4. HOUSES AND SHOPS

The numbering system for individual buildings within
each insula of the Roman town was created by John
\Xfacher in 1963, and has been added to subsequently as
new discoveries have been made (\Xfacher 1963, fig. 1).
Structures reported in this chapter which appear to be
part of previously unknown buildings have therefore
also been numbered according to this system.

EXCAVATIONS AT
STEPST AIRS LANE, 2002-3
by Mark Brett and Martin Watts
Introduction
Between December 2002 and January 2003 CA carried
out an excavation prior to the construction of a threestorey residential development at the junction of
Stepstairs Lane and School Lane. The development
lies within insula IV /VII close to the projected
alignment of Street C (see Fig. 17, no. 16 and Fig.
45). An archaeological evaluation of the site undertaken
in 2000 identified evidence of Roman activity including
pits, ditches and a well dating from the 1st and 2nd
centuries AD, sealed by a layer interpreted as a postRoman dark earth deposit (CAT 2000c). The apparent
discovery of dark earth deposits during the evaluation
demanded that they should be sampled for environmental analysis, which necessitated a two-stage
approach to the excavation. Initially, the entire
footprint of the development, covering an area of
approximately 170m 2 , was cleared by machine of
modern overburden to the top of the dark earth
horizon. The dark earth deposits were found to be
significantly less extensive than had been expected,
surviving only within the southern part of the site,
having been truncated by modern activity further
2
north. Five 1m test pits were excavated through the
dark earth for environmental sampling and the
recovery of dating evidence. Two monolith samples
were taken from the dark earth, but subsequent
excavation showed that Monolith 1 had sampled a
sequence of make-up deposits for the construction of a
Roman building, and that the layers of dark earth
sampled by Monolith 2 yielded modern finds and had
clearly been recently reworked. As both monoliths had
sampled re-deposited andjor contaminated layers no
further analysis was undertaken. The remainder of the
dark earth was then mechanically removed to expose
the surviving archaeological deposits and features

beneath, which were excavated by hand. Modern
activity had truncated the northern part of the site to
the level of the natural clay, so only features cut into
natural survived in that area. At the southern end of the
site up to 0.5m of archaeological deposits survived
above natural.
The majority of the deposits and features dated to the
Roman period. However, three pits, a well and a layer
of clay were dated to the medieval or post-medieval
periods.

Period 1: Ground consolidation and levelling (late
1st century AD)
The natural clay substrate was reached in almost all
areas of the excavation, lying at approximately 106.2m
AOD except for the north-eastern corner of the site,
where it sloped down to approximately 105.3m AOD
(Fig. 46). Remnants of a subsoil overlying the natural
substrate survived in places, including layers 378 (n.i.)
and 458 (Fig. 47).
The earliest constructional activity identified was
concerned with consolidation and levelling of the site
prior to more extensive development. \Xlithin the
south-eastern part of the site, the remains of a limestone
surface (362, n.i.) survived. This was relatively
insubstantial, being only one or two stones thick, and
overlay dumped deposits of clay and gravel, including
levelling layers 332 (n.i.) and 363 (n.i.), both of which
produced significant quantities of pottery and other
finds. A spread of limestone rubble (316, n.i.) was found
further to the west, possibly representing material left
over from the laying of surface 362.

Dating evidence
The pottery consists of a mix of 1st and 2nd-century AD
material that may have been subject to some disturbance.
Included are small quantities of mid 1st-century AD date
consisting of native-type grog and shell-tempered and 'silty'
wares including a girth-beaker related to southern British
'Belgic' forms. A Nauheim derivative brooch dateable to the
period c. AD 40-60 and a sherd of typically 1st-century AD
deep blue coloured glass were also recovered from subsoil
deposit 378.
The pottery groups from Period 1 are comparable in most
respects to Ceramic Phases 2 and 3 (Early). Samian occurs in
all key groups. It is all South Gaulish and comprises mainly
Flavian forms with only a small, residual, pre-Flavian
component. Plain forms (principally Drag. 27 and Drag. 35
cups and Drag. 18 platters) dominate, with occasional
decorated (Drag. 29) bowls. Further continental imports
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occur in the form of small qu antities of Spanish Camulodunum 186 (TF 34) and Dressel 20 (TF 40) amphora and
So uthern Gaulish G aul oise 4 (TF 35) amphora . The
Camulodunum 186 'salazon' type amph o ra sherds are most
sig nificant here in terms of dating , their manufacture ceasing
in th e first quarter of the 2nd century AD. Non-sigillata
finewares are dominated by local (North Wiltshire) types.
The asse mblage from levelling la yer 332 represents a large
and di screte gro up which is described in more detail below.
O ve rall a F lavian or possibly Trajanic date is indicated .
Le ve lling laye r 332: Pottery (458sh. j5858g). Samian: SG.
Drag. 18 (X 3), 29, all pre-Fl av ian; Drag . 35, 27 (x 6), 18
(x 3), all Flavian. Coarse/Pares: TF 5, 6, 10, 17, 9, 52, 34, 35, 40,
fine g re y\\·are, Wiltshire red-slipped.

Le ve lling layer 363: Pottery (67sh. f721g). Samian: SG.
Drag . 27, Flavian. Coarse/Pares: TF 5, 6, 17, 18, 35, 95 f98,
g rog, coarse black-sandy .
Rubb le layer 316: Pottety (60sh.f3898g). Sa111ian: SG. Drag .
18, pre-Flavian; Drag 27 , Claudi ofNe ro nian; Drag . 27,
Neronian. Coarm/Jares: TF 5, 6, 9, 17, 40, 74, 95, 95 f98, 106.

Period 2: Construction and occupation of Building
A (late lstfearly 2nd to late 2nd century AD)
The consolidation deposits were overlain by a masonry
structure which is now classified as Building VII .2.
Two phases of construction have been identified within
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this structure and these are termed Buildings A and B. It
is not certain whether the conso lidation event should be
viewed as the first stage in the construction of the
building, or whether there was an interval between the
two events. On general ground s it seems hard to
understand why effort would be expended on site

preparation if construction was not anticipated. It is
possible, however, that the original building la y outside
the excavation area, and that Building A was a
subsequent addition. It is clear that during the life of
Building A sustained efforts were made to keep the site
well drained.
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Building A
Although no walls survived, the remains of a room
from a Roma n building dating from tillS penod were
apparent from levelling deposits, clay floors and
associated la yers of occupation-derived matenalldentlfied along the southern ed ge of the sire (Figs 46- 7).
Construction of the floor to this room commenced w1th
the deposition of clay levelling layers above subsoi l458,
over which the first surface (427) was laid. Surface 427
comprised compacted yellow clay up to 70mm thick.
This was overlain by a thin layer of organic matenal
(426) derived from occupation of the building which
contained abundant artefactual
matenal. Th1s
construction and occupation sequence was repeated
twice more during this period (s urfaces 422 and 425),
presumably as the surfaces became worn, resu ltin g in
the floor level eventuall y being raised by approximately
0.15m.
The floor layers and occupation deposits extended
be yo nd the southern limit of excavation and were
truncated to the west by Period 3 wall 373, almost
certainl y a rebuild of the original western wall to this
part of Building A. To the north and east, the walls of
the room had been completely truncated by later
acti v in'· however robber trench 453 (seen on ly in
sectio~) may mark the line of the eastern wall of the
room. If so, the internal width of the room would have
been about 2.5m. While there was no indication as to its
northern extent, if the room served as a porch or small
antechamber to larger buildi ng to the so uth it ma y not
have extended much further to the north than the
surviving extent ofirs floor (Fig. 46). Wall 319, running
alon g the southern limit of excavation. may have
repl aced an earlier wall associated with BU!Idmg A, as
Peri od 3 wa ll 373 also seems to have done.

disposed of simply by throwing it ou[ into the garden,
although artefacruall y rich pit 477 (w h1ch was recorded
on ly in section) may represent a refuse p1t cut through
the aa rden soil to the eas t of the room. Another p1t, 439,
l yin~ to the north of the room and beyo nd the extent of
surv ivin g garden soi l, co ntained concentratiOns of
burnt material and bones from at leas t two yo ung
sheep, the majority of which were from a sing le
individual. Numerous butchery mark s on these bones
indicate that the contents of this pit also represent
domestic refuse.
Two well s dating to this period were found. Well
420, to the north of Building A, was roug hl y circular
with vertical sides and a diameter of 1.5m. Due to
warerlogging, excavation of thi s feature ceased at a
depth of0.75m, however, hand-au geri ng established an
overall depth of 1.45m. lt was filled by a depoSit
containing abundant limestone rubble, suggesting that
it had been deli berately backfi ll ed. Immediately to the
east of Buil ding A was well 366 which had a diameter of
1.85m. Although it was not possible to excavate th1s
feature below the water table its bottom was located at a
depth of 2m using an auge r. lts homogeneous fill
appears to represent gradua l si lting up, although the
abundant and mixed nature of artefactual matenal
recovered also suggests occasional episodes of dumping . Both wells are likel y to be associated with Building
A; whether the y were contemporary o r sequential is
uncertai n .
A smal l number of other discrete features were
fo und, including three small pits and two postholes, but
their purpose is unclear. While the majority were
unexceptional, pit 473 (truncated by well 420) . contained scorched red clay indicative of in situ burnmg.

Drainage ditches and possible boundary wall
Garden area
During thi s period the area to the north of Building A
was used as a ga rden. D eposits interpreted as garden
soi ls were found to either side of the remains of
Building A, surviving at their deepest (up to 0.35m;
laye r 303, n.i. ) to the west (i.e . furthest away from Street
C). The abundance of artefactual material within this
deposit suggests that domestic waste may have been

A series of ditches was revealed at the northern end of
the site, running eastwards from the base of the natural
slope towards the projected ali g nment. of Street C.
Although all contained simi lar datin g ev1dence, a basic
chronological sequence was established. The earliest
ditches, 379, 389 and 392 (n.i. ), all contained fills that
suggested each silted up g raduall y, to be replaced by a
new ditch in a slightly different location. The earliest
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ditch (379) was also the deepest, surv iving to a depth of
0.7m. All three ditches were sealed by silty accumulations, up to 0.3m thick (including layer 345), suggesting
a brief hiatus in efforts to keep the site well drained.
D itches 385 and 395 were dug through these si lts, but
unlike the ea rlier ditches, they were deliberately backfilled with occupation waste and demolition debris.
Lying between ditches 385 and 395 was a masonry
wall , 430, of which two foundation courses survived.
The wa ll was constructed followin g the accumul at ion
of the silts in this area, and was therefore broadl y
contemporary w ith the ditches. Little survi ved of this
wall but it appeared to be aligned perpendicu lar to the
projected line of Street C and may have been a property
boundary with drai nage ditches to either side.

Dating evidence
Onl y a few broadl y dateable sherd s of pottery are associated
with Build ing A . Larger quantities of materia l were however
reco ve red from draina ge ditches, a we ll and occupation la ye rs
assoc iated with the use of this building . The pottery includes
some large and diagnostic gro ups with significant quantities
of samian. In many in stances th e sa mian is domin ated b1·
South Gauli sh material with only a few Central Gauli sh sherd s
of Hadrianic and Antonine date. Non-s igillata continenta l
imports are also present, including small rough-cast decorated
beakers in Central Gaulish 'A rgon ne' type colour-coated wa re
(TF57). Other conti nental wa res present include Spani sh
amph o ra TF35, and TF40 and Rh o ne ValleY mortari a TF67.
The overall scarcity of r\ntonine sa mian and absence of blackslipped Gauli sh or Rh enish fabrics pro babl y indicate that the
bulk of the Period 2 contexts date to before c. AD 150/60 .
In most respects the ran ge of coarseware fabrics from
Peri od 2 g roups is ostensibly sim ilar to that from th e
preceding phase. However, the representation of certain
fabrics is different, most significantly with lesser quantities o f
reduced fabrics TF5 and TF6 and North Wiltshire ox idised
TF 95/98 increasing in qu antity . Other differences are evident
in the fo rms prese nt, \l·ith ne\\" Aagon and bea ker forms
occurring. Well g roup 318 produced a number of ox idi sed
Aagons, some substantiall y complete and probably representing accidental losses. Ring-necked Aago ns wou ld appear still
to be most commo n, although these differ from ea rli er
examples in having a pronounced upper rim and o nh·
vestigial lowe r rin gs .
Al so significant is the relative abundance of D orset Black Burni shed ware, which occu rs mainl y as evened-rim jars and
Rat-rimmed dishesjbowls. The inAuence of Black-Burni shed
wares is elsewhere evident in the form repertoire of local
reduced wares with jars and open forms imitating its rim
forms and decoratio n.
Material from the ga rden soi ls cann ot be used as dat ing
evidence for Period 2 as the deposits were not sealed and
continued to collect material into at leas t the late 4th century
r\D to judge from coin nos 4, 9, 14, 15, 19, 21 and 22.
Occupation layer 426 : Pottery (20sh. j469g). Samian: SG,
Drag. 35 and 18, Flavian. CG, Drag . 18, Antonine.
CoarJeJJJares: TF 5, 35, 9, 40, 74, 17/98.
Fill 333 (Di tch 379): Pottety (87s h. j1222g). Samian: SG,
Drag. 37, c. 70- 85, Drag. 18, Fla vian, Drag. 27. Coarsewares:
TF 5, 6, 17, 10, 74, 95, 95/98.
Silt layer 345: Potte1y (90 sh. j1190g) . Salllian: SG, Drag. 37
and 18, Flavian. CG, Drag. 37, AD 145- 65 (Cinnam us ii).
Coarse/Pares: TF 5, 6, 9, 10, 17/98, 32, 40, 52, fine greyware.
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Fill 318 (wel l 366): Pottny (135 sh.j3640g). Sa111ian: SG,
Drag. 37, Flavian. CG, Drag . 27 , Had ri anic/Antonine, Drag.
18j31r, Antonine, Coarsei/Jares: TF 5, 6, 10, 17/98, 74, 85, 95,
98, 40.
Fill421 (well420) : Pottel]' (65 sh. j553g) . Salllian: SG , Drag .
18 and 18r, Fla vian. CG, Drag. 31, Anto nine. Coarsfll'ares: TF
5,6, 10,17/98, 74,90,95j98,35,40, 106.
Garden soil 303: Coin: Traj an AD 103 11 (no. 2); illeg ibl e
4th century (no . 4); H. of Theodosiu s AD 388- 402 (no . 22).
PottfJ]' (332 sh. j6265g) . Samian: SG , Drag . 37 and 35, Flav ian ,
Drag. 18, 1st century. CG, Drag . 37, Hadrianic, Drag . 33, 35,
27 and 18j31r, all Hadrianic jAntonine. CoarJeJJJare.r: TF 5, 6,
40, 67, 74, 90, 95, 95/98, 17/98, mi se. whiteware.
Garden soil412: Pottery (193 sh. j3152g). Salllian: SG, Drag .
27 and 18, Flavian . CG, Drag . 37, 1-l ad ri anic. Coar.reware.r: TF
5, 6, 34, 40, 67, 74, 95, 95/98, 17/98.
Garden soil479: Pottny (216 sh ./4343g). Samian: SG, Drag.
27, 18 and 18r, all Fl avia n. Coarsewares: TF 5, 6, 9, 17, 17j98,
32, 40, 52, 67, 74, 90, coarse black sa nd y.

Period 3: Construction and occupation of Building
B (late 2nd to 3rd century AD)
Activity within this period primarih· in vo lved the
remodellin g of Building A into Building B, the main
part of which o nce again la y beyond the southern limit
of excavat io n.

Building B
Perpendicu lar walls 319 and 373 were the main
structu ral elements of Building B revea led in the
excavation . Wall 319 was alig ned approximately east/
west alo ng the southern limit of excavation. !(eyed
in to this and extending a short distance (2.1m) to the
north was wall 373, the ali gnment of which continued
further northwards where it was represented by robber
trench 398. Wall 373 was undoubtedh· a direct
replacement for an earlier wall associated with
Building A, although it may well have extended
further northwards. Wall 319 truncated garden soi l 303
associated with Building A, but could also have
replaced a pre-existing Building A wall. Walls 319
and 373 were of a similar construction, compri sing
found ati o ns of pitched limestone, with the co nstruct-

Fig. 48 Stepstairs Lane. Oven 361. View to the southwest (scales 0.2m and 1m)
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ion trenches backfilled with clay. The foundations
were approximately 0.3m deep and were directly
overlain by two surviving courses of mortared limestone blocks, each up to 0.35m in length. The
mortared parts of the walls survived to a height of
up to 0.45m. Wall 373 contained a 0.4m-wide niche or
rebate, the purpose of which was not clear.
Within the remodelled room oven 361 was constructed and floor 451 was then laid. The construction
of oven 361 truncated all earlier occupation layers and
surfaces associated with Building A. The oven, which
survived to a height of three courses, was built with
limestone blocks set directly into clay scorched red
through use. The oven was oval, approximately 0.8m in
length and its southern side lay just beyond the
southern limit of excavation (Fig. 48). The stokehole
did not survive. The back of the oven was aligned
directly with the rebate within wall 373. Much of its
stonework was scorched grey and red, some stones
reduced to a powdery, crumbling state. Once the oven
was built, floor 451 was laid to either side. The floor
comprised limestone blocks set in mortar, a much more
durable surface than those associated with Building A.
A single course of limestone blocks (452) along the
northern side of oven 361 was laid directly upon floor
451. It may represent the remains of an internal wall. A
scorched red ring revealed on the surface of the floor in
the corner formed by wall 373 and possible wall 452
may have been made by a brazier.
From wall452 to the excavated end of robber trench
398, the remodelled room measured at least 5m north/
south, longer than its predecessor. Although there was
no evidence to help define its eastern extent, the
presence of oven 361 indicates that it was also probably
broader than Building A. As with Building A, the
majority of Building B lay beyond the southern limit of
excavation.

Other activity
The limited evidence for the use of the remainder of the
site during this period suggests that it continued in use
as a garden. To the west of Building B, pit 383 and slot
381 were recorded, although their purpose was not
clear. A series of intercutting pits in the northern corner
of the site may also be associated with this period and
reflect its continued use as a garden. The earliest of
these pits (404) silted up slightly and was then backfilled
with demolition debris. Pit 408, slightly later in the
sequence, was used for the disposal of domestic refuse.

Dating evidence
A reasonably large assemblage of pottery was recovered from
features associated with the construction of Building B. The
pottery from 372/380/411/476/481 would appear to be
indistinguishable in terms of its composition from Period 2
groups and presumably contains much derived material. An
enamelled plate brooch from backfill 476 of a construction
trench is broadly dateable to the 2nd century AD.
Walls 372/380/411/476/481: Pottery (76 sh.j656g). Samian:
SG, Drag. 37, Flavian. CoarseJVares: TF 5, 6, 17j98, 40, 74,95/
98. Other: enamelled plate brooch (2nd century AD).

Period 4: Disuse of Building B (later 3rd or 4th
century AD)
Dating evidence recovered from the demolition layers
(including 376, n.i.) overlying the remains of Building
B suggest that it went out of use in the later 3rd or 4th
century AD. Demolition of Building B was accompanied by the collapse of the oven 361 which was also
sealed by demolition deposits. This may reflect the fate
of the whole of Building B or it could represent the
demolition of a single room.
Overlying a thin layer of clay in the base of the oven
was a layer of fine charcoal, 358 (n.i.), possibly derived
from its final firing. Analysis of the charred plant
remains showed the deposit to be dominated by breadtype wheat and other indeterminate wheat and cereal
grain, with the fragments of charcoal suggesting that
the fuel used was probably whatever came to hand
rather than being specifically chosen (see below).
Unusually for a Roman assemblage, there were no
confirmed occurrences of hulled wheats, and cultivated
vetch seeds appeared to be present. While this is more
typical of medieval assemblages, it certainly does not
necessarily preclude the Roman date for the oven
indicated by the stratigraphic evidence (see below).

Dating evidence
Small quantities of pottery and other dateable artefacts were
associated with this period. Material from deposit 358 within
oven 361 produced good evidence for a late 3rd to 4thcentury AD date in the form of a substantially complete
funnel-necked beaker in Oxfordshire red colour-coated ware
(TF83), a Dorset Black-Burnished ware flanged bowl (sherd)
and fragments from a bone armlet of late Roman type.
Much of the remaining pottery, particularly from layers
sealing Building B, consists of derived material similar in
composition to groups from Period 2 deposits. Layer 376,
overlying Building B, contains a mix of 2nd and early to mid
3rd-century AD pottery, including Black-Burnished ware
bead and flanged bowls and plain-rimmed dishes. Demolition
deposit 356 contained no pottery but did produce a coin of
AD 367-75 (no. 16).
Evidence for Roman activity continuing into the late 4th
century AD at least is also apparent from the coins recovered
from the garden soils, including issues of the House of
Theodosius, and from sherds of late Roman shell-tempered
ware (TF115), dateable to after c. AD 360.
Oven fill 358: Pottery (30 sh.j67g). Coarse111ares: TF 74, 83.
Other: bone armlet late 3rd or 4th century AD
Demolition layer 376: Potte7]' (115 sh.j2418g). Samian: SG,
Drag. 27, 33, 18, all Flavian. CG, Drag. 37 Hadrianic/
Antonine; Drag. 37, Antonine. Coarse111ares: TF 5, 6, 17/98,
34, 35, 40, 74, 90, 95j98 mise. whiteware.
Demolition layer 356. Coin: H. ofValentinian, AD 367-75
(no. 16).

Period 5: Medieval and later activity (n.i.)
A single pit and a well were found which dated to the
11th to 13th centuries. Pit 401, containing demolition
debris, was located in the vicinity of the earlier Roman
pits in the north-eastern part of the site. The
construction of well 443 slightly truncated Roman
well 420 and the upper part of the feature was cut wide

Excavations and Observations in Roman Cirencester 1998-2007

76

enough to allow access for excavation of the main shaft
and the construction of the stone lining. Due to the
feature extending below the modern water table,
excavation ceased at a depth of 0.7m, however handaugering established the true depth of the feature as
2.5m. Well 443 was infilled mainly with limestone
rubble. During the period between the 13th and 15th
centuries wall 373 of Building B was robbed of its stone
and subsequently the backfilled robber trench was cut
through by a quarry pit. The northernmost extent of
wall 373 had been completely robbed of stone and
survived only as a shallow trench filled with clay. This
was cut by a vertically sided quarry pit (366) which had
a diameter of 1.85m. The base of the feature was not
reached during excavation, due to the section becoming
waterlogged, however with the use of an auger, its
overall depth was established as approximately 2m. It
was filled by a series of at least six dumped deposits
comprising alternating waste limestone fragments and
domestic waste. Pit 322 was identified in the southern
section of the trench, cutting the earlier Roman garden
soil. It was used primarily to dispose of charcoal-rich
waste, on top of which further waste material containing abundant 13th to 14th-century pottery was
dumped. Although devoid of dating evidence a layer
of redeposited natural clay (331) which sealed the
majority of the Roman features in the eastern part of the
site and a small pit (366) are also likely to date to the
medieval or post-medieval periods.

Dating evidence
Small quantities of medieval and post-medieval pottery were
recovered from Period 5 contexts. In most instances medieval

sherds are present amongst larger quantities of residual
(mostly late) Roman pottery. Typically for Cirencester and
the southern Cotswolds the range of pottery fabrics types
present is restricted and the dating necessarily broad. Two
types dominate, 'Cotswold oolitic' TF202, dateable to the
11th to 13th centuries and splash-glazed Minety ware TF200,
which dates from the late 12thfearly 13th to the early 16th
centuries. Single sherds of (12th to 13th-century) Bristol Ham
Green ware TF206 and a miscellaneous quartz-tempered
ware are the only other medieval types present. Few pottery
forms are identifiable and of those which are, only the Minety
ware tripod ?pitcher from 324 is helpful in terms of
establishing chronology, suggesting a 13th-century date.
Non-ceramic medieval items are restricted to a single worked
bone ?comb fragment from 423. A 12th or 13th-century date
is most likely for this item.
Quarry pit fill324: Pottery (83 sh.f1961g). CoarseJJJares (RB):
TF 83, 88, 98,115, 17/98; (medieval): TF 200,202,206, mise.
sandy.
Pit fill 423: Pottery (48 sh.f346g). CoarseJJJares (RB): TF 83,
88, 98,115, 17f98; (medieval): TF 200,202,206, mise. sandy.
The finds by E.R. McSloy

Roman pottery
The group of pottery from Period 1 levelling dump 332
has been selected for a higher level of recording and
quantification, including minimum vessel count (sherd
families) and Estimated Vessel Equivalence (EVEs)
(Table 7, Fig. 49). Attributes such as decoration, use
wear evidence, visible residues and any cross-context
matches are also recorded for each sherd family. The
significance of Group 332 derives from its Flavian date
and the location of the site on the south-eastern fringe

Table 7: Quantification of Pottery Group 332 from Stepstairs Lane
KEY: Count = sherd count; Min. vess. = minimum number of vessels; EVEs = estimated vessel equivalents
Description

Fabric

Count

Min. vess.

Weight (g)

EVEs

%EVEs

154a

17

12

123

1.18

8.9

40
34
35

3

3

140
226
9

.18

1.5

375

.18

1.5

3.0
3.0
1.31
1.0
2.96

25.0
25.0
10.9
8.3
25.0
1.4
0.4
1.4
0.6

Imported finewares

La Graufesenque samian (LGF SA)
Amphorae

Baetican (BAT AM2)
Cadiz (CAD AM)
Gaulish (GAL AM1)
Sub-total

5

5

Mort aria

Verulamium region (VER WH)

32

15

Local wares

Early Severn Valley \\?are (SVW OX2)
Early wheel-thrown black sandy
Savernake type (SAV GT)
Early Wiltshire oxidised
?Kingsholm flagon fabric
Early Wiltshire grey
Mica-dusted
Grog tempered
?local red-slipped
?London-ware type fine grey
miscellaneous reduced

4
5/15
6/13
9
11
17
52

16
77
133
39
21
166
6
4
2

11
69
97
8
6
159
5
3

22

1
8

180
750
2430
320
147
1283
44
40
25
21
219

Sub-total

487

368

5459

11.83

Total

510

386

5972

13.19

.17

.05
.17

.07
.1

98
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POTIERY GROUP 332 COMPOSITION

Fab .RS,0. 17, f'/o
Fab .S, 3.07, 23%

Fig. 49 Quantification by EVEs of the composition
by fabric of Pottery Group 332 from Stepstairs Lane

of the tow n. Groups of comparable date derive mainly
from the area of the Leaholme fort to the north-west,
which increases the risk of a large residual component
from the underlying military occupation. The single
quantified gro up from this area is almost exactly
comparable in terms of size and date (CE V, table 19,
Ceramic Phase 2; c. AD 75- 100/120).
The samian from Group 332 is exclusively South
Gaulish (La Graufesenque). Four of the twelve vessels
represented are pre-Flavian, while the remainder are
Flavian (see listing in dating evidence section above).
Non-sigillata finewares are predomin antl y of North
Wiltshire manufacture. White-slipped fabric TF9
includes a 'collared' flagon probabl y derived from
pre-Flavian 'Hofheim' types and simi lar to forms
known from Gloucester (Rawes 1972, no . 111 ). Also
present in this fabric are examples of honey pots and a
beaker with 'ledge' rim which can be directly paralleled
among 1st-century AD groups from St Michael's Field
(CE I, fig. 55, no. 187 and fig. 50, no . 32). Mica-dusted
ware (TF 52) occurs as curved-sided platters and a thinwalled beaker similar to an example from a Flaviandated context (CE I, fig. 63, no . 425). A ring-necked
flagon in probable Kingsholm fabric (TF 11 ) is likel y to
be residual.
Coarsewares are dominated by three types: reduced
North Wiltshire fabrics (TF 5 and TF 17) and grogtempered Savernake type grey wares (TF 6 and TF 13).
Of this material, black-sandy fabrics TF 5/TF 15
demonstrate the greatest variety of forms and include
platters, bowls and lids which are closel y comparable to
previo usl y published (Flavian) gro ups (CE I, fig. 55,
nos 193- 7; fig. 56, no . 232). Gre y ware TF 17 and grogtempered g re y wares includes a number of sherds with
clay slip rustication, a feature of Flavian to Hadrianic
gro ups elsewhere in Cirencester. Conspicuous by their
absence are sherds of Dorset Black-Burnished ware (TF
74). Correspondingly, vessel form s in black-firing
fabrics TF 5 and TF 15 which imitate Black-Burnished
ware, are also absent. Importation of Dorset BlackBurnished ware into Cirencester prior to c. AD 120 is

thought to be little more than a ' trickle' (CE I, 168). Its
appearance after this date in rapidl y increasing
quantities is also, it seems, marked by efforts to cop y
the common jar and bowl forms in the locally made
wares (CE II, MF 1, C13). All indications are that the
assemblage dates to the Flavian or possibly Trajanic
period (c. AD 70- 11 0), with o nl y a very few residual
pre-Fiavian vessels present.
The composition of Group 332 compares in most
respects to that from St Michael's Field (CE V, table
19). The range of fabrics represented (Table 7) is similar
with local material, particularl y reduced types , heavil~·
dominant in both groups . Samian is slightly more
common in the St Michael's Fi eld g roup, which may be
residual from the underl ying military occupation there.
The samian clearl y dominates the non-flagon fineware
component of both groups, with o nly small amounts of
mica-dusted wares and fine g rey wares. Group 332 also
includes si ngle instances of a presumabl y local (north
Wiltshire) red-slipped platter and a fine g re y ware bowl,
possibly in the 'London-ware' style. The balance of
certain coarseware fabrics is in some respects divergent
in Group 332 compared to the St Michael's Field
material. North Wiltshire oxidised TF 9 is significantly
more abundant at St Michael's Field, whereas reduced
fabrics TF5 and Savernake type TF 6fTF 13 occur in
greater quantities here. It is unclear whether such
differences are an effect of the chronology, alth ough the
presence of Central Gaulish samian and sherds of
Dorset Black-Burnished ware at St Michael's Field
indicate that the group was collecting material until
c. AD 100/120, somewhat later than Group 332.

Coins
All co in s were of copper alloy . Condition is mixed and
not all were fu lly identifiable. Early Roman coins
include issues ofVespasian (A D 69- 79) and Trajan (A D
103- 11 ). Most coins are late, the majority of identifiable
types dating to the second half of the 4th century AD .
The dearth of issues of the House of Constantine is
surpmmg.
Cu lti vation la yer 304. Period 5. Vespasian, Dupondius,
reverse illegible . AD 69- 79 .
2. Cultivation la yer 303. Period 2. Trajan, Dupondius, AD
103- 11. RIC 505.
3. Cultivation la ye r 302. Peri od 5. r\E1, Corroded and
illegible. Late 1stfearly 2nd .
4. Cultivation la yer 303. Period 2. AE4 )copy, corroded and
illegible. 4th century.
5. Quarry pit fill423 . Period 5. AE4, corroded and illegible .
4th century .
6. Quarry pit fill417. Peri od 5. AE4, corroded and illegible.
4th century.
7. Quarry pit fill423. Period 5. AE4, corroded and illegible.
4th century.
8. Pit fill 409. Period 4. AE4 ?copy, corroded and illegible.
4th century .
9. Culti vat io n la ye r 302. Period 5. AE4 copy. Corroded and
illegible. 4th century.
10. La ye r 358. Period 4. AE4 minim cop1·. Corroded and
illeg ible. 4th century.
11. Cultivation la yer 302. Peri od 5. Theodora r\ E3. P lET AS
ROM ANA, Trier. 337- 41 . HK 120.
1.
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12. Well 443. Period 5. Theodora AE3. PIETAS
ROMANA. Mintmark illegible. AD 337-41.
13. Cultivation layer 302. Period 5. Valentinian IjValensj
Gratian AE3. SECURITAS REIPUBLICAE. Mintmark
illegible. AD 364-78.
14. Cultivation layer 320. Period 2. Valentinian IjValensj
Gratian AE4 ?copy. SECURITAS REIPUBLICAE.
Mintmark illegible. AD 364-78.
15. Cultivation layer 320. Period 2. Valentinian IjValens/
Gratian AE3. SECURITAS REIPUBLICAE. Mintmark
illegible. AD 364-78.
16. Demolition layer 356. Period 4. Valentinian IjValens/
Gratian AE3. SECURIT AS REIPUBLICAE, Lyons.
AD 367-75. CK 317-26.
17. Cultivation layer 302. Period 5. Gratian AE3 ?copy.
Mintmark illegible. Obverse shows wreath. AD 37887.
18. Quarry pit fill 419. Period 5. Gratian AE3. Mintmark
illegible. Obverse shows wreath. AD 378-87.
19. Garden/cultivation soil 320. Period 2. AE4. SALUS
REIPUBLICAE. Mintmark illegible. AD 388-402.
20. Garden/cultivation soil 321. Period 5. AE4. SALUS
REIPUBLICAE ?copy. Mintmark illegible. AD 388402.
21. Well fill 367. Period 2. AE4. SALUS REIPUBLICAE
?copy. Mintmark illegible. AD 388-402.

22. Cultivation layer 303. Period 2. AE3. VICTORIA AUG.
Mintmark illegible. AD 388-402.

Brooches (Fig. 50)
1. Subsoil378. Period 1. Nauheim derivative brooch. Copper
alloy. Four coil spring with internal chord. Flat, strip-like
bow, with two parallel rows of square punched decoration
down each side. The catchplate is plain. Length 54mm.
Simple, one-piece brooches such as this are known from the
1st century BC. This particular form, characterised by broad
flat bow decorated with parallel lines of punched decoration,
can be readily paralleled from various sites, mainly in centralsouthern England. A number of examples of the type, which
almost certainly dates from the mid 1st century AD, were
recovered from Wanborough, \'{iiltshire (Butcher 2001, nos
5-14).
2. Wall construction backfill476. Period 3. Copper alloy with
iron pin. Complete moulded plate brooch with four enamelled
lugs. The central plate and umbonate projection are plain. The
enamel in the lugs appears yellow-green. The hinge is a simple
perforated lug type and the catchplate is simple and sturdy.
Length 34mm. A brooch of identical form is known from
Nor'nour, Isles of Scilly (Hull 1968, no. 201 ). This form of
brooch together with the similar but composite construction
'Tutulus' forms is broadly dateable to the 2nd century AD.
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Fig. 50

Stepstairs Lane. Objects of copper alloy (nos 1-2) and worked bone (nos 3-4) (scale 1:1)

50 mm
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Worked bone (Fig. 50)
3. Occupation layer 426. Period 2. Complete round-bowled
spoon. Handle and underside of bowl are highly polished.
Length 78mm. Width of bowl 25mm. Similar spoons are
known from most larger Roman towns in Britain and a
workshop producing these items is known from Winchester
(Crummy 1983, 69). Comparable examples are widely known,
although predominantly from major towns and most
probably date to the second half of the 1st or 2nd century
AD (Crummy 1983). The narrowing extension of the handle
to the underside of the bowl serves no practical function, but
mimics the form of similar spoons in metal.
4. Quarry pit fill 423. Period 5. Two joining fragments from
the side plate of a comb. Decorated with large roundels and
small rings and dots, with diagonal slashes to the single
surviving edge. Portion of one rounded rivet hole survives.
Surviving length 30mm. Thickness 1.3mm. The deep, flat
and straight-sided plate is consistent with it deriving from a
double-sided composite comb. Combs of this type have a
long period of currency, extending from the Anglo-Saxon
period to the 11th-13th century. Even with more complete
examples there is little to distinguish early from late examples
(MacGregor 1985, 93-4). The decoration on this example is
characteristic of the type, and a very similar scheme
alternating paired small rings and dots with larger twinringed roundels occurs on an early Anglo-Saxon (Anglian)
comb from Settle, North Yorkshire (ibid., fig. 51f).

Worked stone (Fig. 51) by Fiona Roe
5. Layer 336. Period 2. Quem fragment of Niedermendig
lava. The fragment is probably from a rotary quem. The
surviving rim area is too small for accurate measurement of
its diameter. It is an upper stone with a raised rim around the
circumference, and has a wedge-shaped slot for a handle cut
into the upper surface and a thickening of the edge at this
point. Neidermendig querns, originating from the Mayen
quarries of Germany, were used throughout the Roman
period. Querns of this type are highly susceptible to decay

0

Fig. 51
(scale 1:4)

200mm

Stepstairs Lane. Niedermendig lava quem

and this fragment is unusual in preserving its handle fixing
and other features.

Stamped tile
One unstratified fragment of ceramic tile possessed an
incomplete stamp T. [, almost certainly of the TPF fTPF A
series (RIB II.5, 2489.44-9).

The biological remains
A single 25-litre soil sample was taken for the recovery
of environmental remains from charcoal-rich layer 358
in the bottom of oven 361. It probably represents waste
from the last use of the oven. The sample was processed
using standard methods of flotation.

Charred plant remains by Wendy Carruthers
A total of 242 charred plant fragments was recovered
from the sample (Table 8). The remains were not
particularly well preserved, with many of the cereal
grains being vacuolated and fragmented. The assemblage was dominated by bread-type wheat (Triticum
aestivum-type), indeterminate wheat grains (Triticum
sp.) and indeterminate cereal grains. Also present were
hulled barley (Hordeum vulgm·e) and large vetch seeds
( Vicia( Latlijrus sp.) and a variety of other fragments of
seeds in very low quantities.
Unusually for the Roman period, no confirmed
occurrences of hulled wheats (emmer and spelt) were
recorded, either as grain or chaff fragments. While a
few Roman sites have produced large deposits of breadtype wheat, such as the granary at South Shields (Van
der Veen 1988), hulled wheats are usually also present.
It is not until the Anglo-Saxon period that naked breadtype wheats are the only type of wheat recovered from
charred plant assemblages. It is possible that the deposit
represents an exclusively bread-wheat crop being dried
in the oven. However, some chaff fragments of hulled
wheats might be expected in a Roman deposit, as chaff
was frequently used as tinder and is readily preserved by
charring (Van der Veen 1989).
A further unusual factor of the deposit was the
presence of cultivated vetch seeds ( Vicia sativa ssp.
sativa). Although only two seeds retained hilums
enabling identifications to be made, ten other vetch
seeds were recorded of a size (3-4mm diameter, average
= 3.5mm) which is much larger than most weedy
vetch(tare seeds. Vicia sativa was recorded in a charred
assemblage from the Roman port at Caerleon (Helbaek
1964), but that assemblage is thought to have been
imported. Confirmed cultivated vetch (V. sativa ssp.
sativa) is usually found in medieval assemblages, for
instance 12th-century deposits at Raunds, Northamptonshire (Campbell 1994). The remaining weed taxa
provide no further clues as to the date of the deposit, as
they are commonly recovered from charred plant
assemblages dating from the Iron Age onwards. They
included field madder (Sherardia arvensis) and docks
(Rumex sp.).
The nature of the charred plant assemblage from
the oven is therefore unusual for the late Roman
period. Remarkably few archaeobotanical assemblages
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Table 8: The charred plant remains from oven 361 (context 358) at Stepstairs Lane
KEY: Habitats: * = cultivated plant; A = arable; C = cultivated land; D = disturbed soils; G = grassland; H = hedgerows; S
= scrub; W = woods
Taxa

Common name

Habitat

No.

Triticum aestivum-type
T. aestivumjspelta
Triticum sp.
Hordeum vu!gare L.
Hordeum zJU!gare L.
Avena sp.
Indeterminate cereal grains
Cereal-sized culm node
Bromus sect. Bromus
Rumex sp.
Sberardia arvemis L.
Sambucus nigra L.
Vicia saliva ssp. satizJa
ViciaJLathyru.r sp.

Free-threshing bread-type wheat grain
Bread-typejspelt wheat grain
Indeterminate wheat grain
Twisted lateral six-row barley grain
Hulled barley grain
Wildjcultivated oat grain

*
*
*
*
*
A*
*
*
A
CDG
CD
DHS\\1
*
*CH

63
3
65
4
5
4
76

Chess caryopsis
Dock achene
Field madder nutlet
Elderberry seed
Cultivated vetch seed (3.5mm)
Large vetch seeds (3-4mm)

2
5
1
2
10

242

Total

have been examined from Cirencester and it is
therefore difficult to place this assemblage in context.
Evidence for large-scale processing of spelt wheat
during the later Roman period has been recovered
from a number of sites in southern and central
England, as for instance at Ilchester (Murphy 1976).
The fact that there was no evidence of this in oven 361
could be due to the chance nature of preservation by
charring. In conclusion, the charred bread wheat,
barley and cultivated vetch could represent imported
crops being dried in the oven in its last period of use.
Although the pottery dates the oven to the late 3rd or
4th century AD, radiocarbon dating needs to be
carried out on the charred plant remains before they
can be considered to be an early record of cultivated
vetch.

Charcoal by Phi! Austin
The sample submitted for assessment was composed of
two separate sub-samples, one each from the flot and
residue, containing an approximate total of 600
fragments. As only one sample was being assessed, 25
fragments from each of the sub-samples were identified;
a total of 50 fragments for the sample. Preservation
varied from good to poor.

A total of five taxa, all indigenous to the UK, was
identified (Table 9). Quercus sp. (oak) was the most
abundant of these, followed by Prunus sp. (black thorn,
cherries) and Corylus avellana (hazel). However, given
the low quantity of material studied it is unlikely that
this is an accurate reflection of actual relative taxon
abundance. The genera Salix (willows) and Populus
(poplars) are difficult to distinguish anatomically and,
though some fragments of this taxon are believed to be
Salix sp., this determination lacks certainty. Differentiation between species of Prunus was similarly
inconclusive. A few fragments were tentatively identified as P. spinosa (blackthorn). The virtually indistinguishable wood anatomy of the Maloideae prevents
differentiation between members of this sub-family of
the Rosaceae; which includes the genera Sorbus (rowan,
whitebeams, wild service tree), Pyrus (pear), Malus
(apple) and Crataegus sp. (hawthorn). Hawthorn is the
most likely representative of the Maloideae on this site.
The majority of fragments of all taxa derived from
round-wood. In many instances this appeared to be
from small diameter round-wood and a number of
fragments were further identified as twig-wood. Only
fragments of oak consistently appeared to derive from
larger round-wood. Evidence of woodworking was
noted in a single fragment of hazel.

Table 9: Assessment of the wood charcoal from oven 361 (context 358) at Stepstairs Lane
KEY: RW = roundwood; SW= stemwood; SP = sapwood; TW = twigjtwigwood; ID= insect damage (boreholes); FH =fungal
hyphae; A= angiosperm (hardwood); Ty =tyloses.
Taxa

Count

Weight (g)

8

0.787

Maloideae
Prunus sp.
Quercus sp.
SalixjPopu!us sp.
Indeterminate

5
11
17
5
4

0.380
0.959
1.156
0.716
0.195

Total

50

4.193

Cm]' Ius avellana

Comments
Most: small RW; Some: ?RWJTW, ID, FH.
Includes 1 fragment with probable worked end
All: RW
Most: RW; Some: ?TW, FH. Includes cf. P. spinosa
Most: RWjSW. No Ty; Some: SP
Most: RW, TW; Some: ID, FH
All: A. Includes 2 ?bark fragments
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The range of wood identified provides some insight
into the woods locally available in the later Roman
period. The sample contains both woodland-forming
trees, notably oak, and taxa that prefer more open
conditions, such as Prunus. Willow/poplar is associated
with damp conditions and is typically present in wet
woodland and in association with ponds, streams and
rivers. It is likely that woodland stands were present
locally within a predominantly open landscape. It is not
possible to establish from the samples if some form of
woodland management or silviculture was practised
locally, although it is highly probable that such
techniques were in use.
The fragment of hazel retaining evidence of
woodworking is of particular interest. It appeared to
be the remnants of the tip from a cut end of a roundwood pole, apparently cut or shaped with a single
oblique stroke. While this indicates that some form of
woodworking was carried out on or near the site,
equally significant is that it demonstrates that the
charcoal recovered from the oven included material
that had previously functioned in another capacity and
had not been purposely gathered as fuel-wood.
The charcoal represents wood burned on the last
occasion that the oven was used. However, it is unclear
how representative this sample is of typical day-to-day
fuel-wood use. Though all taxa are good to excellent as
fuel, the degraded condition of many fragments prior to
burning and the presence of worked wood, small
branches, and twigs, suggest opportunistic use of
whatever was to hand, rather than a well-organised
activity. Possible explanations include a decline or halt
in the availability of fresh wood supplies or that the
sample reflects an episode in which woody debris was
disposed of by burning in the oven, independent of its
usual function.

Animal bone by Ellen Hambleton
Sample size and preservation
A total of 1325 fragments of animal bone was recovered
by hand excavation from the site, 1275 of them from

Table 10: Animal bone fragment counts from deposits
at Stepstairs Lane (hand recovered only)
KEY: NISP = number of specimens identified to species

Period 2
NISP

Total
%

NISP

Cow
Sheep/Goat
Pig
Dog
Horse
Deer

204
181
58
6
4
1

Sub-total (identified)

454

724

Bird
Unidentified mammal

6
342

12
589

Total

802

1325

44.9
39.9
12.8
1.3
0.9
0.2

320
302
85
9
7

%
44.2
41.7
11.7
1.2

1.0
0.1

stratified contexts. It was possible to identify 55% of
this assemblage (724 fragments) to species level (Table
10). A full assessment report is contained in the site
archive. It did not recommend any further work on this
assemblage, and this report therefore provides a
summary of the principal conclusions of the study. By
far the majority of the fauna! material (1 052 fragments)
came from Roman contexts. Most bone-yielding
contexts produced only relatively small hand-recovered
assemblages, although several stratigraphic groups did
produce assemblages of greater than a hundred
fragments. The largest collection of faunal material
(335 fragments) came from the garden soils/refuse
deposits. The state of preservation of the fauna! remains
for each context was assigned to one of five categories
from good to poor. Most contexts (52) produced
moderately preserved assemblages with some evidence
of fragmentation, gnawing and occasional surface
erosion. Only a very small number of contexts
produced assemblages that could be described as quite
good or good. A small number of burnt fragments were
recovered from several different contexts but there is no
evidence for extensive burning of faunal material.
Overall the assemblage can be described as moderately
well preserved at best.

Species representation and assemblage composition
Among the 724 identified hand-recovered fragments,
the assemblage is dominated by domestic species, in
particular cattle (44% ), sheep/goat (42%) and to a lesser
extent pig (12%). Dog (1 %) and horse (1 %) are also
present in small numbers. There is a distinct lack of wild
species, represented only by a single fragment of antler
(possibly that of red deer). Bird remains are only
present in low numbers. Several of these fragments
were identified as domestic fowl (chicken), while duck
(mallard/domestic duck) and raven are also present.
There is variation apparent in the relative abundance of
species between different periods, but the sample sizes
for most periods are too small to provide any reliable
indication of relative species importance. Only the
Period 2 sample is large enough to warrant any detailed
consideration of species representation. From a total of
802 fragments recovered, 454 were identified to
mammal species, with cattle (45%) and sheep/goat
(40%) fairly equally represented in the fragment counts.
Pig is the third most abundant species (13% ), while dog
(1% ), horse (1%) and deer (0.2%) are present in only
small numbers. Variation in the relative abundance of
cattle and sheep/goat is apparent within different
features assigned to this period. Within the garden
deposits consisting of cultivation layers and pits,
probably dug for the disposal of domestic refuse,
cattle (52%) are substantially more abundant than
sheep/goat (28%) in the assemblage of 208 identified
fragments. The relative abundance of pig (17%) is high
in this group compared to other major Romano-British
groups across the site. This pattern of species
abundance is a reflection of the assemblages that
derived from two of the cultivation soils (303 and
412). However, a third large group from the fill of pit
477 produced hand-recovered cattle and sheep/goat
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fragments in equal numbers (although sheep/goat was
more abundant than cattle in the sieved sample from
this context). The sheep bones from pit 477 were mostly
metapodials and some cranial fragments (including one
hornless specimen) could represent a deposit of primary
butchery waste from the processing of sheep carcasses.
The majority of cattle remains from the pit have chop
marks which also suggests butchery waste, although a
broader suite of skeletal elements is represented than for
sheep.
A number of other contexts also produced assemblages worthy of note. A collection of 27 sheep
fragments from levelling deposit 455 associated with
the construction of Building A could represent primary
butchery waste from the processing of a sheep carcass.
Most areas of the body are represented and the bones
could all belong to the same old adult individual. There
are knife cuts indicative of skinning on the right
metacarpal and other evidence of butchery on the
pelvis, skull and vertebrae. Another of these levelling
dumps (428) produced 24 fragments of sheep/goat,
including several complete bones and associated groups
of articulating and butchered vertebrae from the
cervical, thoracic and lumbar regions, as well as a
matching pair of complete femur and part of the pelvis,
which also bore butchery marks. The assemblage from
dump 428 therefore appears also to represent the
butchery waste from the processing of at least one sheep
carcass. By contrast the fill of well 366 was dominated
by cattle (65%). Sheepjgoat was the only species
identified in the bulk sieved sample from the fill of pit
439. At least two individuals are represented in this
assemblage but the majority belong to the skeleton of a
single young sheep, aged 1-2 years at death. Butchery
marks on the femur, tibia, ribs and lumbar vertebrae
indicate that the carcass had been processed.

Ageing and metrical data
The ageing data are very limited. Fusion data were
available for cattle, sheep/goat, pig, horse and dog but
the sample sizes are too small to provide a reliable
indication of mortality patterns. General observations
made during the assessment scan noted the presence of
both adults and juveniles in the cattle and sheep/goat
assemblages, including the presence of some very
porous bones belonging to very young infantjneonatal
or possibly even foetal individuals. As with the ageing
data, the number of fragments with the potential of
providing metrical data is small and no single period
assemblage contains sufficient numbers of measurable
fragments to warrant any detailed analysis.

Butchery data
Butchery marks were not quantified as part of the
assessment scan, but general observations were made
and occasional specific comments noted. Both chop
marks and knife cuts were observed on all three species,
although the knife cuts most commonly noted relate to
probable skinning marks on proximal sheep metapodials and cattle 1st phalanges. There were examples of
cleaver butchery marks on some sheep/goat fragments
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as well as knife butchery. The cattle butchery in the
assemblage is characterised by heavy chop marks from a
cleaver or similar heavy-bladed tool. Observations
included horizontal and oblique chops through many
long bone epiphyses, probably associated with disarticulation, and also some examples of saggital chops
on the distal humerus and tibia probably indicative of
marrow extraction. Also apparent on numerous cattle
long bone shafts are surface axial scrapes from a heavy
blade made during meat removal (filleting). The type of
butchery marks evident on the cattle, sheep/goat and
pig remains from Stepstairs Lane are typical of those
observed and discussed in other contemporary deposits
at Cirencester and indeed at several other RomanoBritish urban sites (see the discussion of the animal
bones from Trinity Road; p. 103).

Summmy and discussion
The overall composition of the assemblage from the
Period 2 deposits from Stepstairs Lane shares similarities with many other urban Romano-British sites in
that domestic species predominate and cattle and sheep/
goat are well represented. Cattle, although only slightly
more abundant than sheepjgoat in terms of fragment
count, clearly provided the main meat component of
the diet, which is typical of other Romano-British urban
sites (King 1978; 1999: CE V, 352-70). However, cattle
fragments do not significantly outnumber sheep/goat in
the assemblage, nor is the overall percentage of pig
particularly high, which according to King could be
considered an assemblage profile more typical of a
native rural site. It should be noted, however, that such
broad patterns fail to take into account the considerable
intra-site variability often seen on urban sites, and
already demonstrated within Cirencester (CE V, 35270). The assemblage from Stepstairs Lane represents
only part of the picture of animal consumption and
deposition in Roman Cirencester.
Comparisons with other assemblages from Cirencester are clearly relevant when considering the composition of the Period 2 assemblage at Stepstairs Lane.
Maltby (CE V, 354) noted considerable variation in the
relative abundance of cattle, sheepjgoat and pig among
the different assemblages from Cirencester, a feature
that is also borne out by the assemblages from this
excavation and that at Trinity Road (see below). In
reporting on a series of assemblages analysed in the
early 1990s, he categorised the material into three main
groups based on species representation. The Stepstairs
Lane assemblage appears most similar to those from
Sheep Street and Querns Road, which fall into his Type
3 category. At these sites cattle and sheepjgoat
fragments are fairly equally represented at around
40% each and there are slightly fewer pigs (c. 15-20% ).
Overall there is a slightly lower prevalence of pig in the
Period 2 Stepstairs Lane assemblage (13%) than at
Sheep Street and Querns Road but the pattern is
nevertheless broadly similar. The Type 3 sites are also
typified by the absence of any large-scale dumping of
cattle bones and the presence of a reasonably high
proportion of domestic refuse. The Stepstairs Lane
material is mainly derived from garden deposits and pits
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and the evidence for small-scale processing of sheep and
mixed deposits of cattle and sheep bones appears to be
representative of domestic waste. Certainly the assemblages from this site contain no large deposits of cattle
like those found at other sites in Cirencester, Winchester and Dorchester which are associated with a meat
market and large-scale specialist butchery (ibid.; Maltby
1994). Although no quantitative analysis of the
butchery was carried out as part of the assessment,
the butchery marks observed here clearly followed
similar patterns of butchery in the cattle and sheepjgoat
assemblages to those discussed by Maltby (CE V, 354;
Maltby 1989) from Cirencester and other RomanoBritish towns.

Discussion
The excavations at Stepstairs Lane revealed evidence
for Roman activity dating from the late 1st century to
the 3rd or 4th century AD. If the Period 1 consolidation
can be viewed as the preparation of the site for the
construction of Building A, then that event can be
dated to the Flavian-Trajanic period. Occupation
material 426 resting on the first floor of Building A
included a sherd of Antonine samian and BlackBurnished ware. The floor was replaced on another
two occasions before the building was demolished,
which is therefore unlikely to have occurred before the
late 2nd century. There is little useful dating evidence
for the construction of Building B, and only a broad late
2nd or 3rd-century date can be ascribed for this event.
Building B appears to have fallen into disrepair
sometime after the later 3rd century AD.
Although the hydrology of the town during the
Roman period is not fully understood, it would appear
that in pre-Roman times a river channel flowed through
Watermoor and rejoined the main course of the Churn
to the south-east of the site adopted for the Silchester
Gate (CE V, 8-11). Any such channel would have lain
to the north of the excavation area, at the base of the
north-east facing slope encountered during the excavation, and it is quite probable that this site was
susceptible to flooding. This would explain the
presence of the series of short-lived drainage ditches
that went out of use some time in the 2nd century AD at
the eastern end of the site and also the requirement for
consolidation of the site prior to development. The
ditches were aligned perpendicularly to the line of
Street C and it is likely that they would have drained
directly into a ditch running alongside it.
As the main parts of both Buildings A and B appear
to have been situated outside the excavation area,
interpretation of their function is very difficult. It is
possible that Building B represents the rear of a
building fronting on to Street C. This would mean
that the building would have extended at least 27m back
from the street frontage. The presence of an oven in
Building B suggests a non-domestic use for this room.
A similar horseshoe-shaped oven is known from Shop
V.3 in insula V (CE V, 206-9), and an interpretation of
Building B as the rear part of a shop is possible.
The evidence for the robbing of stone and digging of
pits and wells in the medieval period is of some note as

the main focus of medieval Cirencester lay to the north
of Lewis LanejQuerns Lane. Throughout the medieval
period, the site is believed to have lain within a large
meadow known as the Lewes (Slater 1976a, fig. 6. 7).
In recent times, as part of an initiative to establish a
'new town' in Watermoor by a property speculator, the
'New Town Hall' was built on the site in 1922. This
building was demolished in 1971 and replaced with
modern garage blocks. It is evident that the extensive
truncation observed across the site is attributable to this
modern development.

INVESTIGATIONS BY THE
TIME TEAM IN INSULA IX, 1999
by Neil Holbrook and Katie Hirst
Trial excavation was undertaken at four locations within
insula IX as part of a Time Team television programme in
1999 (Hirst 2003). The excavations were supplemented
by geophysical surveys in St Michael's Park and the
gardens of 50-56 Chester Street, Stonewalls House and
One Plus One Nursery (see Fig. 20).

The geophysical survey
Seven areas totalling approximately 1.2ha were surveyed by GSB Prospection Ltd using the resistance
technique, and two of these were additionally subjected
to gradiometery totalling 0.4ha (Figs 52-53). A full
report has been prepared on the survey (GSB 1999) and
the following account summarises only the most
archaeologically significant results. Within St Michael's
Park a linear band of high resistance clearly equates
with the projected line of Ermin Street. To the northeast of Ermin Street a broad area of high resistance
parallel to the street is likely to reflect rubble derived
from a range of buildings, and within this zone a
number of linear and rectilinear high resistance
responses which probably represent wall lines are
visible in the filtered data. Overall it is difficult to
make much of their plan although there appears to have
been a substantial range of shops or other buildings
c. 25m deep. The gap between the buildings and the
street might have been occupied by a portico similar to
those found flanking Ermin Street to both the northwest and south-east of this point. The data in the
western half of the park are dominated by a large area of
low resistance. It is most likely that this response is due
to an increased depth of topsoil resulting from the
levelling and landscaping of the park in the recent past.
A number of high resistance anomalies in the southwestern part of the survey area have some elements of
rectilinearity, and might be of archaeological significance, although they could also reflect debris associated
with landscaping. The broad area of high resistance to
the south-east of the tennis courts is also more likely to
reflect landscaping than the alignment of Street G of the
Roman town. It is likely that the resistance anomalies
within the garden of Stonewalls House also relate to
Roman archaeology, although some might also be a
product of more recent activity.
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Fig. 52

100m

St Michael 's Park. High pass filtered data from resisti vity survey by GSB Prospection (1:1000)

The g radiometry data within the park are dominated
by a large area of ferrou s disturbance, a product of
adjacent boundaries and buildings, which has mask ed
an y archaeological respon ses present. A broad linea r
band that is mag neticall y relatively quiet adjacent to a
positi ve linear anomaly can be correlated w ith the line
ofErmin Street. The positive anoma ly is likely to reAect
a roadside ditch. Further ano malies to the north-east of
Ermin Street ma y also be associated with Roman
st ructures, altho ug h the y do no t have an y clearl y
recog nisable pattern. Positive anomalies within the
ga rden of Stonewalls Ho use are likely to have an
archaeological origin and testify to the presence of
burnt or fired material. The areas of resistance survey
within the gardens of 50, 52, 54 and 56 Chester Street
and the One Plu s One nurse ry were of too small an
extent for reliable interpretatio ns of the data to be
obtained.
The excavations

56 Chester Street
A trench 3 X 3m sq uare (see Fig. 20, 1999 Trench 1) was
opened in the back ga rden of 56 Chester Street in order
to investigate the area around the site of a tessellated
pavement di scovered c. 1864 while building an out-

hou se to Claremont Pl ace, Chester Street (Beecham
1887, 271; Haverfield 1920, pi. XI, no. 34). l t was
quickly established that no pre vio us investigation o f
Ro man levels had taken place within the bo unds of the
trench, although a Victorian intrusion o n the edge of
the trench may relate to the di scove ry of the pavement
just o utside the area examined. Excava tion did not
continue below late Ro man levels associated with a
maso nr y building, and natural was not reached in any
place.
The masonry building was represented by a mortared
limestone wall, 0.38- 0.5m wide, which survived to a
hei g ht of 0.7m (106) (Fig. 54). This defined the inside
corner of a probable corridor which turned throug h a
rig ht-angle . The width of the corridor was no t
established although, based on the desig n of the
mosaic and ass uming that the borders were of eq ual
width, it would have been abo ut 2.30m. A m osaic
pa vement had been laid over the foundation trench 125
for the wall. Within the south-western corridor the
scheme was a running pelta pattern, the peltae outlined
in dark blue-g rey and infilled red and white with dark
blue-g re y centres; the central point of each termin ated
in a T-shape (Figs 55 6). Th e panel in the north -west
corridor was based o n a scheme of alternate sq uares and
po ised squares creatin g triang les at the margins where
the latter were truncated b!· the frame of simple
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Reproduced from the 2008 Ordnance Survey digital map with the permission
of Ordnance Survey on behalf of The Controller of Her Matesty's Stationery Office
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g uilloche. The mosaics probably date to the 4th century
AD. The junction of the two panels was patched in
antiquity with blue lias slate, tile and loose tesserae in a
rough attempt to continue the original pattern. Overlying the repair was a ragged-edged spread of white
mortar which was presumabl y left over from that event.
The mosaic in the north-wes t corridor was cut
through by a stone-lined drain 119, 0.42m wide. The
drain passed though the wall beneath a lintel stone
which had been inserted into the original fabric. The
drain was filled with deposits of silt (127, 118, 116), one
of which spread beyond its wa ll s and covered part of the
mosaic. The fills of the drain contained four coins (A D
330- 45, 337- 40 and two uncertain 4th-century AD
issues; nos 9, 10, 95, 96) and a small amount of pottery
including two sherds of late shell-tempered ware
suggesting a date after c. AD 360 for the final filling .

The mosaic Aoor was covered in one area with light
grey sand y silt, possibl y street wash, which was in turn
sealed by a spread of mortar, possibly the remnants of a
much disturbed surface . Overlying deposits of demolition rubble contained tile, painted pl aster, coins,
pottery, bone and iron nails. The latest artefacts from
these layers comprised coins of AD 388- 402, 388- 92
and 364- 78 (nos 73, 57, 42) and late shell-tempered
pottery. Elsewhere the mosaic Aoor was directl y
overlain by a dark earth which contained 12th to
15th-century pottery along with residual Roman wares .
The dark earth was cut by a Victorian intrusion which is
likel y to relate to the discovery of the tessellated
pavement recorded by Beecham. The intru sion had
been backfilled with a series of deposits which
contained numerous frag ments of rile, plaster, oyster
shell, slag, pottery, bone, iron and copper-alloy objects.
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Fig. 54

56 Chester Street. Plan of Time Team trench 1 (1:40)

Most of the pottery is residual, dating from the late
Roman period with some post-medieval sherds.
It is difficult to reconstruct the layout of the building
from this very limited investigation. It was presumably
a town house, and one possibility is that the corridor
ran around two sides of an open courtyard 104, into
which the drain emptied. In this case the main range of
rooms would have lain to the north-west and southwest. There would be sufficient room to the north-west
for a corridor c. 3m wide and a range c. 8m wide in the
available space to the extrapolated frontage of the insula
with Street G (if we assume that the street was c. 7-8m
w ide as has been found elsewhere in Cirencester). The
south-west range of the town house presumably lay
behind the buildings detected in the geophysical survey
flanking Ermin Street. This building has be termed

Fig. 55 56 Chester Street. Time Team trench 1 showing mosaic with drain cut through it (scales both 2m)

IX.1 as it is probably part of the same structure marked
in this general location by Wacher (1963, fig. 1)

Discussion of the mosaics by S. Cosh and D .S. Neal
A running pelta pattern is fairly common in Britain and,
where it is possible to ascertain date, has been found in a
4th-century AD context. Only one other example of
this design has been found within the walled area of
Cirencester, however, a narrow panel on a mosaic from
Ashcroft House. This has been attributed by D .]. Smith
to his Corinian Saltire School (CE III, 209- 18, figs 130,
134) which operated in the mid 4th century AD.
Another narrow panel of running pelta pattern occurs
on an Orpheus pavement from Barton Farm just
outside the town, which sealed a coin of Allectus (AD
293- 6) and has been dated to the first half of the 4th
century AD. Neither matches the form or colour of the
Chester Street mosaic. A closer parallel is the mosaic
paving the porticus of Box villa, near Bath (Cosh and
Neal 2005, no. 233.1 ). Although a 2nd-century AD date
is possible there, it could have been laid during the late
3rd or 4th-century AD rebuild ('the mosaic and
character of the make-up inclines towards the later
[date]'; Hurst et al. 1987, 27). Pavements in town houses
of the 2nd century AD tend to be composed of coarse
tesserae, normally simple patterns in red and grey.
Running pelta patterns are employed in corridors at
Lydney (Bathurst 1879, pl. XIV), Whittington Court
(O'Neil 1952, 39-40, pl. IV), Castle Copse, Wiltshire
(Cosh and Neal 2005, no. 238.3), Wellow, Somerset
(ibid., no. 219.3) and on another extremely rare example
in Britain of fine mosaic paving two arms of the porticus
at Somerleigh Court, Dorchester (ibid., no. 165.34). All
are dateable to the 4th century AD .
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Stonewalls H ouse
A trench, 2.9 X 1.9m, was excavated within the
grounds of Stonewalls House to examine the area
around the site of a tessellated pavement marked on the
1875 Ordnance Survey map and Beecham's (1887) map
of the Roman town (see Fig. 20, 1999 Trench 4). It was
presumably this discovery which led Wacher (1963, fig.
1) to designate this area as building IX.2 on his town
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"·

56 Chester Street. Painting of mosaic by D.S. Neal (1 :25)

The scheme of alternating squares in the other panel
is more normally associated with 2nd-century AD
pavements. The only (fragmentary) example from
Cirencester is probably from the former grounds of
Ashcroft House and has several stylistic characteristics
of the 2nd century AD (Cosh 2007, 12- 13, figs 3- 4), and
the scheme occurs in a probable passage of a house in
Bath dated archaeologically to the same century (Cosh
and Neal2005, no. 188.2). However, the Chester Street
example differs in important respects to the others,
particularly in its lack of double fillets parallel to the
guilloche and, as it is clearly contemporary with the
adjacent running pelta pattern, a 4th-century AD date is
likely. The quality of the mosaic suggests that the
rooms of the ranges were also well appointed and that
the building was of high status.

' ·-

(© D.S. Neal)

plan. In the event little investigation occurred here due
to lack of time, although part of a Roman building was
discovered. A wall aligned north-west to south-east
constructed from roughly faced limestone blocks at
least four courses high was found. It was 0.45m wide
and was probably an internal partition. Abutting the
wall was a mortar floor, which sloped down markedly
away from it due to subsidence (perhaps into a
hypocaust basement or an earlier feature). The floor
was covered by a charcoal-rich occupation deposit
which yielded a coin of AD 388-402 (no. 75). This was
sealed by demolition rubble which contained finds
including a bone die, a copper-alloy spoon and brooch,
a whetstone, fragments of glass and a coin of AD 388402 (no. 65). The wall was cut through by a small pit of
uncertain date, sealed beneath dark earth.

The Firs, Victoria Road
The site of The Firs has long been regarded as being of
high archaeological potential. The house was owned by
the antiquarian Thomas Bravender, and Beecham
records his account of discoveries in this area:
The Firs is on the site of a Roman house, and when the
foundations were dug up a portion of a pavement was found
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with the figure of a bird in the centre. It was left and covered
up, and is now about a yard under the tiles of the present hall.
Pavements and foundations were also found to the south,
west and north, but not on the east side that I remember.
From the absence of Roman remains between The Firs and
the School [the former Grammar School on Victoria Road] it
is possible that there may have been an open space in Roman
times. Some large stones and pillars were found a little to the
north of The Firs which may have been the remains of a
Roman temple at the north-west corner or side of the open
space; sufficient, however, has not been discovered to make
this more than conjecture. (Beecham 1887, 252)

Given the finds of sculpture that had come from this
area Bravender marked this area on his map of Roman
Cirencester, a version of which was published in
Beecham, as 'Site of Roman Temple?'. Accordingly a
trial trench was excavated in the car park of The Firs
with maximum dimensions of 8 X 5.2m (see Fig. 20,
1999 Trench 3). Due to a lack of time only the
uppermost deposits were exposed. These were cleaned
but not otherwise investigated and consequently their
strati graphic relationships were not fully understood. A
probable floor surface was cut by a stone-lined drain
aligned north-east to south-west. The drain was
overlaid by a crudely constructed limestone wall,
l.lm wide, which utilised little mortar. While the wall
was on a general north-west to south-east alignment it
was not exactly aligned with the street grid. A layer of
compacted gravel lay to the north-east of the wall, and
this was cut by a single posthole. The surface was
overlaid by another layer of sandy gravel containing
many fragments of tile. Further to the north in the
trench spreads of silt and isolated patches of a possible
surface were directly overlain by dark earth at least
0.48m thick. Surface cleaning of the uppermost Roman
surfaces produced one coin of the House ofTheodosius
(no. 59), but the deposits are otherwise undated. They
appear to relate to a crudely built late Roman structure,
but lack of investigation precludes any further interpretation.

The finds
The coins by Richard Reece
The coins are not a complete series from the sites in
which investigation took place because the excavations
were concerned with the later deposits. Judged then as
a sample from the later deposits in Cirencester the coins
are very much as would be expected. The sequence
starts as we have come to expect with a number of coins
of AD 345-8, with a few earlier issues. The greatest
concentration comes in the years AD 364 to 378, the
House of Valentinian, and these coins range from
almost fresh to mildly worn. They were therefore not in
circulation for long. The latest coins, of AD 388 to 402,
the House of Theodosius, are well represented and
some of these are in very good condition. The deposits
are therefore towards the end of the 4th century AD, or
very early in the 5th century AD, but not far away from
the year AD 400.
One coin (no. 50) has not been recorded before. This
sounds exciting but, due to the complexities of
mintmarks in the late Roman issues, within a fairly
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clear system, there is nothing surpnsmg in it. Three
emperors were striking two main issues with an everchanging series of mint (batch) marks. At Lyon about
AD 374 Valentinian, Valens and Gratian were striking
issues with Victory or the Emperor. For the mintmark
SJRJLVGP Victory had not been recorded for Gratian
up to now. This fills a gap.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

28.

29.

Claudius II 268-70 RIC 261. Rev: CONSECRATIOAltar. T4, ufs.
Tetricus I 270-73 RIC 121. Rev: SALU AUG - Salus
standing left. T1, ufs.
Barbarous Radiate 270-90. Obv: legend Tetricus II,
portrait Tetricus I. Rev: PAX, Pax standing left. T4, 403.
Barbarous Radiate 270-90. Rev illegible. T1, 104.
Carausius 286-93. Rev uncertain. T4, ufs.
Urbs Roma 330-35. HK 750. Cut Down. Rev: Wolf and
twins. T1, 111.
Urbs Roma 330-45. HK copy of65. Rev: Wolf and twins.
House of Constantine 330-45. Hybrid. Obv: as Urbs
Roma HK 51. Rev: as Constantinopolis as HK52.
Constantinopolis 330-45. HK copy as 52. Rev: Victory on
prow. Tl, 116.
Helena 337-40. HK as 104. Rev: PAX PUBLICA. T1, 116.
Constantius II 324-30. RIC 7, Heraclea 78. Rev:
PROVIDENTIAE CAESS- Gateway. T1, ufs.
Constantius II 345-48. HK? 455. Rev: VICTORIAE DD
AUGG Q NN- Two victories with wreaths. T1, 114.
Constantius II 345-48. HK as 137. Rev: VICTORIAE
DD AUGG Q NN- Two victories with wreaths. T1, ufs.
Constantius II 356-61. CK as 77. Rev: SPES
REIPUBLICE - Emperor standing with spear and
shield. T1, 114.
Constans 345-48. HK 140. Rev: VICTORIAE DD
AUGG Q NN- Two victories with wreaths. Tl, ufs.
Constans 345-48. HK 148. Rev: VICTORIAE DD
AUGG Q NN- Two victories with wreaths. Tl, ufs.
Constans 345-48. HK as 148. Rev: VICTORIAE DD
AUGG Q NN- Two victories with wreaths. T1, ufs.
Constans 345-48. HK 153. Rev: VICTORIAE DD
AUGG Q NN- Two victories with wreaths. T1, 111.
Constans 345-48. HK 158. Rev: VICTORIAE DD
AUGG Q NN- Two victories with wreaths.
Constans 337-41.
HK 243.
Rev:
GLORIA
EXERCITUS- Two soldiers with one standard. T1, ufs.
Constans 348-50. CK 626. Rev: FEL TEMP
REP ARA TIO- Emperor in galley. T2, 201.
Magnentius 350-60. CK as 8. Rev: VICTORIAE DD NN
AUG ET CAE- Two victories with shield.
House of Cons tan tine 350-60. CK copy as 25. Rev: FEL
TEMP REPARATIO- Fallen horseman. T1, ufs.
House of Cons tan tine 350-60. CK copy as 25. Rev: FEL
TEMP REP ARA TIO- Fallen horseman. T1, ufs.
House of Constantine 350-60. CK copy as 25. Rev: FEL
TEMP REPARATIO- Fallen horseman. T1, ufs.
House of Cons tan tine 350-60. CK copy as 25. Rev: FEL
TEMP REP ARA TIO- Fallen horseman. T1, ufs.
Valentinian I 364-75. CK as 96. Cut down. Rev:
SECURIT AS REIPUBLICAE - Victory walking left
with wreath. T1, ufs.
Valentinian I 364-75. CK as 300. Rev: GLORIA
ROMANORUM- Emperor with standard and captive.
T1, ufs.
Valentinian I 364-75. CK as 300. Rev: SECURITAS
REIPUBLICAE- Victory walking left with wreath. T4,
405.
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30. Valentinian I364-75. CK 300. Rev: GLORIA ROMANORUM- Emperor with standard and captive.
31. Valentinian I 364-75. CK as 481. Rev: SECURITAS
REIPUBLICAE- Victory walking left with wreath. T2,
201.
32. Valentinian I 364-75. CK 487. Rev: GLORIA ROMANORUM- Emperor with standard and captive. T1, ujs.
33. Valentinian I 364-75. CK 512. Rev: GLORIA ROMANORUM- Emperor with standard and captive. T1, ujs,
34. Valentinian I 364-75. CK as 512. Rev: GLORIA ROMANORUM- Emperor with standard and captive. T1, ujs.
35 Valentinian I 364-75. CK as 525. Rev: GLORIA
ROMANORUM- Emperor with standard and captive.
T1, ujs.
36. Valentinian I 364-75. CK 1030. Rev: SECURITAS
REIPUBLICAE- Victory walking left with wreath.
37. Valentinian I 364-75. CK 1415. Rev: SECURITAS
REIPUBLICAE - Victory walking left with wreath.
T1, ujs.
38. Valentinian I 364-75. Rev: Jllegible. T1, ujs.
39. Valens 364-78. CK as 97. Rev: SECURITAS REIPUBLICAE- Victory walking left with wreath. T1, ujs.
40. Valens 364-78. CK as 275. Rev: GLORIA ROMANORUM- Emperor with standard and captive. T1, ujs.
41. Valens 364-78. CK as 282. Rev: GLORIA ROMANORUM- Emperor with standard and captive.
42. Valens 364-78. CK 322. Rev: SECURITAS REIPUBLICAE- Victory walking left with wreath. T1, ujs.
43. Valens 364-78. CK 361. Rev: SECURJTAS REIPUBLICAE- Victory walking left with wreath. T1, ujs.
44. Valens 364-78. CK as 512. Rev: GLORIA ROMANORUM- Emperor with standard and captive. T1, ujs.
45. Valens 364-78. CK 526. Rev: GLORIA ROMANORUM- Emperor with standard and captive. T1, ujs.
46. Valens 364-78. CK 528. Rev: SECURITAS REIPUBLICAE- Victory walking left with wreath.
47. Valens 364-78. CK 1416. Rev: SECURITAS REIPUBLICAE- Victory walking left with wreath. T1, ujs.
48. Gratian 367-78. CK as 98. Rev: SECURITAS REIPUBLICAE- Victory walking left with wreath. T1, ujs.
49. Gratian 367-78. CK as 308. Rev: GLORIA ROMANORUM- Emperor with standard and captive. T1, ujs.
50. Gratian 367-78. CK 363a (as 357 but mm 363). Rev:
SECURITAS REIPUBLICAE - Victory walking left
with wreath.
51. Gratian 367-78. CK as 529. Rev: GLORIA NOVI
SAECULJ- Emperor with spear and shield. T1, ujs.
52. Gratian 367-78. CK 1412. Rev: GLORIA ROMANORUM- Emperor with standard and captive. T1, ujs.
53. House of Valentinian 364-78. CK as 96. Rev: SECURIT AS REIPUBLICAE - Victory walking left with
wreath. T1, ujs.
54. House ofValentinian 364-78. CK as 516. Rev: SECURJTAS REIPUBLICAE - Victory walking left with
wreath. T1, ujs.
55. House of Valentinian 364-78. Rev: illegible. T1, 111.
56. Magnus Maxim us 387-88. CK 560. Rev: SPES ROMANORUM --Gateway. T4, ujs.
57. Valentinian Il 388-92. CK as 162. Rev: VICTORIA
AUGGG- Victory left with wreath. T1, 111.
58. Valentinian 11 388-92. CK 389. Rev: VICTORIA
AUGGG- Victory left with wreath.
59. Theodosius I 388-95. CK as 163. Rev: VICTORIA
AUGGG- Victory left with wreath. T3, ujs.
60. Theodosius I 388-95. CK as 163. Rev: VICTORIA
AUGGG- Victory left with wreath.

61. Theodosius I 388-95. CK 565. Rev: VICTORIA
AUGGG- Victory left with wreath.
62. Theodosius I 388-95. CK 1106. Rev: SALUS REIPUBLICAE- Victory to left with captive, chi-ro left. T1, ujs.
63. Arcadius 388-402. CK 566. Rev: VICTORIA AUGGGVictory left with wreath. T1, ujs.
64. House of Theodosius 388-402. CK as 162. Rev: VICTORIA AUGGG- Victory left with wreath. T1, ujs.
65. House of Theodosius 388-402. CK as 162. Rev: VICTORIA AUGGG- Victory left with wreath. T4, 405.
66. House of Theodosius 388-402. CK as 162. Rev: VICTORIA AUGGG- Victory left with wreath. T1, ujs.
67. House of Theodosius 388-402. CK as 162. Rev: VICTORIA AUGGG- Victory left with wreath.
68. House of Theodosius 388-402. CK as 162. Rev: VICTORIA AUGGG- Victory left with wreath.
69. House of Theodosius 388-402. CK as 162. Rev VICTORIA AUGGG- Victory left with wreath.
70. House of Theodosius 388-402. CK as 162. Rev: VICTORIA AUGGG- Victory left with wreath. T4, ujs.
71. House of Theodosius 388-402. CK as 796. Rev: SAL US
REIPUBLICAE- Victory to left with captive, chi-ro left.
T1, ujs.
72. House of Theodosius 388-402. CK as 796. Rev: SAL US
REIPUBLICAE- Victory to left with captive, chi-ro left.
T1, ujs.
73. House of Theodosius 388-402. CK as 796. Rev: SAL US
REIPUBLICAE- Victory to left with captive, chi-ro left.
T1, 111.
74. House of Theodosius 388-402. Rev: illegible.T4, ujs.
75. House ofTheodosius 388-402. Rev: illegible. T4, 410.
76. Uncertain 4th C. Corroded. Rev: illegible.
77. Uncertain 4th C. Corroded. Rev: illegible. T1, 114.
78. Uncertain 4th C. Corroded. Rev: illegible. T1, 116.
79. Uncertain 4th C. Corroded. Rev: illegible. T1, 116.
80. Uncertain 4th C. Corroded and burnt. Rev: illegible. T1, ujs.
81. Uncertain 4th C. Corroded and burnt. Rev: illegible. T1, ujs.
82. Uncertain 4th C. Corroded and burnt. Rev: illegible. T1, ujs.

The pottery by Jane Timby
The four trenches in insula IX resulted in the recovery
of 883 sherds of Roman pottery, 8 sherds of medieval
pottery and 116 sherds of post-medieval wares. The
total weight of the assemblage was 12.36kg. The vast
majority (728 sherds) was recovered from trench 1. Full
details of the pottery can be found in the typescript
report (Hirst 2003). The assemblage is fairly typical of
that to be expected in later Roman Cirencester.
Continental imports, although not prolific partly due
to the late date of the groups, are represented by
finewares, amphorae and mortaria. A small number of
wares dominate the Roman assemblage: Dorset BlackBurnished ware (14% by weight), Oxfordshire products (23%), Midlands shell-tempered ware (12%) and
late grey wares (29%). Although comparable late
Roman groups of pottery are scarce in Cirencester,
the dominance of Dorset Black-Burnished ware and
Oxford red-slipped ware appears to be the norm in 4thcentury AD Cirencester (CE V, 337-8). The high
percentage of Midlands shell-tempered ware is not
dissimilar to that recorded from Beeches Road (ibid.,
table 29) where it accounted for 20% by EVE
compared to 17% from the current assemblage. The
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Plan of structures detected by excavation and surface survey in insula X (1:1250)
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Cirencester Grammar School. Plan of building X.3 excavated in 1960--1 (1:100)

absence of any sub-Roman material and the paucity of
medieval wares suggest little use of the area after the
Roman abandonment until the 18th- 20th centuries.

OBSERVATION S AND EXCAVATION AT
CIRENCESTER GRAMMAR SCHOOL,
VICTORIA ROAD, 1960
by Peter Grace and N eil Holbrook
On the plan of the Roman town contained in CE Ill
four structures are marked within insula X (Fig. 57).
Buildings X.l and X.4 were examined in 1895 and 1922
(CE Ill, 247) while X.3 was excavated by Richard Reece
in 1960--1 after the accidental discovery of Roman
structures during operations to level part of the
Grammar School field for the construction of an
access road (Reece 1970; Fig. 58). It is likely that
Reece excavated the north-east range of a courtyard
house, and that the north-west range of this building
fronted onto Street G. Building X.2 is marked at the
northern corner of the insula and while it is unclear
precisely what evidence underpins this designation it is
most likely to be observations made by Peter Grace
during ploughing of the Grammar School playing field
at the beginning of October 1960.

Observations and excavation in 1960 by Peter Grace
The ploughing was the first stage in the re-grading and
levelling of the field, and led to many large pieces of

walling stone and patches of mortar being brought to
the surface. After two or three days of frost the soil
broke up to reveal numerous defined lines of mortar
and rubble, all approximately 0.6m wide, which are best
explained as the surface indications of walls lying just
below the surface of the field. Once the extent of the
surface indications was clearly defined a survey was
commenced. Unfortunately limitations of access and
time available meant that only two areas (Fig. 57, X.2
and X.5) had been accurately surveyed when ploughing
and harrowing unexpectedly commenced once again.
The approximate position of two further buildings
(here termed X.6 and X. 7) were noted but not surveyed
in detail. Given the limited resources available (a 66 ft
tape, three ranging rods and one sixth form pupil) the
accuracy of the survey must be in some doubt. The
surface indications suggest the existence of four
separate structures, but further examination will be
required to determine whether this was indeed the case.
In a subsequent ploughing on 10 March 1961 large
quantities of dressed stone were brought to the surface.
The quantity of Roman artefacts discovered by 'field
walking' the wall lines leaves little doubt of their date.
Artefacts recovered from the vicinity of the buildings
included pottery, tesserae, painted wall plaster, fragments of hypocaust and roofing tile, and two items of
special note: a fragment of roofing tile with a graffito
A VCXIEX (RIB II.5, 2491.170) and from within X.2
an amphora sherd incised with a graffito of a horse after
firing (now in the Corinium Museum).
A new craft block was built to the south-west of X.2.
during the summer of 1960 and the foundation trenches
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were monitored and recorded by the author as and
when the opportunity arose. A 0.6m-wide wall which
survived three courses high above pitched footings
aligned north-east to south-west was found a short
distance below the surface. This was abutted by a
second wall at right-angles. To the south-west of the
latter wall the earliest level encountered was a mortar
floor which abutted the wall (natural was not reached).
Lying on top of the floor was a fragment of a samian
goblet Dechelette form 64 which dates to the 2nd
century AD. The floor was overlaid by pure brown clay
sealed beneath a mixed clay deposit which was cut by a
pit containing coins of Valens (AD 364-78) and a
barbarous radiate. The pit was sealed beneath a mixed
deposit containing demolition debris. To the north-east
of the cross wall an external cobbled surface abutted
both walls. It was sealed beneath clean brown clay
similar to that found above the mortar floor. One
possibility is that the clay might be an alluvial deposit
laid down by flooding.
Discussion

Further archaeological work has occurred in this area
since 1960, most notably an evaluation conducted by
J.R. Roberts of Gloucestershire County Council in
1988 in advance of the construction of a new playground. The site of the playground overlay the southwestern end of Building X.2. Accordingly a trench 25m
long by 2m wide was excavated to assess the survival of
archaeological deposits in this area. The trench was
aligned east-west and was designed to transect the area
to the west of the Inner Churn and intersect with the
northern corner of X2. A test pit, 2m square, was
excavated on the site of a proposed soakaway. Other
than a couple of sondages, excavation did not proceed
below 0.2m from the current ground surface. Given the
restrictions of a single evaluation trench, and the
limited permitted depth of excavation, interpretation of
the results was difficult. A subsequent note published
on the evaluation (Wills 1989, 254) differs in its
interpretation of the findings from that presented in
an interim typescript report (Roberts 1988). The earliest
deposits encountered were of alluvial clay containing
flecks of brick and tile which was in excess of0.7mdeep
in one of the sondages (excavation ceased at the top of
the water table and gravel was not reached). The clays
were overlain by thin spreads of limestone rubble which
may have formed a platform for the construction of
building X.2. Three linear spreads of rubble were found
which can be correlated with those plotted by Mr Grace
(slight differences in plotted location doubtless being a
product of the inevitable inaccuracies in the 1960
survey). Examination of one of the spreads showed that
the walls had been thoroughly robbed, and there was a
noticeable overall lack of demolition debris within the
excavation area. It was suggested that the buildings had
been deliberately demolished and much of the larger
masonry removed. Alternatively it is possible that the
playing fields were subject to terracing and truncation
in the 19th century to provide material for the railway
embankment which runs along the southern side of the
playing fields. One of the latest features on the site was a
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ditch on the same alignment as building X.2. It was cut
by one of the robber trenches. A subsequent watching
brief during the installation of a fence around the
playing ground revealed little of significance (Wills
1990, 195).
Overall it is possible to draw some conclusions from
the various pieces of work in insula X. The alluvial clay
presumably accumulated in the early Roman period
within the flood plain of the Churn, possibly a result of
deliberate reclamation. The edge of the former flood
plain must lie a short distance to the north-east of
building X.3 as excavation there encountered gravel
subsoil overlain by a clay turf line through which
1st-century AD postholes were cut (Reece 1970, 11 ).
Domestic occupation within the insula was underway by
the mid 2nd century AD at latest, to judge from the date
of the levelling deposit laid down prior to the
construction of masonry courtyard house X.3. The
mosaics within X.4 are also stylistically 2nd century AD
(Smith 1975, 273, 280), and stamped tiles of the same
date have been recovered from this building (RIB II.5,
2489.21A; .44C; F; G; .49; Britannia 31 (2000), 439, no.
22). With regard to the plans of the individual
buildings, the apparent large size of X.2, c. 62 X 44m,
should be noted. This is very large in comparison with
other domestic structures in the town (cf. Fig. 18) and a
house of this size does not seem credible. One
possibility is that at least some of the walls are defining
yards or courtyards. Another is that some of the soil
marks might represent ditches filled with demolition
material rather than the robber trenches of masonry
walls. Further investigation of this area through
geophysics and excavation will be required before
greater clarity can be obtained on the nature, plan and
extent of these buildings. Probing and rudimentary
resistivity by Reece in 1960-1 to the north-west of his
excavation area seemed to indicate that Street G
continued to the north-east of Street D for some
distance, although it faded out thereafter.

OTHER MISCELLANEOUS
INVESTIGATIONS
Insula III

Ill.3 33 Querns Lane (see Fig. 17, no. 15). Remains of a
building on the Fosse Way frontage recorded during a
watching brief are reported under Street Observation
B.5 (p. 43).
III.4 26 Watermoor Road (see Fig. 17, no. 21). A
watching brief recorded the uppermost levels of a
previously unrecorded building which has been
numbered as III.4. Two parallel walls of solid mortared
limestone were found, 5m apart. One was abutted by a
wall of less robust construction which was 0.6m wide.
Within the angle formed by the walls a dark grey
occupation deposit containing patches of burnt clay and
charcoal yielded a few sherds of mid 2nd to 3rd-century
AD pottery. Traces of a probable external surface were
also found. All these features were sealed by demolition
rubble containing occasional pieces of tile and a small
quantity of 2nd to 3rd-century AD pottery (CAT 1999).

5. THE TOWN DEFENCES

EXCAVATION AND WATCHING BRIEF AT
COTSWOLD DISTRICT COUNCIL OFFICES
TRINITY ROAD, 2001-2002
by Annette Hancocks, Martin Watts
and Neil Holbrook
Introduction
Between July 2001 and June 2002 CA carried out a
watching brief and excavation prior to the redevelopment and extension of the District Council Offices (see
Fig. 17, no. 18). The offices lay just within the projected
alignment of the Roman town wall and part of the site
was designated as a Scheduled Ancient Monument. As a
result of the fieldwork described here, which encountered the town wall at two locations, it became apparent
that the defences lay slightly further to the north-east
than had hitherto been supposed.
During the design process for the office extension a
staged programme of archaeological assessment took
place, commencing with a desk-based assessment
followed by three field evaluations. Information
gained from these preparatory studies, coupled with
details of the development proposals, informed the
production of a Statement of Archaeological Impact
and Mitigation. The adopted design sought to minimise
the impact of the development upon important
archaeological remains, but where this was unavoidable
a programme of fieldwork was proposed to mitigate
these effects. Planning permission and Scheduled
Monument Consent were granted for the development
in 2001, both with conditions requiring further
archaeological investigation.
All groundworks were conducted under archaeological supervision, hand-excavation commencing
when significant archaeological deposits were encountered (Fig. 59). The foundation for the office extension
comprised 54 bored piles. The original design included
the construction of a small electricity substation,
approximately 2.95 X 2.65m in area, the footprint of
which was to be subject to prior archaeological
excavation (Fig. 59, trench 1). In the event excavation
quickly revealed that remains of the town wall and an
external tower lay further to the north-east than had
been anticipated. In the light of these discoveries it was
decided to move the substation to a new location 5m
further north, thus allowing the preservation of the
remains. Excavation at the new site (trench 24) did not
encounter Roman deposits above the formation level
for the substation at approximately 1m below ground
level. Roman deposits were excavated, however, in the

area of a soakaway and associated drain run (Figs 59-60,
trenches 23 and 28).
As a consequence of the policy of minimising
disturbance to archaeological deposits from development, where excavation did occur, it was in narrow
trenches. The sequence of deposits encountered in
trench 23 was complex, and more than one interpretation is possible. In the following account one
interpretation is presented, and this phasing has
informed the subsequent analysis of the artefacts. It is
considered important, however, to present an alternative interpretation and this is done in the discussion.
This should assist readers in coming to their own view.

Pre-Roman topography
In trench 34 saturated running gravels were located at
the base of a soakaway, directly overlaid by postmedieval disturbance. It is conceivable that these
alluvial deposits mark the former course of a preRoman watercourse, which would not be unexpected
given observations at Querns Road (CE V, 10). To the
south-west in trench 23 natural comprised compact clay
that sloped gently upwards towards the south-west.

Period 1: Deposits pre-dating the earthwork
defences (mid-late 1st century AD)
In the central part of trench 23 (Fig. 61, Section 3)
excavation ceased at the level required for the drainage
run, and so natural was not reached. The earliest
deposits revealed were two successive layers of
compact rammed gravel road metalling (414 and
417), in excess of 0.6m thick. It is difficult to establish
the alignment of the road with accuracy given the
narrow confines of the trench, but it clearly had an
essentially north-south orientation and was in excess of
4m wide. Its western edge was defined by roadside
ditch 413, which was filled with silty road wash 412
which also lapped up over the side of the metalling.
The full width of ditch 413 could not be determined,
but it was in excess of 1m. The road surface was cut by
a shallow intrusion 419, which is more likely to be a pit
than the opposing roadside ditch given that further
road metalling lay beyond the limit of the intrusion to
the east. The pit was filled with red silty clay 418 which
also spread out and covered the uppermost road surface
417, thus marking the disuse of the road. At this point a
second pit 420 was dug, filled (by 432) with a similar
red clay to 418. Further dumping occurred over the site
of the former road and ditch (411, 410, 409, 405, 406,
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407, 408). This mostly comprised clays, although there
was also a tip of unworked limestone rubble (407).
Dating evidence
The pottery is dominated by Savernake ware (TF 6) and local
reduced wares TF 5 and 17, together with small quantities of
South Gaulish samian. Dumps sealing the early road and
ditch (405, 408 and 409) produced good groups of pottery of

likely Flavian date (discussed in detail below). Ditch fill 412
produced only five sherds of pottery, including D orset BlackBurnished ware and other 2nd-century AD coarsewares,
which should probably be regarded as intrusive.
Dump 405: Pottery (39sh. f1016g). Coarsewares: TF A, 5, 6,
12.
Dump 408: Pottery (4sh.f406g). Coarsewares: TF 5, 6, 12.
Dump 409: Pottery (58sh.f937g). Samian: SG, Drag. 15/17,
Pre-Flavian; 27, ?Fiavian. Coarsewares: TF 5, 6, 17, 35.
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Period 2: The earthwork defences (mid 2nd century
AD)
Firm yellow clay natural (290) was encountered in the
south-western part of trench 23 (Fig. 61, Sections 1 and
2). It was covered by up to three layers of clean, firm,
red-brown silty clay (285/427/398, 294/433/397, 284/
396). This clean material, which is distinct in character
from the overlying deposits, can be interpreted with
confidence as the rampart of the earthwork defences of
the Roman town. The width of the rampart from its tail
to the front edge of (later) ditch 286 is 12.75m, and the
deposits attained a maximum height of 0.75m. The
width is comparable with the rampart on the north-west
defences (12.4m; CE V, 76), although the surviving
height of0.75m is surprisingly low. It seems likely that
the earthwork bank was originally c. 3m high (ibid., 80).
While it would be tempting to associate these deposits
with the so-called early bank (ibid., 94- 6), the pottery
appears to favour a mid 2nd-century AD date typical of
the town earthwork defences as a whole. Two
possibilities might be advanced to suggest why the
bank was so low. First, that the bank was never
finished, or second that it was subsequently partly

levelled, perhaps to facilitate construction of the town
walL

Dating evidence
Small quantities of coarse pottery (25 sherds) were recovered
from 396 and are broadly dateable to the mid or later 2nd
century AD. The earthwork defences are conventionally
dated to c. AD 140- 60 (CE V, 91).

Period 3: The stone defences and later events (3rd4th century AD)
Construction of the masonry defences
At some stage prior to the heightening of the rampart
associated with the construction of the stone defences a
trench or ditch 428 was dug into the top of the
earthwork bank. The feature was 4.6m wide at the top,
narrowing to 1.9m at a depth of 1.3m from the top of
the cut, O.Sm below the surface of naturaL Excavation
ceased at this depth, and the trench was not bottomed.
The earliest fills exposed were clean re-deposited
natural clay 426 and silt 431 , overlaid by further clean
clays 425,422,424 (Fig. 61, Section 1). The trench had a
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markedly different alignment to the later town wall.
Interpretation of this feature is not straightforward.
While the profile is consistent with a large ditch it is
difficult to understand why such a feature would be cut
through the top of the earthwork defences. An
alternative explanation is that this feature was dug as
the construction trench for the masonry wall. However,
before the wall could be constructed to any degree (it is
conceivable that footings might have been laid in the
trench) there was a change of plan, and the decision was
made to construct the wall a short distance further to
the south-west on a different alignment. The excavation
of the foundation trench on the new wall alignment
would have generated a quantity of clean clay which
was used to backfill the lower levels of the trench.
Support for this interpretation is offered by the fact that
the tip lines clearly show that the ditch was filled from
its south-western side. The trench was 1.9m wide at the
limit of investigation, sufficient to accommodate the
foundations of the wall if it was of narrow gauge
(c. 1.2m wide). It is known from previous work that the
wall which was inserted into the front of the earthwork
defences was in the first instance of narrow gauge, but
for reasons which are still unclear large sections of the
circuit were later reduced in their entirety and rebuilt to
a wider (2.3- 2.7m) specification (CE V, 98).
The construction trench 415 for the re-aligned stone
curtain wall was cut through the early rampart and
0.2m into natural. The trench was infilled with four
courses of pitched undressed limestone footings (296),

0.6m deep. The footings were 2m wide which, allowing
for offsets, suggests that the wall was still of narrow
gauge. All the dressed courses of the wall had been
robbed, robber trench 325/291 cutting through the
rampart and removing the stratigraphic relationship
between the rampart heightening and wall construction. evertheless it is possible to ascertain the level
from which the rampart was heightened due to the
marked difference in composition of the heightening
dumps compared to the body of the earlier rampart.
The first stage of heightening entailed the infilling of
the abortive construction trench 428 with mixed clays
containing fragments of limestone, charcoal and
mortar flecks (429, 430, 421). Following the laying of
a distinct layer of pink mortar (324) doubtless spare
material from the construction of the wall, further
dumps 323, 322, 321 made up the ground behind the
newly constructed wall and completely infilled the
abortive trench. Further dumps were then tipped onto
the sloping rear face of the rampart to extend its height
and width. Dumps 328, 423 and 400 contained various
tips of large undressed fragments of limestone. Further
to the north-east other dumps (?406, 350, 384, 401)
were deposited to infill the hollow above the former
Period 1 roadside ditch (Fig. 61, Section 3). Some of
the rampart dumps included quantities of cattle
butchery waste. At this point a ditch (385) was dug
into the surface of the rampart (which comprised the
upper surface of clay silt 320, although there is no
indication of a turf line). Ditch 385 was 2.1m wide and
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removing the adjacent stones of the curtain wall.
Excavation ceased at this level. Insufficient of the tower
was exposed to determine whether it was rectangular or
polygonal. The tower lies c. 180m north-east of the
probable tower located by Baddeley (1922) in Watermoor Hospital Garden.
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0.73m deep and must have served to channel rainwater
draining off the rampart.
Ditch 385 was infilled with silty clays (39 1/389 n.i.)
before being covered with further layers of rampart
heightening. The lowest level316 contained a dump of
flat angular limestone slabs, on average 0.5m square,
while other dumps were laid further to the north-east
(383, 367, 366, 390). The original profile of the rampart
had been truncated by post-medieval levelling .
The inner edge of the innermost ditch 266 of the
town defences was found in front of the wall, separated
by a 2m-wide berm (Fig. 61 , Section 2). The ditch cut
the front of the earthwork rampart. It is likely that this
ditch is a recut, a small remnant of the fill of an earlier
one (289) surviving. The ditch was not bottomed but
was in excess of 1.5m deep. The lowest fill 288
contained a number of dressed facing stones from the
wall (unlike overlying deposits 287, 283, 282), suggesting that the ditch remained open to this level until the
wall was in dereliction.
The masonry town defences were also encountered
in trench 1, directly beneath post-medieval layers (Fig.
62). The roughly dressed facing stones of the wall were
found, backed by a mortared core. The facing stones
were abutted by a mass of coursed undressed limestone
rubble, a layer of hard orange-buff mortar 1010
separating the courses. There is little doubt that this
is the core of an external tower that was added to the
town defences. The facing stones of the eastern side of
the tower had been robbed (1021 ), the robbers also

Dating evidence
Dating is provided primarily by the pottery, which includes
some large and diagnostic groups with appreciable quantities
of Central Gaulish samian. Dumps 320, 328 and ditch fill389
(=
391) each produced large and well-dated pottery
assemblages which are discussed in full in the pottery
report below (Group 2). Most significant in terms of dating
are the coin of AD 117- 36, quantities of Central Gaulish
samian, and Dorset Black-Burnished ware forms consisting
of jars with acute-angled lattice and flat-rimmed bowls. The
pottery is unlikely to date later than c. AD 200/210 and
compares most closely to Cirencester Ceramic Phase 4 (c. AD
160-200/10). This is earlier than the conventional dating for
the construction of the masonry defences in c. AD 240-70
(CE V, 92).
Deposits to the rear of the rampart (levelling layer 350 and
ditch fill 349, and rampart dumps 384 and 401 ) produced
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In the area to the rear of the rampart in trench 28,
excavation did not penetrate deep enough to reach
natural. The earliest deposit encountered was yellow
clay (354,358) covered by deposits of mortar and small
limestone fragments (347 ,350), perhaps consolidation
deposits for a naturally wet area (Fig. 63, Section 4).
These layers were cut by ditch 348, 2.2m wide and at
least 0.63m deep. It was parallel with the town wall and
once again served to collect run-off from the rear face of
the rampart whose width can be estimated at 16m.
Further north-east irregular scoops 356 and 353 may
have been tree boles. Ditch 348 was filled with silts 357
and 349, before all deposits were sealed by a thin layer
of silt (343), 80mm thick, perhaps an old turf line or
conceivably even an alluvial flood deposit. This deposit
was cut by ditch 351 (Fig. 61, Section 3 and Fig. 63,
Section 4), which ran along the rear of the rampart back
and must have replaced ditch 348. Ditch 351 was c. 2.5m
wide, 1m deep and was filled with dark brown clays
377/352. These deposits were overlaid by post-medieval
make-up 365/331, possibly in origin a very heavily
reworked dark earth or medieval cultivation soil.

Trinity Road trench 28, section 4 (1:100)

post-medieval and later
1~
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relatively small quantities of pottery. In common with dumps
320, 328 and 389 these are dominated by local reduced wares,
particularly (North Wiltshire) grey ware TF 117/98. Savernake ware and local black-sandy wares (TF 5) are present but
are probably residual. Most significant in terms of dating
among the coarsewares are quantities of Dorset BlackBurnished ware which include flat-rimmed bowls or dishes
with burnished lattice decoration typical of the period c. AD
120-60. The samian present is a mix of South Gaulish
material, which must represent residual material or survivals,
and Central Gaulish types of Hadrianic and Antonine date.
Amphorae TF 35 (South Gaulish) and TF 40 (South Spanish)
are also present in small numbers. Both are broadly dateable
to the 1st to 3rd centuries AD. The dating of these groups
appears to be consistent and comparable with Ceramic Phase
3 (c. AD 100/120-160).
Deposits representing possible secondary heightening of
the rampart for the most part produced pottery groups of
similar character to those described above. Dumps 316 and
315 and fill 345 of tree bole 356 to the rear of the rampart
each produced sizeable groups, dominated by North
Wiltshire or Dorset Black-Burnished ware products. The
composition of these groups is similar to the smaller groups
described above, with the addition of sherds of Oxfordshire
whiteware mortaria (dating to no earlier than c. AD 140)
from each.
Ditch fill 352/377 produced quantities of Oxfordshire red
colour-coated ware, including a bowl of Young's C75 or C78,
late forms of Dorset Black-Burnished ware and local
imitation Black-Burnished ware (TF 118). The group dates
to after c. AD 270.

Rampart heightening
320: Pottery (163sh.j1505g). Samian: CG, Drag. 38, 37, 33, 35, all
Antonine. Coarsewares: TF 5, 6, 17, 17/98, 35, 40, 74, 90, 95/98.
328: Pottery (204sh.j1666g). Samian: CG, Drag. 18/31,
HadrianicjAntonine; Drag. 31, 33, Antonine. Coarsewares: TF
17/98, 5, 74, 6, 40, 106, 85.
401: Pottery (79sh.j838g). Samian: SG, Drag. 18, 37,
Flavian. CG Drag. 35, Trajanic; Drag. 18/31, Antonine.
Coarsewares: TF 5, 6, 9, 17/98, 40, 74.
384: Pottery (32sh.j411g). Samian: SG, Drag. 37, Flavian;
CG Drag. 18/31, Hadrianic. Coarsewares: TF 5, 6, 17, 17/98,
95/98, 40.
389 ( = 391 ): Pottery (321sh.j4562g). Samian: CG, Drag. 38,
Late Antonine; Drag. 37, 33, 18/31, 18j31r, 31r, Antonine.
Coarsewares: TF A, 5, 6, 17, 17/98, 35, 40, 67, 74, 85, 90, 94, 95,
95/98, 106, MARB.
394 ( = 391 ): Coin: denarius of Empress Sabina, AD 117-36.
383: Pottery (29sh.j369g). Samian: CG, Drag. 36, Antonine.
Coarwvares: TF 5, 6, 9, 17/98,40, 67, 74, 90, 95j98.
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Fill 345 of tree bole 356: Pottery (110sh.j1239g). Samian:
SG, Drag. 29, pre-Flavian. Coarsewares: TF 5, 6, 17/98, 40, 74,
90, 95/98.
Fill 349 of ditch 348: Pottery (37sh.j349g). Samian: CG,
Drag. 33, 18/31, 2nd century. Coarsewares: TF 5, 6, 17/98,35,
40, 74, 95/98.
Fills 352/377 of ditch 351: Pottery (36sh.j227g). Coarsewares: TF 17/98,95/98,118,5,74,9, 88, 85, 83, 35, 67, 6, 35.

Period 4: Post-Roman activity
Post-Roman activity comprises the robbing of stone
from the town wall, and various post-medieval
intrusions and services. The Union workhouse was
constructed in 1836.

The Pottery by E.R. McSloy
Roman pottery amounted to 2703 sherds (28.8kg),
recovered from 88 contexts. Small quantities of
medieval and post-medieval pottery were also found.
The bulk of the Roman pottery derives from dump
deposits associated with the construction of the
masonry defences, together with occupation to its
rear. Condition is mixed, and the overall impression is
of a fairly well broken-up assemblage with average
sherd weight correspondingly low for a Roman group
at 10.6g.
A full appraisal of the dating evidence provided by
the pottery and other artefacts has been presented
above. In summary, the stratified Roman coarsewares
span the period c. AD 50/75 to c. AD 230f250. There is a
clear emphasis on the earlier Roman period, particularly
the periods c. AD 50-100 and c. AD 150-225, which
correspond to Cirencester Ceramic Phases 2 and 4
respectively. Additional quantities of 1st-century AD
material are present as residual finds and include South
Gaulish samian, a terra nigra platter and spouted
strainer (Fig. 64, 1). Small quantities of late Roman
types occur, frequently re-deposited in post-medieval
contexts.
Two pottery groups, selected on the basis of their
stratigraphic integrity and intrinsic chronological
discreteness, are described below. Recording is according to minimum vessel count (sherd families) and
Estimated V esse! Equivalence (EVEs). Quantification
was according to sherd count, minimum vessel count
(sherd families) and weight per fabric. Attributes such
as decoration, use wear evidence, visible residues and
any cross-context matches are also recorded for each
sherd family.

Possible later heightening of rampart
316: Pottery (696sh.j5273g). Samian: CG, Drag. 38, Late
Antonine; Drag. 27, 37, 33, 18/31, Antonine. Coarsewares: TF
5, 6, 17,17/98,35,40, 57, 74, 85, 88, 90, 94,95/98,129. Other:
bone hairpin: Crummy type 2.
315: Pottery (74sh.j644g). Samian: CG, Drag. 36, 37,
HadrianicjAntonine, Antonine. Coarsewares: 5, 6, 17, 17/98,
74, 85, 90, 95/98.

Area to rear of rampart
Levelling layer 350: Pottery (17sh.j38g). Coarsewares: TF 5, 6,
17, 17/98, 74, 40.

Group 1

Period 1 (pre-earthwork defences) dumps 405/8/9
(Tables 11 and 12; Fig. 64). The average sherd weight
for Group 1 is high at 23.4g. While this figure is inflated
by the dominance of thick-walled Savernake vessels,
this group was notable for its lower levels of
fragmentation compared to the assemblage overall.
Samian is restricted to single examples of a pre-Flavian
Drag. 15/17 platter and a Drag. 27 cup of probable
Flavian date. Both are South Gaulish (La Graufesenque) products. A single Camulodunum 186 type
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Table 11: Quantification of Pottery Group 1 (contexts 405/408/409; c. AD 70-100) at Trinity Road
KEY: Count = sherd count; Min. vess. = minimum number of vessels; EVEs = estimated vessel equivalents.
*Numerical codes relate to Cirencester-type series (Rigby CE 1-II; Keely CE Ill). Codes in parentheses derive from National
Roman Fabric Reference Collection (Tomber and Dore 1998).
Description
Imported finewares
La Graufesenque samian (LGF SA)
Amphorae
Cadiz (CAD AM)
Local wares
Early wheel-thrown black sandy
Savernake type (SAV GT)
Grey with calcareous
Early Wiltshire grey
Grog tempered

Fabric*

Count

Weight (g)

EVEs

Min. vess.

% Min. vess.

2

14

.05

2

4.2

154a

48

34
5

16

6

75

12
17

2
3
2

Sub-total

Total

amphora fragment dateable to before c. AD 120 was
also recovered. The composition of the coarsewares,
particularly the dominance of Savernake and typically
early sandy reduced fabrics and an absence of certain
2nd-century AD forms, supports a Flavian date for the
group.
Coarseware forms comprise large Savernake necked
storage jars, including examples with diagonal scoring
to the shoulder zone, a lid (Fig. 64, no. 4) and bead-rim
forms (Fig. 64, no. 5) which compare to examples from
Leaholme (CE I, fig. 50, nos 6 and 8) and Savernake
Forest (Swan 1975, no. 32). Reduced sandy types (TF 5,
12 and 17), comprise necked jar types which include
'Belgic' characteristics such as cordons (no. 8), girth
grooves or a carinated profile (Fig. 64, no. 7). A single
platter (Fig. 64, no. 6) in TF 5 compares to examples
from late 1st to early 2nd-century AD contexts in the
town (CE I, fig. 51, no. 50 and fig. 52, no. 99).
Comparable groups in terms of composition and date
derive mainly from the area of the Leaholme fort.
Absent from this group are the fine oxidised wares
which characterise pre-Flavian or early Flavian groups
from Cirencester, and in this respect Group 1 compares
to material from Site AG IIJIII, considered to date to c.
AD 75-95 (CE I, 163).

Group 2
Period 3 (construction of the masonry defences) dumps
320/328/389 (Tables 13 and 14; Fig. 65). The average
sherd weight for this group is relatively low at 11.2g,
which suggests that the material has been fairly well
broken up. The composition of Group 2 compares
most closely to Cirencester Ceramic Phase 4 dating to c.
AD 160-200/10. Some elements, such as the high
representation of black sandy fabric TF 5, might
encourage a slightly later date for the group. The
higher representation of TF 5 in Ceramic Phase 5
(dating to c. AD 200/10-250) than in Ceramic Phase 4
was interpreted as evidence for expansion of the fabric
at this time in forms imitating Black-Burnished ware
types (CE V, 332-4). Other aspects of Group 2,

168
1678

406

2.1
.82

.61
1.11

14
20

29.2

4

8.4
6.3
4.2
93.8

98

24
2297

2.54

3
2
45

101

2359

2.59

48

21

41.7

particularly the absence of South West white-slipped
wares which are common in Ceramic Phase 5, are
consistent, however, with an earlier date. It would seem
in this case that the abundance of TF 5 is due to the
presence of residual material.
The samian from Group 2 amounts to 33 vessels,
principally Central Gaulish plainware forms of Antonine date (Table 14). Additional continental finewares
comprise a sherd from a probable Argonne-type
colour-coated roughcast beaker and a vessel of a form
resembling a Drag 18j31 dish in a marbled orangeslipped fabric (Fig. 65, no. 18). The latter, initially
identified as a Gaulish import, is probably Caerleon
ware (Webster 1993). It is a rare example of the type
outside of Wales. Continental coarsewares consist of
common amphora types and a Rhone Valley mortarium
(Fig. 65, no. 17). Non-local British finewares are
represented by a single bag-shaped beaker in Lower
Nene Valley colour-coated ware. Local finewares
include roughcast-decorated beakers (bag-shaped and
indented forms) in North Wiltshire colour-coated ware
(TF 85).
The non-local British wares consist almost exclusively of Dorset Black-Burnished ware. Forms comprise cooking pots with acute angle lattice decoration
(Fig. 65, no. 13) and flat-rimmed bowls (Fig. 65, nos
11-12). The bulk of the coarsewares comprise North
Wiltshire reduced and oxidised wares. The Savernake
wares and a proportion of black-sandy TF 5 are likely to

Table 12: Samian fabrics and forms in Pottery Group 1
at Trinity Road
KEY: Min. vess. = minimum number of vessels; EVEs
estimated vessel equivalents.

=

South Gaul (La Grauf.)
Generic form
Cup
Platter

Form (Drag.)

Min. vess.

EVEs

27
15/17

.05

100
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be residual. Vessels in TF 5 imitating a Black-Burnished
ware dish (Fig. 65, no. 10) or jar types are representative
of the latest phase of production of this fabric, probably
in the second half of the 2nd century AD. Forms among
the grey ware fabrics TF 17/98 consist primarily of jars,
many in imitation of Black-Burnished ware cooking pot

types with acute lattice decoration (Fig. 65, no. 14).
Oxidised wares include curved-sided bowls (Fig. 65,
no. 15) and a flagon of degenerate ring-necked type
(Fig. 65, no. 16).
The conventional dating for the construction of the
masonry defences is c. AD 240-70, significantly later

Table 13: Quantification of Pottery Group 2 (contexts 320/328/389; c. AD 160-200/10) at Trinity Road
KEY: Count = sherd count; Min. vess. = minimum number of vessels; EVEs = estimated vessel equivalents.
*Numerical codes relate to Cirencester-type series (Rigby CE I-II; Keely CE Ill). Codes in parentheses derive from National
Roman Fabric Reference Collection (Tomber and Dore 1998).
Description

Count

Weight (g)

1
13
26
41

4
61
10
476
551

2

257
19
276

35
40

3
19
22

27
1147
1174

74
81
106

113

1.14

121

983
4
237
15
1239
740
895
2240
599
13
4487

1.71

Sub-total

118
42
277
61
2
500

Total

686

7627

Fabric*

Imported finewares
Argonne type roughcast (ARG CC)
La Graufesenque samian (LGF SA)
Les Martres-de-V eyre samian (LMV SA)
Lezoux samian (LEZ SA2)

57
154a
154b
154b

1

Sub-total

Mort aria
Rhone Valley (CNG OX)
Oxford whiteware (OXF WH)

67
90

Sub-total

Amphorae
Gaulish (GAL AM1)
Baetican (BAT AM2)
Sub-total

Regional imports
Dorset Black-Burnished (DOR BB1)
Lower Nene colour-coated (LNV CC)
Severn Valley Ware (SVW OX2)
Caerleon ware

5
2

Sub-total

Local wares
Early wheel-thrown black sandy
Savernake type (SA V G T)
North Wiltshire grey
North Wiltshire oxidised
North Wiltshire colour-coated

5
6

17/98
95j98
85

EVEs

Min. vess.

.34

11

1.65
1.99

21
34

0.3
3.8
0.3
7.2
11.6

2

0.3
0.3
0.6

1

.15
.15

2

7
9
49
1
4

.10
.11
1.35

% Min. vess.

55

.53
4.21
1.32

42
19
107
26

7.77

1
195

11.26

295

0.6
2.4
3.0
16.7
0.3
1.4
0.3
18.7
14.3
6.5
36.5
8.8
0.3
66.4

Table 14: Samian fabrics and forms in Pottery Group 2 at Trinity Road
KEY: Min. vess.

=

minimum number of vessels; EVEs

=

estimated vessel equivalents.

South Gaul (La Grauf.)
Generic form
Decorated
Cup

Platter
Dish

Bowl

Mise.

Form (Drag.)
37
33
35
27
18
42
18/31
18j31R
31
31R
38
chip

Min. vess.

EVEs

3

.06

2
2

.04
.20
.04

Central Gaul (Les Martres)
Min. vess.

EVEs

Central Gaul (Lezoux)
Min. vess.

EVEs

3
4

.20
.50
.04

6
3
1

.40
.16
.04
.06
.25

2
3
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Fig. 64

Trinity Road. Roman pottery nos 1-8 (scale 1:4)

Miscellaneous

13. TF 74. Everted-rim jar, acute-angled burnished lattice.
14. TF 98. Everted-rim jar, acute-angled burnished lattice
(Black-Burnished ware imitation).
15. TF 95/98. Curved-wall bowl.
16. TF 95/98. Flagon. Vestigial ring-necked form.
17. TF 67b (Rhone Valley mortaria). Bead and hooked flange
form.
18. Central Gaulish or Rhineland marbled ware (MARB).
Bead-rim dish/bowl.
19. TF 17/98. ?jar with scratched graffito.

1.
2.

The coins by E.R. McSloy

than the mid to late Antonine date proposed for Group
2. While it is conceivable that the Group 2 material
represents a wholly re-deposited group, and some
support for this derives from its poor condition, the
absence of anything later than c. AD 230 should be
noted.

Illustrated vessels (Figs 64-5)

TF 9. Spouted strainer. (Residual in) Period 3 layer 316
TF 17. Fine grey ware hemispherical Banged bowl.
Period 3 layer 316.

1.

Period 3 dump 394/389. Empress Sabina, denarius, AD
117..:.36(?). RIC 396.
Period 4layer 334. Barbarous radiate, AD 270-90. Worn
and illegible- reverse from altar?. Diam. 17mm.

Group 1. Period 1 dumps 405j408j409

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Selected artefacts by E.R. McSloy

TF
TF
TF
TF
TF
TF

6. Large necked storage jar.
6. Lid/cover.
6. Bead rim jar/bowl.
5. Platter.
17. Narrow-mouthed jar.
12. Necked jar with cordon.

Copper-alloy object (Fig. 66)
1.

Group 2. Period 3 rampart dumps 320j328j389
9. TF 5. Carinated bowl, burnished decoration.
10. TF 5. Triangular-rimmed dish (Black-Burnished ware
imitation).
11. TF 74. Flat-rimmed bowl.
12. TF 74. Flat-rimmed bowl, burnished arcading.

Period 3. Layer to rear or rampart 389. Copper-alloy
toilet spoon (Fig. 66). Probably cold forged. Flat, ovoid
form scoop, angled slightly upwards. Tapering, roundsectioned handle broken at end. Length 57mm. Toilet
spoons or ligulae appear to have been made throughout
the Roman period. Use for nail manicure, or the
extraction of cosmetics from small flasks or similar, has
been suggested (Crummy 1983, 59).

Excavations and Observations in Roman Cirencester 1998-2007

102

)

I

12~

''

'

'

)

18,,
500mm

0

Fig. 65

Trinity Road. Roman pottery nos 9-19 (scale 1:4)

within extended pointed head which is expanded outwards and slightly flattened. Shaft is round in section and
appears waisted. Surviving length 61mm.

Worked bone hairpins (Fig. 66)
Three bone hairpins were recovered, of which one is
very fragmentary and not described. All are identifiable
as Crummy's type 2 (pins with 1-3 grooves below a
conical head) and dateable to c. AD 50-200/250
(Crummy 1979, 157).
2.

3.

Objects of shale ( n.i.)
6.

Period 4. Layer 1018. Conical head with two grooves
below. Shaft tapering to broken tip. Surviving length
78mm.
Period 3. Heightening layer 316. Single-grooved conical
head with groove below. Shaft tapering to broken tip.
Surviving length 83mm.

Worked bone needles (Fig. 66)

7.

Bone needles 4 and 5 are of are of the same broad class
(Crummy type 1), characterised by a pointed head, and
are of similar early Roman date (Crummy 1983, 65-7).
They differ in respect of the form of the eye.
4.

5.

Period 3. Heightening layer 316. Figure-of-eight form
eye below pointed head. Complete, regular taper to the
point which appears worn. Length 128mm.
Period 3. Occupation layer 316. Circular-form eye set

Period 3. Layer 315. Armlet fragment. Plain, circular
form with D-shaped section (faceted inner). Internal
diameter c. 40-45mm. Thickness 5mm. Armlets of
Kimmeridge shale are known throughout the Roman
period. The size of this example, which makes it suitable
only for a child, is representative of the most commonly
encountered plain type (Lawson 1976, 250-2). The
angularity of the inner face has resulted from the
method of separating the armlet from its core.
Period 3. Layer 400. ?Vessel fragment. Plain rim, slightly
curving wall. Diameter c. 160mm. Thickness 3mm.
Insufficient survives of this vessel to be confident of its
form, although a small bowl or platter are most likely.

Stamped tile ( n.i.)
8.

Unstratified. Fragment of a box flue-tile, 110 X 100mm,
28mm thick. Stamp is 50mm by 18mm with letters in
relief, 12mm high and separated by triangular stops:
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Fig. 66

5

100mm

Trinity Road. Copper-alloy toilet spoon (no. 1) and worked bone pins and needles (nos 2-5) (scale 1:1)

V.L.A. The stamp is similar, though from a different die,
to previously published examples from Compton
Abdale, Withington and Farmington (RIB II.S,
2489.51 ). This is the first recorded instance of this tile
stamp from Cirencester. It has been previously published
in Britannia 33 (2002), 364.

Human bone by Teresa Gilmore
Six fragments of disarticulated adult human bone were
recovered from three contexts. There was no replication of bone elements and no pathological lesions
present.
408 (Period 1): Right acetabulum. Adult. Post-mortem cut on
pubis section.
328 (Period 3 rampart): Left ulna, missing proximal and distal
ends. Adult.
Left tibia shaft fragment. Adult. Post-mortem cut on distal
medial side.
Occipital bone nuchal crest. Adult, probably male.
316 (Period 3 rampart, possible later heightening): Proximal
third of the right third metacarpal. Adult.

Animal bone by Ellen Hambleton
Sample size and preservation
A total of 1991 fragments was recovered by hand from
63 stratified contexts, along with a further 68
unstratified fragments (Table 15). It was only possible
to identify 35% of this assemblage (718 fragments) to
species level. A full assessment report is contained in
the site archive. It did not recommend any further work
on this assemblage, and this report therefore provides a
short summary of the principal conclusions of the
study.
Most of the bone-yielding contexts produced only
very small assemblages (half produced fewer than ten
fragments each), but four deposits associated with the
Period 3 rampart produced large assemblages of more
than a hundred fragments. Context 389 ( = 391, infill of
ditch 385) produced the largest assemblage of bones
(445 fragments, 115 of which were identified to species).
Possible subsequent rampart heightening (316) produced 416 fragments, while rampart dumps 320 and 328
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Table 15: Animal bone fragment counts from deposits
at Trinity Road
KEY: NISP

=

number of specimens identified to species
Period 3
NISP

Cow
Sheep/Goat
Pig
Horse
Dog
Red deer
Sub-total (identified)
Bird
Unidentified small mammal
Unidentified mammal
Total

350
46
36
10
0
0
442
5
0
929
1376

Total
%

79.2
10.4
8.1
2.3

NISP
547
82
67
15
6
718
10
1
1330

%
76.2
11.4
9.3
2.1
0.1
0.8

2059

yielded 110 and 175 fragments respectively. A fifth large
assemblage of 120 fragments came from the Period 4
backfill of a post-Roman robber trench 1022, and may
well include residual Roman material.
The state of preservation of the fauna! remains for
each context was assigned to one of five categories
ranging from good to poor. Most contexts (55)
produced assemblages that were classed as moderate
while all other contexts were more poorly preserved.
Overall the assemblage can be described as moderately
well preserved.

The majority of the assemblage was recovered from
Period 3 contexts attributable to the heightening of the
rampart associated with the construction of the
masonry defences. These included 442 fragments that
were identified to mammal species. The identified
assemblage is made up entirely of domestic species of
which cattle (79%) by far out number sheep/goat
(10%), pig (8%) and horse (2%). Domestic fowl were
the only species identified among the bird remains from
Period 3. There is a consistent pattern of assemblage
composition from the four large groups listed above.
All are dominated by the remains of cattle fragments,
which make up 69-86% of each assemblage. Sheep/
goat is consistently the second most abundant species in
all four contexts, making up 8-12% of each assemblage,
followed by pig (4-11% ). The four assemblages, as well
as being dominated by cattle, all share similar patterns
of body part representation. Although no quantitative
record of element abundance was made as part of the
assessment, qualitative observations of these contexts
all note the same general composition. Head and feet
bones of cattle tend to be particularly well represented
in all groups. A relatively high abundance of rib and
vertebral fragments was also noted in several instances,
although this is to be expected given their numbers in
the skeleton. Long bone fragments from the main meat
bearing upper limb bones, although present, are much
less abundant than other elements. This pattern of body
part representation is indicative of a high proportion of
primary butchery waste where the discarded, low meat
bearing 'waste' elements such as the head, feet and parts
of the spine are prevalent, while the main meat bearing
parts of the carcass have been removed.

Species representation and assemblage composition
Among the 718 fragments identified to species (Table
15), the assemblage is dominated by cattle (76%).
Sheep/goat (11%) are substantially less abundant than
cattle and present in similar quantities to pig (9% ).
Horse (2%) is present in small numbers, while only one
fragment of dog (0.1%) was recovered. Red deer (1%)
was the only wild mammal species identified and is
represented in the assemblage mostly by antler
fragments, although post-cranial skeletal elements
were also recovered. Bird remains are also only present
in low numbers; of the bird fragments identified to
species, the majority belonged to domestic fowl
(chicken). One mallard/domestic duck fragment and
one fragment of a small wild bird were recovered from
Period 4 (post-Roman) deposits.
There is very little variation apparent in the patterns
of species abundance between different periods, or
indeed between contexts within this assemblage. Cattle
are the most abundant species in 88% of all context
assemblages (including all the large contexts). High
percentages of cattle (66-91%) are apparent in all
periods, and a similar pattern of species representation
in the Period 4 assemblage is most probably due to the
incorporation of a considerable amount of residual
Roman material in these later deposits. Only the Period
3 assemblage is of sufficient size or secure enough date
to warrant detailed discussion of species representation
and assemblage composition.

Ageing and metrical data
The ageing data available from the assemblage are
extremely limited. The 49 cattle bones from Period 3
might potentially provide some information concerning the age composition of the cattle in the assemblage
if considered in conjunction with the small sample of 13
cattle mandibles from the same period, but even then
the sample is insufficient to provide reliable and detailed
interpretations of cattle husbandry strategy. General
observations made during the assessment noted the
presence of both adults and juveniles in the cattle and
sheep/goat assemblages. Porous bones belonging to
very young infantfneonatal or possibly even foetal
individuals were noted in very small numbers for cattle,
sheep/goat, pig and also (in one instance) horse.
The number of fragments with the potential to
provide metrical data is also very small. No single
period assemblage contains sufficient numbers of
measurable fragments to warrant any detailed metrical
analysis.

Butchery data
Butchery marks were not quantified as part of the
assessment, but general observations were made and
occasional specific comments noted. Some knife cut
marks were observed, including probable skinning
marks on a sheep metacarpal and a cattle 1st phalange.
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Also noted were similar fine media-lateral knife cuts at
the proximal end of a pig radius from Period 1. Heavy
chop marks from a cleaver or similar heavy bladed tool
were generally more common than cut marks within the
cattle assemblage. The cattle butchery in the assemblage
is characterised by oblique and saggital chops through
many long bone epiphyses, probably associated with
disarticulation and also probably some marrow extraction. The type of butchery marks evident on the cattle
remains appear typical of those observed and discussed
in other contemporary deposits at Cirencester, and
indeed at several other Romano-British urban sites (CE
V, 352-70). Maltby (1989) has suggested that this
consistent pattern of butchery is indicative of specialist
butchers processing large quantities of cattle carcasses
for a market, and that this is what occurred in the centre
of Roman Cirencester (CE V, 361). A further indication
of large-scale cattle processing is the uneven representation of anatomical parts (ibid., 357), which is a feature
of many of the larger Period 3 groups.

Summary and discussion
The overall composition of the Period 3 assemblages
shares similarities with many other urban RomanoBritish sites in that there are very high percentages of
cattle present (King 1978; 1999). The evidence from
Trinity Road clearly suggests that cattle provided the
main meat component of the diet in Cirencester, which
is typical of other Romano-British urban sites (King
1978; 1999). It should be noted, however, that such
general patterns fail to take into account the considerable intra-site variability often seen on urban sites, and
already demonstrated within Cirencester. Maltby (CE
V, 352-70) noted considerable variation in the relative
abundance of cattle, sheep/goat and pig among the
different assemblages from the town, a feature also
borne out by the assemblages from Stepstairs Lane (see
above). Maltby (CE V, 354), reporting on a series of
assemblages analysed in the early 1990s, categorised the
Cirencester material into three main groups based on
species representation. The Trinity Road Period 3
assemblage appears most similar to those from previous
excavations at Chester Street (3rd-4th century AD), St
Michael's Field (2nd century AD) and the Bath Gate
cemetery (2nd-4th century AD). These fall into his
Type 2 category where cattle fragments typically make
up over 75% of the sample and by far outnumber sheep/
goat and pig fragments, which each commonly
contribute less than 15% or even 10% of identified
fragments. Maltby argues that the high proportion of
cattle remains in the Type 2 sites reflect the presence of
large-scale dumps of waste from specialist 'commercial'
butchery activity. For the Period 3 deposit, the
assemblage composition in terms of species abundance,
body part representation and observed butchery marks
is suggestive of carcass-processing waste derived
mostly from primary butchery activity. This pattern
of assemblage composition and the relatively large size
of some of the deposits might suggest that the primary
processing activity represented in the Trinity Road
assemblage might have been undertaken by specialist
'commercial' butchers. Such activity may have taken

place at the edge of town and the resulting waste
dumped directly into the rampart, which would have
been a suitable location for the disposal of noxious
material.
Previous excavations in the centre of the Roman town
at Chester Street and St Michael's Field uncovered large
dumps of cattle processing waste, which probably
represent the waste from large-scale specialist butchery
activity associated with a meat market (CE V, 355-6).
These 'commercial' dumps are broadly comparable to
the large Period 3 deposits from Trinity Road in terms of
assemblage composition. This gives rise to the possibility that the Period 3 groups from the rampart dumps
might include large-scale cattle butchery waste initially
accumulated elsewhere in the town which was then redeposited in the convenient location of the rampart. It
is, however, difficult to determine from the fauna!
remains alone whether they represent primary deposition or fairly rapidly re-deposited material. Although no
quantitative analysis of the butchery marks and element
composition was carried out as part of the assessment,
the patterns of butchery and body part representation
observed from Trinity Road clearly followed similar
patterns to those discussed by Maltby (1989; 1994) for
dumps of large-scale primary processing waste at
Cirencester and other Romano-British towns.
An appreciation of the age and sex profile of animals
within an assemblage can improve understanding of
animal husbandry strategies, and in particular the issue
of how Roman towns were supplied with meat (Maltby
1994). There is some indication from the observations
of very small numbers of foetalfneonatal cattle and
sheep/goat present in several contexts that at least some
of the consumed animals may have been reared in or
near the town during the Roman period.
Discussion
While the investigations at Trinity Road were limited in
extent, they have nevertheless provided valuable new
information. To judge from the observations in trench
34 it appears that a watercourse passed through the
northern part of the site, as had been predicted from
previous observations (CE V, 10). It is likely that this
was drained in the 1st or 2nd centuries AD as part of the
operations to divert the main course of the Churn to
pass outside of the line adopted for the north-east
defences. To the south-west of the stream course the
earliest feature encountered was a road.
While this much is clear, more than one interpretation is possible for the subsequent deposits investigated
in trench 23. One problem with the interpretation
outlined in the stratigraphic account is that the dumps
which constitute the Period 2 earthwork defences only
survived to a height of 0. 75m, considerably lower than
elsewhere on the circuit. An alternative interpretation
as the so-called 'early bank' was rejected because of a
small amount of 2nd-century AD pottery from the
uppermost layer 396. If it is considered that this is later
material trampled into the surface of the early bank,
then the rejected interpretation could still stand. In this
case the sequence invites comparison with that found at
Watermoor Hospital Garden 90m to the south-east.
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Here a 3.35m-wide road lay immediately behind a
rampart that has been interpreted as either the defences
of a military annex (CE I, 51) or a late 1st or early 2ndcentury AD town defence (CE V, 94-6). Pottery from
the infilling of the roadside ditch (AWl 79) and from
material sealing the road (A WI 71) at Watermoor
Hospital Garden dates to the Flavian period, as do
dumps 405, 408, 409 at Trinity Road (CE I, 143-4, 191 ).
While there is no direct evidence for the date of
construction of the road at the current site it had
certainly gone out of use before the end of the 1st
century AD, the time when the main elements of the
street grid were being laid out (CE V, 22). It was
impossible to accurately determine the orientation of
the road within the narrow confines of the trench, but
the apparent roadside ditch did appear to run north to
south. If this is an accurate guide then it is unlikely that
the roads at Trinity Road and Watermoor Hospital
Garden are one and the same. This difficulty could be
overcome, however, if it is considered that ditch 413
was dug through the road after its abandonment and so
does not accurately reflect its true alignment. The
character of this pre- or early-Flavian activity remains
to be established. It might relate either to a period of
military occupation or else be associated with an early
phase in the development of the town. In either case the
roads surely pre-date the establishment of the formal
street grid of the Roman town around the turn of the
2nd century AD, and probably relate to an as yet poorly
known period of early civilian activity in the late 1st
century AD (Holbrook 2008).
If this alternative sequence is followed it can be
argued that cut 428, interpreted as an abortive
construction trench for the masonry defences, was in
fact a ditch parallel and contemporary with ditch 413.
Unfortunately no dating evidence was recovered from
the lowest fills of 428. The next event would be the
construction of the earthwork defences by infilling of
the ditch and construction of a rampart. A problem
with this interpretation, however, is the presence in
these deposits of mixed clays containing flecks of
mortar, fragments of limestone and a distinct layer of
pink mortar 324. One might typically expect such
material to be associated with the masonry defences.
The pottery from these deposits is not necessarily
inconsistent with the date of c. AD 140-150(160
previously suggested for the earthwork defences
(CE V, 91), although the presence of a number of
fully Antonine samian vessels perhaps favours a slightly
later date. The rampart associated with the masonry
defences would then comprise the material considered
to be secondary heightening (316 and above).
Neither the interpretation presented in the main
account nor the alternative rehearsed here is without
difficulty, as each requires an element of special
pleading. Only further work will resolve the matter
once and for all. We know from previous investigations
that the process of building the masonry defences in
Cirencester was a complex and probably protracted
operation, the intricacies of which still elude us. At
Trinity Road the wall as ultimately constructed was of
narrow gauge. There is no evidence of later widening as
has been found at a number of other places on the
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circuit. As more investigations of the town defences are
made the heterogeneity rather than homogeneity of the
sequence of construction becomes ever more apparent.
Wacher's (1998, 41) observations on the difficulty of
dating town defences from finds obtained from narrow
rampart cuttings are pertinent, and it would be unwise
at this stage, especially given the ambiguity of the
sequence recovered at Trinity Road, to push this
evidence too far.

EVALUATION AND WATCHING BRIEF
BETWEEN SCHOOL LANE AND
STEPST AIRS LANE, 2003-5
by Tim Havard, Kate Cullen and Martin Watts
In October and November 2003 CA carried out an
archaeological evaluation on land off School Lane and
Stepstairs Lane. The site straddles the defensive circuit
of the Roman town and the evaluation was required to
accompany a planning application for the refurbishment of the existing housing estate (CA 2003a) (see
Fig. 45). Following the granting of planning permission a watching brief was maintained on all intrusive
groundworks during 2005. Archaeological observations in 1971 during demolition of Victorian terraced
housing and construction of the existing housing estate
identified the alignment of the Roman town wall,
including possible internal and external towers. In
one trench (CV IV) to the rear of 36 Stepstairs Lane
the town wall survived to a height of 2.3m (CE V, 5962).
The area of the housing estate to be refurbished
covered approximately 0.7ha. Sixteen evaluation
trenches were machine-excavated to the top of
archaeological deposits or natural substrate, whichever
was encountered first. This varied from 0.39m to 1.81m
below the existing ground level. Where archaeologically significant deposits were encountered during the
watching brief, archaeological excavation continued
thereafter to the contractor's required dimensions.
Evaluation trenches 6, 10, 11, 12, 14 and 16 contained
significant archaeological deposits and will be discussed
further, along with the most archaeologically significant results from the watching brief. The majority of
archaeological deposits encountered were of Roman
date, although some evidence for medieval and later
stone robbing was also represented. Post-medieval and
modern deposits and features are only dealt with briefly
within this report.

The town wall
The compacted pitched limestone footings of the town
wall (615) were identified in evaluation trench 6 (Fig.
67) The footings extended beyond the confines of the
trench, preventing an assessment of their width, and
were sealed by a layer of compacted gravel (614) which
contained a large dressed fragment of limestone. This
deposit may represent the base of the foundations for
the town wall. Further observations were made in this
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Fig. 67 School LanefStepstairs Lane. Plan of evaluation trench 6 and trench monitored by
watching brief (1:100)

area during the watching brief A rampart deposit of
mixed gravel and sandy clay 207 was cut by limestone
wall footings 204. The construction cut for the wall
(208) was in excess of 1.3m wide. The footings were
visible within the contractor's foundation trench to a
height of 0.85m with alternating flat and pitched
courses, and extended below the limit of excavation
to an unknown depth. Yellow gravel had been placed
around the stones, presumabl y to act as drainage and
bonding. The footings were at least 3.2m wide at this
point, a dimension and mode of construction consistent
with observations made during excavations approximatel y 800m to the north-west at the Waitrose site (CE
V, 69).
The ram p art
The rampart was identified in evaluation trenches 6, 10,
14, 16, and during the watching brief A single rampart
deposit was found within trench 14 overlying naturaL

This suggests that the rampart survived to a height of
approximately 1.3m in this location. Deposits 610 and
613 within trench 6 correlated well with the previously
postulated line of the rampart in this part of the site
(Fig. 67). A further deposit of rampart clay (206) was
revealed to the rear of the wall during the watching
brief Deposits of silty sands and clays with limestone
within evaluation trench 16 were similar to the rampart
layers within trench 6 and 1971 trench CV IV (CE V,
59). They exhibited a marked slope indicating that they
lay towards the tail of the rampart.
The d efen sive d itch es
An undated ditch 1104 was observed in evaluation
trench 11 cutting the natural substrate 0.8m below the
existing ground surface (see Fig. 45). The ditch was
aligned north-west/south-east and was at least 0.8m
wide and 0.59m deep. It contained a silty fill with
occasional fragments of animal bone. This ditch lies
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inside the line of the town wall and is either unrelated to
the town defences or is part of an earlier phase on a
slightly different alignment. The ditch in front of the
town wall itself was not identified during the course of
the works, although undated deposits in evaluation
trench 12 tipped down in a manner consistent with the
infilling of a substantive feature. The high stone content
of one of them is likely to be robber debris infilling the
top of the ditch.

Medieval and later activity
The wall had been extensively robbed in this part of the
circuit as only the wall footings survived in evaluation
trench 6. Deposits 201 and 202 identified during the
watching brief appear to be backfill within the robber
trench for the wall. There was a total absence of dressed
stones in the various trenches.
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Dating evidence
Rampart layers 612, 613, 1404, 1603, 1604, 1606, 205, 206:
Individually these layers provide poor dating evidence,
mainly consisting of small groups of bodysherds, in
coarseware types produced over much of the Roman
period. Considered overall, the pottery from these horizons
(92 sherds, weighing 629g) represents a broadly consistent
group which is similar in date to the much larger groups from
the rampart at Trinity Road. Dorset Black-Burnished ware is
present in most contexts and provides a terminus post quem of c.
AD 120. The few forms represented consist of jars with acuteangled lattice decoration and a flat-rimmed bowl, all likely to
date before c. AD 250. Earlier Roman ware types, including
Savernake and local black sandy coarsewares (both unlikely
to outlast the mid 2nd century AD) occur throughout.
Amphora sherds, all of Baetican (Dressel 20) type are also
well represented and probably indicate a date of before c. AD
250. Other dating indicators include a cornice-rim from a
bag-shaped beaker from layer 1603, which is imitative of
continental and British colour-coated fineware forms, and
probably dates to the second half of the 2nd century AD.

