
EXCA VAnON RESULTS
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10 and 6, and possibly 8 and 5. Also arcing groups of
pits.

PHASE 2
Enclosure EI, cornpnsmg ditches and pit align;
ments, with roundhouses 2 and 4.

PHASE 4
Enclosure E3, containing roundhouse I. structure 0;
and possible enclosure E4. Fence line 489 and 'a
northern pit group may be associated.

. 1

and include
PHASE 3
Enclosure E2, expanding enclosure EI
ing roundhouses 7 and 3.

PHASE 5
Romano-British agriculture.

The excavations encompassed the cropmark comp
lex and covered an area of 1.86ha (Figs 4 and 5). The
site was stripped of topsoil and subsoil (where
present) by a mechanical excavator under archaeo
logical supervision. followed by hand cleaning and
sample excavation of features. All postholes were
half sectioned, as were many pits, but resources
permitted the investigation of only a sample of the
pit alignments. Gullies and ditches were sample
excavated. Individual contexts were numbered from
400 onwards, but for the watching brief a new sequ
ence commenced at 1500. Archaeological features
in the watching brief area were recorded in plan but
few could be investigated.

A full written, drawn and photographic record was
compiled and the site archive will be deposited at
Swindon Museum and Art Gallery under accession
number BJ995110.

Roundbouses

Roundhouse 9 (Fig 7) was extremely truncated, only
the north and east side of penannular gully 1345
surviving, truncated to the south by Phase 2 ditch
770 and, presumably, the pit alignment further
south. The gully had an estimated internal diameter
of 10m, was 0.3-0.4m in width, 0.13m in depth, and
contained two fills. The lower, a compact clay silt

Assigned to this phase on the basis of stratigraphy
were roundhouse 9, pit 1114 and gully 819, all of
which were cut by Phase 2 enclosure ditch 770, mid
pit 923 cut by the south-west corner of ditch 420. As
a group these indicate unenclosed occupation spread
over an extensive area. Roundhouses 10 and 6, and
more tentatively 5 and 8, have been placed in this
phase on the basis of ceramic evidence, as have the
pit groups.

General observations

The site as a whole was very truncated by recent
ploughing, so that, with the exception of the en
closure ditches and pits, the archaeological features
were shallow and no horizontal deposits remained.
This factor has limited information, for example on
the roundhouse structures. The natural bedrock was
extremely hard and features of a depth greater than
cO.5m did not show signs of weathering.

The phased account here is presented on the basis
of the stratigraphic relationships of the enclosures
and associated features combined with ceramic dat
ing evidence where possible. The limited nature of
this evidence combined with the paucity of diag
nostic pottery has resulted in difficulty in unravelling
the chronological development of the site.

Pbasing snmmary

PHASE I
Unenclosed occupation, including roundhouses 9,

PHASE 1 (FIG 6) ..
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with small fragments of ragstone, was probably
disturbed natural ground, while the upper fill was a
mid red brown clay silt with occasional small frag
ments of ragstone, burnt pebbles and charcoal
flecks. No entrance was defined. Postholes were
present within the area defined by the gully but may
not have been contemporary with the roundhouse.
For instance, a four-post structure measuring 2.5m2

may have formed part of the roundhouse, but was
offset towards the north-east segment. Two smaller
postholes were also present to the south-west and
south-east of the four-post arrangement. If the
four-post structure is an element of roundhouse 9,
the layout bears a resemblance to House 2 at Ground
well Farm which was interpreted as having a trench
built wall with an internal four-post frame to support
the roof (Gingell 1982, 41). However the offset
nature of the four-poster in roundhouse 9 is more
suggestive of an internal division or repair than of a
central structural element. No evidence was
recovered to indicate that gully 1345 was the found
ation trench for the wall of the structure and it is
more likely to have been a drainage trench or drip
gully.

Roundhouse 10 (Fig 7) was cut to the west by ditch
416 (Phase 4). It survived as less than half of
postulated penannular gully 1274. The approximate
internal diameter of the gully was 10.Om (very
similar to roundhouse 9) and four-post structure B,
which measured 2.0m2, occupied a central position.
It may have acted as a central framework, supporting
the roof, and fragments of daub from the fills of its
constituent postholes may derive from the round
house wall.

Roundhouse 6 (Fig 7), defined by penannular gully
839, had an internal diameter of 6m. It had slightly
squared corners and the entrance was located to the,
south-east. The gully measured up to OAm in width
and 0.18m in depth and was filled with a clay silt
which contained occasional burnt pebbles, charcoal
flecks, pot and bone. Possible structural elements
comprised postholes 898, 947 and 949, each OA5m
in depth, and posthole 937 which was 0.15m deep.
Another posthole 646, OA5m deep, was located on
the north side of the entrance.

Roundhouse 5 (Fig 7) was defined by penannular
gully 821 and had an internal diameter of 6.5m. The
gully was very truncated, surviving only to a maxi
mum depth of 0.14m and width of OAm. The south
east facing entrance was 1.20m in width, with a
square post hole 1201, 0.15m deep, slightly to the
east. Internal features consisted of three squared post
holes located towards the west edge of gully 82I and
a group of five postholes in the south-east area.

An Iron Age Site at Groundwell West, Wiltshire

Roundhouse 8 (Fig 7) was very truncated and
defined by gully 460, with an entrance to the east.
The gully contained a primary fill of clay silt cover
ed by a dark brown silt with pottery and bone and it
defined an area with an estimated internal diameter
of] Om. A pair of deep postholes, 1016 (OA6m deep)
and 1033 (0.38m deep), were positioned inside the
entrance and, with a series of shallow squared
postholes along the internal edge of gully 460, prob
ably marked the line of a wall. Two further post
holes, 1060 and 1062, located in the centre of the
putative structure, may have functioned as roof
supports.

The alignment of roundhouses 9, JO and 6 on a
north-east/south-west axis and (less convincingly)
8, JO and 5 on a north-west/south-east axis, suggest
deliberate spatial patterning although it cannot be
established whether the structures were contemp
orary or successive.

Pits

A concentration of pits contained early Iron Age
pottery and, while the backfill does not necessarily
date the pits, it is tempting to associate them with
this earliest settlement phase. The pits containing
early material were scattered within arcing groups
that had all been used for secondary rubbish
disposal. They included a higher than average
(relative to this site) quantity of domestic finds such
as pottery, bone, and stone implements for pro
cessing grain, which set them apart from other pit
groups within the site. Pit 941 (Fig II) contained a
saddle quern, two grinding stones and a rubber.
These pits displayed a variety of shapes including
bell, beehive and near cylindrical forms (Fig 11:
941, 860 and 919).

PHASE 2 (FIG 8)

This phase was represented by enclosure El, linear
pit groups, and roundhouse 2. Roundhouse 4 may
also be contemporary.

Enclosure E1

Enclosure EI was formed on its northern side by
ditch 770, measuring 85m in length, and to the west
and south by ditch 420, measuring 48.3m
north-south and 88m east-west. A 2.5m-wide gap
between the two ditches in the north-west corner of
the enclosure may have formed an access, but was
restricted by post pits 607 and 61]. A sporadic and
irregular north-south alignment of postholes along
the eastern side of the enclosure may indicate fence
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or hedge lines, and if so, the internal area of the
enclosure was 3422m1 The location of pits close to
the internal perimeter of the enclosure suggests that
any bank was likely to have been located on the
external side of the ditches.

Ditch 420 had a U-shaped profile that appeared to
be weathered in the upper 0.5m (Fig 12). Where
sectioned. it was 2.1-3.0m wide and 0.85-1.2m
deep. The fills were fairly clean and homogeneous,
containing few artefacts, suggesting that the ditch
silted up gradually over time. Ditch 770 also had a
U-shaped profile, was 1.78-2.5m wide and 0.92
1.3m deep (Fig 12). The central section showed
tipping of stony material from the south side,
possibly derived from the excavation of the pits to
the south of 770. The primary silting contained few
artefacts, but later fills (the upper 0.5m of the ditch)
contained more finds, particularly animal bone. The
difference from 420 may relate to the closer
proximity of ditch 770 to areas of greater activity
immediately to the north.

Internal features

Roundhouse 2 (Fig 7) occupied a central position at
the wcst end of the enclosure and was defined by
drip gully 576 with an internal diameter of .12m.
Measuring 0.6m in width and 0.2m in depth, 576
was backfilled with a red brown clay silt. Artefacts
such as pottery and bone were concentrated within
1m of the entrance terminals. The entrance was east
facing and 3.2m in width, with a pair of postholes
(792 and 794) positioned inside the entrance as the
only internal features. They presumably formed a
doorway. A third, shallower. possible posthole 726
was located slightly outside of the entrance and may
be the remains of a porch.

Pits. A linear arrangement of 49 pits was located in
ternally alongside the north, west and south ditches
of the enclosure. Of the 18 pits along the north side,
most appeared to form discrete groups of two, three
or four, perhaps defining specific phases of activity.
Three more isolated pits (570, 629 and 631)
continued the line further to the east. Pits 607 and
611 were located so that they effectively restricted
access through the gap between ditches 420 and 770.
Twenty pits lay along the western side of the
enclosure, together with a possible four-post struct
'ilre and a row of postholes in the south-west corner
suggesti ve of a fence. The arrangement of pits along
the south side was more sporadic, with only six
identified.

A sample of the pits was excavated; they varied in
depth between OAm and 135m. All had vertical or
near vertical sides and flat bases (Fig 1I: 734,611,
607 and 900). The fill of many (including 607 and

All Iron Age Site at Groundwell West. Wi/tshire

61 I) contained evidence of having contained large
posts and most had homogeneous compact fills
implying deliberate backfilling rather than a gradual
accumulation of material. Those excavated along
the west edge of the enclosure (743, 734, 611 and
607) contained basal fills of silt which suggested
that they may have remained open for a time.

Three smaller pits (402, 410 and 424) were located
adjacent to the proposed fence/hedge line on the
eastern side of enclosure EI. Pit 402 measured
0.98m in diameter by O.2m in depth and contained
burnt ragstone, pottery and bone. The sides of the pit
were partially burnt indicating ill situ burning
suggestive of a fire pit or hearth. Pits 410 and 424
contained similar burnt but redeposited remains.

The central position of roundhouse 2 and the pit
alignments within the enclosure gave the impression
of an organised or even ostentatious plan, although
there is nothing in the associated artefact assemb
lage which is obviously indicative of high status.
The apparent symmetry of the pits, their restricted
distribution along the sides of the enclosure, the evi
dence for large posts, and the restrictions to the
potential entrance from the north-west, suggest a
specialised role for enclosure EI. It is therefore un
fortunate that truncation of deposits has not allowed
the chronological relationship of the enclosure
components to be determined, but the way in which
the pit alignments and ditches respect each other
suggests that they were either contemporary or
served as influential factors in each others' location.
With the exception of roundhouse 2 there were few
surviving features within enclosure EJ and those
present seemed to be concentrated around the round
house.

Area to the north of enclosure El

Roundhouse 4 (Fig 9) is assigned to this phase as
pottery from the gully was comparable to that from
roundhouse 2 (but see discussion p. 44). It was
defined by narrow penannular trench 660 with an
internal diameter of II m and a 1.5m-wide south
east-facing entrance. The trench was up to OAm in
width and 0.15m in depth and was filled with a
compact clay silt with fragments of rags tone and
burnt pebbles. Part of a post ring represented by
slightly squared shallow postholes was identified on
the external south and west sides of the trench, This
arrangement may indicate that 660 was a wall
trench, with the outer post ring supporting the eaves
of the roof, although no evidence for postholes or
slots for planks was identified within the gully. No
postholes were found within the structure but four
pits were present in the northern half. Pits 760 and
970, both clay-lined with undercut sides and flat
bases, probably originally functioned as storage pits
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and later were filled with secondary rubbish. Pit 970
also contained three fragments of hearth bottom,
indicating ironworking, possibly within or near
roundhouse 4. Pits 731 and 968 were shallow
straight-sided pits and also filled with refuse.

PHASE 3 (FIG 10)

Phase 3 comprises L-shaped enclosure E2 and
roundhouse 7. On the basis of ceramic evidence
roundhouse 3 may also belong to this phase.

Enclosure E2

The L-shaped enclosure E2 was created by ex
panding enclosure EJ to the east and north, with
additional ditches 412, 414, and 440, and re-cut 688.
The total enclosed area, within the excavation
limits, was 9930m' but, although the enclosure neck
narrowed at its northern end, no entrance or fifth
side was uncovered within the available area.
Entrances were located halfway along the north
west side and at the south-east corner, the latter a
double entrance.

The Phase 2 ditch 420 was re-cut by 688 (Fig 12)
which extended the southern ditch eastwards to
create a southern boundary 108.5m in length. Ditch
688 had a weathered V-shaped profile and averaged
I .5m in width and 0.5m in depth. It was filled with a
compact stony clay silt which may indicate delib
erate backfilling. At its south-east terminal, it was
2.2m wide and 0.95m deep with a broad If-shaped
profile. In this location the primary silting was over
lain by a layer of large limestone boulders, again
suggestive of deliberate infilling. The uppermost fill
contained two fragments of human skull. The dep
osition of human remains near ditch terminalsl
entrance ways is not uncommon in Iron Age Britain
(as, for instance, at All Cannings Cross (Cunnington
1923), Gussage All Saints (Wainwright 1979),
Winnal Down (Fasham 1985)) and it has been sug
gested that ditch terminals at a settlement entrance
were often the location of ritual/symbolic deposits
placed to emphasise the division or boundary
between the inside and outside of the settlement
(Hill 1994). Abraded sherds of Roman pottery were
present on the surface of the ditch.

Ditch 440 lay 304m to the east of 688 and was
3.8m in length. It had a V-shaped profile with a
stepped base and was 2.65m in width and 1.35m in
depth (Fig 12). The top 0.6m of the ditch appeared to
have weathered where the natural rock was more
friable, but occasional large fragments of ragstone
had been left protruding from the sides of the cut,
presumably to facilitate access/egress. Its position
between ditches 688 and 412 formed a double

An Iron Age Site at Groundwell West, Wiltshire

entrance into the enclosure, one from the south
(304m wide) and one from the east(l.8m wide). The
comparatively deep nature of this .cut and the double
entrance may be indicative of a degree of ostentation
or display. This has been observed on other Iron Age
sites, such as at Owslebury, Hants, where the
enclosure entrance was deliberately constructed on a
more massive scale than the rest of the enclosure
(Collis 1996).

Ditch 412 formed the eastern enclosure boundary
and was visible for a length ofn.2m, arcing slightly
to the north-east. It was sectioned three times and
measured 1.35m-I.75m in width, 0.7m-0.95m in
depth and had a U-shaped profile with a flat base
(Fig 12). A primary natural silting was overlain by a
compact stony fill suggestive of deliberate back
filling.

The north-west side of E2 was marked by ditch
414, commencing 204m beyond the north-east ter
minus of ditch no and running in a north-east
direction for 40m before turning to the north for a
further 30m. It was sectioned twice and had a
weathered U-shapcd profile with a flat base and
measured between 1.8-2.25m in width and 1-l.lm
in depth. The backfill at the terminal showed tipping
only from east to west, and this material may have
derived from the subsequent excavation of ditch 416
(Phase 4). The primary fill contained frequent smears
of degraded pottery and charcoal and it is probable
that this material derived from nearby occupational
activity. Ditch 414 may have been re-cut prior to the
construction of enclosure E3 in Phase 4, and a
human mandible was recovered from its south-west
terminal at the entrance to enclosure E2.

Internal features

Roundhouse 7 (Fig 9) was defined by penannular
gully 939 which had a maximum width of OA5m,
was 0.18m deep and enclosed an area with an
internal diameter of 1l. 7m. The gully was filled
with a clay silt with a concentration of burnt pebbles
on the surface. The entrance was located to the
north-west, but was truncated. Postholes 1099,
1048, 1046 and 1066 on the east internal side of
gully 939 may indicate the line of a post-built wall,
suggesting that gully 939 functioned as a drip gully.
Traces of an earlier cut were visible on the east edge
and a trace of an earlier or outer gully was indicated
by linear feature 945 which was visible to the south
east of the roundhouse. Within the roundhouse, a
linear north-westlsouth-east alignment of postholes
may indicate an internal partition. To the north, in
the area of the entrance, was linear feature 1044,
which measured l.9m x 0.5m x 0.21 m in depth and
included flecks of charcoal and daub in its clay silt
fill. The presence of daub may indicate construction
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material for the wall. Further south, feature 988 only
survived to a depth of 0, 15m,

The position of roundhouse 7 within the narrow
neek of the enclosure may mean that it was not a
eontemporary strueture and the north-westerly
entranee also appears odd in relation to ditch 414.
However, single houses with entrances at variance
to other structures were present at Claydon Pike
(Miles and Palmer 1982) and at Winklebury (Smith
1977,39), and it has been suggested that such struct- ,
ures may have had a function distinct from normal
settlement activities (Parker-Pearson 1996, 127).
Roundhouse 7 may have been located in this way for
particular functional/symbolic reasons.

Pits and postholes. Occasional postholes were
located in the south-eastern area of the enclosure as
were seattered pits. Pit 408 to the west of diteh 412
alone eontained artefactual remains. It measured
1.2m x 1.12m x 0.5m and contained a layer of burnt
ragstones laid flat at the bottom of the pit associated
with pottery in a soil matrix of clay silt. There was
no evidence of;'1 situ burning and the burnt material
appears to have been dumped.

Features to the north of enclosure E2

Roundhouse 3 (Fig 9) has been placed in this phase
on the basis of the ceramic evidence which sug
gestcd that it was contemporary with the enclosure
ditches. It was defined by penannular gully 594, I

with an internal diameter of 12.5m and a 3.5m
wide east-facing entrance. Gully 594 measured up
to 0.7m in width and 0.3m in depth and contained
two fills, an earlier natural silting deposit suc
ceeded by a dark brown silt with a higher proport
ion of pottery. bone and charcoal at the terminal. A
fragment of iron working slag was also recovered
from the gully and a further two small fragments
from the surface of post hole 1532 on the
north-west external side of the gully. A possible
fragment of human skull was also found in the
gully terminal. Posthole 1352, located near the
entrance, was the only internal feature, but it is
possible that Phase 4 fence line 489 may have
truncated others.

It is not known if activity associated with Phase 2,
in particular roundhouse 2 and the pit groups,
continued into this phase. Features found within the
enclosure and not assigned to Phase 2 were located
to the south-east, east of a line between the southern
enclosure entrances and the north-west entrance..
The shape and large size of this I.-shaped enclosure
are unique if it was intended for domestic habit
ation. However, it is possible that roundhouse 2 was
no longer in use, as there was no evidence for repairs
or re-cuts to this structure, and roundhouse 7 may i
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not belong to Phase 3 or may not have been for
habitation.

Other isolated features

A large number of pits and postholes, mostly in the
north-western part of the site, together with the
western pit and ditch boundary, remain unphascd.
Emblematic of some of the problems encountered
with these features is the case of ditch alignment
872/1544, which. on ceramic evidence may be con
sidered late in the sequence. However, it was
stratigraphically earlier than ditch 599, which pro
duced a pottery assemblage more characteristic of
the earlier history of the site. While strictly un
phased, ditches 872/1544 and adjacent pits may best
serve as an associated part of enclosure El/E2. They
have therefore been included on the phase plans for
both Phases 2 and 3, although whether a primary
feature or a later addition remains undetermined.

The area to the east of ditches 872 and 1544 and
north of enclosure E2 clearly contains remains of
more than one phase but the lack of stratigraphic
relationships presents problems of interpretation.

Pit and ditch boundary. Ditch 872 was aligned
north/south and located on the western side of the
excavation area. It was 68m in length and com
menced approximately 12m north of the western
terminal of ditch 770 thus providing an access point
(later sealed off by ditch 599). Primary silting of the
ditch was overlain by a dark brown silt relatively
rich in cultural material. The pottery from the
backfill of this ditch is considered to be late in the
site sequence (see pottery report) but it is possible
that the ditch/pit boundary was functioning for a
long time. Form (a combination of pits and ditch)
and location (continuing the north-south alignment
of 420) both suggest that it may have been
associated with enclosures El and E2, but it cannot
be fitted into the overall site sequence with any
security. The south terminal of 872 cut pit 879,
which may have been used as a marker for the
excavation of the ditch. To the north, a 6m-wide gap
separated 872 from ditch 1544, which continued the
alignment while turning north-north-eastwards.

Pit alignments were present at the south end of
ditch 872 on both the western/external and eastern/
internal sides, unlike enclosure El where the pits
were limited to the interior of the ditches. All pits
investigated west of 872/599 had vertical or near
vertical sides and flat bases (eg 578, Fig .11) and
contained relatively clean, homogeneous fills. In
dimension, pits 481, 578 and 484 were l.4m in
diameter and between 1.12m and 1.34m deep, while
pit 1259 measured 1.05m in diameter and 0.85m
deep. The more northerly, external pits seemed to
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form a clear boundary line, following the slight
curve of ditch 872 but the relationship of the pits to
the ditch is unknown, The less regular concentration
of pits further south may, with ditch 599, have
represented a sequence of arrangements to close or
mark the entrance/gap to ditch 770, Ditch 599 was
7m in length, 1.55m in width and 0,75m in depth
(Fig 12), with a primary fill of orange brown clay silt
with frequent ragstone fragments, The clean nature
of this fill may represent redeposited natural
backfill, perhaps derived from erosion of a bank to
the west or from the excavation of nearby pits. The
ditch was recut once as 1163 before being appar
ently deliberately backfilled with a soft dark brown
sandy silt containing charcoal, pottery and bone.
The final fill, signifying disuse, was a compact clay
silt. Pottery from 599 came early in the chrono
logical sequence for the site but as 599 was strati-'
graphically contemporary with, or later than, ditch
872 the material may have derived from the clear
ance of an earlier occupation area, Pits were cut
alongside the eastern sides of both 872 and 599, but
the chronological relationship of the pits and ditches
is unknown, as is the length of time that the western
boundary functioned. Only 1007, to the east of ditch
872, contained evidence of a possible post pipe,
0.45-Q.57m in diameter. No evidence was found for
a re-cutting of ditch 872 but the fact that the latest
pottery for this site was found around this boundary
may signify that it maintained its importance until
the abandonment of the site, rather than that it was a
late feature,

Pits. Pit 670 (Fig II), located to the north-west of .
roundhouse 4, was a large pit measuring 2.7m x 2.4m
x 1.1m. It had steep sides, a flat base, and was
originally clay lined, but its large size suggests that it
may have been used as a water tank. After back
filling with material containing charcoal, pottery and
bone, a vertically sided cut 0.8m in diameter was
made to the base of 670, This possible post shadow,
similar in dimensions to those associated with en
closure El, was subsequently backfilled with com
pacted ragstone rubble, Another unusually large, but
unlined, pit (780) measuringl.7m in diameter and
1m in depth was located to the north of 670, Two pits
were located to the east of enclosure E3. On excav
ation 572 proved to have vertical sides, a flat base and
a clean homogeneous fill. Further east, small isolated
pit 400 contained a complete pot. A further undated
pit (997) was located to the south of enclosure E2.

PHASE 4 (FIG 13)

This phase was represented by curvilinear enclosure
E3 containing roundhouse 1. Postholes and pits
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found within the enclosure, together with possible
fence line 489 to the west, may represent con
temporary activity.

Enclosure E3

Formed by single ditch 416, enclosure E3 comprised
an area (if bounded on its southern side by Phase 3
ditch 770) of approximately 2080 m'. Ditch 416 was
sectioned five times, had a V-shaped profile and
varied between 1.1m and 1.6m in width and 0.6m
and 0.7m in depth, although at the west terminal it
survived to only 0.3m in depth. Although 416 cut
Phase 3 ditch 414, parts of enclosure E2, such as its
north-western entrance, appear to have been
re-utilised and the terminuses of ditches 416 and 414
were parallel. No features were present in the area
created between 416 and 414. A further possible
access into E3 was afforded from the west between
ditch 770 and the south-western terminal of 416.

Internal features

Roundhouse J (Fig 9) was defined by a penannular
ditch or drip gully 514 with an internal diameter of
11.7m. The entrance, to the south-east, was 3.5m in
width. Postholes 741, 560, 648, 644 and 532 may
represent the wall of a structure with an internal
diameter of 9.5m, while further small postholes
located in the northern half of the putative structure
may represent internal partitions or structural
supports (as in roundhouse 7). The gully 514 was cut
on its north side by pit 652 and posthole 556.

Possible enclosure £4. Curving ditch 499 Jay on the
west side of enclosure E3, its west edge adjacent to
ditch 416 and reducing the width of a south-western
access to 4.8m. In plan 499 appeared to define part
of a sub-circular enclosure with an estimated
internal diameter of 24m (much larger than any of
the gullies associated with the roundhouses). It
averaged 0.5m in width and 0.2m in depth. As 499
respects the eastern edge of ditch 416 it is probable
that the latter was contemporary with 499, or was
still visible as a meaningful boundary when 499 was
dug. No structures survived that are obviously
associated with ditch 499.

Other features. Ditch 490 was cut by the enclosure
ditch 416 of E3. Cutting the remains of Phase I
roundhouse 10, it was visible for a length of 16.5m
and was 0.6m wide and 0.15m deep. It may represent
an early boundary line later reinforced by the west
limit of ditch 416. Four-post structure D (Fig 9), with
an area of 2.5m', fell within the interior of Phase I
roundhouse 8 but did not appear to be related to that
structure as it was too off-set to function as a central
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Excavation Results

roof support. Scattered postholes in the eastern port
ion of the enclosure suggested the former presence of
structures, but no clear patterns could be discerned.
Pits 1184 and 1251 lay to the south of roundhouse 1.
Both were circular, vertically sided cuts that had been
deliberately backfilled with large ragstone blocks, but
the surviving primary fill of 1184 (silt with charcoal)
suggested that it was originally a rubbish pit. In the
eastern part of the enclosure a group of small,
truncated pits and postholes were located in a linear
zone adjacent to Phase 3 ditch 414. It is not certain if
they were associated with occupation of enclosure
E3, or if they represent activity east of L-shaped
enclosure E2.

Enclosure E3 and associated roundhouse I bear sim
ilarities to small settlement enclosures known from
the Middle Iron Age (Little Woodbury type).
Groundwell Farm was of a similar layout with a
single house (at anyone time) set within a ditched
enclosure (Fig 17; Gingell 1982). The 'banjo' en
closures of Hampshire and Oxfordshire, interpret
ed as representing individual farmsteads, are also
comparable (Fasham 1987).

External features

?Fence line and pit group. A possible north-north
east/south-south-west fence line 489 ran broadly
parallel to the western side of enclosure 416. It was
traced sporadically for up to 95m as a shallow ditch,
continued as a line of stakeholes to the north. It cut
through Phase 3 roundhouse 3 indicating that this
structure was no longer functioning. The way in
which the ditch of enclosure E3, with its almost
right-angled turn, and the line of the fence respected
each other suggests a relationship.

Within the area of the watching brief a group of
circular pits was observed on the fence alignment
and branching off to the north-west beyond the
northern limit of the site. It is possible that these pits
blocked an entrance through the fence, which was on
the same alignment as the gap between Phase 3
ditches 872 and 1544 to the west. Only three of the
pits, 1503, 1531 (Fig 11) and 1543, could be excav
ated. Each had steep sides and a flat base and was
backfilled with ragstone blocks and domestic refuse.
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Post-built structures

A concentration of postholes, including four-post
structures A and C, was located between fence line
489 and the west side of enclosure ditch 416,
perhaps indicating a contained area of post-built
structures. Alternatively, both structures A and C
may represent the central roof supports of round
house structures, although the absence of encircling
gullies may argue against this.

Structure A (Fig 9) consisted of stone-packed post
holes averaging 0.7m in diameter and OAm in depth
set 2.3m apart. Four-post structure C (Fig 9) com
prised vertically sided postholes with flat bases
averaging 0.3m in diameter and OAm in depth set
2m apart. The fills of the postholes contained a high
frequency of charcoal with burnt daub and may have
derived from a contemporary structure. A group of
shallow postholes was also present on the western
side of fence line 489.

PHASE 5

Romano-British

Occasional abraded sherds of pottery from the
uppermost levels of ditches were the only testament
to Romano-British activity, and it is probable that
they arrived on the site as a result of manuring. On
Blunsdon Ridge, approximately 700m to the west of
Groundwell West, a substantial Romano-British site
has been discovered (Walters 1999) and it is
probable that the Groundwell West site was on land
farmed in the period. At Groundwell Farm the
enclosure ditches contained pottery dated from the
late first century through to the late Roman period,
suggesting that this site too was given over to
agricultural use in this period (Gingell 1982, 63).

Post-medieval

The entire site was disturbed by north-south fur
rows, which truncated the archaeological remains to
the extent that no surfaces survived. An east-west
field boundary ditch was also present.
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