2. THE STREET SYSTEM

During the preparation of this volume a new plan of
the Roman town has been prepared (Fig. 18). Previ ous
investigation s have been plotted onto a digital

Ordnance Survey base which has resulted in accuracy
not previo usl y possible. One of the main results of
thi s process has been the recog niti on th at variou s
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sightings of metall ing on what is ostensibly the same
street do not always ali gn on a consistently straig ht
alignment. It was recogni sed prev iou sly that the
process of recon structi on of the town plan on the
dra wing table, which of necess ity requires a 'joining of
the dots' between comparatively few direct observations, has a tendency to create a plan which di spla ys
greate r reg ularity than may have actually been the case
(CE V, 19). The street grid as now depicted is no
longer perfectly orthogo nal, and certain streets
evidently included dog- legs or changes of alignment
(for in stance Street C between observati ons C.1 /6 and
C.2 and Street J between J.1 and J.2/3). The
irreg ularity now apparent in the st reet pl an seems

more credible, and bears compari son wi th towns such
as Silchester and Caistor-by-Norwich where aerial
photography and geoph ysics permit an accurate street
plan to be traced across the whol e of th e wa lled area
(Bewley and Fu lford 1996; Current Archaeology 216
(March 2008), 7). In Cirencester the extent to which
streets di vided up the whole of the wall ed area is still
unclear, especia ll y in the north-east, north -west and
south-east quarters where relict or active river courses
may ha ve disrupted attempts at unifi ed planning . For
instance two investigations ha ve failed to detect
Streets K and L in their anticipated locations and so
insula XVII may never have been full y defined by
streets on all four si des (Fig. 19).

Reproduced from the 2008 Ordnance Survey digital map with the permission
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The location of various investi gations in the south-eastern part of the Roman town (1 :2000)

In this chapter two excavations which examined the
course of Ermin Street as it passed throu gh the southeastern part of the town are reported, followed by short

gazetteer entries of other smaller investi gations which
have taken place since the publication of CE V. The
nomenclature adopted follows on from that introduced
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proposed de velopment area (CE lll, 193). The entire
footprint of the development, cove ring an area of
2
approx imate ly 130m , was machine-exca va ted to the
top of archaeo logical depos its, whi ch in places was o nl y
0.3m bel ow the existing gro und level. \Xlhere unaffected by modern se rvice trenches , Ro man street
metalling sur vived across the eastern half of the site,
and a 1.2m-wide trench was posi ti oned to give the best
possible secti o n across Ermin Street (Fi g . 21, trench 4).
Machine excavation also exposed Roma n structural
remai ns along the western si de of the site, ali g ned
almost exactl y along a pro posed fo undation for the
devel o pment. A second trench was laid o ut to examine
this wa ll and any other associated deposits (trench 5).
The trenches were hand-excavated to no deeper than
was required for the found ations. Removal of street
surfaces was difficult due to their hi g hl y compacted
nature and had to be undertaken mos tly by means of a
pneumatic drill. This made it difficu lt to di sce rn distinct
street surfaces, particularl y in the later layers where

in CE V, with each street ascribed a letter and each
separate investigation a numbe r. Thu s, as the exca vati o ns at Bin g ham Hall are the eig hth sepa rate
in vestigation of E rmin Street (Street A), the investigatio n is numbered A .8. The locati o ns of the investi gations are marked o n Fi g . 19.

BINGHAM HALL, KING STREET, 2002
by Tim H avard and Martin Watts
Introduction
In March 2002 CA carried out an excavatio n prior to the
construction of a small extension to the Bin g ham H all
in King Street (see Fig. 17, no. 3 and Fig . 20). The
metalled surface of E rmin Street was identified during
the con struction of Bing ham H all in 1908, and again in
D ecember 2000 in a small trial trench within the

Reproduced from the 2008 Ordnance Survey digital map with the permissloo
of Ordnance Survey on bellalf of The Controller otHer Majesty's Stationery Office

0

"'
«l

\

© Crown copvright Cotswold Atchaeological Trust 100002109

N

A

\

\\ Bingham
\ Hall
\
\
\

\
\
\

INSULA

\

IX

/

/
/

/

/
/
/

/

/

>\

0136

\

\

section 1

\

/

\

\

/

INSULA
VIII

\

\

\

\
\

development area

=:

:=====

excavation trenches

0

Bing ham Hall trench location plan (1:200)

\
\

\

\

\

\
/

/

/

\
\

/

/

Fig. 21

\

/

/

/

/

···· ···· ·

\

\
\

\
\

surviving surface of Ermin Street
projected alignment of Ermin Street
25m

vo
~

(a) Bingham Hall section 1

442

lr1

x

~
....
<:;·

(b) Foresters Arms section 1
Structure 1

Roadside Ditches

Ermin Street

~

""
it
0

~
~

,.,_
""

---

~·

._,

~·

?;J
<::>

:>l

""

;,.

C)

~·

c:::z=::J

grave I

c===::J

modern

c===::J

masonry

~

'dark earth'

1!..II:J:::=:J

demolition deposit

a
i;t

"......

0

5m

'a

~

a"->

Fig. 22

Sections at Bin g ham Hall and Foresters A rms (1 :50)

a

'-.1

35

The Street S)'stem

deposits appeared to blend in to one another, as if
patchwork repairs rather than full scale resurfacing had
occurred. As natural deposits were not reached in either
trench, this resulted in two substantial but incomplete
sections, one across Ermin Street (Fig. 22a) and the
other along its associated street-side development
(trench 5). A watching brief was also maintained
during the construction of the building foundations but
this did not provide any additional information.

Period 1: Early street surfaces and portico (late 1st
to early 2nd century AD)
At the base of trench 4, two layers of street metalling
(321 and 324) were exposed but not excavated at a
height of between 105.9m and 106.2m AOD. These
were sealed by layers of street-washed silt (e.g. 320),
which together with the camber of metalling 324
suggested that these deposits lay at the edge of the street
next to the side ditch. The build-up of silt suggests
maintenance was intermittent, although the side ditch
(441) was well defined. A further episode of resurfacing and silt deposition was also apparent.
To the south-west of Ermin Street, the earliest
identified surface (310, 330), at 105.9m AOD, corresponded in height with the earliest street metalling. The
surface comprised irregular limestone slabs laid flat, and
was sealed by several layers of silt (e.g. 309, 361),
echoing the build-up of silt over the corresponding
street. The rising up of these silt deposits towards the
north-east indicated that a stylobate wall had been
present, and therefore this earliest floor surface
identified lay within a portico. However, due to later
rebuilding no direct evidence of the portico survived.

Dating evidence
Period 1 dating derives from deposits, principally 309 and
310, associated with the earliest road metalling. Dating is
exclusively from pottery evidence, which includes three
sherds of South Gaulish samian of Flavian date. Local
finewares are restricted to single sherds of mica-dusted TF 54
and a probable flagon of North Wilts oxidised ware TF 9.
Coarsewares comprise mainly reduced wares, particularly
Savernake and local types, some with clay rustication.
Though restricted in quantity, the assemblage is comparable
in composition to Ceramic Phase 2 and probably dates to the
late 1st to early 2nd century AD.
Layer 309: Pottery (15sh.j204g). Samian: SG Drag. 36,
Flavian. Coarsewares: TF 6, 5, 17, 9, 52.
Floor 310: Potteo' (13sh.j84g). Smnian: SG Drag. 27, 29,
Flavian. Coarwvare.r: TF 6, 5, 17, 9, 52.

Period 2: Building 1A and the broadening of Ermin
Street (2nd to late 3rdfearly 4th century AD)

Building lA
In trench 5 the earliest remains related to Building 1A,
which fronted Ermin Street, and to open areas either
side of Building 1A (Fig. 23a). Up to six courses of
dressed stone from the side walls (378 and 436) of
Building 1A were recorded, but its front wall had
been entirely replaced by later rebuilding. Internally,

the earliest recorded floor, of compacted clay (430,
n.i.) stood at a height of 106.5m AOD. This was
replaced by three successive surfaces of smooth
limestone slabs, each surface bedded on a thick layer
of compacted sandy silt. Each successive surface raised
the internal floor level by approximately 0.2m; the
final floor surface of Building 1A lay at approximately
107.2m AOD.
To the north-west of Building 1A a sequence of
deposits that appeared to represent a courtyard was
found. Three successive layers were again recorded, the
levels of which broadly correlated to the interior
surfaces of Building 1A, although robbing of wall 378
and later truncation had destroyed any direct relationships. The uppermost make-up layer comprised
compacted limestone fragments and gravel, and was
overlain by a well-constructed surface (393, n.i.) of
compacted gravel with crushed tile, lying at c. 107.2m
AOD. The similarity of surface 393 with the walkway
surfaces within the portico in trench 4 suggests it was
external rather than internal.
To the south-east of Building 1A was a series of silt
deposits (including 406 and 411, both n.i.) that
appeared to have been dumped against wall 436,
although later construction had removed any direct
relationship. Unlike those to the north-east, these
deposits bore no relation to the levels of the internal
surfaces of the building. They were over lain by several
thin layers of silt, clay and gravel (including 437, n.i.)
that were rich in charcoal and waste fragments of
copper alloy, the uppermost of which sloped gently
down from a height of 107.1m AOD adjacent to
Building 1A. It seems likely that this was an open area,
perhaps not directly related to Building 1A, with some
scattered metalworking waste, but not enough to
indicate an industrial function.

Ermin Street
Two distinct phases of Ermin Street were apparent
within this period. During the first phase, the level of
Ermin Street gradually increased as repairs and general
resurfacing was undertaken. The re-surfacing (e.g.
metalling layers 312, 315, 317) was undertaken directly
above previous street surfaces, with a gentle camber
allowing rainwater to run off into a broad side ditch up
to 2.5m wide (allowing for a stylobate wall c. 0.5m
wide). The north-eastern edge of this phase of Ermin
Street, which was at least 5m wide, lay beyond the
trench. The last resurfacing of this phase (metalling
layers 346 and 349) elevated the level of the street to
approximately 106.8m AOD. Following this, the side
ditch was allowed to fill up with silt (306, 311) and
despite the ditch being redefined (442) it filled up with
silt once more (e.g. layers 303, 304, 305).
The infilling of the side ditch may have been deliberate
as it allowed for the construction of street surfaces above
it. The street level above the infilled earlier ditch was
rapidly raised with the deposition of layer 283, up to
0.4m deep. An iron linch-pin was recovered from the
earliest metalling of this phase, layer 345 (Fig. 24, 2). The
final surface of this phase stood at approximately 107.2m
AOD. It is unclear whether this was a general broad-
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the so uth-west the side ditch mu st have been considerably narrower, perhaps on ly lm wide, but later
rebuilding had again removed all evidence.

ening of Ermin Street or a sli g ht reali g nment, as there
was no clear evidence for the edge of the street o r a side
ditch to the no rth -east within this trench (Fig. 22a). To
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The portico
Floor levels within both Building lA and the portico
rose throughout this period, probably in response to
the increasing street level from episodes of resurfacing. Like the street surfaces, successive floor
surfaces within the portico, such as surfaces 299, 290
and 288, were interleaved with thin accumulations of
silt, including layers 292 and 275. The later floor
surfaces sloped away from the adjacent building, no
doubt to assist with the run-off of water. The largest
accumulation of silt within this sequence, layer 275,
may have accompanied the infilling of the adjacent
side ditch. The uppermost walkway surface of this
period stood at about 106.5m AOD. As with the
underlying floor surfaces, all would have lain within a
portico, with wall foundations on one side and a
stylobate wall on the other but, as previously, all
evidence of these structures had been removed by
later, direct replacements.

Dating evidence
Building 1A. Only small quantities of pottery are associated
with the construction of Building lA. A sherd of Central
Gaulish samian, dateable to the Antonine period, is the only
artefact from the early floor levels within the building.
Pottery from the construction of wall 378 comprises Flavian
samian and late 1st to 2nd-century AD coarsewares, quite
possibly derived from earlier deposits. Dating evidence from
the open area south-east of Building lA includes Antonine
(Central Gaulish) samian, Dorset Black-Burnished ware (TF
74) and a South-\>?est white slipped ware (TF 88) flagon of
probable 3rd-century date (CE II, MF 1 DOS). This material is
comparable to Ceramic Phases 5 to 6 (c. AD 200-300).
Layer 406: Pottery (3sh.j48g). Samian: CG Drag. 33,
Antonine. Coarsewares: TF 74.
Layer 411: Pottery (9sh./130g). Samian: CG Drag. 35/36,
2nd century. Coarsewares: TF 88 (flagon).
Layer 430: Pottery (1sh./2g). Samian: CG Drag. 18/31,
Antonine.
Ermin Street. Pottery from the road surfaces comprises
mostly broadly dateable types or derived (residual) material.
Layer 305: Pottery (9sh.j416g). Samian: SG Drag. 15/17R,
pre-Flavian. Coarsewares: TF 17/98, 40, 6, 9.
The portico. Material from the layers of silt within the
portico floor surfaces includes a single worn coin of
Vespasian (AD 69-79) from layer 275. The pottery, including
one sherd of South Gaulish samian, is very similar in
character to material from Period 1 deposits and is consistent
with a date before c. AD 130/150.
Layer 275: Coin: Worn as or dupondius ofVespasian (AD 6979).
Layer 292: Pottery (25sh.j299g). Samian: SG Drag. 29, 1st
century AD. Coarwvares: TF 17, 6, 9, 5, 40.

Period 3: Building 1B and reconstruction of the
portico (mid 4th century AD)

Building JB
Considerable alterations were carried out to Building
lA to create Building lB. The north-eastern wall,
which also formed the inner wall of the portico (wall
278), was completely rebuilt from the foundations (279)

upwards (Figs 22a and 23b). The south-eastern wall
(436) was demolished and partly robbed (424, 427, both
n.i.) to below floor level and a new wall (418) was built
immediately adjacent. Fragments of a Roman lock-plate
were recovered from associated deposit 413 (n.i.) (Fig.
24, 1). The interior floor surface of Building lA was
retained and extended over the remains of wall436. The
north-western wall of Building lA, 378, also appears to
have been retained. Up to seven courses of stone
survived in situ from walls 278 and 418, both of which
stood on pitched stone foundations.

New portico and roadside gully
The rebuilding of the inner wall of the portico, 278, was
accompanied by a further reconstruction of the
stylobate wall in what was probably wholesale rebuilding of the entire portico. Any evidence for previous
stylobates and roadside ditches was removed with a
broad construction cut (294), the base of which was
consolidated with large pieces of limestone (295), quite
possibly from the demolition of the earlier portico,
forming a foundation layer for new construction. The
foundations of the new stylobate wall survived (268), as
did the retaining or counterscarp wall (244) for a
narrow gully that replaced the wide, side ditch of
previous periods (Fig. 22a).

Dating evidence
Building 1B. Only modest quantities of pottery can be
associated with this period. Pottery from robber trench 427
produced a coin of AD 330-5. Deposits associated with the
construction of wall278 produced a small quantity of pottery
including Oxfordshire whiteware mortaria (TF 90, Young
form M22) and colour-coated ware TF 83, suggesting a date
of after c. AD 250/270. .
Layer 424: Coin: Constantine I (AD 330-5); Potter)' (6sh./
56g). Samian: CG Drag. 18/31, Antonine. Coarsewares: 74, 98.
Wall278: Pottery (5sh.j238g). Coarsewares: TF 83, 90, 98,104.
New portico and roadside gull)'. A coin of Constantius I (AD
293-306) was recovered from the foundation rubble 295 for
the stylobate wall. This deposit also produced a relatively
large group of pottery, including TF 83 and 103 indicative of
a date after c. AD 300 (Ceramic Phases 7-8).
Foundation layer 295: Coin: Constantius I (AD 293-306);
Pottery (38sh.j483g). Coarwvares: TF 104, 118, 98, 35, 6, 83.

Period 4: Rising street and floor levels and
rebuilding of the portico (mid 4th century AD +)

Building JB and possible courtyards
The internal floor level of Building lB was raised by up
to 0.15m, again with the deposition of compacted silt
and the construction of a new surface. To the northwest, sandy gravels were laid to bring the level of the
probable courtyard up to a similar height, and this was
mirrored to the south-east of Building lB with a
substantial deposit of compact gravel (390) laid within
the open area. A surface was established on top of this
deposit. The similarity in the new surface levels either
side of wall 418, at approximately 107.3m AOD,
suggests that the former open area was now more
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directly linked to the building than previously, and was
probably another courtyard.

Ermin Street
Further resurfacing of Ermin Street was undertaken
after the creation of the narrow side gully, with both
metalled layers (252) and silt accumulations overlying
the top of the counterscarp wall 244. The top of the
uppermost surviving metalled surface, 337, was located
at 107.5m AOD. The presence of substantial silt
accumulations such as layers 300 and 241 may indicate
that the alignment of the street shifted back towards the
north-east during this period. Final silting of the gully,
which must have been regularly cleaned, was represented by deposit 360.

The portico
At least seven episodes of relaying or repamng the
portico floor were undertaken before the stylobate wall
was again rebuilt (Fig. 22a). Deposit 230 was probably
placed to deflect water away from the wall foundations.
Successive floor layers displayed the same slight slope as
earlier walkway surfaces, with localised repairs such as
layers 271 and 246 perhaps suggesting increased wear.
The stylobate was rebuilt (269), reusing part of wall
268, when the floor surface had reached 107 .1m AOD
or higher. It is possible that metalled surface 210
also pre-dated this reconstruction of the stylobate wall,
but truncation had removed any stratigraphic relationship.

Dating evidence
The portico. Only one layer, metalling 210, produced
significant artefactual material. Three coins, all House of
Constantine copies, were recovered, together with small
quantities of pottery. This material is suggestive of a mid 4thcentury AD or later date.
Layer 210: Coim: ?copy, Constantinopolis (AD 330-335);
House of Constantine copy (AD 335-7); House of Constantine copy (AD 335-41). Pottery (10sh.f69g). Coarsewares:
TF 104, 105, 98, 83.

Period 5: Late Romanjpost-Roman activity (late
4th century AD + )
Evidence for late Roman and/or post-Roman activity
was restricted to a demolition layer (383, n.i.) within
Building 1B, a few features including a stakehole and
two pits, and deposits of dark earth (including layer
370) overlying all archaeological remains to the southwest of the portico (Fig. 22a). Dark earth deposits were
also recorded infilling the upper parts of the roadside
gully (e.g. 219, 229), which had been enlarged through
the removal of part of the stylobate wall prior to a
modern pipe trench being cut through these deposits.

Dating evidence
The pottery is a mix of early and (mostly) late Roman
material. The late Roman groups are similar in character to
those from the preceding period, comprising mostly local
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coarsewares copying Dorset Black-Burnished ware, but also
including Oxfordshire products and, in the case of demolition
layer 383, sherds from a South-West brown slipped ware (TF
105) scale-decorated beaker. The 'dark earth' filling the final
roadside gully contained two residual coins of Constantine I.
The absence of material from the second half of the 4th
century, such as House of Valentinian coins, late Roman
shell-tempered ware (type 115) and the latest vessel forms in
Oxfordshire colour-coated ware (TF 83), may be significant.
Such material is abundant in 'latest Roman' contexts
elsewhere in Cirencester, and its absence may indicate that
Roman activity may have tailed off in the immediate area by
the AD 360s.
Demolition layer 383: Pottery (18sh.f69g). Coarwvares: TF
74, 82, 105.
Dark earth 229: Coin: Constantine I (AD 318-24). Potte~y
(llsh.f138g). Coarsewares: TF 9, 83, 84, 17(98, 104.
Dark earth 219: Coin: Constantine I (AD 318-24). Pottery
(7sh.f151g). Coarsewam: TF 104, 106, 17(98, 95(98.

Discussion
The project provided an opportunity to excavate a
section through Ermin Street and its south-western side
ditch, and also to gain some information regarding
roadside development to the south-west of the street in
this area. The requirements of development meant that
natural deposits were not exposed, but a sequence of at
least eleven successive street surfaces was recorded,
lying between 105.9m and 107.5m AOD, and dated to
between the late 1st/early 2nd century and the mid 4th
century AD.
The expansion of Ermin Street over the earlier and
much broader side ditch in the latter part of Period 2
was clearly deliberate, and probably represents a
broadening of the street rather than a re-alignment,
and resulted in a much narrower (but better defined)
side gully. Previous excavations across the whole width
of Ermin Street further to the north-west between
insulae V and VI recorded no evidence for a realignment of the street, however the final form of the
roadside ditch was also much reduced (CE V, fig. 90).
The reverse camber apparent at the top of metalling
layer 366 (and of subsequent replacements) is unlikely
to represent evidence for the north-eastern side of
Ermin Street, as elsewhere within the town the street
had an overall width in excess of 10m (ibid., 138).
However, it is possible that the camber was designed to
allow run-off into a central drain such as has been found
elsewhere (ibid., 138, fig. 88).
As successive street metalling accumulated, floor
levels within the adjacent portico and roadside buildings were correspondingly raised. The limestone slabs
of the earliest recorded portico floor surface (310) are
paralleled by the large pieces of limestone that formed
the first portico floor recorded on the other side of
Ermin Street in insula VI (CE V, 133, fig. 90). The
rebuilding of both portico walls in Period 3 (mid 4th
century AD) removed all structural evidence for the
early portico in which floor surfaces 310 through to 280
were laid, but the presence of an early portico is
apparent from the build-up of silts over surface 310, and
the sloping nature of floor surfaces laid above.
Reconstruction of the portico in the mid 4th century
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AD is paralleled on the same side of Ermin Street at the
far end of insula V where a stylobate wall survived to a
height of seven courses, standing upon the reused
foundations of the original wall (ibid., 207-9). In all, ten
separate floor surfaces were recorded within the
portico.
Five floor surfaces were recorded within Building
1Aj1B but there was no evidence to indicate what the
building may have been used for. The presence of open
areas or courtyards immediately to the rear of a portico
is slightly unusual, but there were no recognisably
internal surfaces of mortar or opus signinum surviving in
the small areas excavated.
The date of the abandonment of the street and
Building 1B is unclear. The absence of late 4th-century
AD coins and pottery from the deposits above the
building remains and infilling the side ditch may be
significant as these artefacts appear in quantity in
equivalent deposits elsewhere in the town. Subsequent
truncation had removed any post-Roman deposits over
Ermin Street, although the presence of dark earth over
the building remains suggests that the uppermost
surviving layer of street metalling could represent its
final surface. A worked red deer antler recovered from
the 'dark earth' deposits is more likely to have been

~=
~

residual rather than representing a post-Roman craft
industry within the walls of Corinium.

The finds by E.R. McSloy
Coins
Layer 275; Period 2. Worn As ofVespasian. AD 69-79.
Foundation layer 295; Period 3. Constantius I. GENIO
POPULI ROMANI. TR (Trier). AD 293-306.
3. Post-Roman deposit 219; Period 5. AE2. Constantine I.
VICTORIAE LAETAE PRINC PERP. AD 318-24.
4. Post-Roman deposit 229; Period 5. AE2. Constantine I.
BAETA TRANQUILLITAS. AD 318-24
5. Walkway layer 210; Period 4. AE3 ?copy. As Constantinopolis. Victory on Prow. TRP (?Trier). AD 330-5.
6. Walkway layer 210; Period 4. AE3 copy. As House of
Constantine. As Gloria Exercitus (2 std). AD 330-5.
7. Demolition deposit 424; Period 3. AE2. CONSTANTINOPOLIS. Victory on Prow. PLG (Lyons). AD 330-5.
8. Unstratified. AE2. CONSTANTINOPOLIS. Victory
on Prow. AD 330-5.
9. Walkway layer 210; Period 4. AE3 copy. As House of
Constantine. As Gloria Exercitus (1 std). AD 335-41.
10. Unstratified. AE3. Constans. VICTORIAE DD
AUGGQ NN. TRS (Trier). AD 347-8.
1.
2.

0

100mm

4

0

Fig. 24

Bingham Hall. Metal objects (scales 2:1 and 1:1)

100mm
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11. Unstratified. AE3. Gratian. SECURIT AS REIPUBLICAE. LUGP (Lyons). AD 367-78.

Metalwork (Fig. 24)

Iron objects
1. Context 413; Period 3. Two joining fragments from
rectangular lock-plate. Rectangular with edges folded over at
90°. X-ray reveals 'L-shaped' aperture, off-set to one side,
two rivet/nail holes to the lower corners and a rectangular
slot between. Length 91mm; width 76mm; depth of flange
6mm. The form suggests use for simple tumbler lock of the
type used throughout the Roman period (Manning 1985, 93),
and operated using an L-shaped (lift) key.
2. Road metalling layer 345; Period 2. Linch-pin, Manning
form 2b. Length 172mm; width at head 50mm. Its function
was to secure the wheel to its axle. Manning's (1985) class 2b
linch-pins, defined as 'spatulate headed, with turned-over
loop formed from the metal of the head', are the most
commonly occurring type from Roman Britain. The class
appears to be in use from the late 1st century AD as indicated
from finds at New stead (Curie 1911, 293) and probably
continues until the end of the Roman period.
3. Wall278. Period 3. ?toilet implement with leaf or 'comma'shaped blade. Length 51 mm; width 18mm. The x-ray shows a
leaf-shaped 'blade' with distinctive hooked lower edge. This
form of blade is seen with toilet/surgical instruments, most
often in copper alloy and forming one element of a doubleended implement. A spatula with a similar-shaped blade but
in copper alloy was recovered from a ?later 2nd-century AD
deposit in Cirencester (CE V, fig. 190, no. 29). Toilet
implements of a broader class continue in use throughout the
Roman period.

Copper-alloy object
4. Post-Roman deposit 229; Period 5. Trefoil-form strap
union. Cast, with coarse file marks over parts of surfaces.
Tapering grooves cut from the junction of each ring to the
centre in an effort to accentuate each element. Length 33mm;
internal diameter of rings 11.5mm. The trefoil form of this
object is comparable to those with military associations from
Cirencester (CE I, 108-9, fig. 35, no. 99) and Camerton,
Somerset (Jack son 1990, 34, no. 61 ). These published
examples, probably dating to the 1st century AD, are of
more elaborate form, the example from Cirencester cast with
a naturalistically styled horse's head projecting from the
centre. The Cirencester and Camerton examples are identified
as harness fittings, with that from Cirencester additionally
described as a martingale ring. The martingale in modern
usage comprises a 'Y'-shaped arrangement of straps joining
the bridle to the girth band, which functions to prevent the
raising of the horse's head. There are no indications of a
military usage for this object, although there is no reason to
doubt a harness-related function.

THE FORESTERS ARMS,
QUEEN STREET, 2003-4
by Derek Evans
Introduction
Between December 2003 and September 2004 CA
carried out excavation and watching brief at the former

Foresters Arms public house in Queen Street during the
redevelopment of the site for residential accommodation. The site lies on the extrapolated route of Ermin
Street and 1OOm north-west of the site of the Silchester
Gate (see Fig. 17, no. 8 and Fig. 20). As such the
excavation represents the most south-easterly archaeological recording of Ermin Street to date within the
Roman town.
The fieldwork took place in a series of discrete phases
as the project progressed. An initial evaluation of two
hand-dug trial pits located the level of surviving Roman
deposits within the development area (CA 2004). This
was followed by a watching brief during the mechanical
sinking of piled foundations and the excavation of
foundation trenches and service channels (Fig. 25). The
foundation trenches and service channels were mechanically excavated to the top of archaeologically significant
deposits. Hand-excavation of these deposits was then
undertaken by CA to the formation level required by the
development. The remains of Ermin Street were located
across the western part of the site. Excavation of the
street surfaces was difficult due to their highly
compacted nature, and much of this was undertaken
by pneumatic drill, making it difficult to identify discrete
surfaces. Away from Ermin Street modern intrusions
had removed almost all significant remains (at least to the
depth of the development formation level) except at the
southern end of the site. In the north-eastern corner of
the excavation a layer of sand and gravel, possibly
representing natural deposits, was exposed in a small
area at a height of 105.48m AOD.

Period 1: Ermin Street, associated ditches and an
adjacent structure
Ermin Street
The remains of Ermin Street comprised up to fifteen
layers of highly compact yellow(orange limestone
metalling within an exposed depth of approximately
1.2m (Fig. 22b ). These metalled layers represent
discrete episodes of resurfacing and repair, gradually
raising its surface level. The foundation layers of the
street lay below the required formation level and were
thus unexcavated. The earliest exposed surface was
located at c. 105.65m AOD. The only layer to produce
any dating evidence, layer 121, was at c. 105.95m AOD.
The street displayed a camber down to its associated
drainage ditches to the north-east (see below), which
became more pronounced as the metalling layers built
up. Metalling layer 048 comprised slightly larger
fragments of crushed limestone in a grey matrix, but
was still highly compact. The uppermost survlVmg
street surface was at 106.80m AOD.

Structure 1
Structure 1 lay in the south-eastern corner of the site
(Figs 22b and 26). Its north-east wall (029) constituted
the earliest visible part and was comprised of large
mortar-bonded limestone blocks, irregular in shape but
roughly faced on their western side (the eastern side was
not exposed). A series of nine compacted sand and ash
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layers which built up again st thi s wall (including la yers
022 and 025) represented the remnants of successive
internal Aoor levels. The original south-west wall of
Structure 1 had been replaced by wall 032 sometime after
the construction of the uppermost surviving surface,
la yer 022. Wall 032 was also composed of large and
irregular mortar-bonded limestone blocks, but was of a
somewhat more regular construction than wall 029 .
There is little evidence to indicate the function of
Structure 1, although its width of c. 2.25m is consistent

with the portico examined at Bingham Hall (see above).
The rough sand and ash Aoor surfaces may have been
bedding layers for Aagstones that were periodically lifted
and reset, or might have acted as simple Aoors, which
would suggest that this was not a high-status building.

The sid e d itches
Lying against the external face of wall 032 of Structure 1
was a substantial sandy deposit, 039, which was also
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recorded (as deposit 044) further to the west overlapping the earliest surfaces of Ermin Street. The exact
provenance of this deposit is uncertain, but it appears to
represent the final silting with material washed from
Ermin Street of a large side ditch. No edges of this ditch
were exposed . A single block of dressed limestone
present within deposit 039 probabl y derived from
Structure 1.
Two further side ditches were subsequently dug
throug h deposit 039/044. Ditch 1 lay immediate ly to
the north-east of Ermin Street and partly overlay its
earlier surfaces. The ditch was c. 2.3m wide, 0.44m
deep, and ran alongside the street throughout the site.
At the southern end of the site, the remains of Ditch 2
were recorded to the north-east of Ditch 1. Ditch 2 was
c. 1.8m wide, O.SSm deep, and contained the remains of
a narrow wal l (041 ) composed of irregular mortarbonded limestone blocks. This appeared to be a kerb
wall at the edge of the street which retained the southwestern side of Di tch 2, reducing its width to about
1.2m. Similar kerbs have been found elsewhere in
Cirencester, includin g Bingham Hall to the north (see
above) and within insula II where it may have also
served as a foundation for wooden steps to permit
access across the ditch (CE V, 183, fig . 129). Both
ditches were presumably cleaned on a regular basis,
with their fills representing the fin al build-up of road

silts before they fell out of use. No evidence was
recovered to date this process and no relationship
between Di tches 1 and 2 could be ascertained.

Other Roman deposits
A series of layers recorded in the easternmost section of
the site were associated with late 1st to 2nd-century AD
pottery sherds. Visible only in a small area between
episodes of post-medieval disturbance, interpretation is
impossible and no obvious relationship to any of the
features described above could be ascertained.

Dating evidence
Pottery from Period 1 amounts to 44 sherds, with small
groups recovered from road con structi o n deposits and a
series of make-up, levelling and dem o lition la ye rs. The small
size of the pottery grou ps render firm dating of deposits
impossible. Taken overa ll, the prominence of wh ite-s lipped
fla gon fabric (TF 9) an d Savernake ware (TF 6), including a
flat-rimmed bowl in deposit 083 (as CE 1, fi g . 56, nos 233 - 4)
are suggestive of later 1st o r 2nd-century AD dating. An
absence of Dorset Black-Burnished ware mal" also be
significant, encouraging a date before c. t\ D 150.
Erfllill Street. Po tter\" associated with th e surfacin gs of
Ermi n Street con sists of 21 sherds, in all lik elihood from a
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single vessel (?a beaker) in mica-dusted fabric TF 52,
recovered from layer 121. Mica-dusted wares are suggestive
of earlier Roman dating, being most prominent in Cirencester
in the period c. AD 75-160 (CE V, 320-30).
Structure 1. A single sherd of samian was associated with
Structure 1, from interior surface 025. This is identifiable as a
South Gaulish Drag. 27 cup and is almost certainly Flavian (c.
AD 70-100) in date.

Period 2: Post-Roman activity
A number of layers of limestone rubble sealed the
remains of the Period 1 structures and ditches, doubtless
derived from the demolition of Structure 1. It is possible
that the substantial limestone fragments recorded
within the fills of Ditches 1 and 2 were deliberately
deposited to firm up the softer ground of the infilled
ditches. The demolition occurred in at least two phases,
with the robber trench of Structure 1 wall 032 cutting
rubble layers 021 and 037/038, but being sealed by 015.
No evidence was retrieved to date these events.

Period 3: Post-medieval and modern
The majority of the site to the north-east of Ermin
Street was highly disturbed by post-medieval activity
associated with the construction of the Foresters Arms
in the mid 19th century. This had removed any further
evidence for Ditch 2 and Structure 1. The uppermost
metalled surfaces of Ermin Street had also been
removed to provide a level foundation layer for the
modern building, which in part was constructed
directly upon the Roman street.

OTHER MISCELLANEOUS
OBSERVATIONS
by Neil Holbrook
The locations of these observations are shown on
Fig. 19.

Street A (Ermin Street)
A.8 BINGHAM HALL. See above.
A.9 FORESTERS ARMS, QUEEN STREET. See
above.
A.lO ST MICHAEL'S FIELD 1999. Geophysical
survey in 1999 detected a linear band of resistance, c.
15m wide. For further details seep. 83.

Street B (Fosse Way)
B.4 AKEMAN COURT, LEWIS LANE. Excavation
of a test pit, 2.6 X 2.6m square, in 1999 revealed two
successive surfaces composed of limestone fragments
set in a gravel matrix, separated by a 0.25m thick layer
of silt. The surfaces cambered downwards to the northwest. Sealing the uppermost surface was a fragment of a
possible sandy mortar floor which might suggest that a
late Roman building encroached onto the metalled area.
The metalling revealed in the test pit lay c. Sm north-

west of the extrapolated edge of the Street B and so
these deposits are more likely to be part of an external
hardstanding which bordered the street (Havard 1999).
B.S 33 QUERNS LANE. Monitoring of groundworks
revealed the south-eastern edge of the street. It was
bounded by a ditch which had been recut on two
occasions. A wide early ditch had silted up and was
recut by a narrower and shallower V-shaped ditch filled
with humic silty clay. This ditch was in turn replaced by
a broad ditch containing sandy silt which was cut from
above the top of the surviving street level. A building
fronted onto the street within insula Ill (designated
Building III.3). The fill of the primary ditch accumulated against the outside face of a stone wall. Internal
deposits within the structure were heavily disturbed,
but included a sequence of four successive mortar and
limestone surfaces. A second wall which had been
reconstructed on one occasion lay 7.5m to the southeast of the first wall. A possible stone-lined well lay
within this room and 4th-century AD pottery was
recovered from one of the floor levels. A third parallel
wall lay 4m south-east of the second wall, beyond which
traces of external surfaces were located. A sondage
through these layers showed them to overlie 1m of
grey-brown silty clay above natural gravel. This is most
probably alluvium laid down in a pre-Roman river
course (see CE V, fig. 3). Demolition rubble overlying
the surfaces within the building yielded late 4th-century
AD artefacts (CA 2002)

Street C
C.6 COTSWOLD MILL. The location of Street C
separating insulae ll and Ill was identified near Cole's
Mill in 1911 by F.W. Taylor (CE V, 27, C.1; location
incorrectly marked on fig. 7 there but corrected on Fig.
19 of the present volume). Examination of Taylor's
notes (Corinium Museum archives 18/3/16) shows that
he recorded the position of the street, which he
erroneously believed to be part of the Fosse Way,
during the construction of a new pavement on both sides
of Watermoor Road in 1911 (see Fig. 42, no. 1). The
street was observed personally by Taylor in the northeastern pavement but only by workmen on the southwestern side and as such less weight can be attributed to
this sighting. The Roman surface observed by Taylor lay
0.46m below the level of the pavement. Archaeological
monitoring of a service trench immediately north-east of
Watermoor Road associated with redevelopment at
Cotswold Mill in 1998-9 now provides some new
information (p. 62). The trench (see Fig. 42, trench 10)
was excavated to a maximum depth of 1.8m, but
extensive post-medieval disturbance was apparent
throughout. However, over a small area measuring 2.2
X 1.3m at the base of the trench, a very hard compact
surface composed of fragments of flat and sub-angular
stones with some mortar was found. From such a limited
exposure it is not possible to be certain whether this was
part of Street C. Taylor's plan also shows a Roman well
to the south-west of the former waterworks (see Fig. 42,
no. 2), which combined with traces of Roman walls
discovered in another service trench in 1998-9, suggest
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that the Street C cannot have lain wholly to the northeast ofWatermoor Road as shown in CE V, fig. 7. More
plausibly the street lies largely under the modern
carriageway hereabouts, which also provides a
common alignment with Street I on the other side of
the Fosse Way. If this is correct the street does not align
precisely with the side ditch and frontage of the
buildings excavated at Price's Row 150m further
south-east (Fig. 19, C.2; CE V, 228). It is possible that
Street C was wider here, or else that a dog-leg lay at
the junction with Street F at the southern corner of
imula II.
Street D

D.7 FORMER ANGEL CINEMA, LEWIS LANE.
Geophysical survey, excavation and watching brief by
Oxford Archaeology between 2004 and 2006 revealed
further traces of the uppermost street surface. For
further details see p. 51.
Street E

E.3 23 VICTORIA ROAD. Evaluation revealed part
of the uppermost surface of Street E in the anticipated
location. It was sealed by dark brown silty clay
containing later 4th-century AD pottery. To the
south-west of the street thick deposits of demolition
rubble testify to the presence of structures on the
frontage of insula XIV (XV. Mortared walls and
surfaces were found (CAT 2000a).
Street G

G.2 52 CHESTER STREET. A test pit excavated as
part of a Time Team television programme in 1999
revealed the north-west side of the street (see Fig. 20,
1999 trench 2). Part of the flanking ditch was emptied,
and a sequence of earlier metalled surfaces was apparent
in the side of the cut. The upper fill of the ditch
comprised a sandy silt containing late 3rd or 4thcentury AD pottery. This fill was partly sealed by a
rough layer of compact limestone fragments, 0.12m
thick, probably the uppermost street surface spreading
over the infilled ditch. The surface was overlain by a
further layer of sandy silt beneath a deposit of limestone
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rubble (Hirst 2003). This trench now fixes the line of
Street G and shows that insula VI is about 170m long,
almost exactly the same size as insula I containing the
forum.
G.3 GRAMMAR SCHOOL FIELD. Probing and
rudimentary resistivity by Richard Reece in 1960-1 to
the north-west of his excavation area indicated that
Street G continued to the north-east of Street D for
some distance, although it seemed to fade out thereafter. This observation does not match the alignment
indicated by observation G.2, which suggests a dog-leg
or re-alignment immediately north-east of Street D.
Street I

I.6 3-7 ASHCROFT ROAD. Evaluation revealed the
street close to its extrapolated position separating insulae
XIX and XXa. The edges of both side ditches were
encountered showing that the street was approximately
11m wide in the late Roman period. The uppermost
street surface was composed of limestone fragments
(CA 2005).
Street L

L.6 52-4 ASHCROFT ROAD. A watching brief
revealed a metalled surface on the projected line of
the street on the north-west side of insula XXb. Two
walls and associated floor surfaces lay to the north-west
of the street within insula XXI/XXVIII (CAT 2000b ).
WOOLMARKET CAR PARK. Evaluation test pits
excavated by Oxford Archaeology failed to locate
Street L on its projected alignment defining the northwest side of insula XVII. Robbed masonry walls were
found (Oxford Archaeology 2006a).
Street K

WATERLOO CAR PARK. An evaluation test pit,
1.5m square, failed to locate Street K in its anticipated
location on the south-west side of insula XVI, instead
finding the robbed wall of a Roman building. The street
either lies in a different location to its projected
alignment or else did not extend as far as this to the
north-west of the Fosse \X! ay (Coleman 1998).

3. PUBLIC BUILDINGS

EXCAVATIONS ON THE SITE
OF THE FORUM
by Andrew Simmonds and Alex Smith
Introduction
Between September 2004 and September 2006 Oxford
Archaeology (OA) conducted a programme of archaeological mitigation during ground works associated with
the redevelopment of the former site of the Angel
Ci nema in Lewis Lane (NGR: SP 0263 0178) (see Fig.
17, no. 10 and Fig. 27). The site was located near the
centre of Cirencester and comprised a rectangular plot
measuring 116 X 37m encompassing an area of0.43 ha,
extending between Lewis Lane to the north-west and
The Avenue to the south-east. Prior to redevelopment
the front of the site was occup ied by the former cinema
building, which fronted onto Lewis Lane with car
parking to the rear. The site sloped gently downwards
toward the so uth-east, with an average current ground
level of110.5m AOD at the north-west end and 109.2m

AOD at the south-east. The site was situated within an
area categorised by the Ci rencester Urban Assessment
as of high archaeological sensitivity (D arvill and
Gerrard 1994, 167- 9), and its south-eastern half lay
within one of the thirty parcels of land that make up the
scheduled ancient monument of the Roman town
(G loucestershire 361 ). D ue to the archaeologically
sensitive nature of the area in which the site lay, a
programme of archaeological monitoring and recordin g was undertaken in accordance with conditions
attached to the planning consent (Ref No. CT3902fP)
and a condition of Scheduled Monument Consent
(D CMS ref. no. HSD 9/2/4831 ) for the development
provided by the Secretary of State.

Archaeological background
The earliest recorded activity in the vicinity was the
establi shment of a cavalry fort in c. AD 45- 50 a short
distance from the site, on the south side of The
Avenue (CE I, 60). Excavation on the plot adjacent to
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the south-west side of the present site has uncove red
evidence for civilian settlement associated with the fort
(ibid.; although cf. Holbrook 2008). The present site
encompassed the north-east range of the forum, the
adjacent inter-insulae street and the south-west frontage
of insula XIV / X V, where three wings of a large town
house had previously been excavated at 17 The A venue
(CE III , 249).
After the end of the Roman period, the site la y
outside the limits of the medieval town, forming part of
an extensive area of meadow known as the 'Lewes' or
'Leauses' until the mid 19th century, when Chester
H ouse was built on the northern part, fronting onto
Lewis Lane. The remainder became part of a landscaped
garden surrounding the house.

(trenches 2 and 6), and a sequence of surfaces including
a limestone slab floor associated with a town house in
insula XIV (trench 5) (CAT 1997). Subsequently OA
dug a series of 14 test pits, nos 1- 7 being part of
geotech nical in vestigation s and nos 8- 14 intended to
clarify specific issues regarding the depth, character and
preservation of archaeological deposits. A possible wal l
or robber trench was recorded in test pit 1 and
demolition rubble possibl y associated with the destruction of the forum in test pits 5 and 10, but the remainder
of the test pits were not deep enough to reach Roman
levels and only post-Roman soil la yers and modern
deposits were encountered (Oxford Archaeology
2002a; 2002b; 2002c).

Excavation methodology
E valuation results
The initial evaluation, carried out by CAT in 1997,
comprised six small trenches (Fig. 28). This investigation uncovered a mosaic floor within the north-west
range of the forum previously discovered in 1937
(trench 1), part of the north-east range of the forum
including the outer wall and an adjacent grave l surface
(trenches 3 and 4), the surface of the inter-insulae street

Following demolition of the superstructure of the
fo rmer cinema, the remaining wall bases were removed
by hand down to the formation level of the development.
The basement of Chester H ouse survived beneath the
former cinema building, and the backfill of this was
removed, along with its internal walls. The outer walls,
likely to be retaining archaeological deposits, and the
basement floor were left in situ and the ea vity was
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and the archaeological horizon, thus preserving the
archaeological deposits in situ, but in the event the
archaeological horizon was encountered at a depth of
as little as 0.16m below ground level - higher than had
been predicted from the information from trench 6 of
the CAT evaluation, and above the proposed formation leve l. As a consequence, the excavation of the
post-Roman soil layers resulted in the exposure of an
area of in situ archaeological deposits measuring c. 28 x
14m (Fig. 29). Trench 6 was consequently re-excavated
and re-recorded to clarify the position of the
archaeological horizon. As the archaeologica l horizon
was higher than expected, it was decided to avoid
di sturbing in situ archaeological deposits by la ying new
services and storm drains in this part of the si te withi n
pre-existing service and drain trenches . Foundation

backfilled with crushed concrete and consolidated.
These works were subject to archaeological supervision
and monitoring but no significant remains were
observed.
Ground reduction was carried out across the site,
comprising the removal of modern overburden by a
mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless bucket
down to formation level or to the top of post-Roman
soil layers, whichever was encountered first. At the
north-east end of the site soil layers were encountered
at formation level, but at the south-east end these
2
la yers were exposed across an area of c. 275 m at a
higher level, and had to be excavated to formation
level by hand. It was intended that a layer of
undisturbed post-Roman soi l would be left as a
buffer between the formation level of the development
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trenches were also dug to accommodate a new
boundary wall on The Avenue frontage and along
the south-eastern end of the boundary with the
adjacent property to the north-east, and new service
trenches were excavated across The Avenue. Archaeological remains were also exposed during the reexcavation of two existing service trenches along the
Lewis Lane frontage of the site, and a small area of
Roman street surface was exposed during ground
reduction to the east of the footprint of the former
cinema (Fig . 28).
All archaeolog ical deposits exposed during the
works were drawn in plan and recorded in accordance
w ith standard OA practice (Wi lkinson 1992), and the
sections of the reopened service trenches were recorded
prior to the new services being inserted into them. All
spoil from the hand excavation of the post-Roman soil
layers was scanned with a metal detector to enhance
artefact recovery. No intrusive excavation of archaeolog ical features was carried out.

The archaeological sequence

Deposits exposed at the south-east end of the site
Mains mver connection trench
The deepest stratigraphic sequence recorded during
the investigation was located in a manhole and
associated serv ice trench excavated in The A venue
for a mains sewer connecti on (Figs 30- 31). The earliest
deposits encountered here were a gra vel and mortar
surface 0.06m thick (1131 ) set on a bedding la yer of
g ravell y cla y (1130; n.i. ) at the base of the manhole at
106.9m AOD , 2.2m below the current g round level. A
sequence of thin layers of dark silty clay (1156- 9)
recorded in the southern part of the manho le appear to
represent a build-up of occupation material associated
with the surface. These layers were overlain by up to
1m of levelling deposits consisting of mixed gravel
with bands of limestone rubble and lenses of cla y and
mo rtar (1137), with an upper layer of sand y cla y

Composite section of the south-west face of the manhole and trench
Sections 1505 and 1509
Shoring

Modern road surface

The north-west face of the manhole
Section 1506
NE

\

SW

Modern road surface

108.05 mOD

7\

2m

0

1:50

1137

1159
1158

Fig. 31 Angel Cinema. Sections of the mains sewer connection trench. a. The north-east face of the trench and
manhole. b. The south-west face of the manhole
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small trench excavated 1.5m south -west of the main s
sewer connection. A layer of limestone cobbles (1128)
was exposed in plan between the two wa ll s, and may be
a deliberately con structed surface associated with one
or both of these walls.
A block of limestone measuri ng at least 0.83 X 0. 54m
(1099) partl y exposed a short distance north-west of
wall 1126 may also represent the remains of a wal l,
although it was not certain whether the stone was in sit11
as it was partly obscured by the overlying post-Roman
soil la yer (1046) and by modern walls (1051 , 1075,
1098).
All archaeological remain s reco rded in th e main s
sewe r connection trench were sea led by post-Roman
soil laye rs 1135/1136, which were 0.2m thick where
overl ying walls 1126 and 1129 and the p ossible surface
1128, but increased in thickness to as much as 0.65m to
the so uth-east of wall1129, where they overlay possible
surface 1160 (n.i. ) and the associated leve ll ing laye rs. i\
substantial post-medieval pit (1142) was recorded
cutting thro ugh the soi l layers and truncating much
of the strati graphic sequence on the so uth side of the
manho le, and was itself sealed by deposits associa ted
with successive surfaces of The A venue (1153- 4, 1119,
1139, 1155).

Mains 1vater connection trench

Fig. 32 A ngel Cinema. Wall1126 seen from the northwest, showing the opening and the ad jacent rebate.
Wall 1129 can be seen in the back gro und (scale 0.3m)

(1138). i\ thin band of compacted and possibly
scorched, reddish brown cl ay (1160; n.i. ) seen in the
so uthern and western fa ces of the manh ole at 107.9m
AOD ma y have been the remnant of a surface
overl ying the levell ing laye rs.
Two walls situated on parallel NE- SW orientations
were recorded in the service trench associa ted wi th the
manhole (1126, 1129; Fig. 32) . Wall 1126 was O.Sm
wide, con structed from limestone blocks bonded with
grave lly brownish orange mo rtar, and was exposed to a
height of two courses of stonework, or c. 0.25m . There
was a step c. 0.2m high in the profile of the wall, the
inner face of which was lined with a li g ht pinkish g re y
mortar o r plaster, and which is lik ely to be one side of
an opening, perhaps for a door or window. i\n
irregularl y shaped rebate in the wa ll ad jacent to this
step may have been associated with the opening, but
could equally represent damage caused during the
demolition of th e basilica. Located O.SSm to the southeast was a more substa ntial wall (1129), which measured
0.9m wide and comprised a core of limestone and
mortar with dressed stones forming both faces. The
north-west face of thi s wall (111 8) was also exposed in a

A wall was reco rded extending on a parallel NE- SW
orientation to 1126 and 1129, c. 6m further south-east
than 1129, in a mains water connection trench that ran
parallel to the main s sewer connecti on trench. The wall
comprised masonry constructed from faced limestone
blocks bonded with a lime morta r (1165), with the edge
of a single large slab of limestone c. 0.7 m wide and at
least 0.30 m high (1164) exposed at the south-west edge
of the trench (Fig. 33). The latter may be part of an
architectural element such as a pi ll ar or column base,
arch o r doorframe. A deposit of demo lition rubbl e
(116 7) butted the north si des of both 1164 and 1165, an d
was overlain by the post-Roman soi l laye r (1135), which
was the only deposit exposed in the rest of the trench .

Fig. 33 Angel Cinema . Impost 1164 exposed in the
south-west face of the mains water connection trench
(scale 2m)
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Other deposits related to the Jomm fbasi/ica
Part of a wall (1141 ) lying on a N\'\1- SE orientation was
exposed during the digging of a foundation trench for a
new boundary wal l along The A venue frontage of the
site (Fig. 30). The wall measured 1.0m in width and is
likel y to be part of the north-east range of the forum.
Two areas of limestone rubble and mortar (1076, 1077),
interpreted as demolition material associated with the
destruction of the forum, were exposed in a reopened

service trench running along the south-western edge of
the area where archaeo logical deposits were exposed.

The inter-insu lae street and other deposits exposed during
ground reduction
The inter-insulae street was exposed b~· ground
reduction near the north-eastern end of The Avenue
frontage, where it was recorded as being c. 4m wide
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Angel Cinema. Pl an of the inter-insulae street and associated features
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Fig. 35

Angel Cinema. Section throug h the inter-insulae street at the south-east end of the site

Fig. 36 Angel Cinema. The rutted surface of the interinsulae street exposed at the south-eastern end of the
excavation (scale 2m)

(Figs 34- 36). Groundworks disturbed the agger to a
depth of 0.25m, exposing a small area of compact
limestone cobbling (1082) that is likel y to have been a
surface (Fig. 35), stained to a mottled orange colour by
the effects of iron panning. This surface was sealed by a
make-up layer of sand and gravel c. 0.2m thick (1083),
on which was bedded the upper, final surface of the
street (1031 f1043f1085; Fig. 34), constructed from
limestone cobbles up to 0.15m across. Pottery dating
from the 4th century AD was recovered from this final
surface. The surface was considerably rutted (Fig. 36),
although there was some evidence for repairs in the
form of a patch of limestone cobbles that may have been
filling a pothole (1033), and at least one rut had been
deliberate ly in-fi ll ed w ith a yellow sandy mortar (1034).
However, most of the ruts were filled by a natural
accumulation of brown clay silt (1088, 1090, 1092).
Layers of si lty sand (1081; n.i., 1084, 1086) were
recorded on either side of the agger, most likely
representing a build-up of material washed off the street
surface, but without further excavation it was not
possible to establish whether they la y within street-side

ditches or whether they were la yers accumulating
against the slope of the camber. These la yers and the
street surface were sealed by a thin accumulation of grey
silty clay (1093) that increased in thickness to 0.36m to
the north-east of the street.
CAT evaluation trench 6, which was situated a short
distance to the south-west of the exposed street surface,
was re-excavated and extended a short distance to the
south west, and the section thus exposed was recorded
(Fig. 37). A layer of hard, reddish brown sand y gravel
(1078) was encountered at the base of the north-eastern
end of there-excavated trench 6, but onl y a small area of
this deposit was exposed and it was uncertain whether it
was the natural gravel or a metalled surface. The
remainder of the stratig raphic sequence recorded in this
trench comprised deposits (1m deep) of silty sand with
varying, though not substantial, proportions of gravel
(1000- 4, 1008- 1010, 1012- 1014, 1023- 4, 1027- 8). As
these layers were onl y seen in section, and had been
partly dug away during the evaluation, it was not
possible to establish their form or extent, and no
artefactual material was recovered from them save a few
sherds of pottery and small pieces of animal bone from
layers 1023 and 1027. They had also been substantially
disturbed by the digging of pits during the 19th- 20th
centuries (1005, 1017), and cannot easil y be understood,
although they clearl y represent a build-up of material
during the Roman period, the pottery from the
uppermost deposits (1023, 1027) dating from no earlier
than the mid 3rd century AD. The areas of cobbles at
the north-east edge of the trench (1011, 1015) may
represent the edge of the adjacent inter-insulae street, or
may have been material di splaced from the agger.

Robber trench 1168
An L-shaped feature (1168) interpreted as part of a
robber trench was recorded during excavation of the
foundation for a new boundary wall along the northeastern edge of the site (Fig. 34). The trench cut the
post-Roman soil layer (1170; n.i. ) and was exposed
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Fig. 37

Angel Cinema. Section of re-excavated CAT trench 6

within the foundation trench for a length of 1.75m SWNE, turning a right-angle to extend at least 0.95m
towards the south-east. It is likely to have continued
further towards the south-east, but was masked by
modern garden soil (1171; n.i.).lt measured 0.50m wide
and at least 0.50m deep, and was filled by a deposit of
limestone rubble and mortar (1169) from which a piece
of painted wall plaster (sf 3262) was recovered.

Modern pits
At the south-east end of the site (Fig. 34) the postRoman soil layer was cut by a number of pits containing
material dating from the 19th-20th centuries, which
also penetrated into the in situ archaeological layers. Pits
1005, 1017 and 1019 were exposed in section in the reexcavated CAT evaluation trench and were 0.50-0.85m
deep, but the depth to which the other pits may have
disturbed archaeological deposits is unknown as they
were only recorded in plan.

Remains exposed in service trenches at the north-west
end of the site
At the north-west end of the site archaeological
deposits were exposed in two service trenches that
were reopened for the insertion of new service
connections (Fig. 38). A substantial wall and two

areas of metalling were exposed in plan at the base of
the western trench, which extended into Lewis Lane.
The wall (1113), probably the outer wall of the northwest range of the forum, was aligned NE-SW and
measured 1.6m in width. It was constructed from
roughly hewn limestone pieces up to 0.3m across and
was neatly faced on at least its south-east side, and had
been reused during the 19th century as a footing for the
boundary wall of Chester House. The two areas of
metalled surface (1114, 1115) were exposed in separate
parts of the trench, and it was not possible to establish
conclusively whether these were part of the same
surface due to an intervening area of unexcavated
ground, although both areas were to the north-west of
wall 1113. The stratigraphic relationship between the
wall and the metalled surfaces could not be established
as this was masked by the lower part of the post-Roman
soil layer. A layer of demolition rubble (1116) 0.25m
thick overlay gravel surface 1115 and wall 1113.
The eastern trench was not re-excavated to the full
depth of the original trench, but archaeological deposits
including the south-western edge of the inter-insulae
street were exposed in section (Fig. 39). The trench
was c. 2.50m deep, excavated to 107.87m AOD, at
which level a layer of silty sand (1108), likely to be part
of the agger of the street, was exposed in the base of the
trench. Above this, the lower half of the face of
the trench was not exposed, and only the upper part of
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the agger could be recorded. This consisted of two
layers of sandy make-up (1106, 1107), the lower
containing a high proportion of limestone, and the
final surface of the street (1105), which consisted of a
layer of compacted limestone cobbles 0.15m thick.
Material washed off the street surface subsequently
built up against the edge of the camber, forming a layer
of silty sand at least 0.35m thick (1104), partly overlain
by a deposit of calcareous sand c. 0.85m wide (1111)
that may represent the repair of a rut or pothole (1112)
at the edge of the street. Both the repair and the layer of
street wash were overlain by a metalled surface formed
by a layer of gravelly sand 0.10m thick (111 0) with
limestone gravel set into its upper surface (1109),
extending westward for at least 2m from the edge of the
street surface and continuing beyond the edge of the
trench.
The surface of the inter-insulae street was also
exposed near the eastern edge of the site, where an
approximately triangular area of compact gravel (1 069)
measuring 2.3 X 1.6m was uncovered, directly underlying the post-Roman soil layer (Fig. 38).

The finds
Pottery by Edward Biddulph
A total of195 sherds ofpottery, weighing 3157g, was
recovered from the site. Of this, some 1650g, or 52% by
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weight, belonged to the Roman period. The remainder
was largely post-medieval - probably 19th-century or
later - with a smaller proportion of medieval pottery
also represented. The Roman-period pottery was
largely residual in post-medieval deposits and with
this in mind the assemblage was quantified only to a
basic level.

Assemblage composition
Sixteen Roman fabrics were identified in total (Tables
1-2). Continental wares were represented by amphorae
and samian. Sherds of the former were exclusively
south Spanish (Baetican) (All) and are likely to have
belonged to the late Roman olive oil form Dressel 23,
arriving after AD 250. Samian reached the site during
the later 1st century AD from La Graufesenque (S20),
and in the 2nd century AD from Lezoux (S30). Forms
recognised in the latter included a Drag. 33 cup and
possibly a Drag. 15/31 bowl. A base sherd, probably
from a Drag. 18/31 dish, was also recorded.
Most British finewares came from Oxford sources
(Young 1977). The red colour-coated ware (F51) was
recorded as undiagnostic body sherds, and North
Wiltshire colour-coated ware (F67) was recorded to a
lesser extent. The Oxford industry was also the source
of the mortaria present in the assemblage. These
included a white-slipped oxidised ware mortarium
(M31 ), and wall-sided (Young C97) and bead-and-
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Fig. 39 Angel Cinema. Section through the inter-insulae street exposed in the face of the re-excavated service
trench at the north-western end of the excavation

Table 1: Pottery fabrics represented at the Angel Cinema
National Roman Fabric Reference Codes in parentheses after description (Tomber and Dore 1998)

Ware

Description

All
BlO
B30
Cll
FSl
F67
M31
M41
030
Q22
RlO
R20
R30
R85
S20
S30
Z20
Z30

South Spanish amphora fabric (BAT AM 2)
General handmade black-burnished wares
General wheel-made imitation black-burnished wares
Late Roman shelly ware (HARSH)
Oxford red colour-coated ware (OXF RS)
North Wiltshire redfbrown colour-coated ware
Oxford white-slipped ware mortaria (OXF WS)
Oxford red colour-coated ware mortaria (OXF RS)
Wiltshire oxidised wares
South-west white-slipped ware (SOW WS)
General fine grey wares
General coarse sandy grey wares
General medium sandy grey wares
Medium sandy grey wares with abundant mica
South Gaulish samian ware (LGF SA)
Central Gaulish samian ware (LEZ SA 2)
Medieval wares
Post-medieval wares

Total

Sherds

Weight (g)

3
19
1
2
9
4
1
6

47
5
3
4
17
68

423
190
18
19
112
19
13
72
7
24
18
18
620
40
6
52
158
1348

195

3157

2
2
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Table 2: Summary of vessel forms by ware at the Angel Cinema. Quantification by vessel count based on rims
B10

Flagon
Jar
Narrow-necked jar
Oval-bodied necked jar
'Cooking-pot' jar
Conical cup
Carinated bowl
Straight-sided dish
Curving-sided dish
Mortarium
Wall-sided mortarium
Bead-and-flanged mortarium

Total

B30

C11

M41

030

R30

RSS

S30

Total
1

4

4

4

1
3

2

8
1
1
3
1
2
2

2
2

4

1

1

flanged mortaria (Young Cl 00) in red colour-coated
ware (M41); the latter was among the latest of Oxford
products, dating to the 4th century AD.
A small amount of white-slipped oxidised ware was
present, and included sherds from south-east Gloucestershire or north Wiltshire (Q22), possibly from the
Wanborough area (Tomber and Dore 1998, 192).
Wiltshire potters are likely to have been responsible
for the unslipped oxidised ware (030) also present. A
similar origin can be given to the reduced coarse wares
(R10, R20 and R30), though a small amount may have
arrived from Gloucestershire or the Oxford region.
No fine or coarse grey ware vessels were recognised,
but forms in medium sandy grey wares comprised jars,
including cooking-pot type jars and oval-bodied
necked jars, and plain-rimmed (curving-sided) and
bead-and-flanged (straight-sided) dishes. These forms
date from the 2nd century AD onwards, with the beadand-flanged dish characteristic of the period after AD
250. A very micaceous sandy grey ware (R85) was
present to a lesser extent. The abundant mica gives the
ware a south-western Britain source (P. Booth, pers.
comm.), and the form recorded, a cooking-pot type
jar, places its use from the mid 2nd century AD.
Handmade Black-Burnished wares (B 10) was second
only to fabric R30 in quantity and arrived from Dorset
or possibly from south-west Britain after c. AD 125.
Cooking-pot type jars were recorded. These were
complemented by locally made wheel-thrown imitation
Black-Burnished wares (B30); a bead-and-flanged dish
was recorded. A shelly ware (C11) oval-bodied, necked
jar (cf. Going 1987, type G27) and a bead-and-flanged
dish identified from a body sherd arrived from the
Harrold kilns in Bedfordshire during the 4th century.
A small amount of medieval wares was recovered,
including one sherd of a sandy ware complete with
tooling marks on its external surface and probably of
late Sax on date (]. Cotter, pers. comm. ).

5

1

12

1

2

27

had an average sherd weight of 1Sg (11g excluding
amphorae) and included some large, relatively unabraded, pieces. Based on these factors, the possibility that
post-medieval activity disturbed the latest Roman
deposits and that the Roman pottery had been redeposited to some degree is a strong one.

Coins by Paul Booth
Some 193 Roman coins and coin fragments were
recovered during the fieldwork. This material is
overwhelmingly of 4th-century AD date, with very
late coins well represented. The fragments, however
(some of which are very small), include pieces which are
not closely dated and one or two which may not be
Roman.
The coins are generally in good condition in terms of
surface encrustation and corrosion, but many are very
small and worn. They were initially scanned rapidly and
then re-examined after selected pieces had been cleaned.
Detailed identification has not been possible in all cases,
particularly because of the issues of size and wear
already mentioned. In most cases the mintmark, the key
to identification of 4th century AD coinage, either did
not survive or the flan was so small that it never
accommodated the mintmark in the first place.

Context
The coins were recovered from an area at the south-east
end of the site. This was excavated in spits, usually
down to the top of surviving archaeological deposits, as
described above. The area concerned overlay parts of
the north-eastern end of the basilica and of the adjacent
north-west to south-east road to the east. The coins
therefore include material derived from the very latest
part of the Roman sequence on the forum site.
Consequently the collection exhibits a number of
distinct chronological biases (see further below).

Chronology
The assemblage spans the entire Roman period,
although the early Roman material is negligible, and
there is a strong late Roman emphasis, with some pieces
likely to have been used well into the 4th century AD. It

The assemblage
The assemblage is summarised in terms of chronological units in Table 3. These are defined with varying
degrees of precision. No 'pre-radiate' (mid-late 3rd
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Table 3: Chronological breakdown of the coin
assemblage at the Angel Cinema
Approximate
date range (AD)
250(260-295

330-335
335-341
330-341
341-348
330-350
348-353
350-365
330-365
364-378
378-388
388-402
350+
320+ f4C
250-400
uncertain
Total

Certain

Probable

8
26
22
3
5

2

3
32
1

Possible

5

2
16
1

2

Total

10
27
27
3
7
2
3
50
2
9

9

21
1
10
1
5

5

149

39

28
2
16

6

5
5

193

century AD) coins were identified. Later 3rd-century
AD pieces formed only a small part of the assemblage
(10 coins), with a single further coin which might have
been of this period or later (assigned to a date range of
AD 250-400). The 3rd-century AD material included
two CONSECRA TIO issues of Claudius Il (c. AD 270)
and a probable coin of Tetricus I (AD 270-3); none of
the other coins of this date was assigned to a specific
emperor and most were probably irregular issues,
including the coin of Tetricus and perhaps one of the
CONSECRA TIO pieces. Early 4th-century AD coinage was absent: only two coins, both fragmentary and
worn, could possibly have dated to the period before
AD 330.
The great majority of the coins were therefore of the
period from AD 330 onwards. The Constantinian peak
was well represented, by issues of URBS ROMA,
CONSTANTINOPOLIS and GLORIA EXERCITUS (2 standards) in the period AD 330-5 and
almost exclusively by GLORIA EXERCITUS (1
standard) issues in the period 335-41. The 330-5
group included a 'mule' (SF3200) with an obverse of
URBS ROMA and a reverse of GLORIA EXERCITUS (2 standards). Otherwise, only two irregular issues
of this period were definitely identified, but this is
almost certainly an underestimate. There were few later
Constantinian issues, and only two regular coins of the
period AD 348-53, including one of Decentius.
Irregular issues of this and the subsequent period
(together broadly c. 350-65) were particularly common,
however. Thirty-five coins were assigned to this period
with varying degrees of confidence, and further coins of
this period may be included in the categories dated 'AD
350 +' (2 coins) and '4th century' (16 coins). The
former group is assigned to this date range largely on
the basis of size, and these coins are likely to have been
of one of two periods, 350-65 or 388-402, when coins
of small module were particularly common. Coins
dated 350-65, where identifiable, were mostly copies of

the FEL TEMP REPARA TIO Fallen Horseman type,
but included four or five pieces which appeared to
imitate the VICTORIAE DD NN AUG ET CAE(S)
(two victories holding shield) type of Magnentius and
Decentius. Three coins (SF3001, 3067 and 3202) were
clearly of this type, while the identification was much
less certain in the case of SF3068 and 3209.
A relative absence of issues of the House of
Valentinian (mainly AD 364-78) is notable and not
readily explained: only nine coins were so dated, of
GLORIA ROMANORUM, GLORIA NOVI SAECULI and SECURITAS REIPUBLICAE types (4, 3
and 2 examples respectively). A single coin of Magnus
Maximus (a SPES ROMANORUM issue of c. 387-8)
was identified. Thereafter the final period of significant
coin loss in Roman Britain (AD 388-402) was well
represented, with 28 coins, but as with the period AD
350-65 the degree of confidence in identification was
variable. These coins are typically small and poorly
struck. In many cases, therefore, although coins could
be assigned to the general period on the basis of the
victory reverse types, further precision of identification
was not possible (cf. CE V, 293).
Some 44 4th-century AD coins were assigned to mints
with varying degrees of confidence. The list of these
contains no surprises and is dominated by Trier (22)
followed by Lyons (10) and Aries (8), with a single issue
of Amiens, 2 of Aquileia and one possibly of Rome.

Discussion
The assemblage forms a useful addition to recently
reported material from Cirencester (CE V, 247-93)
providing in particular some insight into the character
of the latest deposits in the area of the forum. The use of
a metal detector to assist recovery means that the
present assemblage should be reasonably representative
of the material present in these deposits, although it
does not clarify the issue of which coins were in
circulation at the end of the Roman period and which
occurred in these deposits only as residual material. In
view of the nature of the excavation the strong
emphasis on the very latest coins, of the period AD
388-402, and the complete absence of coins earlier than
the second half of the 3rd century AD is unsurprising.
However the apparent emphasis on the latest coins is
put in perspective by comparison with the latest
components of the assemblage from nearby St
Michael's Field (insula VI), noted as producing a very
substantial proportion of all the coins of this period
from Cirencester (ibid., 264, 268, 280-1).
The comparison (Table 4) shows that at the Cinema
site the proportion of early and mid 4th-century AD
coins is significantly higher than at St Michael's Field,
despite work being confined to post-Roman levels. At
the latter site, however, all periods from the House of
Valentinian onwards are better represented, and
Theodosian coins are three times as prevalent as at
the Cinema. While activity involving coin loss at the
end of the 4th century AD and beyond was clearly
significant at the Cinema site, it was not on the same
scale as that seen nearby in insula VI. The Cinema coins
came from an area of c. 275m 2 at the south-east end of
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Table 4: Comparison of mid to late 4th-century AD
groups at the Angel Cinema with St Michael's Field
St Michael's
Field

Cinema
Approximate
date range (AD)

330-348
348-365
364-378
378-388
388-402
Total

No.

%

No.

%

76
55
9

45.0
32.5
5.3
0.6
16.6

138
113
54
8
315

22.0
18.0
8.6
1.3
50.2

1

28
169

628

the site, giving an incidence of arproximately one
House of Theodosius coin per 10 m . This figure is in
fact closely comparable to that inferred on the basis of
the material noted from the late demolition deposits
within the corridor of the insula VI courtyard building
south of the forum (CE V, 134-5), but the significance
of this, if any, is uncertain; as the 'dark earth' deposits,
referred to in relation to the coins, were not discussed in
the narrative of that excavation.
In relation to the duration of the final Roman phase at
the Cinema site, it may be noted that 19 of the 28 coins
of the period AD 388-402 were recorded as very worn
or extremely worn. Allowing for some caution in
assessing these data, they still suggest a relatively
extended period of use after their date of minting and
therefore imply activity in the forum area at least into
the early decades of the 5th century AD, assuming that
the soils in which the coins were found formed in situ
rather than being imported from elsewhere in the town.

Metal finds by Ian Scott
There are 77 metal objects from the site, excluding
coins. These comprise 52 copper-alloy finds, 13 lead and
12 iron. The majority of the metal finds come from
post-Roman soil layers, the only items from stratified
contexts being two iron nails recovered from make-up
layers for the inter-insulae street (1083 and 1106).
The copper-alloy finds were the most numerous, but
all the dateable objects, with the exception of two
fragments of Romano-British armlets (see below), were
post-medieval in date. The lead objects comprise five
medieval or post-medieval seals, four possible tokens or
weights, three pieces of melted lead waste and a
fragment of window leading. The iron finds comprise
nine nails and three hobnails.

Copper-alloy armlets (Fig. 40)
1. Armlet fragment of thin D-section decorated with close-set
transverse grooves. The fragment tapers to a narrow terminal
apparently in the form of a head, possibly that of a snake. L
42mm. 1068, SF 3245.
2. Armlet fragment from a narrow band, decorated with
crenellations with teeth between. Both terminals of the band
are missing. L 40mm. 1068, SF 3270.

Discussion
There are several examples of armlets ofD-section with
transverse grooves from Colchester (Crummy 1983, 40,
fig. 42, nos 1676, 1683 and 1684). One example from
Butt Road (no. 1676) has a D cross-section and
continuous transverse grooving, while the other
examples from Balkerne Lane (nos 1683-1684) are of
D cross-section with discontinuous blocks of transverse

sf 3270

sf 3245

0

50 mm

----~==~--~==~---1:1
Fig. 40

Angel Cinema. Copper-alloy armlets (scale 1:1)
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grooving. The terminals on the Colchester examples
lack the zoomorphic head terminal of the Cirencester
example. Two of the Colchester armlets are from 4thcentury AD or later contexts, and the third is
unstratified. A similar, though not precisely similar,
example of an armlet with transverse grooves and
terminals identified as snakes' heads comes from
Cirencester (Cool 1979, 168 and fig. 2B). It is a
reasonable assumption that the head on the armlet
under discussion was that of a snake. Snakes in the
ancient world did not have the negative associations
which tend to be applied in the modern world, but were
associated with the paterfamilias and the household
gods, the Lares, and had positive associations. They
were also a symbol of death and rebirth. Snake jewellery
and the associations of snakes are discussed more fully
in Cool 2001.
Crenellated armlets like sf 3270 are quite common
from late Roman contexts. Examples can be cited from
Uley (Woodward and Leach 1993, 164-66, fig. 128, nos
1-2, 8 and 16) from late 4th-century AD or later
contexts. An example from Colchester was found in a
4th- to 5th-century AD context in the Butt Road
excavations (Crummy 1983, 40, fig. 43, no. 1659).

Worked stone by Ruth Shaffrey
Little worked stone was recovered. A single whetstone
of Old Red Sandstone was recovered from postmedieval pit 1005. It utilised what was probably a
floor stone but which was unworked. Of more interest
are five almost certainly Roman tesserae recovered from
post-Roman soil layers 1046 and 1068. All five are
roughly square or rectangular in plan and two have a
single smoothed surface. All are made from the same
hard limestone.

Building material by Cynthia Poole
Ceramic, stone and miscellaneous building materials
were recovered amounting to 86 fragments weighing
9694g. Sixty-three pieces (5815g) were of fabrics used
during the Roman period (Table 5) and the remainder
was of modern origin. The Roman material was
recovered almost exclusively from the post-Roman
soil layer and from post-Roman features, and no
complete objects were recovered.

Roofing materials
Roofing materials included both ceramic tile and roof
stone, indicating that a variety of roofing materials were
in use. Only one tegula flange survived complete, whilst
others appeared to be deliberately removed, presumably to enable reuse in walls or floors. Imbrices
exhibited no unusual characteristics, though one
appeared rather thicker and may have been a piece of
ridge tile. Some of the plain tile is likely to derive from
tegulae.
Stone roofing material was equally sparse, only two
fragments of pennant sandstone and limestone slabs
being found, and as these were not from secure Roman
contexts their date is uncertain. Only the limestone slab
retained evidence of shaping with a trimmed curving
edge.

Other building materials
Three fragments of box flue tile were found, all of
which had evidence of combing, in straight bands 3545mm wide using combs of eight and nine teeth. On
one with two diagonal bands forming an X, one of the
spaces had been filled with a tightly curved horseshoeshaped band of combing. One small fragment of cream
sandy plaster (type M1) with a dark red painted surface
was recovered from the backfill of robber trench 1168
and a fragment of mortar (type M3) characterised by its
tile grit component was probably used in floor
construction or wall render, but was recovered from
the fill of a modern service trench.

Discussion
The assemblage is typical of what might be expected
from a Roman site in Cirencester, consisting primarily
of roofing and walling. The different roofing materials
may reflect alterations over time, variety for decorative
effect or different roofing materials utilised in different
buildings. The painted wall plaster recovered from the
robber trench in insula XIV /XV indicates that the
feature represents the remains of a building of some
status. The presence of box flues indicates the presence
of a heating system, but as this material was not
recovered in situ it is not possible to establish whether it
was associated with the forum/basilica complex or with
a building in the adjacent insula. There is evidence that

Table 5: Quantification of Roman building material at the Angel Cinema by form
Form
Roof stone
Tegula
lmbrex
Box flue
Brick
Plain tile
Unidentified
Mortar
Plaster

Total

No.

Weight (g)

Thickness (mm)

2
4

800
1485
339
873
600
1498
153
60

13-18
20-24
14-21
15-20
> 40-> 50
18-38

19
3

3
11
19

7
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5815

Comments
Pennant sandstone, limestone
may include a ridge tile

surface painted red
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Fig. 41 Plan of the structures recorded during the watching brief at the Angel Cinema in relation to the forum /
basilica complex

some of the building materials were reused, indicati ve
of alterations to o r rebuilding of structures in the area.
D iscu ssi o n

The programme of archaeological miti gation recorded
walls that formed parts of the forum / basilica complex,
as well as part of the surface of the adjacent inter-insulae

street and associated deposits and a robber trench
associated with a building in the adjacent imula XIV
(Fig. 41 ). D ue to the nature of the fieldwork, which was
intended to minimise disturbance to archaeolog ical
deposits, most of these remains were only recorded in
plan, or in section in the case of layers exposed in the
sides of service trenches, and consequentl y only
features dating from the latest phases of Roman
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occupation were exposed. In the case of the walls of the
forum(basilica complex, this means that generally only
the upper surface of the masonry was seen. Previous
excavations have demonstrated that walls within the
complex can survive to a considerable height (CE V,
fig. 67) and it is likely that the masonry recorded at the
Cinema site was upstanding parts of the walls, which
projected into the overlying post-Roman soil layers. As
only the tops of the walls were exposed it was not
possible to identify different phases of construction of
the complex, or to establish the relative chronology of
those walls that were recorded. No intrusive excavation
of archaeological deposits took place, and consequently
only a very small artefactual assemblage was recovered,
most of which came from the post-Roman soil layers.
These layers contained a mixture of Roman and modern
artefacts and may be 'dark earth' layers that have been
reworked as garden soils since the development of the
area during the 19th century. As no evidence was
uncovered for large-scale landscaping, it is assumed
that modern cultivation has not displaced the artefacts
within these layers any great distance from their
original place of deposition, and that they can still be
of assistance in interpreting the use of this area in the
late Roman period.
The structural remains recorded during the investigation are consistent with the layout of the forum(
basilica complex conjectured from previous excavations, and have added fresh details, particularly in
relation to the area around the junction of the basilica
with the north-east range of the forum. This is a part of
the complex that had not previously been investigated,
since earlier excavations had mostly been concentrated
on the south-west end of the basilica, the north-west
range of the forum and the adjacent part of the
courtyard (CE V, 99 and fig. 60). Wall1141 was part of
the inner wall of the north-east range of the forum, and
walls 1126 and 1129 appear to be partition walls within
the range, which is likely to have been divided into a
series of rooms, as is known to have been the case at
other fora such as Caerwent and Silchester (Wacher
1995, figs 8 and 9). Walls 1126 and 1129 are c. 6 m from
the north-west wall of the basilica, represented by wall
1164(1165, a distance that is consistent with the range of
dimensions recorded for the rooms on the south-west
side of the basilica. One or other of these walls is
therefore likely to be the north-west wall of the room at
the end of the north-east range of the forum, adjacent to
the basilica. Due to the limited nature of the excavation
it was not possible to establish conclusively how these
two walls related to each other. Only a small part of
each wall was exposed within the limited confines of the
trench, and excavation did not extend deep enough to
examine their foundations and establish whether they
were associated with the same ground surface. As only
the top of the surviving parts of the walls were exposed
it is also not known how high above the contemporary
ground surface the exposed parts are. If the walls are
contemporary their proximity makes little sense, as they
are only 0.55m apart: too close even for the walls of a
narrow corridor, and the opening in wall 1126 would
have opened onto the blank face of wall 1129. It is
possible that one of the walls was demolished down to
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the level of cobbled surface 1128 and the other built to
replace it, perhaps in order to alter the sizes of the two
rooms on either side, in the same way as the partition
wall between rooms 2 and 3 on the south west side of
the basilica was moved lm to the north-east during
alterations dated to the second half of the 4th century,
enlarging room 2 at the expense of its neighbour (CE V,
108). This would certainly explain the opening in wall
1126, which would then be at the right level to be a
doorway. However it is not certain that 1128 is a
surface, and it would be difficult to reconcile this
arrangement with the lower ground level recorded on
the south-east side of wall 1129. On current evidence it
is not possible to resolve this issue.
If walls 1126 and( or 1129 form one side of the final
room at the end of the north-east range of the forum,
gravel and mortar surface 1131, recorded at the base of
the mains sewer connection manhole, may be the
original floor surface within it, although this could not
be confirmed as its stratigraphic relationships with the
walls were obscured by unexcavated parts of the postRoman soil layers. The sequence of deposits overlying
this surface comprised a series of thin occupation layers
overlain by demolition rubble. The final clay surface
(1160) of this part of the forum is similar to a sequence
recorded in the range of rooms behind the basilica in a
trench dug at the rear of 12 The A venue in 1994, where
a mortar surface was overlain by a charcoal-rich
occupation deposit, demolition rubble and a crude
rubble surface (CE V, 112). The occupation deposit in
the 1994 trench was dated to the later part of the Roman
period by the presence of a coin ofVictorinus (AD 26870). The heights of the final surfaces in these sequences
are strikingly similar, surface 1160 being found at a
height of 107.88m AOD and that in the 1994 trench at
107.92m AOD, and also correspond with a gravel
surface within the nave of the basilica recorded at
107.82m AOD. It is possible that the raising of the
ground level with demolition material and establishment of new floor surfaces recorded in these two parts
of the complex are part of a more widespread
programme of refurbishment, perhaps associated with
the modifications recorded elsewhere by Wacher and
dating from the 4th century AD (CE V, 108-10 and
116-19).
The large slab of limestone (1164) partly exposed in
the mains water connection trench, which formed part
of the north-west wall of the basilica, may be part of a
monumental frame for a doorway between the basilica
and the portico along the north-east side of the forum,
or an impost for a column or pillar if this opening was
arcaded. Although only the north-east edge of the slab
was exposed within the confines of the trench it appears
to be similar to the imposts that supported the arcade
dividing the rooms behind the basilica from the portico
fronting onto the street to the south-east (CE V, 106).
No evidence was found for a portico along the outer
side of the north-east range of the forum, fronting onto
the adjacent inter-insulae street. In the final phase of
Roman occupation the area between the forum and the
street seems to have been occupied by the gravel surface
(1110) exposed in section in a re-excavated service
trench at the north-west end of the site, and which is
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presumably the same surface that was recorded further
south-west in evaluation trench 4. There is also a
parallel for this surface on the south-west side of the
basilica, where a rough surface of mixed material
including cobbles was laid down following the
demolition of the portico (CE V, 109). The stylobate
of that portico was buried 0.3m beneath the surface that
replaced it, and it is possible that the portico along the
north-east side of the forum was similarly demolished,
and that the sty lobate lies buried at a greater depth than
that reached by the current groundworks.
The structural remains exposed at the north-west end
of the site comprise part of the outer wall of the northwest range of the forum (1113) and two areas of gravel
surface within the area of the adjacent outer portico,
which may be either a surface associated with the
portico or a later surface like those that replaced the
north-east and south-east porticoes.
The robber trench recorded near the eastern edge of
the site is the result of robbing of one of the walls of a
town house that stood across the road from the forum/
basilica complex in insula XIV. The painted wall plaster
recovered from the backfill of the trench is consistent
with the highly decorated nature of this house, which
possessed at least five mosaics and presumably
belonged to an individual of some wealth and
importance (CE Ill, 249).
The assemblage of metal artefacts from the site was
dominated by coins, and as a metal detector was used
to assist recovery this is likely to be an accurate
representation of the material present on the site rather
than the result of any bias in collection. The apparently
greater incidence of coin loss is presumably associated
with the particular activities taking place in and around
the forum/basilica, and is perhaps evidence for the
continued role of the forum as the site of a market
during the final phase of the Roman period. The
assemblage includes coins dating from the very latest
phase of Roman coinage in Britain (AD 388-402) and
the worn condition of some of these latest coins
suggests a relatively extended period of use after their
date of minting and therefore implies activity at least
into the early decades of the 5th century. This apparent
continuation of commercial activity is significant
evidence for the continued use of the forum as a civic
building that contrasts with evidence for disuse and
demolition of such complexes during the later 4th
century AD at some other towns, such as Caerwent and
Exeter (Wacher 1995, 418). The evidence from the
exposed parts of the inter-insulae street between the
forum/basilica complex and the adjacent insula XIV
may also support the argument for the continuity of
activity into the 5th century AD. The final surface of
this road was constructed at some point during the 4th
century AD, and its rutted condition suggests use
continuing for some considerable length of time
thereafter.
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EXCAVATIONS IN INSULA II
AT COTSWOLD MILL, 1998-9
by Neil Holbrook and Alan Thomas
Introduction
CA undertook an excavation and watching brief
between August 1998 and April 1999 on a site on the
corner of Lewis Lane and Watermoor Road during the
conversion of Cotswold Mill (formerly Cole's Mill) into
residential accommodation (Thomas 1999) (see Fig. 17,
no.6 and Fig. 42). An area 5.2 X 4.8m in size was
examined within a grain silo inside the mill prior to the
insertion of a new floor and a lift-shaft pit. After the
removal by contractors of a concrete floor, three trial
holes were excavated in order to evaluate the survival of
archaeological deposits. In the event all three trial holes
demonstrated that significant remains including stone
walls survived just below the modern make-up. The lift
pit, 2. 7 X 2m in area, was sited so as to avoid extant
Roman walls and was archaeologically excavated to a
depth of 1.5m (trench 9; Fig. 42). Thereafter the trench
was shored and half of it further excavated to the
natural gravel (a change in the design of the lift shaft
rendered the excavation of the remaining half of the pit
unnecessary). The lift pit was excavated under artificial
light and in cramped conditions, especially after the
insertion of the shoring. The remainder of the area in
the former grain silo was lowered to the top of
archaeological levels which were planned before being
covered with a protective layer of terram fibre and
polythene. A further 13 trenches for foundations or
services, within or in the grounds of the mill buildings,
were excavated by contractors under archaeological
supervision. In two cases (trenches 10 and 14)
archaeological deposits were identified and excavation
was continued by CA staff to the depth required by the
builders. The other trenches were either too shallow to
encounter archaeological deposits or had been subject
to post-medieval disturbance resulting in the loss of
earlier levels.
The pre-Roman ground level was identified in
Trench 9 at a depth of 3.06m below the current street
level of Lewis Lane. The succeeding Roman deposits in
the excavations clearly relate to structures within the
western corner of insula II, and to Street C separating
insulae II and III. The evidence for the street is described
under observation C.6 elsewhere in this report (p. 43).
Despite the extensive post-medieval and modern use of
the area, archaeological deposits generally survived in
an excellent state of preservation and it is probable that
over much of the site Roman levels survive in excess of
3m thick.

Results
Trench 9 (Figs 42 and 43 sections 1 and 2)
Natural gravel 967 was covered by 0.1m-thick reddishbrown clay subsoil 966 and 0.2m-thick greyish-brown
silty clay 957, which mark the pre-Roman ground
surface. This surface was cut by the foundation trench
980 of a stone wall aligned north-west to south-east
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(Building 1). The wall was built from trench-laid rubble
and gravel foundations 972 supporting a 0.49m-high
plinth 971 composed of four courses of mortar-bonded
dressed limestone facing stones. Above the plinth there
was an offset of 140mm and further courses of
stonework bonded with an identical pale brown
mortar which survived to a height of 0.59m (969).
Neither the width of this wall nor the full depth to
which the foundations cut into the natural grave l were
established.
To the south-west of the wall the turf line was
covered by layers of gravel make-up (956, 955) for a
60mm-thick yellow gravel surface 981 which lay just
below the top of the plinth. The surface was cut by a

shallow pit 965 which had been dug directly up against
the plinth. The pit was covered by stony make-up 962
beneath a thin trodden surface 961, and a pale brown
mortar and gravel surface 960, which was level with the
top of the plinth. Cutting this surface was a series of
pits, the first of which (952) was not full y investigated.
It was excavated to a depth of 1.37m and augered for a
further 0.9m before reaching the natural gravel. The pit
fills (958, 954, 953, 937) produced 30 animal bone
fragments and 28 sherds of pottery. The pit was recut
(982) and had accumulated fills 951 and 935 before an
oven was cut into the top of it. Oven 940 was of two
phases, the later of which comprised a cracked stone
base with fired clay and slab surround 944. A sample
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from the oven produced large pieces of charcoal and a
small amount of charred plant remains. The oven
subsided into the pit over time and was sealed by
further fills (939, 984) wh ich were cut by pit 932
containing fills 934 and 933.
After the final infilling of the pits the surrou nding
gro und level was raised by 1m by the dumping of
spreads of gravell y clays heavil y mixed with red clay
and numerous tile fragments, possibly a product of the
demolition of Building 1 (928). The demolition debri s
of Building 1 was cut by the wall s of a new structure
(Building 2), however the foundation trenches for
these wall s were difficult to identify with certainty due
to the conditions in which the excavation was carried

out. The foundati on s consisted of undressed rubble
footings 964 set in a gravel matrix, their upper surface
covered by a thin layer o f mortar and g ravel 936,
probably a working surface associated with the
construction of the mortared upper courses. The
sequence in which the two wa ll s were constructed
was readily apparent. The south-west wal l was
constructed to a height of seven courses, the northwest wall 929 butting directl y again st this work. Above
this level both walls (916 and 917) were bonded
together for the further surviving nine courses. Only
the top four courses of wall 916 were mortared Aush to
the face suggest ing that it had been rebuilt or repainted
above this level.

Public Buildings
Very little evidence survived for the activities carried
out within this part of Building 2. A 0.6m-deep pit 920
(n.i.), which cut the dumps associated with the
demolition of Building 1, was found on the southeastern edge of the trench. This pit was sealed by dumps
of gravel mixed with silty clay 918 (n.i.) and a pale
brown gravel 915 (n.i.), the surface of which roughly
coincided with the base of the flush-pointing on wall
916. Surface 915 was covered by a stony make-up for a
second gravel surface 913 (n.i.). Outside of the area of
the lift shaft further levels were identified which can be
assigned to this period. The north-western continuation of wall 916 was traced for a short distance before it
was cut away by a medieval pit. Another wall butted
onto and formed a south-western continuation of wall
917. This latter wall had been robbed in the medieval
period thereby destroying its stratigraphic relationships, but it was probably associated with an opus
signinum floor to the south-east, which was sealed by
subsequent floors of cracked stone slabs and rounded
cobbles respectively.
The uppermost Roman levels within and outside the
lift shaft were sealed by a black loam 901 (n.i.), up to
0.36m thick, which contained a large quantity of stone
rubble and tile demolition debris. Two medieval pits
and a stone wall were found in the area immediately to
the north-west of wall 917. The wall 908 (n.i.) lay at
right-angles to the line of Lewis Lane and consisted of
thin stone slabs. It had been reused in the mill building
as a foundation for an internal wall. Butting onto this
wall was a stone-lined pit 902 (n.i.), c. 1m square. Its fill
was partially excavated to a depth of0.7m and produced
pottery of 12th to 15th-century date along with residual
Roman sherds. The south-eastern corner of this pit had
been cut by a further pit which had been dug up to the
face of Roman wall 917. This pit was only partially
excavated and it produced no artefacts.

Trench 14 (Figs 42 and 43 section 3)
Trench 14 was excavated to a maximum depth of 2m.
Two parallel walls aligned north-east to south-west
were found (Building 3). They probably defined a
corridor 3.5-4m wide. One of these walls was
represented only by robber trench 1426 but the other
(1404) survived in excess of 11 mortar-bonded courses
(1.26m) high. It was approximately 0.6-0.9m wide and
bonded at right-angles with another wall 1411 which
had been heavily robbed. Within the corridor silty clay
1430 was the earliest deposit exposed at the base of the
trench. It was covered by stone and gravel make-up
1429.The make-up was sealed by a patchy yellowishbrown mortar floor 1428 which was covered by a
probable occupation layer of charcoal-flecked silty clay
with patches of gravel1420, and a second yellow-brown
mortar floor 1418. All of these layers had slumped
sharply to the north-west and south-east, suggesting
the presence below the base of the trench of cut features
containing loose uncompacted fills.
Floor 1418 was sealed by a 0.35m-thick make-up
1415 containing frequent stone rubble and spreads of
mortar and gravel. This may mark demolition or
rebuilding of the structure. Only the top two courses of
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wall 1404 were flush-pointed suggesting that the wall
was either rebuilt or heightened from above this level.
The top of the wall was capped by a cambered layer of
mortar, indicating (in the latest phase at least) that this
was its full height. It probably served as a stylobate
supporting a colonnade (it does not appear to be high
enough above the level of floor 1418 to have served as a
wall supporting a colonnade of dwarf columns).
In the angle between walls 1404 and 1411 a sequence
of layers was revealed which, within the limited
confines of the trench, could not be clearly understood.
The earliest of these was silty clay 1405 which was
covered by gravelly mortar 1421 and a thin deposit of
heavily charcoal-stained black silty clay 1422. As with
the deposits inside the corridor these layers had also
clearly slumped to the south-east. To the north-west of
the corridor a yellow-brown gravelly mortar 1431 at
least 0. 76m thick was found. Its interpretation is
uncertain.
The demolition of Building 3 is represented by a
dump 1402/1424 of pale brown mortar packed with
rubble and tile. The Roman levels were covered by a
thick layer of black loam 1401 which incorporated a
stone-lined drain 1407 which produced a medieval
potsherd. No differentiation could be made between
1401 and the fills of robber trenches 1426 or 1419.

Trench 10 (Fig. 42)
Trench 10 was excavated to a maximum depth of1.8m,
but extensive post-medieval disturbance was apparent
throughout. A fragment of external surfacing, possibly
part of Street C, was found. This is discussed elsewhere
(p. 43).

Dating evidence
Trench 9
Pit 952: Pottery (28sh.): early Wiltshire oxidised and reduced
sandy wares, a grog-tempered sandy ware, Dressel 20
amphora, South Gaulish samian, wheelmade black-burnished
ware, and Dorset Black-Burnished ware. A later 1st or early
2nd-century AD date is likely for this small group.
Pits 982 and 932: Pottery (30sh.): pottery of generally later
1st to early 2nd-century AD date.
Levelling 928 etc. Pottery (142sh.): Dorset Black-Burnished
ware, Wiltshire finer wheelmade grey wares, a decorated
samian sherd with a cursive mould-makers signature below
the decoration, other samian wares, south Spanish Dressel 20
olive oil amphora and North Gaulish mortaria. Overall this
assemblage is consistent with an early to mid 2nd-century AD
date with a residual 1st-century AD component.
Pit 920. Pottery (10 sh.): Oxfordshire red-slipped ware
mortarium and triangular-rimmed jar in late Roman shelltempered ware suggesting a date after c. AD 360 for its filling.
Dark earth 901: Pottery (40 sh.): 4th-century AD Oxfordshire bowls and mortaria, along with some medieval sherds.

Trench 14
Make-up 1429: Pottery (4 sh.): red-slipped mortarium,
probably from Caerleon, Dorset Black-Burnished ware and
Wiltshire reduced wares consistent with a date in the 2nd
century AD.

Excavations and Observations in Roman Cirencester 1998-2007

66
Silt 1405: Pottery (1 sh.): Oxfordshire mortarium of later
3rd or 4th-century AD date.
Demolition dump 1402: Coin: jo!lis, early decades of the 4th
century AD.
Artefacts

The coins by Peter Guest
1. Follis, early decades of the 4th century AD. 1402.
2. Local copy overstruck on top of an earlier official coin. The
copy is of the common Falling Horseman type that dates to
the period 1\D 350-64, while the coin flan was originally
struck in AD 347-8 as a two victories type. Such overstrikes
are relatively common from Roman Britain and it is thought
that production of these copies dates either to the years
immediately after the demonetisation of the two victories
type between AD 348 and 352, or to the years AD 360-4
when the supply of official coins to Britain did not meet
demand. 1406, unstratified.

The pottery by Jane Timby
Approximately 418 stratified sherds of Roman to postmedieval date were recovered from the site, the vast
majority from trenches 9 and 14. Some 87% are of
Roman date, 7% medieval and the remainder postmedieval. Most of the fabrics have been well documented from other excavations in Cirencester and so tell us
little about the status and function of the buildings. Full
details are contained in the archive. One unusual vessel
of note is a mortarium in a hard creamish-orange fabric
with a darker orange, slightly streaky core. The paste is
very fine with a sparse scatter of dark brown iron,
orange argillaceous inclusions (grog) and sub-angular
white ?calcareous inclusions. The trituration grits
appear to be the same as the argillaceous inclusions in
the paste, with fragments up to 2-3mm in size. It is
possibly equivalent to TF 33 (CE I, 157) dated to the preFlavian or Flavian period, and is probably a Rhenish
import from near the Eifel region where mortaria with
red grog trituration grits were made and imported into
Britain in the 1st century AD (Davies et al. 1994, 71 ).
Table 6: Quantities of animal bone from selected
deposits at Cotswold Mill
KEY: Bos = cow; Equus = horse; m;idjcaprid = sheepjgoat;
Sus = pig; Gal/us = chicken (bantam); LAR = large
artiodactyl (horse, cow, deer); SAR = small artiodactyl (sheep,
goat, pig, small deer); small = small mammal (cat, dog, etc.);
v. small = rodent; unid. = unidentified
Context

Feature

No.

Species

901

nja

49

921

920

31

923

920

12

937

952

22

Bos (16); LAR (12); unid. (12);
ovidjcaprid (5); Equus (2); Sus
(1 ); Gal/us (1)
unid. (12); LAR (8); ovidjcaprid
(5); Bos (4); SAR (1 ); feline (1)
Bos (3); LAR (2); small (2);
unid. (2); ovidjcaprid (1); SAR
(1); Sus (1)
LAR (8); Bos (5); ovidjcaprid (4);

954
958

952
952

6
2

Bos (3); ovidjcaprid (2); unid. (1)
Bos (1); LAR (1)

small (3); v. small (2)

Biological remains

The animal bone by Tracey Stickler
Thirty-four contexts produced 281 animal bones. Full
details are contained in the archive. Of the bone
identifiable to species in Roman deposits, cattle were
the best represented (46 bones) followed by sheep/goat
(26), pig (4 ), horse (2), bantam (2), feline (1) and dog
(1 ). This accords with the species representation found
in other fauna! assemblages in Cirencester (CE V, 369).
The majority of the bone came from the fills of pits 952
and 920, and latejpost-Roman loam 901 (Table 6). Some
62% of the specimens had been fragmented, and 30%
display butchery marks. Weathering evidence is scarce
(8%) with 39% of specimens being in a normal
condition.

The environmental evidence
A sample of 10 litres was taken from the fill of oven 940,
and floated using a 250 micron sieve to catch the flot.
The sample was sorted and the extracted plant material
identified under a low-powered binocular microscope.
The sample contained several large fragments of oak
charcoal, Quercus sp. Few other plant remains were
recovered. These consisted of one wheat grain, Triticum
sp., which could not be identified further, two seeds of
possible ribbed meliot, Melilotus offtcinalis, a seed
tentatively identified as prickly poppy, Papm;er argemone
L., and a seed of knapweed, probably cornflower
Centaurea cyanus L. although given the similarity of seeds
of Centaurea sp. no certain identification could be made.
Prickly poppy and cornflower both prefer drier, light
sandy or loamy soils, while ribbed meliot is common on
such soils (Hanf 1983). All three are also common
within cultivated or arable fields, with ribbed meliot
also being a fodder plant. This species too has some
interest as it possibly a Roman introduction.
Unfortunately the lack of plant remains in the sample
does not aid in any interpretation of the function of the
oven discussed above.
Discussion
No pottery was recovered from the earliest levels
associated with Building 1 and little can be deduced of
its plan or function. The pits to the south-west of wall
969 may relate to either occupation or disuse of the
structure. Given the late 1st to early 2nd-century AD
date of the reasonably sized pottery group from pit 952,
and the fact that this is later than two successive mortar
surfaces associated with the use of the building, it is
likely that Building 1 was constructed in the late 1st
century AD. Pottery associated with the demolition of
Building 1 dates to the early-mid 2nd century.
Building 1 was replaced by a new structure laid out
to a different plan. The absence of a substantial buildup in stratigraphy within the angle formed by the walls
suggests that this area was outside the building. The
area to the south-west of wall 916 on the other hand
clearly lay inside the structure as a poorly preserved
opus signinum floor was found here. A late 4th-century
AD pit was dug in the external area, sealed beneath
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further make-ups and a possible surface suggesting the
continued use of the building until at least this date. In
seeking to interpret the findings we can also make use
of a sketch plan produced by F.W. Taylor during the
replacement of the pavement of Watermoor Road in
1911 and construction work inside the mill in 1915
(Corinium Museum archives 18/3/16). Taylor marks
the approximate position of some walls in the vicinity
in trench 9 (Fig. 42). It is likely that one of these is the
slightly misplotted alignment of wall 917 of Building 2,
and that there were at least two north-west to southeast aligned walls defining rooms to the north-west of
wall 917. One of these walls may be the same as the
north-westerly continuation of 916. Parallel with wall
917, and lying c. 6m to the south-east, Taylor records
two Roman columns beneath a wall of the mill building
(Fig. 42, nos 5 and 6)
As wall 1404 in Trench 14 appears to have been a
stylobate supporting a colonnade it is probable that a
courtyard lay to the south-east of it. To the north-west
of the corridor Taylor records three walls suggesting
that rooms lay here. Beyond these he shows an area of
metalling that he interpreted as a street surface (Fig. 42,
no. 3), although it is more likely to be part of an external
yard judging from the probable alignment of Street C
(p. 43). The walls survived several feet higher than the
top of the metalling. Adjacent to the most northeasterly of the cross walls Taylor records a pier
protruding from beneath the foundations of Cotswold
Cottage (Fig. 42, no. 4). His sketch shows a base with
two half-round mouldings supporting a square block
0.6m thick. On top of this was a second block 0.33m
thick with two rebates cut from the front corners and
two further shallow rebates on the one visible side. It is
likely that these blocks formed an impost supporting an
arch of a gateway or arcade.
The top four courses of wall 916 of Building 2 and
the top two courses of wall 1404 of Building 3 were
much better pointed than the lower work, suggesting
that these sections of wall were a later rebuild. Certain
similarities can be drawn with the treatment of the
public building (probably a range of shops) on the
south-east side of insula Il. Here the external portico
was rebuilt in Period 3 (early-mid 2nd century AD)
with well-pointed masonry, and the top of the sty lobate
wall was rendered with a flat mortar surface (CE V,
181). Little dating evidence was associated with
Building 3, although it may have been in existence by
the 2nd century AD if weight can be attributed to the
four sherds of this date from make-up 1429. The
building evidently continued in use into the 4th century
to judge from material associated with its occupation
and demolition.
Little can be said of the plan of the structures in this
corner of the insula, although the traces that we have
suggest a public building which originated in the late
1st century AD. Insula Il contained the public baths of
Corinium, and it is plausible that the Fosse Way
frontage might have been occupied by a similar range of
shops to those examined on the south-eastern frontage
of the insula (CE V, 188). Indeed the buildings within
the insula might have been planned and constructed as a
unified programme of works. The slender dating

recovered here, and that associated with the construction of the Period 2 shops on the south-east side of the
insula, suggests a date for the event at either the very end
of the 1st century or early decades of the 2nd century
AD.
Lewis Lane was an important thoroughfare in the
medieval period, and the medieval features in trench 9
are probably associated with a structure fronting the
south-eastern side of that street. The only stratified
pottery was of 12th to 15th-century date.

THE PROBABLE THEATRE AND
SURROUNDING AREA:
OBSERVATIONS IN 1969
by Peter Grace and Neil Holbrook
Observations within various small trenches in 1962 and
1966-8 have combined to make it likely that a Roman
public building, very probably a theatre, lay within
insula XXX just inside the Gloucester Gate (CE V, 1425). Further information on archaeological deposits in
this area was recovered by Peter Grace in 1969.

Observations during the Dollar Street, Thomas
Street and Coxwell Street 'Triangle' Development
1969 by Peter Grace
Observation and recording occurred during site
clearance and the excavation of trench foundations for
the third phase of the Triangle development. A number
of builders' trenches were observed to the east of the
theatre, adjacent to trenches BW1 and BWII where
fragmentary traces of successive timber and stone
buildings had been found in 1962 (Fig. 44). Three walls
were found during construction in this area, all 0.76m
wide of dressed mortared stonework. Walls A and B
survived 0.6m high. A robber trench (D) abutted wall C
and the area contained within these walls was covered
with a mortar and stone surface. Some 4.8m to the
south-east of the robber trench the line of a second
robbed wall (E) was detected. The space between the
two walls was occupied by a mortar floor. To the southeast of the second robber trench a deposit of clay
containing fragments of charcoal and oyster shell was
found. Artefacts were scarce in this area, but fragments
of a glass goblet (identified by Mr J. Real as a Syrian
product dateable to the 3rd century AD) lay on the
surface of the mortar floor and numerous pieces of roof
tile upon the cobbled surface.
Builders' trenches further to the west uncovered
traces of the probable theatre. The observations lay
very close to trench BWVI excavated in 1962 and,
indeed, given the difficulties in surveying in both 1962
and 1969 it is conceivable that the remains examined in
1962 may have been at least partially re-exposed in 1969.
At the very edge of the builders' trench the face of a wall
standing at least six courses high was exposed (Wall1).
This was abutted by a second wall at a very oblique
angle (Wall 2). Both walls had pitched stone footings.
Just to the south of the intersection a robber trench
abutted Wall 1 at right angles, and at the extremity of
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the builders' trench a short section of this 1m-wide wall
(Wall3) survived intact. The area between Walls 2 and 3
was covered with a mortar and stone surface at least
0.3m thick. Not enough of Wall 1 was exposed to
ascertain whether it displayed any curvature. It is
conceivable that Wall 2 was the same radial wall
encountered in 1962, although the latter was thought to
lie at right-angles to the main curving wall. Two postmedieval pits were also discovered in this area. The
cobbled surface was exposed over a distance of almost
15m to where further structures were found, although
In some cases it was not clear whether these were
Roman, medieval or post-medieval in date. One
masonry wall appeared to be overlain by a second
phase of walls forming three sides of a small rectangular
space. One of the walls was composed from a single
monolithic stone block 1m long, 0.6m wide and 0.6m
deep. The block overlay a substantial mortar floor. To
the north-east of this feature three further parallel walls
were found, two of them defining a cobbled corridor
1.8m wide. Further walls were found to the north-east,
although whether these are Roman or medieval is not
readily apparent. One at least was abutted by a mortar
floor upon which medieval pottery was found. In one

area to the south-east of the corridor a deep section was
observed. This showed that natural gravels were
overlaid by 1m of greyish si lty clay, most probabl y
alluvial deposits such as have been found previously on
this site. The clay was sealed by a deposit of stone
rubble, presumably consolidation and make-up,
beneath a layer of mortar. A number of medieval and
later pits, and other intrusions, were also found .

Discussion by Neil Holbrook
The observations made by Mr Grace are welcome,
although they pose difficulties of interpretation. It is
probable that Wall1 can be equated with the inner wall
of the corridor surrounding the theatre found in 1962,
which was 1.83m wide and survived to a maximum
height of ten courses. How Wall 2 relates to the radial
wall which is recorded as springing at right-angles from
the corridor wall in trench BWVI is somewhat less
clear. On balance it is likely that they are one and the
same, the alignment of the radial wall having been
misplotted in 1962. In this case it is conceivable that
Wall 2 may have been part of a polygonal or semicircular internal buttress such as occur in similar
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locations in the theatre at Canterbury and sites in Gaul
such as Augst and Thenac (Frere 1970, 89-90; Sear
2006, 205, 215-16). In the Gaulish examples the
buttresses served to retain the weight of the solid
mass of the seating bank. At Canterbury, however, the
area in front of the buttress was not filled with soil and
so the walls must have served as a substructure to
support tiers of seating. This is also likely at Cirencester
as no trace of an earthen bank has been found, and a
metalled surface was found in the angle between Walls 2
and 3. It is most likely that the theatre was equipped
with wooden terraced seating, with a void below, and
that the rear of the timber decking was supported by the
buttress and the inner corridor wall (cf. Sear 2006, 80
for other examples of part-timber theatres). Surprisingly no trace of a masonry wall defining the base of the
terracing and the start of the orchestra has been
observed, and so this was presumably also of timber.
The width ofWall3 (1m) is similar to that of the radial
wall encountered in trench CE1 (1.1m). While these
might have defined the sides of adjacent entrance
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passages or staircases through the cavea, another
possibility is that they were also part of the substructure
beneath the timber cavea. The other walls found by Mr
Grace might have been part of the stage building,
perhaps with a corridor to the rear. The monolithic
block suggests a construction of some magnitude,
although it may have been reused in the location where
it was found. Mr Grace recalls that a second similar
block was discovered somewhere on the site by the
builders.
The other walls and surfaces recorded by Mr Grace
lay just outside of the reconstructed line of the outer
corridor wall, perhaps uncomfortably so if the
reconstructed line is correct. Little can be said of the
type of structure represented or its relationship with the
walls in trench BWI. Overall the difficulties of
reconstructing the fragmentary remains as the components of a theatre should be recognised, and it is
possible that future work will show this interpretation
to be entirely erroneous. On current evidence, however, no other interpretation readily suggests itself.

