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Material poverty of northern sites and a historic low level of 
building development has allowed elusive sites to stay cloaked 
in invisibility – especially late-Roman unenclosed settlements. 
 
 
We must get over the old perception that lack of evidence 
means lack of change in the Roman period, and assume there 
are many undiscovered Roman site-types still to be found in 
the NE and NW. 



 
Until recently the handful of Roman objects recovered tended 
to be critical in assessing date of occupation and 
abandonment. But there is now a serious prospect, through 
developer-funded radiocarbon dates of being able to build up a 
detailed overall picture of the chronology of site development 
across the region.   20, ideally 30 dates per farm should be 
standard. 
 
 

Ultimately a multiplicity of poorly preserved sites dated by 
scientific means will provide more information in combination 
about historical change than a single site with better 
preservation and more artefacts. 
 



Standardisation by record of volume excavated so that the 
quantities of pottery and other finds occurring at different sites 
can be meaningfully compared. 




	�Roman rural settlement in NE and NW England: a rapid review of the current picture and where we go in the future��
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31

