars are supplied exclusively in the distinctive and 
heavily grog-tempered Savernake ware, of which six 
variants (Fabrics 6A-F) have been recognised (CEC 
I, 153-4 ). The variants may represent different 
sources, with sites such as Purton representing a 
possible alternative to the more distant known 
centres at Mildenhall in the Savernake Forest and 
Oare (Swan 1975). Fabric 17 is the standard fine 
grey ware characterised by rusticated and necked 
jars, while Fabric 5 is a locally wheelmade 
black-burnished ware, supplied in open forms such 
as shallow platters, wide bowls and lids loosely 
imitating devolved Gallo-Belgic forms. 

Discussion 
The supply pattern in CP 2 has. radically altered from 
CP 1, with an abrupt end to both the importation of 
continental finewares, and locai/Kingsholm 
production of specifically military wares (including 
mortaria) to satisfy the army's needs. While some 
samian is still reaching the early town, there seems to 
be little or no demand for (or access to) other 
specialist wares.. · 

The most important featu~e appears to be the rapid 
expansion of local fabrics which, do not centre on 
Gloucester, setting in train a tendency to draw on. 

sources to the south and east, ·which continues 
throughout the Roman period .. In addition to the 
natural barrier provided by the Cotswold scarp, the 
divergence may have been promote& by the 
relatively impoverished status of the early vicus of 

· Cirencester as a market centre, prior to its elevation 
to a civitas capital, which could not have had the 
same pulling power as the new fortress/colonia at 
Gloucester. Glevum ware for example (Rawes 1972; 
Timby 1990) appears · to hav.e been specifically 
produced for the inhabitants of the fortress and later 

· colonia at Gloucester, and with the probable 
exception of the mica-dusted products did not travel 
the twelve miles south-ea5t to Cirencester~ In general 

·terms the pattern ofsupply·.can.be compared to CP 2 
at Chelmsford (a settlement of similar status at that 
time) in terms of a continued reliance on locally 
produced wares, and an imported fineware 
component comprised almost entirely ·of samian 
(Going 1987, 108). · · 

CERAMIC PHASE 3 (c.100/120-160) 
(Tables 20-1; Fig. 198) ·· 

Sample 
Two groups from St. Michael's Field.have been 
selected to represent CP 3 .. The first of these (Group 
I; Table 20) is levelling material for public building 
VI.1. This event is dated c.l50-160170, but the 
pottery from selected groups on Sites Dryt and DK is 
disti.nctly earlier than some of the other groups from 
Sites DK and bQ attributed to the same event (in 
terms of the proportions of CentraL Gaulish samian 
and BB 1) and ·'it may be that it represents 
redeposition of earlier rubbish from other parts of the 
town during the process of levelling _up for the 
construction of the building. The second assemblage 
(Group 2) derives from another constructional dump 
(DQ 36) (Tabk 21 ), and has been used ·to compile 
the supply map (Fig. 198a). 

Assemblage Composition 
In th~ Group 1 assemblage samian continues as the 
dominant 'fineware, and the major import. Although 
the samian is predominantly from Southern Gaul, the 
resiqual military element is much less apparent than in 
CP 2, as a greater proportion of the South Gaulish 
material is of Flavian-Trajanic date, with the Central 
Gaulish material being of Trajanic and Hadrianic 
date. However, there is still a distinct lack of imported 
colour-coated wares providiQg the beak~r component, 
which continues to, be . augmented IocaHy by 
mica-dusted wares (Fabric 52) and, for the first time, 
from North . Wiltshire . (Fabric 85), . providing 
bag-shaped beakers with roughcast decoration. . . 

Specialist wares make up 10% of the aSsemblage. 
Amphorae continue to be predominantly Baetican, 
but the residual compo~ent is difficult to assess. The 
mort'!J'ia, again, are all potentially residual North 
Gaulish vessels from CP I. Non-local British 
replacements continue to be elu~ive, with a single 
example from the Verulamium regipn (Fabric 72) 
kno~n from the group. · 
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TABLE 20: CERAMIC PHASE 3, c.I00/120-160 (EARLY). INSULA VI, PERIOD 3 (CONST) (OM 49, 75, 
77, 94, 104, 116). SAMPLE SIZE 53 .758kg, 2264 SHERDS, 52.3 EVE. DATE OF GROUP: EARLY 
SECOND CENTURY 

CERAMIC PHASE 3 (EARLY) c. 100/120-160 OK 48 and OM 41 

FABRIC EVEs %EVEs 
lmp.Finewares 
154A SGS 6.1 11.6 
1548 CGS 0.42 0.8 
Subtotal 6.52 12.4 

Amphorae 
34 Cam 186 1.89 3.6 
40 Dr.20 2.1 4 
Subtotal 3.99 7.6 

Mortaria 
67 N.Gaul 1.2 2.3 

Local Wares 
52 MDW 1.83 3.5 
85 N. Wilts cc 0.1 0.2 
9 EWiltsox 5.54 10 .6 
10 ESVWrel 4.03 7.7 
11 Kingsflag 1.41 2.7 
17 EWiltsgrey 5.6 10 .7 
5 Early88 3.77 7.2 
6 Savernake 13.65 26.1 
Subtotal 35.93 68.7 

Non-local British 
74 881 0.42 0.8 
32 Ver.reg. 0.78 1.5 
Subtotal 1.2 2.3 

TOTAL 48.84 93.3 

Locally, Fabrics 9 and 17 continue as the major 
fine oxidized and reduced wares respectively, while 
Savemake ware (Fabric 6) reaches its peak (26.1 %) 
as the major reduced ware at the coarser end. 
Non-local coarsewares include Verulamium-region 
products (Fabric 32) and a small amount of BB I. 

In the assemblage from Group 2, the samian 
content has switched to Central Gaul , comprising 
predominantly Hadrianic and early Antonine pieces 
from Les Martres-de-V eyre and Lezoux. The 
colour-coated wares include both imported 
roughcast beakers probably from Lezoux (Fabric 
141 ), and local examples from North Wiltshire 
(Fabric 85). 

Of the specialist wares, the amphorae could again 
be residual , as could again the North Gaulish 
mortaria, the latter being supplemented by single 

CP3 (EARL V) SUMMARY 
Import 22.3 
Local 68.7 
Non-Local 2.3 

i 

I 

CERAMIC PHASE 3 I 
I 

EARLY I 
! 

Non-
Local 

Import 

( I 

Local -

examples from Verulamium (Fabric 72) and 
Oxfordshire (Fabric 90), dating to the first halfofthe 
second century. 

Of the local wares, Fabrics 9 and 17 continue to 
provide the bulk of the finer utilitarian component, 
but a proportion of it (including white-slipped and 
unslipped flagons) is clearly coming from the North 
Wiltshire industry (Fabric 98), which becomes 
established during this time (although fabric 
distinction is a problem). The sharp decline of 
Savemake ware (Fabric 6) is particularly apparent, 
and is mirrored by the rise in BB I to 12.5%, a figure 
comparable with that at Alcester ( 15%) at this time 
(J. Evans 1995, 145, fig. 66). 

Discussion 
At the beginning of CP 3, the supply of samian 
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TABLE 21 : CERAMIC PHASE 3, c. 1001120-160 (LATE). INSULA VI, PERIOD 3 (CONST) (DQ 36). 
SAMPLE SIZE 9.431kg, 550 SHERDS, 15.5 EVE. DATE OF GROUP: MID-SECOND CENTURY 

CERAMIC PHASE 3 {LATE) c.100/120-160 DQ 36 

Fabric Eve %Eve 
lmp.Finewares 
154A SGS 0.24 1.4 
1548 CGS 2.48 14.2 
BOA (141) 0.26 1.5 
Subtotal 2.98 17.1 

Amphorae 
35 Gallic 1 5.7 

Mortaria Imp/Non-Local Brit. 
67 N.Gaul 0.92 5.3 
72 Ver.reg 0.2 1 .1 
90 Oxww 0.16 0.9 
Subtotal 1.28 7.3 

Local Wares 
9 EWiltsox 1.07 5.7 
17 I 98 Wilts 6.81 38.9 
5 EarlyBB 1.37 7.8 
6 Savernake 0 .8 4.6 
Subtotal 10.05 57 

Non-Local British 
74 2.19 12.5 

TOTAL 17.5 99.6 

appears to be genuinely rising from the low point in 
CP 2 as civilian demand increases, although this 
coincides with the decrease in production from 
South Gaul , which is not matched by an increase 
from Les Martres-de-V eyre (Marsh 1981 ). This 
might explain the distinct lack of imported finewares 
at this time that might normally ride on the back of 
samian-ware cargoes. The most significant shift as 
the phase progresses is the switch to Central Gaulish 
samian supply, occasionally supplemented by 
imported beakers. While the increasing civilian 
demand for finewares is apparent, demand for 
specialist wares is ambiguous, and the supply of 
non-local British mortaria, in particular, is very slow 
to take off. 

Locally, at the beginning of the phase, the pattern 
is really a further consolidation of that established in 
CP 2, and it is apparent that BB I is slow to make 
inroads despite the increased scale of production and 
distribution after c.120. This might testify to the 

. strength of competition provided by Fabrics 5, 6 and 
17 which most closely overlap with BB I 

CP3 {LATE) SUMMARY 
Import 28.1 
Local 57 
Non-Local 14.5 

CERAMIC PHASE 3 LATE 

Non-
Local 

Import 

-
Local 

functionally; but by the end ofCP 3, BB I has already 
begun to establish its eventually pre-eminent 
contribution. 

CP 3 coincides with the growth and development 
of the civitas capital during the first half of the 
second century. The changing pattern of pottery 
supply, particularly with regard to the rise in imports 
and the establishment of a non-local British 
contribution, indicates that this change in status had 
a significant effect on Cirencester's attractiveness as 
a market place. 

CERAMIC PHASE 4 (c.150-160/70) (Table 22; 
Fig. 198) 

Sample 
The sample which best describes the supply pattern 
at this time derives from the infilling of a ditch 
which is probably contemporary with the overlying 
levelling deposits for building VI. I (Period 2.3 ditch 
DQ F 18: fi 11 = DQ 168) The groups appear to 
contain elements later in date than the other groups 
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TABLE 22: CERAM IC PHASE 4, c.l50- l 60/70./NSULA VI, PERIOD 2.3 (DQ Fl8: 168). SAMPLE SIZE 
11.743kg, 533 SHERDS, 25.6 EVE 

CERAMIC PHASE 4 c.160-200/21 0 

FABRIC EVEs %EVEs 

Imported Finewares 
154B CGS 1.22 4.7 
81 A .Cologne Present Present 

Amphorae 
35 Gallic Present Present 
40 Dr.20 Present Present 

Mortaria lmp!Non-loca 
67/68 N.Gaul 0.87 3.4 
90 Oxww 0.45 1.75 
Subtotal 1.32 5.15 

Local Wares 
95/98 Wiltsox 7.1 27.7 
17/98Wiltsgre 8.13 31.8 
5 Early BB 1.86 7.26 
6 Savernake 0.26 1 
Subtotal 17.35 67.76 

Non-local British 
74 BB1 5.6 21.9 

TOTAL 25.49 99.51 

from Period 2.3/Period 3 construction, suggesting 
accumulation primarily during the middle decades of 
the second century or perhaps the third quarter. The 
lack of groups dating to the very late second or early 
third century is dictated by the construction of 
building Vl.l, and only to the south-east of this 
building, and associated with buildings Vl.3-6, are 
there sizeable groups of later date. 

Assemblage Composition 
Many aspects of the assemblage have already been 
introduced in the latter part of CP 3 (Group 2), and 
correspond to the beginning of Going's Cycle 2 
(c.I40) when many industries are reviving (or 
sprouting for the first time) from the low point of 
production in the Hadrianic period (Going 1992, 99). 
The only addition to the finewares are roughcast 
beakers from Cologne (Fabric 81 A), and the samian 
includes a greater proportion of Antonine material. 

Changes in the coarseware assemblage set in train 
towards the end of CP 3, continue with the 
disappearance of Fabric 9, continued decline of 
Fabrics 5 and 6, and the rise of BB I to 20-25%. 

DQ 168 

CP4SUMMARY 
Import 8.1 
Local 67.76 
Non-Local 23.65 

CERAMIC PHASE 4 

Non- Import 
Local 

I . 

Local I 

Discussion 
The most significant changes have affected the 
coarseware supply with a shift in local production 
and the consolidation of a non-local element with 
BB 1 now a significant contributor. The quantities of 
BB 1 (about 25%) for the later second and early third 
century are very much in line with those of other 
sites in the region such as Gloucester (Ireland 1983, 
96, table 3.112), Caerleon (Greep 1986a, fig. 17), and 
Alcester (28.7%, J. Evans 1995, fig. 66). This rise 
does not appear to have affected the finer greyware 
repertoire and the gradual growth of production in 
North Wiltshire. The production of Fabrics 17 and 
98 appears to have overlapped, and evidence from 
the Bath Gate cemetery area (Site CT period I) 
suggests that Fabric 17 continues in production well 
into the third century (CEC H). 

CERAMIC PHASE 5 (c.200-250) (Table 23; 
Fig. 199) 

Sample 
The group selected to reflect supply during the early 
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TABLE 23 : CERAMIC PHASE 5, c.200-250. 1NSULA VI (SHOPS), PERIOD 2 DEMOLITION (DLVI 
F27: 10). 13.5 EVE 

CERAMIC PHASE 5 c. 200/21 0-250 

FABRIC EVEs %EVEs 
Imported Finewares 
154B CGS 2.35 17.4 
80A Lezoux !present present 
81A Cologne 0.08 0.6 
Subtotal 2.43 18 

Amphorae 
40 Dr.20 0.22 1.6 

Mortaria Non-local 
90 Oxww 0.04 0.3 

Local Wares 
85 NWiltscc 0.15 1 .1 
88SWWS 1.34 9.9 
106 SVW 0.49 3.6 
17 EWiltsgrey 2.26 16.7 
98 N.Wilts 0.66 4.9 
5 Early BB 2.33 17.2 
Subtotal 7.23 53.4 

Non-Local Britsh 
74 BB1 3.38 25 

TOTAL 13.3 98.3 

third century derives from deposits overlying 
demolished building Vl.5 and the alleyway and drain 
dividing it from building VI.4 to the south-east at St. 
Michael 's Field. Group DLVI IO derives from the 
fill ofthe Period 2 drain (DLVI F27) and appears to 
be linked to that from DLVI 9, Period 2 demolition 
of building Vl.5. This demolition and subsequent 
levelling-up process appears to have drawn on later 
second to third-century rubbish deposits, the actual 
demolition of building VI.5 probably occurring 
around the middle of the third century. 

Assemblage Composition 
The fineware assemblage has not really changed 
from CP 4 and is still dominated by samian ware 
from Central Gaul and supplemented by ' Rhenish ' 
ware beakers from Lezoux (Fabric 80A) and 
roughcast beakers from both Cologne and North 
Wiltshire (possibly residual). Amphorae are Dressel 
20s of Baetican origin, with some sherds of Gallic 
types also present, while mortaria in the group are 
confined to white-ware examples from Oxfordshire. 

DL VI 9/1 O(Period 3) 

CP5SUMMARY 
lm_Q_ort 19.6 
Local 53.4 
Non-local 25.3 

CERAMIC PHASE 5 

Non-
Import 

local 

I 

-
Local 

Flagons are in the local Wiltshire white-slipped 
ware (Fabric 95), with examples in the harder and 
coarser South-West white-slip ware (Fabric 88) also 
present. Oxidised wares from the Severn Valley 
(Fabric I 06) are present in small quantities, and are 
also produced in small amounts by the North 
Wiltshire potteries (Fabric 98). The bulk of the fine 
greyware repertoire is still being supplied in Fabric 
17, although fabric variability makes distinction 
between Fabrics I7 and 98 problematic. Remarkably 
the local wheelmade black-burnished Fabric 5 
makes an apparent resurgence which is linked with 
its imitation of BB I jar and bowl types from the later 
second century. BB I itself continues to increase its 
share of the market and the supply of jars 
outnumbers bowls and dishes combined by more 
than 2: I (EVE ratios 2.39 : 0.6I : 0.38). 
Cooking-pots are predominantly of later 
second-century type with attributes such as upright 
rims and acute-angled lattice, with just a single 
example of the types with a more outflaring rim and 
obtuse-angled lattice which appear from the early 


