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INTRODUCTION 

The basilica was first discovered in November 1897 
by Wilfred Cripps whilst excavating in the garden 
of Watermoor House. The work mainly focused on 
the south-west end of the structure, with ·small 
targeted explorations elsewhere, the end result 
being a plan (Cripps 1898)but little evidence for the 
date and development of the building (Fig. 60); 
Cripps presumed that the forum lay to the 
north-west of the basilica, although no exploration 
occurred in this area until February 1937 when A. J. 
Matthews excavated two trenches at the lower end 
of the grounds of Chester House adjacent to the 
A venue in advance of the construction of a new 
cinema. Work thereafter seems to have continued 
further to the north-west nearer Lewis Lane, 
although little record of the discoveries now 
remains and no formal report was ever published. 
The only information which now survives derives 
from correspondence held in the Corinium 
Museum, some photographs taken by the then 
curator W. C. Priestley, newspaper accounts, and a 
brief published note (J Roman Studs 28, 1938, 190). 
From these sources it is clear that in April 1937 a 
geometric mosaic pavement was found beneath the 
present site of the cinema, and this was evidently 
part of the same pavement that had first been 
exposed in the late nineteenth century (Haverfield 
1920, 177, no. 26), and which Wacher examined 
again in 1963 (p. 116). Two parallel walls, 15.2m 
apart, were also located running east to west for a 
distance of 32m; these can most probably be 
interpreted as the front wall of the inner portico on 
the north-west side of the forum, and the outside 
(north-west) wall of that range. A wall 39.6m north 
of the basilica is presumably one of those marked by 
Wacher ( 1964, 14, fig. 2; evaluation in 1997 now 
suggests that they were inaccurately located), which 
may derive from a plan referred to in 
correspondence by Priestley; unfortunately this 
cannot now be located. In May 1937 a large wall 
was found which can now be recognised as the 

partition wall within the courtyard discovered by 
Wacher· in 1963. Also recovered during· these 
works was ·a fragment of a Purbeck marble 
inscription which mentions respublica, 'the· civitas' 
(RIB 114). 

ln-1961 J. S. Wacher excavated thirteen small 
trenches ADI-XIII within the area previously 
examined by Cripps in an attempt to elucidate the 
chronology and structural history of the basilica 
(Fig. 61 ). The excavation was undertaken over three 
weeks of the Easter vacation. in unremitting -,and 
torrential rain. The regular collapse Of ·standing 
sections may account for some of the intrusive 
material within earlier layers. Four main periods of 
construction were · identified, although a :general 
paucity of dating material makes it difficult to 
correlate some layers between trenches which were 
not all excavated to the same degree. Consequently 
attribution~of layers to specific periods is not always 
certain. 

In 1963 Wacher excavated a further thirteen 
trenches in the area of the forum (A VI-XIII) which 
effectively provided a strip across the length of the 
north-western courtyard (Fig. 60). Interim reports on 
both seasons were published (Wacher 1962, 5-8; 
Wacher 1964, 9-14) and the sequence proposed 
there has stood the test of re-examination. 

There has been little subsequent work on the site 
of the basilica and forum. David Brown located a 
wall of the portico which bordered the forum on its 
south-western side in 1968, and a watching brief by 
David Wilkinson in 1986 observed some traces of 
metalling beneath Tower Street. In 1991 a gravel 
surface within the nave was recorded in a watching 
brief at 24 The A venue (Parry 1992), and in 1994 
hand-excavation of a new foundation trench 
revealed a mortar surface within the office range at 
the rear of the basilica (Morton 1994a). In 1997 
evaluation in advance of the proposed 
re-development of the cinema led to the excavation 
of six small trenches (Barber 1997). These located 
features in the north-west and north-east ranges of 
the forum, and street 0 to the north-east. 



100 CIRENCESTER EXCAVATIONS V 

1986 
Watching 

brief 

_ _j 

?OUTER PORTICO 

NORTHWEST RANGE 

INNER PORTICO 

1897 

* Corinthian capitals 

60. Plan of the basilica and forum 

AY IX 

AY Xl;j 

I 
11 
I 
I I 1.; 

f' AY Ill 

J 
AY VI AY VII 

AY VIII 

0 

n 
i) 

1991 
+ 

LJ 1997 
T5 

50 m 



101 

THE BASILICA 

DEPOSITS EARLIER THAN THE FIRST 
STONE BASILICA 

The area subsequently occupied by the rear portico 
and offices of the basilica had previously comprised 
ditches Ill and IV of the defences of the Leaholme 
fort. Little investigation of these features occurred 
and no dating evidence was recovered (CEC I, 34-6). 

PERIOD 1: THE FIRST STONE BASILICA 
(Late first or early second century) (Fig. 62) 

Cripps revealed an aisled hall with an apse at the 
south-west end (Fig. 6I ). The apse had an estimated 
diameter of23.8m, the same width as the hall, which 
was divided into a nave and two flanking aisles by 
low sleeper walls. A 'massive wall' discovered in 
sewer works in Corin Street (now The Avenue) in 
the nineteenth century (Cripps I898, 74) can 
reasonably be identified as the main north-west wall 
of the basilica. On the south-east side of the rear aisle 
lay a range of rooms, of which three were examined, 
with a fourth in the angle between the apse and the 
south-west end wall. Further targeted explorations in 
gardens either side of Chester Street to the north-east 
established that the rear range continued as far as an 
end cross-wall of the hall, giving an overall length 
for the basilica of I 0 I m (excluding any external 
porticos). There was no evidence for a corresponding 
apse at the north-east end and Cripps suggested that 
there had instead been a portico, forming the main 
entrance to the building. He also revealed a wall on 
the north-western edge of The A venue which is 
likely to have been that of a portico bordering the 
front of the basilica. 

Nine courses of the original wall of the apse were 
revealed in trenches ADII and IX, comprising four 
courses of rough unfaced footings set in a trench cut 
into natural, above which were five dressed courses 
(Fig. 63, section BC). The wall was a solid piece of 
masonry, curved on its inner face. The foundations 
consisted of large, irregular stones varying from 
24-30mm in length and 7-22mm in depth, whilst the 
upper four courses were made from roughly faced 
stones 23-30mm long and I 0- I 2mm thick, bonded 
with a soft pale buff mortar. Springing from the outer 
circumference of the apse was a wall which divided 
Room I, set in the angle behind the apse wall and the 
end wall, from Room 2. · 

Five courses of the primary construction of the 
wall dividing Rooms 3 and 4 survived. The upper 
four courses rested upon one course of rough . 
footings level with the top of the natural clay and 
were of similar construction to the wall of the apse 
except that the stones were all of equal size 
throughout. To the south-east of the offices was an 
outer portico which fronted street F. The portico was 
4m wide and its outer wall ADIV 18/ ADVI 30 was a 
sleeper wall which supported a colonnade. The wall 
was c.l.45m wide, with four roughly dressed courses 

of footings above which a single upper course was 
offset by 0.27m. The wall was bonded with a yellow 
mortar which was also used to render its upper 
surface with a smooth finish. 

Room2 
The lowest two floor surfaces examined were of 
mortar (ADXII 43, 42) separated by an occupation 
deposit AD XII 4 I. They must relate to the primary 
building, as the upper floor was cut by a Period 2 
construction trench; this floor was 'covered with a 
thin layer of occupation AD XII 42a. 

Room3 
(Fig. 63, sections BC, DE; Fig. 65, section HJ) 
The earliest floor was of white mortar ADII 
43/ADIII 33/ADV I 12 set above a series of rubble 
make-up deposits ADII 37-34/ADV 113-14 which in 
turn overlay natural and filled the upper level of fort 
ditch IV. This may have been deliberate backfill, or 
the result of slumping of make-up into the softer 
ditch fills. The floor was covered with occupation 
material ADII 42-38/ADIII 32-30, 27/ADV 111-
107/ADXI 15-16. In ADV the occupation was 
sealed by a gravel floor ADV 98 in which was a 
narrow timber slot ADV 100 and a number of post 
and stakeholes ADV 101-106 (Fig. 61). These 
features were sealed by occupation ADV 98a, 97, 
95 before thick dumps of gravel ADV 94, 92, 
separated by a layer of occupation ADV 93, were 
dumped, presumably to counter the effects of 
subsidence. 

Portico 
(Fig. 63, section FG) 
The first surface encountered was of stone slabs 
ADVI 47 overlaid with silt ADVI 46 which had 
washed in from the street. A second slab floor ADVI 
45a was laid on the north-western side, possibly to 
compensate for subsidence into the underlying fort 
ditch. This was covered with a mortar surface ADVI 
45 which was in turn subsumed by a build-up of silt 
ADVI 44. A third slabbed floor ADVI 42 was 
overlaid by a thick occupation deposit ADVI 40 
which was cut by the trenches for the Period 2 
reconstruction of the portic?· 

Dating Evidence 

CONSTRUCTION 

Portico 
AD VI 55 Samian: Dr 15/17 or 18, SG, probably Claudio-Neronian; 
bowl, Lezoux, probably pre-Flavian. · Coarseware: poppyhead 
beaker as Gill am 70. 

Poppyhead beakers do not appear in the ceramic 
repertoire until at least c.85, becoming more 
common in the early second century (cf., for 
example, the evidence from Chelmsford (Going 
1987, types H6.1/6.2) and London (C. Green 1980 
54) which lie close to .the south-eastern industrie~ 
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which produced this type). The form was also made 
in several ofthe Oxford kilns (Young 1977, 217). 

At the time of excavation the construction of the 
basilica was dated to the middle Flavian period 
(Wacher 1962, 7), an entirely reasonable hypothesis 
given the evidence then available. Indeed it had 
only been six years earlier that the inscription 
naming Agricola from the Verulamium basilica 
(Frere 1983, 69-72) had been found to provide 
material support for Tacitus's famous passage 
(Agricola, 21, 1). Since then much new evidence has 
been recovered for the date of Romano-British fora, 
and recent surveys have stressed the comparatively 
slight evidence for construction before the start of 
the second century (Fulford 1985; Wacher 1989, 
92). While it would be unwise to place too much 
reliance upon a single pottery vessel, the poppyhead 
beaker suggests that construction is unlikely to have 
been completed before the late first century at 
earliest. 

OCCUPATION 

Room2 
AD XII 42a Samian: Dr 18, SG, Flavian; Dr 29, SG, Neronian-early 
Flavian; scraps, SG, probably pre-Fiavian. 

RoomJ 
ADIII 32-30, 27/ADII 42-38/ADV 111-107/ADXI 15-16 Coins: 
Nero, RIC 290, 64-8; Claudian copy as RIC 66, 43-64. Samian: Dr 
29, SG, c. 70-85; Dr 27 (x3), 15/17, 29, 18, all SG, pre-Fiavian; cup, 
scrap, both SG, Neronian or early Flavian; Dr 24, SG, Claudian or 
early Neronian; Dr 18, stamped by Licinus of La Graufesenque (die 
20a), c.45-65. 

· ADXI 13/ADV 98-95 Coin: Vespasian, RIC 739,72. Samian: Dr 37, 
SG, Flavian-Trajanic; Dr 29 (x2), SG, c.70-85; Dr 37, SG, Flavian; 
Dr 29 (x2), SG, Neronian or early Flavian; Dr 15/17, 15/17 or 18, 
18, 18R, 24, 27, all SG and pre-F1avian. 
ADIII 29 Samian: Dr 27, CG, Hadrianic or early Antonine; Dr 18 
(x2), SG, F1avian; Dr 29 stamped by Calvus i of La Graufesenque 
(die 8a), c.70-85; Dr 15/17R (x2), 18R, SG, pre-Fiavian. 
AD111 32 Samian: scrap, SG, Neronian or early F1avian. 
Coarseware: 8811id and flagon. 
ADV 92 Samian: Dr 18/31, SG, Flavian-Trajanic; Dr 29, SG, 
c.70-85; Dr 15/17, 18 (x 2), 18R, 30 or 37, all SG and Flavian. 

Portico 
ADV146 Samian: Dr 15/17, 15/17 or 18, 18, 27, 29, dish, all SG and 
pre-Fiavian; bowl, Lezoux, probably pre-F1avian. 

ADVI 40 Coin: Nero, R1C 317, 64-9. Samian: Dr 29 (x2), SG, 
c. 70-85; Dr 18 (x2), 18R, SG, Flavian; Dr 27, SG, Neronian or early 
Flavian. Coarseware: roughcast beaker, small jar with white 
barbotine circles (?North Wiltshire-Oxfordshire), Savernake and 
imitation Dr 29 (?North Wiltshire). 

The latest firmly datable piece is the Hadrianic or 
early Antonine samian cup from occupation within 
Room 3 which provides a terminus post quem for the 
next phase. 

PERIOD 2: RECONSTRUCTION OF THE 
BASILICA (Hadrianic or early Antonine) 
(Fig. 62) 

The instability of the backfilled ditches, coupled 
with inadequate foundations, caused the walls of the 
original basilica to crack, making it necessary to 
demolish and rebuild a major part of the structure. 
With minor exceptions (such as the sub-division of 
Room 3) the building seems to have been rebuilt to 
the same plan as previously. 

The walls of the apse were examined in three 
trenches; ADII, ADXI, and ADIX. In the case ofthe 
latter the wall was simply revealed, photographed 
and plotted with no further excavation. In ADII the 
surviving nine courses of the Period 1 wall formed a 
foundation upon which the Period 2 walls were built 
directly, there being a 0.15m offset above the earlier 
work (Fig. 66). Eight courses of the new work 
survived on the inner face of the apse, four above a 
plinth with a 0.33m offset (Fig. 63, section BC). The 
plinth was composed of roughly-faced irregularly
sized stones set in an orange-buff hard mortar. The 
courses above were smooth-faced and roughly 
squared, 0.12-0.24m long and 70-1 OOmm thick. One 
stone in the course immediately above the plinth 
bore a carefully incised cross, presumably a mason's 
mark. In trench ADXI there was a layer of rubble, 
0.15-0.3m thick, separating the top of Period I work 
from the new construction. 

The roof of the main hall was supported by a series 
of columns which sat upon sleeper walls, one across 
the end of the apse, and two flanking the nave 
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66. The curving wall of the Period 2 apse in Trench ADII at 
the south-west end of the basilica. Scale in feet 

(Cripps 1898, 75-6). Two sections of the wall across 
the apse were exposed in trenches ADX and ADXI. 
In the fonner the location of this wall was plotted 
with no further investigation. In ADXI this wall, 
approximately 1.2m wide, was of a single build with 
the plinth on the inner face of the apse, and was made 
of similar masonry. It was six courses high above 
two offset courses, with its surface being level with 
the top of the plinth. Below the offset was a layer of 
rubble, 0.3m thick, which overlay the Period I work. 
The top of the wall was finished with a smooth 
rendered mortar surface which served as bedding for 
the Pennant sandstone flags found in situ by Cripps 
(1898, 75). The south-east end of the cross-wall 
projected I 00-120mm beyond the south-east face of 
the north-west office wall. 

The sleeper wall which separated the nave from 
the south-eastern aisle was 1.4m wide and supported 
large monolithic stone imposts. That at the 
intersection with the wall across the apse had been 
robbed, but the corresponding base on the opposite 
side of the nave was 1.47m square and 0.46m thick. 
No details of the intercolumniation were established, 
save that it was in excess of 4m. 

The rebuilt wall dividing Room I from Room 2 
was made from smooth-faced, roughly squared 
facing-stones above more irregular offset courses. 
Eight courses of stonework survived above the offset 
and eight below, with a width of 0.8m above the 
5mm offset on either face. Traces of the Period I 
build could just be detected projecting 0.15m to the 
south-east below the lowest offset course, and 
separated from it by 0.1 m of rubble. A doorway, 
0.9m wide, provided access between Rooms I and 2 
(Fig. 67). lt was built with well -pointed, smooth, 
dressed stones, some with chevron tooling, 80mm in 
depth and varying from 120 to 400mm in length. 
There was a gap in the north-west face of the wall 

67. The Period 2 doorway between Rooms 2 (foreground) 
and I of the basilica. Trench ADXII. Scale in feet 

above the offset presumably to accommodate a 
wooden door sill. Three voussoirs found reused in 
the subsequent blocking must have derived from an 
arch above the door; they were 0.3m wide at the top, 
tapering to 0.25m wide at the bottom, and were 
0.2-0.28m high. About six voussoirs of these 
dimensions would have fonned a complete arch. 

The walls inside Room 1 were unplastered, but the 
north-west wall of Room 2 had been rendered with 
plain white plaster above the offset. Cripps ( 1898, 
fig.) records coloured plaster on the south-west wall 
and plain plaster on the north-west and north-east 
walls. The wall dividing Rooms 2 and 3 was not 
examined in 1961 but interpolated from Cripps's 
plan. Room 3 was subdivided by a new partition wall 
into two equal-sized smaller rooms (3a and b); there 
was no trace of an earlier Period I wall in this 
position. The new partition wall ADII 9/ADIII 10 
bonded with the rebuilt wall of the apse and overlay 
the Period I offset. Thirteen courses of foundations 
survived, the uppennost course being worn at its 
north-west end where there was a doorway I m wide 
(ADII 15), impressions in the mortar defining the 
position of the timber door jambs. The north-west 
wall ofRoom 3ahad been rendered with plain plaster. 

The partition between Rooms 3 and 4 was also 
rebuilt, the nine foundation courses of the new work 
resting directly on top of the Period I fabric. There 
was a 5mm offset at the top of the foundation, above 
which three upper courses survived. At the 
south-east end of the wall the Period 2 rebuild 
stepped down to bond with five courses of the Period 
I rear wall, the large joints being filled with yellow 
mortar. 

At the junction between the partition walls and the 
wall separating the offices from the rear portico large 
dressed impost blocks sat upon a sleeper wall. The 
sleeper wall had deep foundations, comprising four 
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68. The Period 2 impost in Trench ADV which supported 
the arcade dividing the offices from the portico to the rear 
of the basilica. Scale in feet 

courses of irregular footings above which were eleven 
further courses. Two upper courses were offset above 
the top of the foundations, and it was upon this course 
that the blocks were placed. These blocks must have 
served as imposts for an open arcade which separated 
the offices from the portico. The impost at the 
intersection with the partition wall between Rooms 3b 
and 4 survived two courses high, the wall overlying 
slightly the upper surface of the lower block and 
abutting the rear face of the upper which measured 
0.9m square and was 0.3m thick (Fig. 68). Two 
square rebates had been cut from the front corner of 
the upper block which had been dressed with 
rusticated tooling and had been heavily weathered. 
There appears to have been a lewis hole in the upper 
surface. The impost block at the intersection with the 
partition wall between Rooms 3a/b was very similar 
and also had a lewis hole in its upper surface (Fig. 69). 
Similar impost blocks were found in the north-east 
entrance of the amphitheatre (p. 157). 

The sleeper wall which supported the columns on 
the south-eastern side of portico was also almost 
entirely rebuilt. In ADVI the foundations of the 
Period I wall were overlaid by a further eight courses 
of roughly dressed footings, above which there was 
an offset and a further single dressed course. This 
course was surmounted by square stone blocks, 
about I m across and 0.33m thick, the edges of which 
were uncovered in ADIV and ADVI. They 
presumably formed part of the sty lobate supporting 
the columns of the portico and were badly worn and 
weathered. The excavator considered that although 
only two blocks were found, they were probably part 
of a continuous stylobate rather than being supports 
for individual columns, as the intercolumniation is 
likely to have matched the positions of the imposts of 
the internal arcade, which these two blocks do not. 

69. The Period 2 impost from the arcade in Trench AD Ill, 
and the wall separating Rooms 3a and 3b. Scale in feet 

Room2 
Room 2 was investigated in trenches ADVII and 
ADXII. None of the trenches was excavated to 
natural, and in ADVII only the latest levels were 
uncovered. In ADXII the Period 1 floors ADXII 43 , 
42 were cut by the construction trench ADXII 40 for 
the rebuilt wall between Rooms I and 2, and sealed 
by clay and rubble make-up layers ADXII 39-8 for a 
mortar floor ADXII 37. Its surface was covered with 
a series of layers of grit, mortary rubble, clay and silt 
ADXII 31, 33, 37. The floor ADXII 23 above these 
deposits had been burnt and was covered with 
characteristic debris. The south-east face of the 
blocking of the doorway between Rooms I and 2 had 
also been burnt, which suggests that the blocking 
was in place before the ?industrial processes took 
place. Accordingly the overlying floor levels have 
been ascribed to Period 3. 

Room 3a 
(Fig. 63, sections BC; DE) 
Overlying the occupation deposits on the Period I 
floor was a thick make-up of loam ADIII 24/6, 
white limestone brash ADIII 23/ADII 30 and gravel 
ADIII 22/ADII 29 sealed by a white mortar floor 
ADIII 21/ADII 24/25 . An infant burial was found 
within this surface adjacent to the doorway into 
Room 3b. It may have formed a foundation deposit, 
as the association of such burials with walls and 
doorways is commonly attested (Scott 1990). This 
surface was replaced by a brown clay floor ADIII 
19/ ADII 23 which was sealed by a burnt mortar 
floor A Dill 18/ ADII 15 with stakeholes in it. In 
ADIII the stakeholes were sealed by another mortar 
surface ADIII 17 whilst in ADII the burnt floor was 
cut by a large stone-packed posthole ADII 20 and 
sealed by occupation deposits ADII 18/19 which 
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contained a number of fragments of lead and a piece 
of window glass. 

Room3b 
(Fig. 65, section HJ) 
Make-up ADV 91/90/89/ADXI 12/11 was covered 
with a mortar surface ADV 87/ADXI 9 which 
probably served as a bedding for stone slabs level 
with the offset of the north-east partition wall. Cut 
into this floor was a small hearth pit AD XI I 0 with 
vertical burnt clay sides. It was 0.45m deep, of which 
the bottom 0.15m was filled with charcoal. This pit 
was covered with a further mortar floor ADV 
86/ADXI6, into which a rectangular pit ADV 88 had 
been dug. This surface was sealed by a burnt mortar 
and cobble floor ADV 84 which contained a number 
of loose tesserae. This was cut by a stakehole ADV 
85 and in turn covered by occupation ADV 83. 

Portico 
(Fig. 63, sections BC, FG) 
A mortar floor ADVI37/ADIV 26lapped over the top 
of the sleeper wall which supported the arcade 
separating the offices and the portico, and sealed the 
construction trench for the rebuilt stylobate of the 
colonnade. A series of gravel, brown clay and grit 
deposits ADVI 36-32, 17, ADlV 24-21, 16, 14, 13 
accumulated above this surface. In AD VI a thin gravel 
and mortar floor ADVl 13 was laid across the portico, 
sealing various silt deposits which had accumulated 
above floor ADVI 37. The relationship of this surface 
to the sleeper wall supporting the arcade had been 
removed by Cripps's excavation trench. In ADV a 
mortar floor ADV 32 preserved at one point on its 
underside the impressions of timber boards, a row of 
three iron nails indicating where they had been fixed 
to an underlying member (Fig. 70). Originally it was 

70. Impression of the planked ?masons' board with iron 
nails still in situ. Scale in inches 

thought that these impressions were formed by an 
earlier wooden floor, but given that the impressions 
were not seen elsewhere in the portico it is more likely 
that this was a purely local feature. The excavator 
suggests that it might have been a masons' 
mortar-board which got left behind and covered up. 

Dating Evidence 

CONSTRUCTION 

Room 2 
AOXII 37 Samian: Or 18R, SG, Flavian. 

Room 3a 
AOIII 24/26 Coarseware: local imitation BBI plain-rimmed dish; 
local imitation BB I small flanged bowl. 
AOIII 23-21 /AOJI 20-19 Samian: Or 15/17R or 18/31R, M de V, 
Trajanic. 
AOII 25 Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated beaker. 

Room 3b 
AOV 30 (wall trench for south-east office wall) Samian: flake, CG, 
second century. 
AOXI9 Coin: Gratian, as CK 297,367-75 . 

The coin of Gratian and the Oxford ware beaker both 
come from the first mortar surface, and could have 
been pressed into the surface during its life rather 
than being sealed within it at the time of 
construction. Even if this is the case, and the pieces 
relate to occupation rather than construction, they 
still cause problems (see below). 

Excluding these pieces there is nothing which need 
be later than the Hadrianic or early Antonine samian 
piece from the Period I occupation in Room 3. 
Sufficient time must be allowed within Period I for 
the floor in Room 2 to be replaced once and that in 
the portico twice. 

Another factor which might have a bearing on the 
date of the reconstruction of the basilica is the 
Corinthian capitals recovered from the building. 
Cripps found the upper parts of two Corinthian 
capitals on and near the north-eastern end wall of 
the basilica (Cripps 1898, 77, pi. IV; Blagg 1993, 
nos. 189-90), as well as the lower part of a capital 
(Biagg 1993, no. 198). The capitals are carved in a 
shelly oolitic limestone and fall into Blagg's (1980) 
Class C which displays strong Rhineland influence 
(Biagg 1977, 64-9). The Cirencester capitals bear a 
marked similarity to the capitals used in the 
basilicas at Silchester and Caerwent. The stone 
forum at Silchester is dated c.125-50 (Fulford 1985, 
52-3) and that at Caerwent earlier second century, 
possibly during the reign of Hadrian (Brewer 1993, 
65). It is uncertain how long the Rhenish 
architectural fashion persisted, although as Blagg 
considered the Cirencester capitals to be 
typologically later than the other examples, an early 
Antonine date might be appropriate. Given this 
dating it is probable that the capitals should be 
assigned to the Period 2 reconstruction. 

OCCUPATION 

Room 2 
AOXII 26/31/33 Samian: Or 29, SG, c.70-85. 
AOXII 24 Samian: Or 33, CG, Antonine. 
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Room la 
ADIII 19 Coarseware: BB I bead-~immed cooking-pot. . 
AD111 18 Samian: lli 18/31 or 31, CG, Hadrianic or early Antonine; 
Or 18/31, M de V, Trajanic or early Hadrianic. Coarseware: BBI 
chamfered flat-rimmed bowl with lattice decoration; BB I 
cooking-pot with acute-angled lattice decoration. 

Portico 
ADIV 21 Samian: Dr 18/31, 30 or'37, 33 (x3), CG, Hadrianic
Antonine. 
ADIV 16 Samian: Dr 37, CG, in the style ofCinnamus ii, c.IS0-80; 
Or 37, CG, by a member of the Cerialis ii-Cinnamus ii group, 
c.135-70; Or 18/31 R, 27, both CG and Hadrianic-Antonine; Dr 30 or 
37, CG, Hadrianic. Coarseware: BBI flat-rimmed bowl, lattice 
decoration .. 
ADIV 13 Samian: jar, CG, c.IS0-200. Coarseware: Nene Valley 
colour-eoated hunt cup; Mancetter-Hartshill mortarium; BB I 
plain-rimmed dish; intersecting-arc decoration. 

The latest material associated with the occupation of 
Period 2 is the coin of 367-75 and the Oxford 
colour-coated beaker from possible construction 
levels discussed above. Even if they relate to 
occ'upation rather than construction they would 
necessitate the primary floors to have continued in 
use for 200 years, an unlikely occurrence. For this 
reaso~ they are best regarded as intrusive and 
disregarded. Of the other material there is nothing 
which need date be after the later second century, 
although as the quantity·of material is small it would 
be unwise to place too much reliance on this. 

:'ERIOD 3: MODIFICATION TO THE 
BASILICJ\. ~~econd h'alf of the fourth century) 
(Fig. 62) 

This P.~riod is defined by a series of modifications to 
the.rear range of the basilica. Not all the events are 
necessarily ~ontemporary. 

The doorway between Rooms I and 2 was blocked 
with .large irregular stones and rubble ADXII 6 
includ.ing tqree voussoirs (p. 1 05). The blocking was 
carried do~n to the level of the primary Period 2 
floor ADXII 37. However, if the door sill had been 
robbed out, the blocking may have appeared to have 
commenced from a lower level than the surface with 
which it was in fact related. The blocking, and the 
adjoining wall faces, had been subsequently affected 
by fire. 

The north-east wall of Room 2 was replaced by a 
new partition wall, 1 m further to the north-east, 
producing a slightly larger room~ The lower courses 
of this wall abutted the sleeper wall of the rear 
arcade; the two upper courses projected across its 
smooth rendered surface. The lowest course of the 
north-east face of the new wall appeared to be resting 
on a rubble footing which sat upon floor make-up 
ADIII 20. The wall dividing Rooms 3a and 3b was 
demolished, as was also that separating Rooms 3b 
and 4; its uppermost course following demolition 
displayed evidence of wear. Rooms 3a!b and 4 thus 
became one large room. 

The sleeper wall which Sl!pported the arcade 
separating the offices from the portico was rebuilt, 
probably now to··fill-in the openings. The new wall, 
which survived to ·a height of six courses, was 

separated by a layer of rubble about 0.15m thick 
from the top of the earlier wall. In ADV there was a 
gap_ of 0.5m filled with rubble and mortar between 
the south-west side of the impost and three courses 
of the new walling. The construction trench for the 
rebuilt wall cut through a deposit of mortar and tile 
chips which formed a smooth hard surface ADIV 12 
within the portico; that surface also sealed the 
stylobate of the Period 2 colonnade. This 
demonstrates that the portico had been demolished 
by this time. 

The Apse (Periods 2/3) 
(Fig. 63, section BC) 
The floor of the apse had been originally of 
limestone paving-slabs 1 OOmm thick, laid on white 
mortar ADXI 28 above a rubble and mortar 
make-up. The pavine, survived in one small area in 
ADII and had previously been recorded by Cripps 
(1898, 75); the surface ofthe slabs in this trench was 
70mm higher than the top of the plinth. Elsewhere 
the mortar preserved the impressions of the robbed 
stones. Following the removal of some of the slabs, 
the mortar bedding was covered with occupation 
ADXI 28a. 

Trench ADI, which was only partly excavated, 
revealed three successive mortar floors. The lowest 
surface ADI 10 examined was of white mortar set 
upon loam ADI 11 and rubble make-up ADI 13. The 
latter contained several large blocks including 
fragments of two column drums, presumably reused 
from the Period 1 structure. The floor was covered 
with an occupation layer ADI 1 Oa beneath a second 
mortar surface ADI 9. A further occupation layer 
ADI 9a was sealed by the third and latest mortar 
surface ADI 7 which could be the same bedding for 
the. stone-slabs found elsewhere. This surface was 
covered with an ashy occupation layer ADI 7a; ?= 
ADXI 28a containing a large stone block with a 
semi-circular cut-out in one side, possibly part of a 
statue base. This material was sealed by backfill 
from Cripps's excavations. 

Room 1 (Periods 2/3) 
The few layers investigated in Room 1 probably 
belong to the later history of the basilica. The 
doorway with Room 2 was blocked and so the room 
either became dead space, or an alternative access 
existed. The lowest surface excavated was of yellow 
clay with large flat stones ADXII 35, 34 sealed by 
demolition deposits AD XII 27, 28, 30. Cripps (1898, 
74) recorded a dump in one corner of the room 
comprising oyster shells, pottery and a skeleton of a 
dog. An unpublished plan by St. John Hope in the 
collections of the Society of Antiquaries also shows 
that a column drum, 0.57m in diameter .and 0.48m 
~igh, and what appears to be the lower part·. of a 
column base were also found in this room. 

Room2 
The Period 2 floor AD XII 23 had been burnt and was 
cut by a timber slot ADXII 24 and four stakeholes 
(Fig. 61 ). It was overlaid. by a second burnt surface 
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AD XII 22 into which a further eight stakes had been 
driven. This floor was covered with patches of ash 
and a succession of grey grit surfaces AD XII 21-17, 
the uppennost of which ADXII 17 was cut by two 
timber slots ADXII 15 and 16, 0.8m apart on a 
north-west/south-east alignment. A copper-alloy 
tack· was found on the edge of each slot. Deposit 
ADXII 17 produced a number of fragments of 
copper alloy including a pin and a stud as well as a 
fragment of ?clinker. The quantity of associated 
burnt material and ash implies that some fonn of 
minor industrial activity was taking place. A burnt 
occupation deposit ADXII 14 sealed this horizon. 
The fact that the south-eastern face of the blocking in 
the doorway to Room 1 was also burnt means that it 
was in place before the activity started. 

The burnt deposits were sealed by a thin mortar 
spread ADXII 13 which was covered with a 
succession of occupation deposits and patchings 
(AD XII I 2-8). The final floor was a worn cobble .and 
mortar surface ADXII 5/ADVII 6,7 sealed by a black 
occupation deposit ADXII 4/ADVII 5. 

Roorn 3/4 
(Fig. 63, sections BC; DE; Fig. 65, section HJ) 
The partition wall between Rooms 3a and 3b was 
demolished, the upper surviving course being burnt. 
The Period 2 floors were covered with a stony 
make-up ADII 13a which overlay the demolished 
partition wall, and a yellow sandy floor ADII 
13/ADIII 16/14laid. 

In the north-east part of the room the relationship 
of the upper floors levels with the demolished 
partition wall with Room 4 had been destroyed by 
Cripps's excavation trenches but it is likely that 
cobbled surface ADV 82/ADXI 5 overlay the 
levelled wall. This surface was covered with a 
mortar and grit floor ADV 81/ADXI 4 into which 
was cut a hearth pit AXI 8 lined with burnt clay and 
containing many oyster shells (Fig. 6 I). The pit was 
overlaid by a mortar floor ADIII 11/ADII 10/ADV 
80/77 founded upon grey grit and pebble make-up 
ADIII 13/12/ADII I I. This was replaced by a cobble 
and gravel surface ADIII 8/ADII 8/ADV 24/14/ADXI 
3 with evidence of patching ADV 7 and occupation 
ADV I 4a. The floor was cut by ari oven AD Ill 7 and a 
large posthole ADV 78. The oven had a base f01med 
from large stones, much reddened by burning, and 
burnt clay sides. It was I .8m long, about I .2m wide 
and 0.66m deep, and was filled with ash and charcoal 
which contained animal bones, fragments of opus 
signinum, and fragments of copper alloy including 
part of a bracelet. 

Area of Demolished Portico 
(Fig. 63, sections BC, FG) 
The mortar and tile chip surface ADIV I 2 whieh 
sealed the redundant stylobate was overlaid by silt 
ADIV I 1. 

Possibly contemporary with the demolition of the 
portico was the construction of a new wall, I .2m to 
the south-east. In ADVI the wall was composed of 
small 'irregular footings three courses deep which 

had been cut into the street surface. The stones in the 
footings appeared to have been burnt. Above the 
footings was a 70mm wide offset, above which two 
courses of the wall, c.0.56m wide, survived. The 
wall was poorly constructed with rough uneven 
blocks of reused limestone bonded with dark orange 
mortar. It is probable that the wall continued to the 
north-east and returned across the site of the fonner 
portico to join with the new wall dividing Rooms 2 
and 3/4; there was no sign that in continued 
north-eastwards in a small extension to trench 
ADIV, and the very shallow depth of the foundation 
trench may account for there being no trace of the 
north-western return in ADXIII (Fig. 71). On the 
south-east side of the wall was a cobble and clay 
surface ADVI 9/ADXIII 5 which was level with the 
top of the foundation offset; this is likely to represent 
the latest surface of street F. It was sealed by dark 
soil containing much demolition rubble ADVI 8. 
The gap between the new wall and the stylobate of 
the fonner portico became silted up .(ADVI 45, 
21/ADXIII 6). This was then sealed by a layer of 
debris ADVI 16/18/19, and included stones, burnt 
daub, mortar and plaster. The debris was sealed by 
the latest surface found (ADVI 7/ADIV 10), uneven 
and irregular of mixed material, including cobbles, 
which in trench ADIV extended part way across the 
fonner portico area. 

A wall orientated north-west to south-east found in 
trench AD XIII was examined again in trench AEVI 
(Fig. 71), where there was limited· investigation of 
the uppennost street levels. The earliest deposit 
examined was silt AEVI 8 containing part of a 
column base. Above this was a cobbled surface 
AEVI 6 ?= ADVI 9/ADXIII 5 which was overlaid by 
loam and charcoal AEVI 7. The wall was built from 
this level. Its core was made from' unmortared stone 
and tile AEVI 4, and a trench AEVI 5 at one side 
perhaps robbed the facing-stones. The wall varied in 
width from 0.56m to 0.76m, and must have served to 
block access into street F from Ennin Street. It was 
covered by green silt AEVI 3 beneath demolition 
rubble AEVI 2. . . 

Dating Evidence 

Room 1/2 
ADXII 6/7 (door blocking) Coins: Magnentius, CK 219, 351-3; 
Constantinopolis, HK 377, 330-5. · 

Room2 
ADXII21-17 Samian: DTJ0/37, CG, Antonine; Or 18/31 or 31, CG, 
Hadrianic or early Antonine. Coarseware: Nene Valley 
colour-coated 'castor box' and hunt cup. . . 
ADXII 4/ADVII 5 Coins: H. of Theodosius, 388-40i; H. of 
Constantine, copy as CK 25, 350-60; Tetricus 11, 270-3; Tetricus I, 
as RIC 121, 270-3; illeg. third-fourth century. 

Room 3/4 
ADIJJ 16/14/ADII 13 (primary construction) Coin: Hadrian, RIC 
563a, 117-38. Samian: Dr 30 or 37, CG, Hadrianic. · 
ADIIII3 Samian: Dr 37, CG, in the style ofCensorinus ii, c. I60-90. 
Coarseware': '881 flat-rimined bowl. · · 
ADV77/80 Coin: Claudius 11,268-70. 
ADIJI.8/ADII 8/ADV 24/ADXI 3 Coins: Valentinian I CK 1394 
367-75; Valens, CK 1416, 364:78; Constantinopolis: HK 191: 
330-5; Tett'icus I, RIC I00;270-3.' . 
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ADV 14a Coin: H. ofConstantine, copy as CK 25, 350-60. 
ADV 7 Coins: H. of Theodosius (x2), 388-402; H. of Constantine, 
copy as CK 25, 350-60; Constans, HK 95, 335-7; Constantinopolis, 
copy as HK 52, 330-45. Coarseware: red colour-coated beaker with 
demi-rosettes, c.340-400+. 
ADIII 7 Coins: Arcadius, 383-95; Constans, HK 136, 345-8. 

Portico Area 
ADIV 11 Coarseware: BB I cooking-pots, outflaring rims as Gill am 
147, 148. 
ADV19 Coins: H. ofTheodosius, 388-402; H. ofConstantine, copy 
as CK 25, 350-60. 
ADXIII 6 Coin: H. ofConstantine, as CK 76, 350-6. 
ADVI 16 Coin: Fel Temp, 350-60. 
ADVI 7 Coins: H. ofTheodosius, as CK 162,388-402; Theodosius 
I, 383-8. 

Wall Blocking Street F 
AEVI 8 Coin: H. ofConstantine, copy as CK 25, 350-60. 
AEVI 7 Coarseware: shell-tempered jar. 
AEV14 Coins: Gratian, CK 339, 367-75; H. ofConstantine, copy as 
CK 25, 350-60. 
AEVI 2 Coins: H. ofTheodosius, 388-402; Gratian, CK '531, 375-8; 
Valens, CK 966, 364-7; Valentinian I, CK 479, 364-75; Constantine 
I, copy as HK 87, 335-45; Urbs Roma, copy as CK 51, 330-45; 
Claudius 11, RIC 259,268-70. 

\ 
I 

.. _ _j 

Although dating evidence is sparse, the Period 3 
modifications appear to date broadly to the second 
half of the fourth century. The doorway between 
Rooms 1 and 2 was blocked after 351. In Room 3/4 
the primary floor and make-up contained only 
residual second-century material, although the 
second floor surface ADV 77/8 contained a coin of 
268-70, while the third yielded a latest coin of 
367-75. Occupation ADV 14a above this floor 
produced a coin of350-60 and a subsequent patching 
ADV 7 two coins of 388-402. The final surface in 
Room 2 also produced coins of the House of 
Theodosius. In the portico area silt overlying the 
primary Period 3 surface produced two BB 1 
cooking-pots which probably date to the later third or 
fourth century, while other silting layers contained a 
coin of350-6. The final surface ADVI 7 yielded two 
coins of the House ofTheodosius. The wall blocking 
street F is provided with a terminus post quem of 367 
by the coin of Gratian from its core. 
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72. Eye and lid from a larger than life-size bronze statue found in the apse of the basilica by Cripps (© Corinium Museum). 
The fragment is 43mm long and 35mm high 

DEMOLITION (post-Roman) 

A number of pits cut into the latest floor levels. Two 
pits were found in the apse (ADI 4, ADII 27), the 
latter containing demolition rubble and a fragment of 
lead sheeting (from the roof?). Other pits and 
intrusions lay in the area of the former portico 
(ADIV 4, ADIV 8/25, ADVI 2) and the offices 
(ADXII 29). The pits were all sealed by demolition 
rubble, with the exception of AD! 4 and ADIV 4 
which cut these deposits and might therefore be 
much later than the others. Substantial quantities of 
demolition debris were encountered by Cripps in the 
apse, where 1-1.2m of fallen masonry, mortar, and 
stone roofing slate was recorded. Also present within 
the debris were a slightly tapering oolite column 
(maximum diameter 0.6m), two pieces of the base 
mouldings of a column, small fragments of Purbeck 
marble and a thin strip of Italian marble wall veneer 
(Cripps 1898, 78). A bronze eye and eyelid from an 
above life-sized human statue was also found (Fig. 
72; Henig 1993a, no. 179). The area of the former 
portico (ADIV 3) similarly contained a thick deposit 
of rubble. The demolition rubble was directly 
overlaid by dark earth in the areas where this had not 
been removed by Cripps. 

Dating Evidence 

Pits 
ADII 27 Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated as Young C75, 
c.325-400+. 
ADYI 2 Coin: Honorius, 395-402. 

Demolition 
ADV I Coins: Theodosius I, 388-95; ??Marcus Aurelius, 161-83; 
Antoninus Pi us , RIC 930, 156. Coarseware: shell-tempered jar. 
ADYI 10 Coin: H. ofConstantine, as HK 137, 345-8. 
ADXII 3 Coarseware: Nene Valley colour-coated jar. 

Dark Earth 
ADXII I Coins: Valentinian I, CK 317, 364-75; H. ofValentinian, 
as CK 275, 364-78; Valens, as CK 280, 364-78; Constantius 11, CK 
254, 353-4; H. of Constantine, copy as CK 253 , 353-64; 
Constantinopolis, HK 59, 330-5. 

SUBSEQUENT INVESTIGATIONS OF 
THE BASILICA 

In 1994 an L-shaped foundation trench for a new 
wall to the rear of 12 The A venue was hand 
excavated by CAT as a condition of the granting of 
scheduled monument consent. The trench (Fig. 61) 
measured 4.2m by 0.9m on the long axis, and 2.5m x 
0.6m on the short. The trench lay within the range of 
rooms to the rear of the main hall, and 18m 
north-east of the wall separating Rooms 3b and 4. A 
typescript report was prepared following the 
completion of fieldwork (Morton 1994a). 

The earliest deposit encountered was limestone 
rubble about 1.4m deep. Above this was a thin layer 
of clay beneath a mortar and clay floor. The floor 
was covered with a thin layer of charcoal-rich 
occupation material which produced a coin of 
Victorinus (268-70). Overlying this deposit was a 
series of demolition levels containing fragments of 
painted wall-plaster and sherds of Oxford 
colour-coated ware. This material was sealed by a 
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crude surface comprised of small rubble, which was 
cut by a pit or trench, 0.4m deep, filled with a dark 
clay-loam which produced sherds of shell-tempered 
pottery indicating a date after the middle of the 
fourth century. These deposits were directly overlaid 
by garden soil. 

73. Plim of the north~west end of the forum (Site AY) 

The floor was found at a height of 107.92m OD. 
This corresponds with the observation of a hard
packed gravel surface at the north-eastern end of the 
nave at a height of 107 .82m .. OD during a watching 
brief in 1991 to the rear of 24 ;The A venue (Parry 
1992). 
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THE FORUM 

Of the thirteen trenches open.ed between Lewis Lane 
and The A venue (Figs. 60, 73) only three (A YI, 
A YV, A YXI) were excavated to natural undisturbed 
gravel and clay. All the trenches were covered in 
0.6-1 m of topsoil which was mechanically removed 
to reveal the upper Roman levels immediately 
below. Some medieval features were found, 
particularly in A YIX where there was a 
thirteenth-century cellar, and in A YX where a 
stone-lined well cut the robber trench of the outer 
wall of the north-west range of the forum. Medieval 
pits and other disturbances were also encountered in 
AYVIII and AYXII. 

PRE-FORUM LEVELS 

These deposits have already been discussed (CEC I, 
60-1) where it was suggested that the site of the 
forum, located immediately north-west of the 
Leaholme fort, was occupied by a civilian vicus, 
contemporary with the military occupation. Features 
found in trench A YI included slots for timber 
buildings, a gully and a road running south-west to 
north-east parallel to the Fosse Way. The little dating 
evidence associated with these features supported 
occupation contemporary with the Leaholme fort 
(CEC I, 198). 

PERIOD 1: THE FIRST STONE FORUM 
(Late first or early second century) (Fig. 74) 

The first forum, located to the north-east of the 
basilica, possessed a courtyard approximately 1 03m 
long (north-west to south-east). A wall recorded on 
Cripps's (1898) plan on the north-west side of The 
A venue is likely to have defined a portico about 6m 
wide bordering the front of the basilica. At the 
north-west end of the courtyard there was a portico 
7.5m wide, beyond which lay a range of rooms 5m 
wide (Fig. 73). Extrapolating the position of the 
south-east edge of street B (Fig. 7) from the position 
of its north-west edge found at the Telephone 
Exchange (B.2), taken with the width of the street at 
the Bath Gate, indicates that sufficient space existed 
to accommodate an outer portico of similar width to 
the inner one. 

An outer portico also existed on the south-west 
side of the forum, and presumably the basilica, 
bordering Ermin Street. A sleeper wall which can be 
confidently interpreted as the front wall of this 
portico was found in a single trench in 1968 (Fig. 60) 
close to the corner of Tower Street and The Avenue. 
The wall was 1 m wide and had one dressed course 
above the footings. The top of this course had been 
rendered smooth with white mortar. The width ofthe 
portico can be calculated as 5.5m. Work in 1997 
showed that there was no external portico on the 
north-eastern side of the forum (in the later periods at 
least; p. 119). 

The North-West Range 
The outer wall of the north-west range of rooms 
survived only as a robber trench A YX 4. The inner 
wall was found in trenches A YV 42 and at the very 
edge of trench A YXII where it appears to be a later 
reb~ild and so is discussed in Period 2. 

The Inner Portico 
(Fig. 64, sections CD, EF) 
The edge of the south-eastern wall of the inner 
portico A YIX 29 was set in a construction trench 
A YIX 30 dug into natural. In A YV the wall had been 
entirely robbed. This wall presumably served as a 
sleeper wall supporting a colonnade. Excavation 
within the portico revealed a series of layers of 
gravel and silt (A YV 38-35) above natural and 
beneath a white mortar floor A YV 33, 25mm thick. 
This was sealed by gravel A YV 34 and clay A YV 32, 
all these deposits being cut by the construction 
trench for wall A YV 42 which separated the portico 
from the north-west range. 

The Courtyard 
(Fig. 64, sections AB, CD) 
The pre-forum street in AYI (shown in CEC I, fig. 
21) was sealed by a 0.3m thick layer of stone and 
rubble make-up A YI 17/23, above which was 0.2m 
of gravelly mortar A YI 16/21-2. This may have 
formed the basis for a flagged surface which was 
later removed. In A YIX a hard mortar layer A YIX 26 
0.15m thick was possibly associated with the 
construction of the forum. It was covered with 
occupation soil A YIX 25 beneath a surface 
composed of irregular-shaped pieces of flat-laid 
stone A YIX 24, approximately 50mm thick, which 
abutted the portico wall and sealed its construction 
trench. This surface was unworn and was covered 
with gravel A YIX 23. 

Dating Evidence 
There is no useful dating evidence for the 
construction of the forum. Consequently it has been 
ascribed the same date as the first stone basilica. 

PERIOD 2: RECONSTRUCTION OF THE 
FORUM (mid-second century) (Fig. 74) 

In this period the inner portico was rebuilt to a 
width of 6.7m, and new surfaces laid in the 
courtyard. The wall separating the inner portico and 
the north-west range appears to have been rebuilt as 
its construction trench cut an earlier floor level. It 
had four foundation courses of roughly dressed 
facing-stones with a rubble core above pitched 
stone footings. There was an offset above the 
foundations on either side, that on the south-east 
face being slightly higher than the north-west side. 
Above this the wall was 0.9m wide and survived to 
a maximum height o~ tpree well-pointed courses. 
Only one partition wall was found within the 
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north-west range A YXII 3, 0.6m wide, which 
divided two rooms whose lengths must have 
exceeded 4.9m and 6.1 m. 

The sleeper wall which supported the forum 
colonnade of the inner portico was demolished, and 
in some places completely robbed out. It was 
replaced by a new sleeper wall 1.5m to the 
north-west A YV 6 which had four courses of 
foundations beneath an offset. The upper courses 
survived to a maximum height of four courses. 

The North-West Range 
(Fig. 64, section EF) 
The foundation trench A YV 31140 for the south-east 
wall was filled with sandy gravel and sealed by 
gravel A YV 30 which presumably represents the 
floor surface within the range. This was covered with 
a dump ofloose clay, gravel and occupation material 
AYV22. 

The Inner Portico 
(Fig. 64, section EF) 
Flat stones visible in the section resting on Period I 
clay A YV 32, and sealing the top of the construction 
trench of the inner wall, may be the remains of a 
flagged surface which was at approximately the 
same level as the gravel surface A YV 30 in the 
north-west range. 

The Courtyard 
(Fig. 64, sections AB, CD, EF) 
The demolished portico wall was covered by a thick 
layer of I imestone rubble make-up A YV 46/7 I A YIX 
22, in turn sealed in trench A YV by unwom flat 
limestone paving slabs A YV 45 which abutted the 
face of the new portico wall. The slabs were covered 
with a surfacing of gravel A YV 44 which was also 
found in A YIX 12. It is possible that similar rubble 
make-up A Yl 15 and gravel surfacing A YI 5 are the 
equivalent deposit towards the centre of the 
courtyard area, in which case the dividing wall A Yl 
3 should be assigned to this period. 

The dividing wall was found in trenches A YI, 
A YVI and A YVII running in a north-east to 
south-west direction across the courtyard parallel to, 
and 33.5m away, from the inner north-west portico. 
The wall was 1.4m wide and constructed of five 
courses of rough dressed stones above rubble 
footings (Fig. 75). The top of the wall had been 
rendered level, indicating that it supported a 
colonnade (which perhaps rested upon a 
subsequently robbed stylobate). The wall was also 
found in 1937 in excavations adjacent to the cinema. 
There it was 1.5m wide, four courses high, with an 
offset on either face above the third course. 

Dating Evidence 

CONSTRUCTION 

A YV 31 Coarseware: BB I plain-rimmed dish with arcaded 
decoration, as Gillam 327. 
A YV 40 Coin: Claudius I, copy as RIC 66, 43-64. Coarseware: local 
imitation BBI flask. 

75. The dividing wall within the forum courtyard in 
Trench A YI. The wall overlies a military-period beam 
slot. Scale in feet 

The BB I dish from the infilling of the construction 
trench cannot date before the mid-second century 
and so should provide a terminus post quem for the 
reconstruction of the north-west range. Given this 
evidence it seems plausible to associate these repairs 
to the forum with the Period 2 reconstruction of the 
basilica. 

PERIOD 3 (later third or early fourth century) 
(Fig. 74) 

The south-east sleeper wall of the inner portico was 
raised 0.15m in height by the addition of a single 
course of masonry on to which was set a sty lobate 
composed of blocks measuring up to 2.1 m in length 
by I m wide and 0.22m thick which survived at the 
very edge of trench A YXIII (Fig. 76). 

The Courtyard 
(Fig. 64, sections CD, EF) 
Approximately 4m south-east of the inner portico, 
and running at a slight angle to it, was a foundation 
of large unmortared stones A YIX 3 I I A YIV 6, 
0.45m wide and 0.3m deep (Fig. 73), which may 
have supported a sleeper beam or perhaps a wooden 
water-pipe (serving a fountain?). A layer of grey 
ash A YIX 11 rested on the earlier courtyard surface 
(an equivalent ash deposit A YIV I 0 contained a 
quantity of molten lead) and was sealed by a rough 
stony surface A YIX I 0 which was situated within 
the area between the portico and the sleeper beam 
foundation. 

Dating Evidence 

A YIX I 0 Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated jar or flagon . 

This is the only dating evidence for the modification, 
which can therefore only be broadly dated to the later 
third or early fourth century. 
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76. The Period 3 stylobate (extreme left) of the 
north-west forum portico, and the Period 4 mosaic, in 
Trench A YXIII. Looking south-west. Scales in feet 

PERIOD 4 (mid-fourth century) (Fig. 74) 

1n this period the stylobate blocks from the 
south-east portico wall were partly removed and a 
wall A YIX 40 0.75m wide erected either in their 
place or above the remaining blocks. This wall 
represents the enclosure of the forum colonnade of 
the portico. The outer face of the wall was rendered 
with pink plaster painted red. This is an example of 
the use of painted plaster to decorate an external 
wall, and may be added to the other instances of the 
technique recently collected by Bidwell (1996); 
other examples from Cirencester are the arena wall 
of the amphitheatre (p. I 6 I) and possibly building 
XXIII, I (Wacher I 963, I 9). A cross-wall, 
approximately I .4m wide, was also constructed 
across the portico; the facing-stones from its 

77. The Period 4 mosaic and cross wall in the former forum 
portico. Trench A YIX. Scales in feet 

north-east face were subsequently robbed, their 
plastered face being preserved on the edge of the 
robber trench A YIX 38 (Fig. 77). 

The final observed modification involved the 
addition of a foundation A YIX 32 (Fig. 73), in 
excess of I .5m wide, which was constructed against 
the outer face of the south-east portico wall and 
which cut through all the courtyard surfaces. It is 
therefore later than the laying of the mosaics (see 
below). The foundation was made from poorly 
dressed stones and projected 0.6m into the courtyard. 

The Portico 
(Fig. 64, section EF) 
Mosaics were laid within the now enclosed portico. 
In A YV make-up for the floor comprised dumps of 
fragmented wall-plaster A YV I 0, stone and loam, 
including a reused fragment of a coping stone, A YV 
11, and stone A YV 23 beneath an opus signinum 
base A YV 9 upon which the mosaic A YV 5 was 
bedded. It overlay the offset on the inner face of the 
south-east portico wall and abutted the single 
surviving course of the upper work. In trenches 
A YIX and A YXIII the mosaic had a tessellated red 
border on the south-eastern side, 0.5m wide, beyond 
which were a series of 5m squares defined in 
grey-blue tesserae. The squares mostly contained 
different but simple geometrical patterns depicted in 
white and grey-blue (Fig. 76), although in trench 
A YV a slightly more complicated design was 
encountered (Fig. 78). It was this design that was 
also seen in 1937 and again in 1997. 
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78. Mosaic within former north-west forum portico. Trench 
A YV. Scales in feet 

The North-West Range 
(Fig. 64, section EF) 
Possibly at the same time as the mosaics were being 
laid within the portico a new floor was constructed in 
the north-west range. The earlier surface A YV 22 
was covered with silty make-up A YV 21 for the 
stone base A YV 19 of a mortar floor A YV 18. The 
surface was covered with trample A YV 15, 
fragmented wall-plaster A YV 20 and a patch of 
burning A YV 16, overlaid by further occupation 
A YV 14 and in turn covered with demolition rubble 
AYV 13. 

The Courtyard 
(Fig. 64, sections AB, CD, EF) 
To the south-east of the portico wall the surface of 
the courtyard was levelled-up with debris A YIX 
9/8/7 containing many roughly cut white and grey 
limestone and red brick fragments, presumably 
waste from the construction of the mosaics within 
the portico. Bob King (Dept of Geology, University 
of Leicester) informed the excavator that the 
fine-grained lias limestone used here tends naturally 
to break into rough cubes. He thought the tesserae 
could have been made by chopping. This deposit 
also sealed the sleeper beam foundation A YIX 31. 

Probably contemporary with the dumping of waste 
was the resurfacing of the courtyard, although a firm 
stratigraphic relationship was not established. A 
solid make-up deposit of rammed limestone blocks 
0.25m thick A YI 10/14, A YII 5, A YV 43, A YVIII 6, 
A YIX 18 served as a foundation for gravelly mortar 
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79. Plan of the forum courtyard in Trenches A Yll and 
AYVIII 

AYI 7/8112113, AYII 4a, AYV 8, AYVIII 5 into 
which were bedded green and red Pennant sandstone 
flagstones, varying in size from 0.75m by 0.6m to 
0.6m by 0.3m and 50-I OOmm thick (A YI 11, A YII 4, 
A YVIII 4, A YIX 17, A YXI 3) (Fig. 79). In the centre 
of the courtyard the flagstones were very heavily 
worn and shattered, and had completely 
disintegrated in places, but sufficient survived for 
the edges of individual slabs to be identified (Fig. 
80). The surface was much better preserved at the 
south-eastern end of the courtyard in A YVIII (Figs. 
79, 81). 
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80. Heavily worn and shattered Pennant sandstone flagstones of the forum courtyard in Trench A YII. Scale in feet 

81. Sandstone flagged surface of the forum courtyard in Trench A YVIII. Scales in feet 
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In A YV the heavily disturbed flagged surface was 
covered with a layer ofash and charcoal A YV 7. In 
some other trenches the latest forum surface was 
directly overlaid by a silty loam and clay A YIII 2, 
A YIV 2, A YXI 2. In A YI and A YII dark earth sat 
directly on the courtyard, while in A YII a number of 
sherds resting on the surface were designated A YII 
2; in A YI the final spit of dark earth above the 
surface was designated AYI 2. 

Dating Evidence 

CONSTRUCTION 

Portico 
AYV 11 Coin: Constantine 11, HK 108,335-7. 

North-West Range 
A YV 21 Coarseware: Nene Valley colour-coated hunt cup; BB I 
cooking-pot with outflaring rim as Gillam 143; grey ware tlanged 
bowl. 
AYV 18 Coarseware: South-West white-slip ware flagon; ?White 
Hill Farm jar. 

Courtyard 
A YIX 8/7 Coarseware: shell-tempered jars; Oxford colour-coated 
Young C44/5, c.270-400+. 
AYIX 18 Coin: Valentinian I, CK 1393,364-75. 

The coin of Constantine 11 gives a date after 335 for 
the laying of the mosaic, while the shell-tempered 
pottery from the deposit of mosaic workers' waste in 
the courtyard points to a date after the mid-fourth 
century for the event. The enclosure of the portico 
should probably be associated with the re-flagging of 
the courtyard, an event which is provided with a 
terminus post quem of364 by the coin ofValentinian. 

OCCUPATION 

Courtyard 
AYV7 Coarsewd're: Oxford colour-coated Young CSI, C97, both 
c.240-400+; BBI cooking-pot with outflaring rim as Gillam 143. 
A Ylll 2 (silty clay) Coarseware: colour-coated beaker. 

.. A Yll 2 (dark earth) Coins: Arcadius, 383-402; Valens, CK 483 I, 
364-78. Pollery: seventeenth or eighteenth-century glazed cup. 
AYI2 (dark earth) Coins: H. ofTheodosius?; Yalentinian I, 364-75; 
Valens, CK 87, 364-78; Constans, HK 149,345-8. 

DEMOLITION 

North-West Range 
A YV 13 Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated bowl: 

It is difficult to date the abandonment of the forum. 
There is no useful material from the silty clay 
overlying the courtyard. The dark earth which also 
directly overlay the courtyard contained the latest 
Roman coins to reach Britain, as_ well as a sherd of 
post-medieval pottery. It would appear therefore that 
the dark earth which accumulated above the 
courtyard surface was reworked when the area was 
given over to cultivation in the medieval and 
post-medieval periods. 

SUBSEQUENT INVESTIGATIONS IN 
THE FORUM 

In 1997 six small evaluation trenches were 

excavated by CAT in advance of proposed 
· redevelopment (Fig. 60). Trench 1' w~ placed within 
the·. inner portico of the north-west range of the 
foruin, . a short distance to the north-east of 1963 
trench A YV (Fig. 73). Further traces were found of 
the Period 4 geometrical mosaic; the design of 
simple rectangles matched that found in AYV. The 
mosaic displayed some evidence of wear, and was 
overlaid by a thin layer of pea-grit beneath 
compacted stony gravel 0.2m thick. 

Trench 3 lay within the north~eastern range. A 
partition wall aligned north-east to south-west was 
found, composed of five courses of mortared 
footings above which there was an offset. Six 
co\}rses of upper work survived, abutted by rubble 
make-up for a gravel floor which lay 0.65m above 
the offset. The floor was replaced on at least one 
occasion, although the upper levels had been 
truncated. Pottery datable. to after the middle of the 
third century was recovered from amongst the stones 
of the wall. 

Trench 4 located the outer wall of the north-east 
range which had been robbed to the top of its 
foundations. Its outside face was abutted by a short 
length of drystone walling, 0.4m wide and standing 
six courses high, which might have served as the 
base of some steps. The drystone walling was 
abutted by an external gravel surface, above which a 
street-side ditch had been dug. The grey silty ditch 
fill contained shell-tempered pottery datable to after 
the middle of the fourth century. The ditch was 
subsequently recut, its final filling comprising a 
homogeneous dark loam such as has been found 
elsewhere in the town (p. 26). Beyond the recut ditch 
was a surface of limestone, mortar and gravel which 
served as a consolidation above the silted earlier 
ditch. Trenches 2 and 6 located the last surface of 
street D, which in one place displayed pronounced 
rutting. 

The uppermost Roman deposits were overlaid in 
all trenches by a homogeneous 'dark earth' which 
was excavated in 1 OOmm thick spits. This technique 

. demonstrated that in a number·· of trenches 
post-medieval artefacts occurred in the first spit 
above Roman levels, thus confirming that in this part 
of the forum at least post-Roman deposits have been 
totally reworked. · 

GENERAL DISCUSSION 

Pian . 
The dimensions of the Cirencester basilica compared 
with those of other larger Romano-British. towns are 
given in Table 6. The arrangement of walls 
discovered by Cripps at the north-east end of the 
basilica (Fig. 60) prechides the pr(!sence of an apse 
corresponding to that at the south-western end,. and 
thus the main symmetrical design of t.he })uilding 
was on·the long rather than the short axis. Basilicas 
symmetrical about their short axis are the most 
common ··design in · Britain (the' · so-called 
principia-type; Atkinson 1942). At Cirencester the 
whole focus of the design is the single massive apse, 
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TABLE 6: COMPARISON OF THE DIMENSIONS OF SELECTED ROMANO-BRITISH BASILICAS 

Town Overall Area of nave 
dimensions and aisles 

m mz 

London 166x 167 27,722 
Verulamium 161x117 18,837 
Cirencester 168 X 104 17,472 
Leicester 132 X 91 12,012 
Wroxeter 120x 81 9,720 

which doubtless held the tribunal as well as 
grandiose statuary (cf. the above life-sized fragment 
from a bronze statue found there by Cripps; Fig. 72), 
at the far end of a long perspective. This is a design 
not as yet certainly matched in Britain, although a 
similar arrangement has been postulated at Leicester 
(Hebditch and Melior 1973, 38). Apsidal termin
ations at either end of the nave occur in the second
century basilicas at London and Silchester, where 
they might be taken as a reflection of Apollodorus's 
famous design of the Basilica Ulpia in Rome (begun 
A.D. 98). As Boon (1974, 110) and Wacher (1975, 
438 n. 13) both observed, the Cirencester basilica 
finds it closest parallel in the so-called Caesareum at 
Cyrene in North Africa. Here a gymnasium 
constructed in the second century B.C. was 
remodelled in the reign of Augustus by the addition 
of a basilica with nave and side aisles, and with a 
large semi-circular exedra at one end (Sjoqvist 1954; 
Ward Perkins and Ballance 1958; Ward Perkins 
1970). 

Sufficient walling survives to demonstrate that 
there was no doorway leading from the apse into 
Room 3a, or from the south-eastern aisle into Room 
3b.. Instead access into these rooms was via the open 
arcade which lay behind the rear portico of the 
basilica. Perhaps these rooms were occupied by 
officials regulating trade in and around the forum? 
Boon (1974, Ill) has surmised that the external 
porticos bordering forums would have provided 
welcome shelter for traders, and the presence of 
'nests' of pottery vessels and whetstones in a gutter 
drain at the Wroxeter forum suggests market-stalls 
beneath the verandah there (Atkinson 1942, 122-4). 
It is unlikely that the open arcade continued for the 
full length of the basilica, as space must have been 
provided for the curia and municipal offices. 

The 1997 evaluation has demonstrated that the 
north-east end of the basilica projected 6m beyond 
the outside wall of the forum, and that while there 
was sufficient room for an internal portico, clearly 
there was no external portico on this side (in the late 
period at least). It is of note that the outside wall of 
the forum now aligns exactly with the south-western 
edge of street J to the north-west of the Fosse Way 
(street B). This may explain the apparent dog-leg 
between streets D and J either side of the Fosse 
Way. The area between the forum and street D, 

Overall Width of Length of 
width nave nave 

m m m 
32.75 13.00 150.0 

?47.90 10.36 
24.40 10.40 84.0 
18.30 6.40 52.0 
23.50 11.50 75.4 

which was aligned on the north-eastern end of the 
basilica, appears to have been a lightly metalled 
open space. The projection of the basilica beyond 
the edge of the forum can be paralleled at 
Caistor-by-Norwich, where a room which is 
plausibly identified as the curia extended 9.2m to 
the south (Frere 1971 ). 

Cirencester has the greatest length to width ratio of 
any Romano-British forum (greater even than the 
other strongly rectangular forums at Leicester and 
Wroxeter). A cross-wall supporting a colonnade 
which Jay two-thirds of the way down the forum 
from the basilica divided the piazza into two areas. 
This colonnade appears to be an addition to the 
original plan, although possibly as early as the 
mid-st-.:~:;d century. The evidence of trenches A YI, 
II, and III suggests that this wall existed on its own, 
unlike Wroxeter where two walls 9.9m apart defined 
a colonnaded walkway across the piazza (Atkinson 
1942, 83-5). It must be supposed that the sleeper wall 
either supported free standing columns, perhaps 
surmounted by statues, pier bases for an arcade, or 
some form of ornamental screen. 

Chronology 
The date of the construction of the first basilica has 
already been discussed. Whether early Flavian or late 
first/early second century, it is clear that the basilica 
underwent almost wholesale reconstruction in the 
Hadrianic or early Antonine period, and works to the 
north-west range of the forum might have been part 
of the same building programme. It is not possible on 
current evidence to identify any major works to the 
basilica or forum which can be securely attributed to 
the third century. 

In recent years much attention has been directed to 
the fate of the major public buildings in 
Romano-British towns in the third and fourth 
centuries. Certainly in some towns there is evidence 
for neglect and change in the third century: 
large-scale metal-working in the basilica at 
Silchester from the late third century (Fulford 1985, 
59-60), and the dereliction and demolition of the 
forums at Wroxeter and London in this same period 
(Atkinson 1942, 1 05-7; Brigham 1990). At 
Caistor-by-Norwich (Frere 1971, 11-14) and 
Caerwent (Brewer 1993, 63) however, there was 
major restoration in the third century. 



THE BASILICA AND FORUM 121 

If there is little sign· of third-century activity at 
Cirencester, the fourth century certainly presents a 
contrast. The Period 3 demolition of the portico and 
alterations to the offices to the rear of the basilica can 
be broadly dated to the second half of the fourth 
century. Some manner of minor metal-working 
appears to have been carried out in the rooms at this 
period. An occupation deposit (ADII 18119) within 
Room 3a produced fragments of molten lead and 
window glass. Lead fragments were also recovered 
from a variety of other contexts, including a 
demolition pit. The lead was mostly in the form of 
solidified spillages of molten metal, and the scrap 
offcuts of sheet metal. Bayley (p. 308) suggests that 
the spillages could have been produced if, for 
example, molten metal was being cast into sheets, 
which were then cut up and trimmed for use in the 
repair of the building. Wacher (in litt.) would prefer 
to interpret the evidence as plumbers' hearths used 
for brazing one sheet to another, such as was found in 
the construction levels of the Great Bath at Bath 
(Cunliffe 1969, 95-6). Given that the occupation · 
deposit within Room 3a directly underlay a Period 3 
floor it is possible that the material could be 
associated with Period 3 repairs. Wacher (1962, 7) 
suggested that the roof of the apse might have been 
covered with lead sheeting, and the association with 
window glass could also point to repairs to the 
windows in the clerestory above the nave (there is 
evidence for the use of lead window calmes in the 
Roman world; Harden 1961, 51). It is perhaps also 
worthy of note that ashy deposits containing 
fragments of lead were found in one of the offices to 
the rear of the basilica at Leicester, where they were 
probably associated with third-century rebuilding 
(Hebditch and Melior 1973, 17), and a plumber's 
hearth was associated with gravel thought to 
represent the forum piazza at Dorchester (RCHME 
1970, 564-6; Wacher 1995, 331 ). 

In Room 2 there was some manner of industrial 
activity (possibly bronze-working) in Period 3, and 
as this is associated with more than one floor surface 
it is unlikely to be connected with reconstruction 
work. An oven (ADIII 7), probably datable to after 
388 and cut into the latest floor in Room 3/4, might 
also have been associated with small scale 
bronze-working. It therefore appears that at least part 
of the rear range of offices had been given over to 
small-scale metal-working, or some other processes, 
in the second half of the fourth century. Coins of the 
House of Theodosius were recovered from the latest 
floor levels within these rooms, which should 

certainly testify to activity into the early fifth 
century. 

By this time the street to the rear of the basilica had 
been blocked by a wall, and a rough surface bounded 
by a wall laid over the demolished rear portico. A 
new wall was also built dividing Rooms 2 and 3/4. 
Wacher (1962, 8) suggested that the wall might be 
associated with the construction of a new market 
place. To judge from a coin found within the core of 
the wall this event should date to after 367. 

In the forum the inner portico on the north-west 
side of the piazza was enclosed and floored with a 
mosaic pavement, and a new flagged surface for the 
piazza laid sometime after 364. The latest event 
recognised was the construction of a podium 
projecting into the courtyard from the now enclosed 
portico; this might suggest that a large structure was 
built across the north-west range, roughly in its 
centre, although in the absence of further exploration 
it is difficult to offer any further interpretation. 
These events are significant evidence for the 
maintenance of the forum as a civic building at a 
time when forums in some other towns were being 
abandoned (such as Caerwent, where the basilica 
had been largely demolished by the middle of the 
fourth century; Brewer 1993, 61-3). Just as in the 
third century, however, the evidence is not 
evei)'Where consistent: at Exeter there were 
extensive alterations in the basilica and forum 
c.340/50 (Bidwell 1979, 104-9). 

In a general survey, published before the· full 
evidence of the coins and pottery was available, 
Wacher (1995, 314) postulated that the enclosure of 
the porticos might have been associated with a need 
for additional administrative space, following the 
arrival of the governor of the newly-created province 
of Britannia Prima. With part of the forum now 
assigned to him, a need could have arisen for a 
substitute market area, which could have been best 
provided by the conversion of the south-east portico 
and range of rooms in the basilica and the enclosure 
of the extra-wide street beyond it. But the evidence 
would now suggest, superficially at least, that these 
activities occurred too late to fit this context, since 
Prima was certainly in existence by 314, and most 
likely earlier in the reign ofDiocletian. Yet the need 
for such alterations might not necessarily have arisen 
at once; only after years of packed markets might the 
authorities have been moved to alleviate the 
situation, while the arrival of a new governor could 
well have brought about the elaboration of his 
quarters in the north-western part of the forum. 

' ' 
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THE PUBLIC BUILDING IN INSULA VI 

EXCAVATIONS DIRECTED BY 
J. S. WACHER 1961, A. D. McWHIRR 1974-6, 

AND T. C. DARVILL 1980 

Jane Timby, Timothy Darvill and Neil Holbrook 

INTRODUCTION 

Insula VI lies immediately to the south-east of the 
forum (Fig. 82). Its western corner has been 
extensively investigated on three main occasions. 
The insula was first examined in eight small trenches 
(AEI-V, AEVII, AFII-III) (Fig. 88) which formed 
part of the Leaholme excavations directed by J. S. 
Wacher in 1961 (Wacher 1962, 11). In 1973 plans 
were announced for the construction of a link road 
across St. Michael's Field to join The Avenue with 
King Street. Accordingly CEC mounted a major 
excavation in the area known locally as Admiral's 
Walk. In May-June 1974 an area of approximately 
I 000 square metres was mechanically stripped of 
the substantial quantity of soil which had been 
dumped here in the early nineteenth century, at about 
the time a stone wall was constructed defining the 
boundary of the Watermoor Estate. The site had 
previously been part of a nursery or allotment, 
possibly since the seventeenth century. The stripped 
trench, measuring 90m by IOm, was divided into six 
areas (DM, DKI, DKII, DQ, DH and DL) which were 
excavated in the summer seasons of 1974-6 (Figs. 

- 88, 163; the results obtained in DL and the 
south-eastern part of DH are reported upon 
separately below, p. 230). An initial area termed DG 
was subsequently amalgamated with DH. Two 
additional trenches were also opened (DJ and DN). 
The precise location of DJ, a 2m x 2m trench is no 
longer known beyond being located north-west of 
the street defining the south-east corner of the insula. 
Area DN, a 9m by 2m trench located south-west of 
DQ over the anticipated line of Ermin Street was 
excavated in 1974. The site director was A. D. 
McWhirr, who published an interim account 
(McWhirr 1978, 73-7). 

Areas DM and DK were excavated to natural, 
exposing a number of military features. DQ was only 
partially excavated, while DH comprised a main area 
DHXL with two additional cuttings (DHXLI, 
DHXLII) to the north-west. DL was divided into five 
sub-areas (DLI-V), each with its own sequence of 
context numbers, while further work in 1975 over 
the whole area became DL VI. In 1976 an area of 
collapsed walling was further examined. 

In 1980 a proposal for a small residential 
development led to the excavation of an area of38 
square metres in the gardens to the rear of 2-8 
Chester Street (now Tower Street) under the 
direction of T. C. Darvill, who has written the 

sections relating to this site (Fig. 83). The site code 
was 1980/137 and contexts are cited below as 137/--. 

Phasing 
The following main periods of activity are defined in 
this report: 

Period 1: military c.45/50 to c. 75 
The military deposits found in 1961 and 1974-6 have 
already been reported (CEC I) and so are not 
discussed further. The opportunity is taken, 
however, to publish an account of the military-period 
deposits excavated at Chester Street in 1980. 

Period 2: c.75/80 to c.I50-160170 
Military levels were covered with a variety of dumps 
above which a series of timber buildings, side streets 
and yards were constructed. 

Period 3: c.150-160170 to late fourth/early fifth century 
The north-western part of the insula was cleared for 
the construction of a large public building (VI.1) 
which comprised a central courtyard surrounded on 
at least three sides by corridors. 

Period 3a: fourth century or later 
Construction of two timber buildings within the 
courtyard of building Vl.1. 

PERIOD 1: MILITARY (c.45/50 to c.75) 
(not illustrated) 

The earliest deposits encountered comprised a series 
of gravel lenses 137/43 immediately overlying the 
thin alluvial clay 137/39 which covers natural gravel 
13 7/41. These lenses are taken to represent the top of 
a disturbed and highly compressed old ground 
surface. The presence oftwo struck flints within the 
alluvial clay, and a further five flints residual in later 
deposits, hints at prehistoric activity in the vicinity 
(cf. CEC I, 28). Small quantities of Roman pottery, 
animal bone and burnt limestone attest Roman 
activity on the site prior to any construction work. 

The first evidence for intensive activity on the site 
is tentatively divided into two parts. The earlier part 
(Period 1 a) is represented by a laid gravel surface 
averaging about 0.12m thick 13 7 /F20: 42. A single 
oyster shell was the only find in this layer. No 
features were found cut from the surface, and 
although a few small slabs of limestone were found 
embedded in the top of 137/42, no ordering to their 
disposition could be discerned. 
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This first surface was overlaid in Period I b by an 
altogether more substantial gravel layer, O.I-0.15m 
thick, consisting of hard packed, redeposited, natural 
gravel 137125. Some of this surface had been 
destroyed by later features, but in the surviving 
portions five features were recorded. These are 
interpreted as a gully 137/F10: 38, a pit 137/F19: 37, 
an irregular hollow which extended beyond the 
excavated area 13 7 IF 17: 3 5, and two postho I es 
137/Fl6: 34; 137/FI8: 36. Of these, 1371FI8 
contained a stone post-setting for a square post with 
side lengths of about 0.16m. The gully 137/F 10 
stratigraphically predated 13 7 IF 18 and F 19; all the 
remaining features could theoretically have been 
co-existent. 

A considerable quantity of finds was recovered 
from Period 1 b. Small finds included a military-style 
horse harness fitment, a bronze eyelet for attachment 
to leather and a Hod Hill type brooch. The presence 
of ceramic tile in contexts of this period is notable, 
and suggests that a tilery had been set up somewhere 
in the area (p. 3 51). Further evidence for industry in 
this phase is provided by the presence of 
iron-working waste from 137/F19 (p. 140). Similar 
metal-working debris was found in the early levels in 
Site OKI (CEC I, 49). 

The small size of the trench precluded the recovery 
of any complete plans of the buildings belonging to 
Period 1, although the structural evidence which was 
obtained provides a useful addition to the range of 
evidence recorded on the other sites in the area. 
Periods 1 a and 1 b described above can, on 
stratigraphic grounds, be broadly equated with 
phases I and 11/III respectively on area OMI at 
Admiral's Walk (CEC I, 42-51). These correspond 
to Period 11 A-C of Wacher's proposed chronology 
for the· early development of Cirencester (CEC I, 22). 

Dating Evidence 

137/F19: 37 Samian: Or 18(x5), 29, SG, F1avian, probably early in 
the period; Or 27, a dish and three scraps, SG, Neronian or 
early-Fiavian; Or 24, SG, unidentified stamp, Neronian; Or 15/17 or 
18 (x2), 27g, SG, Claudio-Neronian. 
137/FI7: 35 Samian: Or 27, SG, Neronian. 

None of the coarsY.ware from this period need be 
later than c.80, while the samian from pit F 19 
testifies to activity into at least the early Flavian 
period. Perhaps this was a demolition pit associated 
with the abandonment of the fort. 

PERIOD 2: DEPOSITS PRE-DATING THE 
PUBLIC BUILDING (c.75/80 to c.150-160/70) 

Evidence of activity following the military 
evacuation was recorded on Sites AE, OM, OK, DQ, 
DHXL, and 19801137. In DM-DK a series of yard 
surfaces probably lay to the rear of buildings which 
fronted onto Ermin Street (and thus lay outside the 
excavation area). The buildings were subsequently 
extended to the rear (i.e. north-eastward) and parts of 
them were found in DM, DK and DQ. A technique of 
completely objective recording used on Site DQ has 

hindered subsequent interpretation, and therefore the 
phasing of structures from this area is not secure. 

Period 2.1 (c.75/80 to 100/110) 
(Figs. 84-5) 
Note: Period 2. 1 has previously been published (CEC 1, 
50-1) as the sealing layers above military Period l/l at 
Admiral's Walk 
Following the evacuation of the Leaholme fort a 
number of silt and gravel layers and lenses 
accumulated over DM sealing the military levels 
(OM 134-5, 130-1, 124-3, 120-19, 111-12, 65, 
61-3, 19). A burnt horizon OM 129 overlay a 
deposit OM 130 which sealed a military-period pit 
in the north-west corner of the trench (but not 
visible in section AB, Fig. 84). Patches of hard 
orange gravel DM 161 may have been the remains 
of a surface. In DK further gravel and clayey loam 
layers also sealed the military occupation (DKI 
80-2, 96, 98, DKII 32, 39, 40). OKI 81 contained a 
large number of finds including iron-working 
debris, glass, copper-alloy items and animal bone. 
A succession of miscellaneous layers of gravel, silt, 
and burnt patches built up over these sealing 
deposits. In all, these deposits attained a thickness 
of about 0.4m. Although clearly not homogeneous, 
on the whole they were silt-like and gave the 
impression of dumping as well as natural 
accumulation. Whether the dumps accumulated 
over time in situ, or were of material imported from 
elsewhere c.l 001110 in a short-lived event is not 
certain, although given the evidence for distinct 
banding within the deposits the former interpretation 
seems more probable. 

At 19801137 the gravel surface and associated 
features. belonging to the period of military 
occupation were sealed beneath a dark, mixed 
artefact-rich silt-like layer 137133 (Fig. 85) which 
covered the entire area except where it had been cut 
through by a later feature. The silt variously 
comprised fine charcoal-rich soil interspersed with 
lenses of more clayey material. Overall it gave the 
impression of natural soil accumulation and sporadic 
dumping. Finds included a bone cheek-piece and a 
considerable quantity of metal-working debris. It is 
concluded that the silt mainly accumulated in the last 
two decades of the first century, but the area remained 
open and was used as a general dump still later. 

Dating Evidence 

The pottery and coins from these deposits have 
already been fully published (CEC I, 128-33, 167-8, 
173-9). Most of the finds from these horizons are of 
pre-Flavian date and are residual from the military 
occupation. The latest material is listed below. 

OM 19 Coins: Hadrian, RIC 795, 134-8; Oomitian, as RIC 323a, but 
laureate head and therefore an As, 81-96 (86). Samian: Or 31, 
stamped by Reditus of CG (die 3b), c.130-50 (CEC I, S.40); Or 
15/17R, 35/6, SG, ?early Flavian; Or 37, SG, Flavian; Or 37, SG, 
c.75-IOO. Coarseware: BB! flat-rimmed bowl (CEC I, fig. 57, 255). 
OM 65 Samian: Or 37, SG, c.75-95 (CEC I, 0.36); Or 29, SG (x2: I 
= CEC I, 0.35), early Flavian; Or 37, 35/6, 27, SG, Flavian. 
OM 131 Samian: Or 18R, SG, Flavian. 
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OKI 81 Samian: Or 18/31 or 31, CG, Antonine; Or 37, SG, c. 75-90 
(CEC I, 0.27); Or 67, SG, Flavian. Coarseware: BB I plain-rimmed 
dish (CEC I, fig. 57, 254). 
OKII 32 Samian: Dr 18, SG, Flavian. 
OKII 40 Samian: Dr 37, SG, c.75-95 (CEC I, 0.30); Dr 29, SG, 
c.70-85 (CEC I, 0.29); OR 67, SG, Flavian; Dr 29, SG, ?Fiavian. 
137/33 Samian: Or 30 or 37, SG, Neronian or early Flavian. 
Coarseware: the coarse pottery is consistent with a late first-century 
date. 

Rigby (CEC I, 168) assessed the date of these 
deposits thus: 'Notably absent from the large group 
of samian are products of the potters working at Les 
Martres-de-Veyre A.D. 100-135, while the latest 
South Gaulish products are dated A.D. 70-95. Also 
absent are any mortaria, and, with the exception of 
the platter in B.B.l, coarse wares which were not 
produced before the early years of the second 
century. It is, therefore, unlikely that the rubbish in 
the silty layers was accumulating continuously until 
the Antonine period. The bulk of the pottery dates 
from the Claudian to the Flavian-Trajanic period, 
while the Antonine material [and Hadrianic coin], 
either marks the final deposition of the uppermost 
layers, or was intruded during redevelopment of the 
site in the late second century'. 

Accordingly the dumps have been ascribed a date 
range of c. 75/80-100/110. 

Period 2.2 (c.l00/110 to early Antonine) 
(Figs. 83, 86) 
A mortared stone boundary wall DKII 38 was 
constructed at an approximate right angle to Ermin 
Street. The wall was 0.5m wide and composed of 
pitched stone footings beneath a single offset course. 
Up to three courses of the upper work survived. 
North-west of the wall a timber building (VI.Tl) was 
constructed, defined by two slots (DKl 66, 67) 5m 
apart. The slots were Of irregular plan and contained 
roughly compacted limestone fragments set in clay". 
The stones were not pitched or faced, and probably 
served as a rough foundation for timber 
sleeper-beams (both slots contained a few iron · 

nails). The building was floored with mortar DKI 73 
set upon gravel make-up DKI 74-6. The area 
between the building and the boundary wall was laid 
down as yarding (DKI 60/DKII 25, DKI 68/DKII 
26). A yard surface was also laid to the north-west of 
the building, where a metalled limestone and gravel 
surface DKI 56 was replaced by a mortar-rich 
surface DKI 58. Some 12m to the north-west of the 
building was a side-street 2.4m wide of worn 
limestone cobbles (DM 125 and associated contexts 
DM 36, 83, 121, 160, 168) aligned obliquely with 
Ermin Street. Five postholes lay to the south-east of 
the track, not forming any discernible pattern, 
although possibly connected with a gravel surface 
OM 161. 

Some 4.8m south-east of the boundary wall a 
second timber structure (VI.T2) was built. Once again 
only the very rear of the building lay within the 
excavation area but timber slots DQ 191 indicate a 
structure with an estimated length to the Ermin Street 
frontage of about ISm. The north-west side of the 
building had been largely destroyed by later ditch DQ 
Fl8, but the approximate width can be calculated as 
8.2m. A single posthole DQ Fl7 was identified within 
the timber slot which presumably accommodated a 
wattle and daub wall. A silty deposit DQ 1591187 
formed the floor of the building, upon which lay an 
elongated ovenDQ Fl9: 186. The floor showed signs 
of intense burning and charring adjacent to the ov~n. 
North-east of the building was a small structure 
defined by timber slots DQ 192-4. As the structure 
was only 2m wide it is more likely to have been a 
small fenced enclosure than a domestic building. 

South-east of building VI. T2 was a side-street 
composed of orail.ge gravel DQ 'FI4: 124-5 on 
limestone make-up which ran at right angles to 
Ermin Street. Three postholes (DQ FIO, Fll, F12)" 
cut through the south-east edge of the track and may 
be associated with a,timber slot DQ 119, 1.7m long, 
0.25m wide and 0.1 m deep filled with clay. They 
probably formed some kind offence. "" 
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In the area between building VI.T2 and the 
boundary . wall there was a rectangular oven or 
hearth, while the north-western edge of later ditch 
DQ F18 cut through another possible oven (not 
illustrated). Apparently at a higher level than the 
rectangular hearth was a series of aligned stones 
which seem to define a structure at least 7m long 
with a width of 1.5m between the post lines. It is 
uncertain whether there was another row of stones 
further to the north-west; certainly they were not 
recorded in trench DKII, and it should be noted that 
the interpretation of these stones as a structure seems 
not to have been made at the time of excavation. In 
trench DKII the area adjacent to the south-east face 
of the boundary wall was covered with a limestone 
surface DKII 29 which replaced an earlier gravel 
surface DKII 36, 33-4 (make-up= DKII 35-6) (only 
DKII 34 is visible on Fig. 84, section EF). It is 
possible that the stones served as post-pads for a 
timber building, although the narrow gap between 
the lines poses problems. Even if the north-western 
row in fact defined a central line, the building could 
not have been more than 3m wide (the distance to the 
boundary wall), an unusually narrow structure, and 
one unlikely to require a central post line. Rather 
than being a domestic building, the stones are best 
interpreted as pads for the uprights of a small 
wooden structure, perhaps a windbreak to protect the 
processes being conducted in the hearth. 

Demolition of building VI.T2 is marked by 
spreads of light brown clay DQ 151 and orange 
gravel containing numerous fragments of 
wall-plaster DQ 158 which sealed slots DQ 191 and 
extended over the small structure to the north-east of 
the building. A hoard of 22 silver denarii was 
recovered from DQ 158, which Reece considers was 
deposited between 94 and c.l 03 (p. 291 ). Given the 
firmly mid-second-century date for demolition it 
seems most probable that the clay and gravel 
represents the matrix of the daub walls and that the 
coin hoard was buried within the walls or roof during 
the life of the structure. 

Dating Evidence 

Side-Street 
OM 36 Coin: Vespasian, RIC 276, 70. Samian: Or 18, SG, Flavian. 
Coarseware: sherd BB I. 

Yard Surfaces 
OKI 56 Samian: Or 31, CG, Antonine; Or 35, CG, Hadrianic or early 
Antonine. Coarseware: BB I cooking-pot, acute-angled lattice. 
OKII 36 Samian: Or 33, CG, Hadrianic or early Antonine. 

Building VI.TI Construction 
OKI 67 Samian: bowl, CG, Hadrianic or more probably Antonine. 
OKI 73 Samian: Or 38 or 44, CG, Antonine. 

Building VI.T2 
OQ 180 Coarseware: BB I cooking-pots as Gill am 116 and 119. 
OQ 186 Coarseware: flagon, fabric 95. 

Building VI.T2 Demolition 
OQ 158 Coin Hoard I (p. 291), deposited 94-c.I03. Samian: Or 27 
stamped by L. Cos ius Virilis (die 2 uncertain) of La Graufesenque, 
c.80-IIO; Or 27 (x4), 37, SG, Flavian-Trajanic. Coarseware: BBI 
flat-rimmed dish. 

The layers of silt and rubbish ceased to accumulate 
c.1 00/110 and it is tempting to associate this with the 
initial development of the Ermin Street frontage. 
Unfortunately as the frontage lay beyond the 
excavation area this cannot be proved, and it is 
conceivable that there were small timber buildings 
there from an earlier date. The earliest building 
found would appear to be VI.T2. It is tempting to 
believe that the small coin hoard deposited 94-c.1 03, 
and found within the levelled daub walls, was buried 
within the wall when the building was constructed, 
which would then fit with the terminal date for the 
dumps on OM and OK. 

Building VI.T1 was either not built, or not 
extended to the rear so as to fall within the 
excavation area, until the early Antonine period. 

Period 2.3 (early Antonine) 
(Fig. 87) 
North-east of the boundary wall a new timber 
building aligned obliquely to Ermin Street was 
constructed on the site of Building VI.Tl. The new 
building (VI.T3) only lay partly within the 
excavation area but at least two rooms were defined 
by stone-packed slots DKI 77-9 which supported 
horizontal timber sleeper-beams (unless the packing 
was inserted after the original beams had been 
removed) (Fig. 89). The building had two internal 
surfaces, the earlier one DKI 72 separated from the 
later opus signinum floor DKI 43-4 by limestone 
rubble make-up DKI 45. In the second room there 
was a mortar floor DKI 73. North-east of the 
building a cobbled yard surface DKI 59 was replaced 
by a second surface DKI 47 which had been cut by a 
pit (fills DKI 52, 54, 57, 62-5). The pit had at some 
time been recut (DKI 61 ). 

North-west of the building, and on a markedly 
different alignment, was a cambered metalled side 
street OM 107, 114/115 3.6m wide built south-east 
of, and parallel to, the earlier side-street OM 125. 
The make-up for the new street OM 117 comprised 
compacted deposits of gravel and brash, 0.1 m thick, 
on a stony base, and the worn surface OM 113 had 
been repaired and was well-rutted. Three postholes 
set 3m apart along the north-western edge of the 
track probably represent part of a fence. North-west 
of the street two pits (OM 81; OM 79/96) were dug 
through an area of metalling. Two isolated postholes 
lay to the south-east of the track. 

South-east of the boundary wall, the yard surfaces 
(DKII 36, 31 /34; ?DQ 182 which seems to have 
sealed the post-pad structure) were cut by a gully 
DKII Fl2: 21/22 which terminated within the 
bounds of the trench, but continued south-westwards 
presumably to link with a ditch bordering Ermin 
Street. The yard surfaces abutted a rough mortar 
surface DKII 37 which might be an internal floor 
associated with a timber building little trace of which 
remained. A small cut visible in the south-eastern 
trench section might be a slot defining the edge of 
this surface. Some 5m south-east of the boundary 
wall was a linear feature DQ F18 approximately 2m 
wide and 0.5m deep with an irregular edge and with 



128 CIRENCESTER EXCAVATIONS V 

evidence of at least two cuts. The feature cut through 
Building VI.T2 and was filled with a series of dumps 
of stones set in a silty fill. One possibility is that it 
was a robber trench for another boundary wall, 
although the broad width and absence of any 
footings make this unlikely. More probably it was a 
broad drainage ditch which joined with that 
bordering Ermin Street. The fills of the ditch (DQ 
184-5, 188-9, 134-5, 168, 170, 173) produced a large 
quantity of pottery and from DQ 168 finds including 
pins, a shale bracelet, a gaming counter, vessel glass, 
a ligula, a probe and a spoon. 

Period 2.2/2.3 
(Figs. 85, 87) 
At Site 19801137, following the accumulation of silt 
137/33, the area was cleared and levelled. The upper 
surface of 13 7/3 3 was dotted with small, discrete, 
gravel spreads 137/30, 32 and the remains of several 
small bonfires (137/F14: 31, 31alb). Two layers of 
make-up 137/27, 29 were laid over the cleared area 
to provide a foundation for the stone floor 137/F13: 
28 of a timber-framed building at the south-western 
end of the excavated area (Building VI.T4). The 
floor continued beyond the excavated area to the 
north-west, south-east and south-west. The 
north-eastern edge had a well-preserved, carefully 
built offset which probably supported the timber 
base-plate of the wall. The floor itself was 
constructed from rounded limestone blocks, and 
fragments of ceramic tile were found on the surface 
and in between some of the gaps. The whole floor 

had been heavily burnt, much of it in a reducing 
atmosphere suggesting that the building collapsed in 
on itself and remained a smouldering heap for some 
time. Since most of the tiles were roofing 
components it is tempting to suggest that this 
building had a tiled roof. A number of iron nails 
found on the floor presumably derived from the 
burnt timber superstructure. The stratigraphy 
north-east of the building had been truncated by later 
activity. 

Following the destruction of Building VI.T4 the 
area was apparently left open for some time during 
which a certain amount of robbing took place. Part of 
the floor of the building was dug away along with 
deposits to the north-east. In addition a large pit 
137/F2 was dug, possibly as a gravel quarry since it 
continued down at least 1 m into the natural. The pit 
measured at least 4m across and extended beyond the 
excavated area. Its fills 137/F2: 40, 22 extended 
below the water table and the lower part was not 
fully excavated. The pit contained abundant 
carbonized cereal-remains which are likely to have 
derived from crop processing in the immediate 
vicinity while the pit was open (p. 140). Once it had 
become substantially filled, a layer of black silt 
137/23, 23a, in places 0.3m thick accumulated, or 
was dumped, over the whole site. Pottery, tile and 
iron-working waste (p. 140) was recovered from this 
deposit. 

Activity which can be broadly related to Period 2 
was found below the north-west portico of the later 
building VI. I on Site AE (Fig. 88; sections of 

89. Timber building VI.T3 in insula VI. The upper opus signinum floor has been half sectioned to reveal primary surface 
below. I m scale 
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trenches AEII and Ill have been published in CEC I, 
fig. 13). Beneath the portico floor AEII 9 was a 
deposit of mixed clay and silt AEII 1 0 on which lay 
two hearths. It is unclear whether they relate to 
earlier occupation or constructional dumps 
associated with building Vl.l. In AEIII a mortar 
surface AEIII 10 was cut by four square postholes 
AEIII 20 and sealed by black occupation AEIII 9, 
70-120mm deep, beneath make-up for the stone 
building. In AEV a loose yellow gravel (AEV 18), 
overlaid by a gritty loam AEV 17 beneath an 
occupation deposit AEV 16, which perhaps equalled 
AEIII 9, sealed the military features (CEC I, 42). 

Dating Evidence 

Ditch DQ Fi8 
DQ Fl8 (189) Samian: Dr 18/31 and 18/31 or 31, CG, Hadrianic or 
early Antonine; Dr 27 stamped Paterclus ii (die 12a') of M de V and 
Lezoux. The fabric belongs to the M de V range. c.II0-25; Dr 35 
and 37 (in the style ofX-9, who supplied moulds to Medetus), M de 
V, Trajanic. 
DQ F 18 (134) Samian: Dr 33, CG, Antonine; Dr 18/31 or 31 (x 2), 
CG, Hadrianic or early Antonine. 
DQ F 18 (168) Samian: Dr 37 (x 2) in the styles of Patemus iv and 
the Cerialis ii-Cinnamus ii group, CG, early to mid-Antonine; Dr 33 
(x2), CG, Antonine; Dr 18/31 or 31 (x 6), 18/31R, 27, 37 (x4, 
including one by X-6), 42, Cu 11, dish or bowl, all CG and 
Hadrianic or early Antonine. Coarseware: BBI plain-rimmed dish 
with slightly beaded rim; BBI cooking-pots, rims as Gillam 116, 
119, 122, 124, 125, 142. 

Yard Areas 
DM 109 Samian: Dr 37, SG, Flavian or Flavian-Trajanic. 
DKI Pit (fills DKI52, 61) Coarseware: sherds BB I. 

Building VI.T4 
137/FI3: 28 Samian: Dr 37, SG, Flavian-Trajanic; Dr 30, SG, 
Flavian or Flavian-Trajanic; Dr 29, SG, c.70-85. Coarseware: late 
first -second century. 

Pit 137/F2 
137/F2: 40, 22 Samian Dr 27, SG, Flavian-Trajanic. Coarseware: 
the great majority of coarse pottery from the pit is residual 
first-century material. 

Silt Overlying Pit 137/F2 
137/23, 23a Samian: Dr 30, 37 (x2), Cu 15, SG, Flavian-Trajanic. 
Coarseware: none of the coarse pottery need be later than the 
mid-second century. 

Features Beneath The North-West Portico Of Building Vl.l 
A Ell I 0 Coins: Hadrian, RIC 55a, 117-138; Claudius I, copy as RIC 
66,43-64. 
AElll 9 Samian: Dr 37, CG. The saltire incorporating an acanthus 
leaf(S & S, fig. 9, 5) and striated spindle occurs frequently on bowls 
in the so-called Medetus-Ranto style at both M de V and Lezoux (cf. 
ibid., pls. 29-30). lt is not possible to be certain where the bowl was 
made, but a date c.ll 0-35 should cover the activity of the potter, 
c.125-35 if the piece comes from Lezoux. 

None of the material from this period is particularly 
helpful with the dating, and there is nothing which 
pro.vides a later date than the terminus post quem 
provided by Period 2.2. The filling of ditch DQ F 18 
is a solid early Antonine group, but otherwise most 
of the material is residual. 

Discussion 
Following the abandonment of the Leaholme fort the 
site remained open ground until c.l 00/110 at earliest 

(Period 2.1 ), although the possibility of development 
along the street frontage before this date cannot be 
excluded. The earliest activity (Period 2.2) may be 
the construction of the stone boundary wall, side 
street DM 125 and building VI. T2. The latter is best 
interpreted as the rear part of a strip building, 
presumably a shop, fronting Ermin Street. Street DM 
125 was noticeably not aligned with the main town 
grid, a not unusual occurrence as the plan of 
Silchester demonstrates (Boon 1974, 98; Fulford and 
Bewley 1996). The side-street south-east of VI.T2 
may have served as an alley separating it from· an 
adjacent property (not excavated). In the early 
Antonine period (Period 2.3) there was further 
piecemeal development. Building VI.T2 was 
demolished and not rebuilt (at least within the 
excavation area), while VI.Tl was replaced by a 
building on a new plan (VI.T3). The side street was 
relaid and aligned as before, but slightly offset from 
its predecessor; the ruts testify to its use by wheeled 
traffic. 

It is difficult to gain a clear impression of the 
development of the insula from such a small sample, 
although the boundary wall, side streets, yards. and 
fences suggest property divisions. Certainly no 
stone-built houses or substantial shops were 
constructed in this period. Given that the whole area 
was subsequently developed for a public building; it 
might .be suggested that the site was in single 
ownership, be it official or otherwise, and was 
leased-out to individual tenants. 

PERIOD 3: PUBLIC BUILDING VI.1 
(c.150-160/70 to late fourth/early fifth cent\lry) 

Around c.150-160170 the timber buildings 
occupying the north-western part of insula VI were 
demolished to make way for a new public building 
(VI.l) of uncertain function (Figs. 86, 88). The 
building comprised a central courtyard, 56m across 
from north-west to south-east. The courtyard was 
flanked by wide corridors or ambulatories on the 
south-west (5.9m wide internally), south-east (6.5i:n 
wide internally) and north-west sides (7.6m wide 
internally). A colonnaded portico flanked the Ermin 
Street frontage. There is some slight evidence for an 
internal portico along the north-west range, although 
certainly none existed along the south-west and 
south-east sides. . 

The upper levels of the structure proved to have 
been truncated by post-medieval agriculture, and late 
deposits only survived in limited areas. · 

Construction And Occupation 
Dumps of silt, clay, gravel and loam were depos'ited 
over Sites DM, DK and DQ sealing the timber 
buildings, side streets and stone boundary wall (DM 
41, 44, 49, 59,67-9, 71-2,74-5, 77-8=82, 88, 94, 98, 
104, 108, 116, 118; DKI 41-2, 46, 51, 53; 'DKII 
17-20, 23, 24, 27; DQ 36, 66, '68~9, 70-1, 74-5,78-9, 
82, 86-94, 97-106, 108-9, 113, 121-3, 136-7). From 
an analysis of the pottery Rigby (CEC 11, 117) ha.S 
suggested that these deposits, which contained 
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abundant refuse, either mark the use of a derelict area 
for rubbish dumping, or else were brought in from 
elsewhere to level-up the site prior to the 
construction of building Vl.l . A possible origin 
might be the material dug from the foundation 
trenches of new buildings constructed elsewhere in 
the town. Given that no discernable hiatus can be 
detected between the material from underlying 
deposits and that contained in the dumps, the latter 
explanation seems the more plausible and so these 
deposits are ascribed to Period 3 construction. At 
Chester Street there was evidence for two small 
bonfires (137/Fll, F12) on the upper surface of silt 
137/23, 23a prior to the construction of the building. 

The wall defining the inner side of the south-west 
corridor had been very heavily robbed, but the 
pitched stone foundations DM 85-6, some 0.8m 
deep, survived in one place. There was an offset 
0.3m wide above the footings on the north-east side, 
above which the wall was about 0.56m wide. The 
wall stood to a maximum height of seven courses on 
the north-east face and three to the south-west. The 
position of the outer wall of the corridor was located 
in Site DN, where there was a robber trench 1.3m 
wide. On the north-west side the inner wall of the 
ambulatory was marked by robber trench AEV 4, 
0. 7m wide, while the outer wall was located in 
trenches AEI-III. This comprised dressed 
foundations three courses high, beneath a broad 
offset 0.7m wide on the south-eastern face. Above 
this there were six courses of dressed masonry before 

a further offset 60mm wide, above which were a 
further three courses. It is possible that the latter 
three courses represent a later rebuild, as a possible 
construction trench cut floor level AEIII 2. 

On the south-eastern side of the courtyard the inner 
wall was marked by a robber trench I m wide 
DHXLII F8, while the outer wall DHXLII F4 was 
0.75m wide above an offset and stood up to three 
courses high. 

The portico flanking Ermin Street on the 
south-west side of the building was located in three 
trenches (AFII-111, DN). The front of the portico was 
defined by a sleeper wall, which in DN had a lower 
five courses 0.88m wide, above which there was an 
offset of 40mm on the street face and a further two 
courses above (Figs. 90-1 ). The portico appears to 
have returned to run along the north-west frontage of 
the building bordering street F. A pier-base was 
found in the corner of trench AEI, almost certainly 
part of the outer wall of an arcade or colonnade. 
Street surfacing was not found within the portico in 
trench AEI. 

The Corridors 
The area around the junction of the south-east and 
south-west corridors was examined. Here the lowest 
surface found was of opus signinum DGIHIII 9, 
DHXLI 7. This was overlaid by a thick rubble 
make-up DG/HIII 7 sealed by a layer of mortar 
DHXLII 7 up to 50mm thick which served as a 
bedding for a mosaic floor DGIHIII 4, DHXLII 6. 

91. Stylobate wall for the portico bordering public building VI. I at Site DN. Street-side ditch with filling DN 23 and Errnin 
Street are in the foreground . Half metre scale 
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92. Mosaic within the south-eastern range of public building VI. I looking south-east. 2m scales 

93. Mosaic within the south-western range of public 
building VI. I looking south-east. The mosaic has been cut 
through to the left by the robber trench F2 for a later wall 
which blocked or reduced access into the south-eastern 
range. 2m scale 

The mosaic occupied both corridors, the same design 
returning through a right angle. The floor comprised 
grey and white limestone tesserae, the grey defining 
squares with small central crosses (Figs. 92-3). 
Examination of the side of the robber trench for the 
outer corridor wall in trench ON revealed tesserae in 
the side of the section, indicating that the mosaic 
extended north-westwards at least as far as here. 

The corridor mosaic was covered with a patchy 
cobbled surface DG/HIII 2 set on a thin skim of 
mortar DG/HIII 3, and subsequently cut through by a 
robber trench DHXLII F2 which continued the line 
of the inner wall of the south-west corridor across the 
south-east corridor. The trench clearly cut across the 
pattern of the mosaic, there being no tessellated 
border adjacent to the trench. This robber trench may 
be interpreted in one of two ways. It may have 
removed a foundation which was laid during the 
construction of the building and was sealed beneath 
the floor surface, the robbers discovering the wall 
during the robbing of the inner corridor wall. 
Alternatively sometime after the mosaic was laid, a 
new wall may have been built to separate the two 
corridors, it subsequently being removed as part of 
the same operation as the robbing of the primary 
walls. 

In the north-west corridor make-up dumps of clay, 
silt and mortar (AEII 9, 6, AEIII 8, 7, 6, AEV 13, 12, 
If , 9, 8) overlay the offset of the outer wall and were 
sealed beneath the primary mortar floor AEII 6, 
AEIII 5, AEV 6. Two pits were cut through this 
surface which was sealed by a second mortar floor 
AEIII 2/4, ?AEV 5, AEVII 3, which was in turn 
covered with clay and silt AEII 3, AEIII 3, AEV 3, 
AEVII 2 beneath demolition rubble and dark earth. 



THE PUBLIC BUILDING IN INSULA VI 133 

The Courtyard 
Make-up for the courtyard comprised a series of 
dumps DM 4-6, 31, 50, 59 which included mortar 
and large stones DM 50, overlaid by silty clay DM 
59 (Fig. 84, section AB). The surface of the 
courtyard was of light grey decomposed limestone 
with a sandy mortar (DM 3-6 = 33 on section AB, 
DKI 33, sections EF, FG, GH). It was covered with 
silt DM 41 where it was preserved adjacent to the 
corridor wall. Within DM the courtyard surface was 
very uneven owing to marked subsidence into earlier 
pits. In 1980/13 7 (Fig. 8~), two horizons of 
courtyard make-up were detected: firstly a layer of 
mortar 137/9; secondly a layer of brown clay 137/21 
was placed over the mortar in some areas, 
presumably to level up any unevenness, and finally a 
surfacing of white mortar 137/8 up to O.lm thick .. 
This showed some evidence for degeneration 
through use, with a layer of well-rounded gravel 
aggregate and mortar 13717 no doubt loosened by 
weather and constant attrition. Adjacent to the 
north-west edge of the courtyard make-ups of yellow 
pebbly mortar AEV 12, loam and charcoal AEV 11, 
and silt with large pebbles AEV 8 were overlaid by a 
surface of pebbly mortar AEV 6 which was similar 
to that contained within the adjacent corridor. This 
might suggest that rather than being part of the 
courtyard, this surface was in fact contained within a 
portico which ran along the inner side of the 
north-west range. Trench AEIV was not excavated to 
a sufficient depth to reach the courtyard surface. 

The only feature cut into the courtyard surface 
which might be associated with the use of the 
building (unless it in fact dates to Period 3a) was an 
unlined well, 0.3m in diameter and 2.4m in depth. 
The lower fills comprised grey silt with charcoal DM 
101-2, 162-5, while the upper fills were of silt with 
white .mortar and plaster DM 42, 99, presumably 
demolition debris. 

The Portico 
The portico bordering Ermin Street was most fully 
examined in trench DN (Fig. 90). The construction 
trench DN 38 for the outer sleeper wall cut layers DN 
40, 45, 49, 52 and was sealed by a compact stone 
surface containing large pieces of limestone DN 32, 
36, presumably the first portico floor. This surface 
was covered by a compact silt DN 30, O.lm thick, 
sealed beneath a second surface DN 28 of silt and 
small stones with patches of burning. Above this was 
a mortar surface 20mm thick DN 27 extending only 
partly across the width ofthe portico and itself sealed 
with a thin grey silt. The portico was then covered 
with clay containing limestone rubble DN 17, 
O.l-0.2m thick with lenses of silt DN 7, 8 above, 
sealed by a rough cobbled surface DN 6 of which 
only a trace survived immediately below the topsoil. 
The surface was bordered on both sides by gullies 
cut alongside each wall face containing fills DN 18, 
21 on the north-east side and DN 13 on the 
south-west side, with a secondary cut containing fill 
DN 14. A medieval pit DN 11 had been cut against 
the internal face of the interior wall, which itself was 

cut by a robber trench DN 10/15 also containing 
medieval pottery. 

The same portico was also located in small trenches 
AFII-III . further to the north-west, where the 
uppermost surface in AFII was of mortar. The portico 
seems to have returned to flank the frontage of street F 
as well. The outer wa1rofthe north-west corridor was 
abutted by a surface of large rough· stones AEI 8, 
which was sealed beneath silt AEI 7. A mortar and 
concreted gravel surface AEI 6, covered with silt AEI 
5/3 beneath a third surface of pebbly gravel AEI 2/4 
represent resurfacings. These surfaces probably lay 
within a portico defined by pier bases. 

Dating Evidence 

CONSTRUCTION OF BUILDING VI. I 

Make-Up Dumps 
OM 49 Samian: Or 27, 35, 36, CG, Hadrianic; Or 27, M de V, 
Trajanic. 
OM 77 Samian: Or 18/31, 33?, M de V, Trajanic. 
OKII 17 Samian: Or 31 (x 2), 33 (x 3), 46, CG, Antonine; Or 33, 
stamped by Vagiro!Vagirus ofLezoux (die Sa), c.l45-75; Or 18/31 
or 31 (x3), 30 or 37, 36, CG, Hadrianic or early Antonine. 
OQ 71 Coin: Faustina ll, RIC (Pius) 1395, 150-61. 
OQ 36Samian: Dr 33 (x 2), CG, Antonine; Or 18/31-31, stamped by 
Lottius ii (die la) ofLezoux, c.l25-50; Or 18/31-31, 80?, M de V, 
Hadrianic or early Antonine; Or 18/31 (x 8), 18/31 R (x 4), 27 (x 5), 

. 37 (x 7, including bowls in the styles of Orusus ii, Secundinus ii 
(Rogers' Secundinus i), Quintillianus i group), 64, cup (x 2), all CG 
and Hadrianic or early-Antonine; Or 37, CG. The ovolo (Rogers 
Bll4), small bifid leaves (Rogers G290), fine beads and siren (not 
Oechelette or Oswald) are on a stamped bowl of Secundinus iii 
(Rogers' Secundinus ii) from Middlewich and also on a bowl in his 
style, together with a scarf-dancer, from Camelon. The panels 
contain: I) a Cupid with torches (0.265). 2) Pan (0.409, without 
horns) and scarf dancer (0.355), between sirens. 3) Cupid, as in 1) 
and Cupid with lyre (0.266). 4) Scarf-dancer, as in 2). The order of 
the figures varies from panel to panel. c.l25-50. Or 37, SG. The 
straight-tongued ovolo (Kamitsch 1959, Taf. 25, 1) was used at 
Banassac by Natal is ii. A small, single-bordered festoon contains a 
Cupid (similar to 0.405). The borders are top'ped by solid 
arrow-heads. Hadrianic or early Antonine. Dr 37, CG. The 
rosette-tongued ovolo has almost been removed by the finishing of 
the rim. A single repeated panel contains triangular leaves (Rogers 
J21 ), trifid motifs (Rogers G27?) and small rosettes. The basal 
wreath consists of bifid motifs (Rogers G283). The motifs were 
used by Secundinus ii (Rogers' Secundinus i), c.l25-40. Or 18/31 (x 
2), 37 (x 4), M de V, Trajanic. Coarseware: BBI grooved 
flat-rimmed bowl; BBI plain-rimmed dish (x 2, one with 
intersecting-arc decoration). 
OQ 66 Samian: Or 33, CG, Antonine; Or 18/31 or 31; 37 (x 2, one by 
Attianus ii or Criciro v), CG, Hadrianic or e'arly Antonine; Or 
18/31R, 30 or 37, M de V, Trajanic. Coarseware: Oxford 
white~ware mortarium (illiterate stamp). 
OQ 74 Samian: Or 18/31 or 31 (x 3), 18/31R, 27,37 (x 2, one by a 
member of the Quintilianus i .group), CG, Hadrianic or early 
Antonine. Coarseware: BBI beaded plain-rimmed dish. 
OQ 78 Samian: Or 37, CG, in the stYle of Austrus; c.l25-40. 
OQ 79 Samian: Or 30 or 37, 33, 37 (x 2), CG, Antonine. 
Coarseware: Oxford white-ware mortarium. 
OQ 82 Samian: Or 37, CG. The ovolo (Rogers B233) has been partly 
removed by the finishing of the rim. The uneven vertical borders 
have. striated spindles at both ends, as on bowls X-5. The panels 
contain: 1) an erotic group (a smaller version ofOswald pi. XL, B. 
2) Cupid to left (not in Oechelette or Oswald). 3) A double 
medallion with mask to right. 4) Venus (0.291). The ovolo was 
used by Pugnus ii and some of his associates. The medallion and 
mask are on a bowl of X-5 from Lancaster (S & S, pi. 67, 8). Like 
many small bowls, this contains elements of more than one style, 
but a date c.125-45 is certain. Or 18/31 or 31, 27, 33, 37, 64, CG, 
Hadrianic or early Antonine. Coarseware: BBI plain-rimmed.dish, 
intersecting-arc decoration. 
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DQ 8~ Samian: Or 27 (x 2), 33, dish, cup, CG, Hadrianic or early 
Antonme. Coarseware: BB I plain-rimmed dish. 
DQ 89 Samian: Or 18/31 (x 2), 30, CG, Hadrianic or early Antonine. 
DQ 92 Coarseware: flagon, fabric 95. 
DQ 93 Coarseware: BBI plain-rimmed dish. 
OQ 94_ Samian: Or 18/31 or 31, 30 or 3 7, 3 7, CG, Hadrianic or early 
Antomne. Coarseware: colour-coated roughcast beaker (?Lower 
Rhineland). 
DQ 97 Coin: Oomitian, R1C (Vesp.) 244, 79. Samian: Or 37, CG, in 
the style of Vegetus ii. Perhaps from the same bowl as one in OQ 
100, c.l25-45. Coarseware: flagon, fabric 95. 
DQ 9~ Samian: Or 18/31 or 31, 30, CG, Hadrianic or early 
Antonme; Or 37, CG, by the Large S Potter, Hadrianic. 
OQ I 05 Samian: Or 33, CG, Hadrianic or early Antonine. 

Deposits Pre-Dating The Primary Floor Of The Portico 
ON 52 Samian: Or 18/31 or 31, 27, 35, CG, Hadrianic-early 
Antonme. 
ON 49 Samian: cup, M de V, Trajanic. Coarseware: BB! 
flat-rimmed bowl; flagon, fabric 95. 

Construction Trench Of The Portico Wall 
ON 38 Coarseware: Oxford white-ware mortarium. 

The make-up dumps beneath building Vl.l contained 
one of the largest groups of pottery from the site. The 
s~ian fro~ OM is predominantly South Gaulish 
with only six Central Gaulish vessels. The amount of 
~B 1 in the groups is also negligible. It is therefore 
difficult to place the terminus post quem of these 
groups much beyond c.140. In OKII the various 
deposits produced pottery which appears distinctly 
later than that from OM. Unlike the other dumps, 
Central Gaulish samian is dominant and included 
mainly Antonine pieces. One of the South Gaulish 
bowls dated ~.80-110 has joins with dumps OM 74, 
OM 94. BB 1 IS also more prevalent with at least three 
flat-rimmed bowls with lattice decoration and 
sec?nd-century cooking-pot types. The latest pottery 
denved from area OQ, where the samian forms a large 
and consistent early Antonine assemblage. BB 1 
flat-rimmed bowls are also common, and there are at 
least six plain-rimmed dishes, two of which have 
intersecting-arc decoration. There is a single example 
of a BBl grooved flat-rimmed bowl· two Oxford 
white-ware mortaria, and two flagons' in fabric 95. 
The BB 1 grooved flat-rimmed bowl poses a problem 
as it i~ the la~est piece, but the absence of any late 
Antomne samian to accompany it is surprising. If the 
piece is considered intrusive, the other coarsewares 
would be consistent with a date after c.150, which fits 
with the terminus post quem provided by the coin of 
150-61 from OQ 71. The absence of late Antonine 
sarnian indicates that the contexts cannot have been 
open much beyond 160 or 170 at latest. A date range 
of c.l50-160/70 for the construction of the building is 
therefore proposed. 

OCCUPATION OF BUILDING Vl.l 

The Courtyard 
OKI 33 Samian: Or 30 or 37, M de V, Trajanic. 
137/21 Coarseware: Lower Rhineland colour-coated roughcast 
bag-shaped beaker. 
Well (OM 102, 101, 99) Coarseware: pottery largely residual, the 
latest p1ece bemg a North Wiltshire (fabric 85) roughcast beaker. 

The Corridor 
AEIII 5 Coins: Vespasian, RIC 786, 77-8; Vespasian, RIC 747, 
69-71. Samian: Or 37, CG, Antonine, probably before c. ISO. 

The Portico 
DN 30 Coarseware: Lower Rhineland or Nene Valley colour-coated 
ware. 
ON 27 Samian: Dr 37, CG, Hadrianic or early Antonine. 
ON 17, 7, 8 Coarseware: sherd fabric 98. 
Gully ON 18/21 Coarseware: BB1 plain-rimmed dish, cooking-pot 
as G1llam 145. 
Gully ON 13 Coarseware: local colour-coated rouletted beaker. 
Gully ON 14 Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated pentice moulded 
beaker; BB1 conical flanged bowl. 

There is little useful dating evidence from 
occupation deposits within the building, although 
floors were clearly still being laid within the portico 
until at least the later third century, and probably later. 

Dereliction And Demolition 
Overlying the surface of the courtyard were dumps 
of sandy silt and loam OKI 12, 28, OKII 6/10 which 
varied in depth from 1 Omm to 0.6m. This material 
contained much animal bone and oyster shell, iron 
sl_ag,_ fragl!lents of painted wall-plaster, opus 
s1gmnum, limestone rubble, and some tesserae. Two 
shallow pits (DK~ 15, OKII 7; OKI 23, OKII 9) (Fig. 
88) were dug durmg the sequence of dumping. Finds 
fro~ the surface of the courtyard include several 
architectural fragments, presumably derived from 
the building. Overlying these dumps were patches of 
decayed mortar and fragmented ceramic roof tiles 
OKI 8/10, OKII 5, and mortared limestone rubble 
OKI 6, OKII 3. 

At Site 1980/137 a circular pit 137 /F8, 1.8m in 
diameter and 1 m deep, was cut from the level of the 
courtyard surface. The only finds from the fill 137118 
were so~e yieces of cerami~ tile, a single white 
tessera, similar to those used m the corridor floor, a 
melon bead, and some pottery. Sealing the pit was a 
layer of rubble 137/20 containing seven fragments of 
carved stone ~P· _138). Resting on the top of the 
rubble and proJectmg mto the overlying layers, was a 
large fragment of worked stone, possibly from a 
column. One possibility is that the pit was dug to 
extract the base of a free-standing column. 

Very little evidence for the collapse and demolition 
oft_he building had survived disturbance through later 
agriculture. The cobbled surface which overlay the 
mosaic within the corridor was covered by roof 
collapse (comprising both stone slates and ceramic 
til~s) OG/HIII I, OHXLII 4, and a large quantity of 
ammal bones. Demolition rubble AEV 2 was also 
found within one area of the north-west corridor. 

Dating Evidence 

Dumps Overlying The Courtyard 
Pit DKI 15/DKII 7 Samian: Or 37, CG, by a member of the Cerialis 
ii-Cinnamus ii group. The decoration includes ovolo Rogers Bl44 
and panels: I) A single medallion. 2) Panthers to left and right 
(0.795, 799) and partly-impressed leaves. 3) A hare (D.950a) in a 
smgle medallion. Perhaps by Paullus iv, in view of the type of leaf 
used. c.135-70; barrel-shaped beaker, CG, Hadrianic or Antonine; 
Dr 18/3I or 31, stamped by Sinturo of CG, probably M de V, 
Hadnamc-Antonine; Dr 18/31 or 31 (x 2), 37 (x 4), CG, Hadrianic or 
early Antomne. 
Pit OKI 23/DKII 9 Samian: Dr 33 (x 2), 38 etc. (x 2), dish, CG, 
Antomne; Dr 18/31 or 31 (x 2), 18/31 R (x 2), 27, CG, Hadrianic or 
early Antonme. Coarseware: Oxford white-ware bead and roll 
mortarium; South-West white-slip ware flagon. 
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DKI 12/28, DKII 6/10 Samian: Dr 31R, CG. The form'was not 
normally made before c.l60, but this piece is not necessarily much 
later than that and could even be slightly earlier, since the 
characteristic internal 'step' at the junction of the base and wall is 
not very pronounced; Dr 37, CG. The ovolo (Roge'rs 8144) was 
used mainly by the Ceria! is ii-Cinnamus ii group, though rarely with 
a wavy line below, as here. However, the use of buds in the 
decoration (partial impressions of Rogers J 178) is diagnostic for the 
group. The lower concavity of a scroll contains a panther (S & S,'pl. 
165, free-standing). c.135-70; Dr 30 (in the style ofCinnamus ii), 31 
(x 3), 33 (x 7), 38 (x 2}, jar, CG, Antonine; Dr 31 (x 2), 37 (in the 
style ofCerialis ii-Cinnamus ii group), CG, early to mid-Antonine. 
Dr 36 (x 2), dish, CG, Hadrianic or Antonine. 
DKI 8/10, DKII 5, DKI 6, DKII 3 Samian: Dr 33, stamped by 
Paullus iv ofLezoux (die 3i), c.140-60; Dr 31, CG, Antonine; Dr 33 
stamped by Nicundio ofCG, probably Lezoux, die la, Antonine. 
137/F8: 18 Samian: Dr 30 or 37, CG, Hadrianic or early Antonine. 

Coarsewares from the midden deposits. DKI 12/28, 
DKII. 6/10 comprise a number of second-century 
Oxfordshire mortaria and colour-coated beakers 
with roughcast decoration. BB 1 comprises 
second-century cooking-pot types with acute-angled 
lattice, and bowls and dishes with flat rims. There are 
plain-rimmed dishes with a slightly beaded rim, but 
no such types with intersecting-arc decoration. Nor 
are there any BB 1 grooved flat-rimmed bowls. The 
group- _would seem to date to the early to 
mid-Antonine period, and in fact is very similar in 
composition to the make-up dumps for the building 
itself. Unless all the material is residual, which is 
possible, the implication is that building-rubble 
accumulated (following partial collapse?) over the 
courtyard within a short period of the building being 
constructed. 

Demolition Within The Corridor 
DHXLII 4 Coins: H. of Theodosius, as CK 162 (x 2);. 388-402; 
Theodosius, CK 1106, 388-95; H. of Constantine, copy as CK 25, 
350-60; H. of Constantine, copy as HK 48, 335-45. Com:seware: 
pottery comprised a small group of 33 sherds, 27 of which were in 
the late gritty grey ware (fabric 117}, put including Oxford red 
colour-coated and she'll-tempered ware. · 
DG/Hlll I Coins: H. ofTheodosius, as CK 162, 388-402 (x 5); H. of 
Theodosius, as CK 796, 388-402; Valentinian 11, as CK 782, 383-7; 
Magnentius, copy as CK 8, 351-64; H. ofConstantine, copy as CK 
25,350-60 (x 12); Constantius 11, CK 32, 348-50; Hetena, HK 112, 
337-41; Constantine 11, copy as HK 89, 335-45; H. ofConstantine, 
copy, 330-60 (x 3); H. ofConstantine, copy as HK 48,330-45 (x 2); 
Urbs Roma, copy as HK 51, 330-45 (x 2); Constantinopolis, HK 52, 
330-45; illeg. third-fourth century (x 6). -

There is a · marked discrepancy between the 
demolition material in the courtyard, which dates to 
the middle of the second- century, and the roof 
collapse in the corridor, which evidently did not 
occur before the very end of the fourth century. It is 
possible that the courtyard went out of use early in 
the life of the building, while the corridors were 
maintained until much later. There. is evidence for 
some subsequent activity in the courtyard. Whether 
this occurred before or after the demolition of the 
corridors is uncertain. This activity has accordingly 
been termed Period 3a. 

PERIOD 3a: LATER ACTIVITY WITHIN 
THE COURTYARD 

Overlying the midden dumps within the courtyard 
was a deposit of limestone rubble and occasional tile 

which had been rammed into a dark brown loam DKI 
4/DKII 2 (Figs. 94-6). The rubble. included some 
reused facing-stones, which were pitched in places. 
The rubble was laid in a band 3.5m wide aligned 
north-west .to south-east and turned through a right 
angle atits southern corner. The rubble showed no 
signs of wear indicative of its use as a surface, and 
the pitching also militates against this interpretation. 
More probably the rubble served as the foundation 
for a timber-framed building. This is accordingly 
termed building Vl.7. Another rubble platform has 
been found futher to the south-east within insula VI, 
and similar platforms of rubble packed with mortar 
and plas'ter served as the foundations for· timber 
buildings on the site of the baths basilica at 
Wroxeter, where they are dated to the sixth or 
seventh century (White forthcoming, who notes 
further examples of such platforms at other sites in 
Wroxeter and also at Chester). The foundation was 
directly overlaid by dark earth DKI 1/DKII I. 

In 1980/137 overlying rubble 137/20, which might 
be associated with the demolition of building Vl.1, 
was a timber-framed structure (building VI.8) 
erected on the courtyard surface (Figs. 94, ~6). Four 
stone-built post-settings were found (137/F4-7). 
Settings 137/F4-5 had post-pits cut through the 
courtyard surface, but 137/F6-7 were merely piles of 
stone set on the surface itself. All four had 
square-shaped post-pipes, c.0.2m square. other 
groups of stones recorded on the courtyard surface 
could be the remains of other post-settings, since 
destroyed by cultivation. Pieces of carved stone were 
found in.l37/F7 (p. 138) presumably derived from 
Building Vl.l. No coherent plan coul_d. :be 
reconstructed from the available distribution of 
post-settings, the limits of the building extending 
beyond the excavated area. No assoc.iated floor level 
was found and it is presumed that the building had a · 
raised floor. A pit 137/F9 was probably dug at the 
same time as the building was in use but produced no 
artefacts. . . . . 

During the life of the timber building, or 
immediately after its abandonment, a series . of 
dumps of soil and refuse began to accumulate east of 
the structure, and eventually covered its site. The 
preservation of the deposits owes_ much to. the 
subsidence of pit F2 which created a hollow 
depression in the courtyard surface. The earliest soil 
dump 137/6 was a mixture of yellow clay and rubble. 
Subsequent dumps 137/5, 4 had a much more humic 
COI')tent. All three deposits contained abundant 
animal bone and pottery. The well preserved 
collection of animal bone presents a rare example of 
a relatively complete butchery deposit resulting from 
the systematic and large-scale processing of cattle 
carcasses (p. 354). It is presumed therefore; that' the 
dumps represent the accumulation of a midden of 
butchery waste and that soil, bringing with it various 
artefacts, was brought in from elsewhere to reduce 
any obnoxious odours from · the decomposing 
carcases. , 

The latest context- preserved on this site was .a 
rough cobbled surface 137/F I: 3 sealing the midden 
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94. Plan of possible late structures VI. 7 (top) and Vl.8 (bottom) in insula VI (Sites DK, 1980/ 137) 

95. Rammed rubble platform DKII 2, possibly the 
foundation for the timber VI.7. 2m scale 

deposits. Its extent was defined by the area of 
subsidence of pit 13 7/F2. The surface was 
constructed from brash and soil but did not appear 
especially worn although the surface was grazed by 
later cultivation, preventing any realistic assessment 
of its function or date. 

Dating Evidence 

Building Vl.7 Construction 
OK! 4/DKII 2 Coins: indeterminate third-fourth century; Claudius !, 
copy of RIC 66, 43-64. Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated cup; 
large Nene Valley colour-coated beaker; ?Mancetter-Hartshill 
mortarium; South-West white-slip ware flagon. 

There was no material directly associated with building V!.8 . 

Midden Dumps 
137/6/5/4 Coins: H. ofConstantine, copy as CK 25, 350-60; H. of 
Constantine, as HK 137, 345-8; Hadrian, RIC 557, 118. 
Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated ware; BBI cooking-pots with 
outflaring rim as Gill am 146. 
137/FI :3 Coarseware: late third-century or later coarsewares. 

Dark Earth 
DKII I Coin: Urbs Roma, HK 51 , 330-5 . 
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Both building Vl.7 and Vl.8 probably date to at least 
the fourth century. They may either have been 
constructed within the courtyard of the still 
functioning public building, or else post-date the 
demolition of the corridors at the very end of the 
fourth or early fifth century. If the parallel of 
building VI. 7 with those at Wroxeter has validity, it 
is conceivable that both structures might fall within 
the fifth century, if not later. It must be stressed, 
however, that no sherds of grass-tempered pottery 
datable to the fifth-eighth century were recovered 
from this site, or for that matter any other which has 
been excavated to date within the walls of Corinium 
(although the ware has been found outside the 
defences at the amphitheatre; p. 174). 

ERMIN STREET 

A section ofEnnin Street 2.5m wide was examined in 
trench ON adjacent to the portico flanking building 
Vl.l (Figs. 88, 90-1 ). The trench was not excavated to 
natural, and only the upper four or possibly five 
surfaces were examined, bordered by a ditch which 
had been cleaned and recut at least twice. The lowest 
surface revealed (un-numbered) was of overlapping 
unworn paving stones upon which a thin silt ON 53 
had developed. It is uncertain whether this was a 
make-up deposit or a surface in its own right. Above 
this was a more certain compact mortar surface above 
limestone make-up ON 48, with a slight camber and 
evidence of rutting. This surface was covered in silt 
ON 47, 20-50mm thick. Probably contemporary with 
it was a broad ditch dug adjacent to the sleeper wall of 
the portico. This had subsequently been recut on a 
number of occasions, and the earliest fills which 
survived comprised silt DN 54 beneath orange-brown 
mortar containing large tile fragments ON 51. A 
second very compact mortar surface above limestone 
make-up ON 46 was laid on it, 0.1-0.12m thick with 
evidence for iron panning. On top of this surface 
bands of silt ON 39, 41, 43 up to 0.25m thick had 
accumulated. During this process the ditch also 
became choked with silt ON 25. Sealing them was a 
new surface of well-worn cobbles ON 33, 0.1 m thick, 
with two parallel ruts each 0.1 wide and adjacent to 
one another. This surface partly sealed the silted-up 
ditch which was recut to a width of 1.4m and depth of 
0.5m, and which in turn began to fill with silt ON 19 
and a deposit of large fragments of ceramic roofing 
tile ON 23 beneath further silt. The latest surface 
found was of gravel and small pebbles ON 20, 50mm 
deep, which is probably associated with a final 
recutting of the ditch, 0.8m wide and 0.2m deep. The 
ditch finally became filled with a black loamy silt ON 
16 (as has been found elsewhere; p. 26), and then in 
the whole area between the portico sleeper wall and 
the top of the camber of the street a dark loamy 
horizon ON 9 accumulated containing rubble, 
ceramic roofing tiles and a fragment of a column base 
(Fig. 97) dislodged from the adjacent portico. 

The uppennost compacted surface of Ennin Street 
was also exposed further to the north-west in trench 
AFI where it displayed three wheel ruts (Fig. 88). 

Running down the centre of the street was a 
timber-lined drain, 0.75m wide and of approximately 
square section. The sides contained the impressions of 
where four timber uprights had retained the plank 
lining. The drain was filled with a fine silt AFI 4, 2. 
Ennin Street was 10.5m wide between the colonnade 
walls flanking insulae V and VI. A deposit of green 
silt AFI 24 in front of the colonnade flanking insula V 
probably indicates an open ditch. It was cut by the 
construction trench for the fourth-century 
reconstruction of the colonnade (p. 207). On the 
opposite side of the street fine silt immediately in 
front of the colonnade wall suggests a similar open 
ditch. Contained within this deposit in trench AFIII 
was the upper torso only of a skeleton, aligned 
north-west to south-east along the line of the ditch 
(CEC 11, MF DOS, 5006). Time did not allow for the 
burial to be fully excavated and lifted for 
examination. A pit (AFI pit I) cut through the 
uppennost surface of Ennin Street. 

Dating Evidence 

ON 53 Samian: Or 37, SG, Flavian-Trajanic. 
Second surface ON 46 Coarseware: BBI sherd. 
ON 41/39 Samian: Or 37, CG, by a member of the Cerialis 
ii-Cinnamus ii group, c.l35-70; Or 30 (?), 37 (by a member of the 
Sacer i group), CG, Hadrianic or early Antonine. Coarseware: 
flagon, fabric 95, tanged handle; Oxford white-ware mortarium, 
c.II0-70. 
Third surface ON 33 Samian: Or 31, CG, Antonine. 
ON 25 Samian: Or 18/31 or 31, stamped by Titurus of Lezoux (?), 
die 2a'. The stamp is from a die which has lost its original ansate 
ends, c.l50-80. Coarseware: flagon, fabric 95, tanged handles. 
ON 19/23 Samian: Or 18/31 or 31 (x 3), 33,37 (x 3, including bowls 
in the styles of Criciro v and the Sacer i group), CG, Hadrianic or 
early Antonine. Of the coarsewares there was nothing which need be 
later than c.200, although grey and oxidised elements were mainly 
North Wiltshire products rather than the early fabric 17. BB I was 
sparse. 
Fourth surface ON 20 Samian: Or 31, CG, Antonine. 
ON 16 Coins: H. of Theodosius, as CK 162 (x 3), 388-402; H. of 
Theodosius, as CK 796, 388-402; Valentinian 11, as CK 162, 
388-92; Valens, CK 280, 364-75; H. ofConstantine, copy as CK 25, 
350-60; H. of Constantine, as HK 87, 335-45; radiate, indet., 
260-90. Coarseware: BB I cooking-pot with outflaring rim and 
obtuse-angled lattice. 
ON 9 Coins: H. of Theodosius, as CK 162 (x 2), 388-402; 
Valentinian I, CK 300, 367-75; H. ofConstantine, copy as CK 25 (x 
2), 350-60; Constantinopolis, as HK 52, 330-45; H. ofConstantine, 
copy as HK 48, 330-45. Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated Young 
C75, c.325-400+; Oxford parchment ware; Nene Valley 
colour-coated platter. 
AFI 2 Coarseware: BB I cooking-pot as Gillam 146, obtuse-angled 
lattice. 
AFI24 Coarseware: ?White Hill Farm jar. 
AFI Pit I Coarseware: Oxford colour-coated Young C79, 
c.340-400+. 

ARCHITECTURAL FRAGMENTS 

Some architectural fragments have been recovered 
which are likely to have derived from building Vl.l. 

1. Column base from the external portico fronting 
Ennin Street (Fig. 97; for location Figs. 90-1 ). The 
following description is taken from unpublished 
notes by T. F. C. Blagg. Worn column base made 
from coarse shelly oolitic limestone with a fillet and 
cyma moulding. Rilling on upper side of torus might 
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97. Column base from portico flanking building VI.!. 
Scale Y4 

possibly be lattice-work. This base has previously 
been discussed by Blagg (1980, 39, fig. 2, 3) who 
considered that it bore such a close resemblance to a 
base from Fishbourne (Cunliffe 1971 (ii), fig. 2, 4) 
both in its proportions and detailed treatment of its 
profile, that it was a strong probability that both were 
carved by the same mason. At Fishbourne the 
columns supported upon such bases were about 3.6m 
high. Given that the Fishbourne palace was 
constructed c.75/80, then if Blagg is correct the 
portico should probably be regarded as predating the 
construction of building VI. I c.l50-160/70. A late 
first-century date, around the . time the public 
building programme began, would make sense. ON 9. 

2. Two curved and one vertical shaft fragment made 
from oolitic limestone. Blagg (unpublished notes) 
suggests that they were from an S-screen. 13 7/20 
(late rubble deposit). 

3. Two joining pieces of an oolitic limestone 
entablature moulding forming two calyces (Biagg 
1993, no. 228). 137/5. 

4. Spiral terminal, carved in fine-grained oolitic 
limestone, probably from a Composite capital 
(Blagg 1993, no. 201). 137/20. 

DISCUSSION 

The building comprised broad ranges (5.9-7.6m 
wide internally) around at least three sides of a 
central courtyard which was 56m across from 
north-west to south-east. They have been termed 
corridors as the inner wall of the south-west range 
survived in one place to a height of seven courses. 
Clearly therefore this wall was not a mere stylobate 
supporting a colonnade. The flooring of opus 
signinum, and then mosaics, also confirms that the 
rooms were largely enclosed for such surfaces could 
not have withstood the rigours of winter. frosts if 
open to the elements on one side. The most 

noticeable feature of the plan is the absence of 
sub-divisions within the corridors, and so the design 
was evidently for broad ambulatories. Perhaps the 
most likely . arrangement was that the inner wall 
supported a series of dwarf columns or an arcade 
which would permit both views out across the 
courtyard and admit light to the corridors. There 
were seemingly no internal porticos on the 
south-east and south-west sides of the courtyard, 
although there may have been one to the north-west 

The building measured 75m overall from 
north-west to south-east, and in excess of 38m from 
north-east to south-west. If it had occupied the full 
width of insula VI it would have had a maximum 
length of 109m. On Bravender's plan (Beecham 
1887, plan, and better, the unpublished plan held in 
the Bingham Library, Cirencester) a length of street 
metalling extending as far as the south-western side 
of. Chester Street is marked, with a Roman wall 
immediately to the south-east. It seems probable that 
this is in fact further evidence for the central 
courtyard and inner wall of the south-east range 
which would thus have a confirmed .length in excess 
of67.5m. It is unlikely that the courtyard extended as 
far as the frontage of street D, however, as Wacher's 
excavations on the north-east side of the insula at 
Chester Mews in 1964 found evidence for a different 
stone building fronting the street (Wacher 1965, 
97-8; on his fig. I termed V1.3 but now renumbered 
VI.2; CEC I, figs. 9-1 0). That building showed 
evidence of at least three periods, and to judge from a 
preliminary analysis of the pottery from occupation . 
deposits within the building by V. Rigby was in use 
from the early to mid-second century until the third 
century. Notable finds from these deposits included 
two crucibles used in gold-working and one 
containing brass (p. 308). It is probable that Vl.2 was 
part of a row of shops fronting the street. To the 
south-west of the shops a number of walls, 1.2m 
wide, were observed by Bravender during the laying 
of a sewer along Chester Street in 1878 (Beecham 
1887, plan). . _ 

McWhirr (1978, 74) has succiQctly summed up the 
possible functions of the building: 'The narrowness 
of the excavated strip across this building makes 
interpretation of its plan difficult. It may have been ·a 
market, or an ambulatory around a temenos with a 
temple outside the immediate ·area. Another 
possibility, although perhaps rather more remote, is 
that the courtyard and associated covered way is the 
palaestra of the public baths'. The lack of internal 
partitions to form shops, and of a continuous inner 
portico, ·argues against an interpretation as a market 
(cf. the discussion of the possible macel/um in 'insula 
11; p. 187), and similar considerations might also 
apply against the palaestra of a bath-house. The 
absence of any records by Bravender of hypocausts 
in the sewer trench in Chester Street might also be 
considered significant. McWhirr'.s third suggestion 
of a temenos has certain attractions as Lewis ( 1966, 
1 31-5) -defines a group of temples where the temenos 
was surrounded by a covered portico, although in the 
great majority of cases the inner wall of the ranges 
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was clearly an open colonnade supported upon a 
stylobate (as, for example, at Verulamium insula XVI 
and Hayling Island, Hants.). A possible parallel for 
the Cirencester arrangement may be found at the 
early third-century temple at Harlow, Essex, where 
the temenos was flanked on two sides by rooms 
22.5m long and 3.6m wide equipped with tessellated 
floors and painted wall-plaster (France and Gobel 
1985, 44-5). In one place the inner wall survived to a 
height of three courses which would argue against 
the presence of a stylobate. 

Verulamium is the only Romano-British town to 
have produced conclusive evidence for a temple 
(capitolium) attached to the forum, although at some 
towns such as Caerwent, Caistor-by-Norwich, 
Canterbury, Silchester and perhaps now Cirencester as 
well, a temple lay adjacent. Boon ( 1973, I 08, n. 13) 
has suggested that these may have served as civic 
temples to some degree, a hypothesis supported at 
Silchester by the recovery of collegiate inscriptions 'of 
a guild of foreigners' from the temple in insula 
XXXV. The construction of a temple on a site 
previously used for other purposes is also not unusual. 
At Wroxeter a temple in insula VIII was built over the 
burnt remains of earlier structures and seems to date to 
the later second century (Bushe-Fox 1914, 2-9). At 
Caerwent the temple adjacent to the forum was 
constructed in c.330 over the site of a yard associated 
with an earlier workshop (Brewer 1993, 59). 

To judge from deposits within the corridor the 
building was maintained until the very end of the 
fourth century, even if debris was being dumped 
within the courtyard at an earlier date. The possible 
evidence for late timber buildings can be compared 
with that from elsewhere in the insula (p. 243), where 
the putative structure probably dates to the very late 
fourth or early fifth century. 

APPENDIX 1: PALAEOBOTANICAL 
ANALYSIS OF SAMPLES FROM 2-8 
CHESTER STREET 

by Francis J. Green 

Soil samples were removed from five contexts for 
palaeobotanical study. Two of the samples each 
comprised 1 OOOmls of material, the remaining three 
samples were each of about 2500 mls volume (Table 7). 

Samples 2 and 6, from 137/24 and 137/31 
respectively, were found to contain little which could 
be regarded as representative. In contrast, samples 
10, 11 and 12, all from the infilling of the Period 
2.2/2.3 pit 1980/F2 yielded large quantities of 
identifiable plant remains. The infilling of the pit can 
be dated to the period c.1 00/1 0-early Antonine. The 
dominant species in all these last mentioned samples 
was spelt wheat (Triticum spelta). The samples with 
small quantities of grain probably represent casual 
waste from normal domestic activities. Sample 11 
produced evidence for barley as well as wheat, 
whereas sample 12 produced only wheat. 

The evidence recorded from sample 12 probably 
indicates the presence of crop processing waste. The 

large quantity of spelt chaff (glumes and spikelet 
fragments), and the presence of Brome Grass 
(Bromus secalinuslmollis ), all suggest that this 
material represents waste from winnowing. The lack 
of large weed seeds would support this argument, as 
such seeds would probably have been sieved from 
the crop prior to winnowing. It is also possible that 
only the lighter elements of this winnowing process 
are present, possibly indicating deliberate crop waste 
selection for domestic, agricultural, or industrial 
purposes. 

Small quantities of other wheat varieties were 
recovered from the samples studied; possibly 
indicating some contamination of the original crops. 
However, the bread and club wheats (Triticum 
aestivum/compactum) are free threshing wheats and 
are invariably under-represented in relation to 
species such as spelt and emmer. Since rachis 
fragments of bread wheat were present in large 
quantities in sample 12 it is possible that this species 
was indeed the dominant wheat being utilised. 

Oats (Avena cf sativa) were recovered from 
samples 10 and 11, but it was impossible to 
determine whether the species represented was a 
wild, or a cultivated, form. Oats, rather like the free 
threshing wheats, are often under-represented on 
archaeological sites due to the nature of the crop 
processing. 

The wild plant species recorded in the samples 
could all have originated from incidental occurrence 
among the cereal crops used, or processed, on the site. 
The fragments of hazel-nut (Corylus avellana) cannot 
be used to indicate any specific cultural or economic 
activity, since this species seems to be ubiquitous on 
sites of all periods, and need not be specifically 
associated with deposits of domestic origin. 

The range of species, and the nature of the 
evidence in samples from this site, is comparable to 
botanical material from most sites of late Iron Age 
and Roman date in southern England. The 
contrasting composition of the samples from 137/F2, 
with the upper fill 137/22 suggesting derivation from 
domestic activities and the lower fill 137/40 
probably originated from crop processing is 
especially interesting. Either crop processing 
activities were taking place within the town, or there 
existed a specific use for the waste which required it 
to be brought in from elsewhere. Evidence from 
other urban centres such as Winchester would favour 
the former explanation, and it must be concluded that 
many essentially rural activities were executed 
within some towns. 

APPENDIX 2: THE SLAGS AND METAL
WORKING RESIDUES FROM 2-8 
CHESTER STREET 

by Justine Bayley 

Slag and other residues from metal-working 
activities were recovered from a number of contexts. 
A full catalogue is held in the archive. Of particular 
note is the assemblage from three contexts. From the 


