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Prior to this series of excavations the Roman road pattern west of the town was considered
fairly easy to understand. It had always been assumed that a road linked the town with the
amphitheatre and that the Fosse Way was on the same line as the former Tetbury Road; other
than that no other roads were suspected. When, therefore, it was planned to construct the relief
road around Cirencester it was decided to test these assumptions where this road cut across the
assumed Roman roads. The field between the amphitheatre and the disused railway line was
trial trenched in 1969 (CT 69 (a), fig. 3) and one such trench was dug close to the amphitheatre
across a pronounced ridge, which was thought at the time to conceal the road from the town.

The trench was placed to cut the southern side of the ridge and later extended when it was
found necessary to explore surfaces beyond its northern end. A slight change in direction was
made in the final extension in order to section at right angles features already found. A metalled
surface, probably of first or early second-century date, was found on the southern side of the
ridge and although is was not continuous over the whole of the excavated area it was shown to
have been at least 4.5 m. wide and appeared to be aligned on the amphitheatre entrance. On a
different alignment and at a higher level were at least two metalled surfaces, the latest of which
was marked by a series of wheel ruts which clearly indicated that the traffic was passing to the
north of the amphitheatre.

A more complicated system of roads was revealed than had been expected and so when plans
were made to excavate large areas of the Roman cemetery in the same ficld the opportunity was
taken in 1971-2 to section the ridge in the cast of the field adjacent to the former railway line
and this work was carried out under the supervision of Dr. JA. Derry.

The first section of road uncovered was similar in character to that found in the northern part
of the 1969 trial trench. It was well-worn and in places there were wheel ruts which had been
repaired (pl. 4). Beneath was another road surface showing evidence of heavy usc and again
rutted, but with a very different make-up from the one above it (pl. 5); much larger stone being
used as a base. Both of these roads were of similar width and made from the local limestone.
During their life the soft limestone surfaces had weathered and been worn away by wheeled
vehicles causing. a considerable build-up of road silt on either side, but more noticeable to the
north of the road where it was over a metre thick in places.

The earliest road surface to be encountered in 1970 appeared much wider than the others and
was again resting upon a base oflarge stone, probably waste from the nearby quarries. As there
were no ruts it was not clear in which direction the traffic was moving, although there were
slight indications that it was on a different alignment from the later roads. No dating evidence
came from this section.

The 1970 excavations indicated the need to examine even greater areas if constructional
details and alignments were to be fully understood and so in 1971 an area of about 40 by 12 rn,
was opened up, the overburden being removed by machine. The road surface then exposed was
thoroughly examined during the subsequent two seasons and various sections were dug across
the road to investigate its make-up. The latest surface uncovered was found to consist of a
much-worn small-stoned metalled layer, heavily rutted, with some of the deepest ruts being
patched to prolong the life of the road, thus avoiding the need to lay a completely new surface.

The sections dug across the road showed features which were quite different from those of
the 1970 section, in that the number of surfaces were fewer and the general make-up more
conventional. The western section was very poor; the stone used in its make-up was crudely
packed and not compacted, with evidence of some slippage on the north side. The central
section was of better construction although the base layers were not graded in the same way as
they were in the 1970 section. In this section there appeared a small ditch scaled by the upper
levels but above another metalled layer, associated with which was a thin metalling (10 cm.), on
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an alignment different from the main road surfaces but possibly similar to the earliest one found
in the 1970 section. This appeared to be unconnected with the main structure and coincided
with the Lewis Lane/amphitheatre line, probably representing an early road from the town to
the quarries and amphitheatre. The later road was at an angle of about 15° to the early one and
the direction of its ruts indicated that it was by-passing the amphitheatre.

The final stage in examining the road was to remove the accumulation of road silt on the
north side. A metre of silt had built up during the road's existence and under it a kerb
consisting of two courses of limestone was revealed (pI. 6). This clearly defined edge of the
road enabled its exact line to be plotted and changes of direction to be seen. One such change
occurred in the 40 m. stretch of road metalling exposed, which took the road to the north of
the ampitheatre. This supported an earlier feeling that the road was too well made to be just a
service road for the amphitheatre.

When the topsoil was being removed in March 1973 prior to the construction of the Querns
Maternity Hospital (fig. 2), a 22 m. stretch of a well-built Roman road was noted and with the
co-operation of the contractors, Espley-Tyas, records were made during the course of their
work. Finally the whole area designated for the new hospital was removed and two oblique
sections left at the edge of the excavated hole (pI. 7). The road was about 6 m. wide and along
the exposed length varied in its make-up, being some 93 em. thick at the town end and
reducing to 54 cm. at the west of the contractor's machine-dug hole. Within this accumulation
of road material at least three different road surfaces were recorded.

The character and direction of the excavated road which emanated from the Bath Gate along
with the stretch of road on the site of the Querns Maternity Hospital in 1973, which almost
certainly links with the excavated section, gives the general direction of the road and some
indication of its importance. The road aims for the modern Tetbury Road, which is the
traditional course for the Roman Fosse Way, suggesting that, at some date, the Fosse Way was
diverted just to the west of the town to enter it via the Bath Gate. The presence of first and
second century burials alongside the Tetbury Road close to the town indicates that a way out of
the town existed there at that time. Perhaps the diversion occurred when the Bath Gate and
town defences were erected towards the end of the second century, although there is no reason
why the original course could not have been maintained to lead to a small gate. Whatever the
case, it seems clear that in the third and fourth centuries the main road from Bath branched off
across the Querns to the Bath Gate. There is no direct dating evidence from the excavations for
the road itself, but the presence of road silt in levels pre-dating the construction of the building
shows that the road was there before c. A.D. 280.

Other metalled tracks of a less substantial nature have been found pre-dating the Roman
cemetery (p. 43), during the excavation of the Querns Kitchen Garden (p. 35) and beneath the
roadside building (p. 55). All these appear to be associated with the exploitation of the Querns
for building stone.


