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The archaeologists are here to record and understand the history of this area, prior to its redevelopment. Our work 

is important as this is an opportunity to investigate any archaeological remains which increase our knowledge of 

how Redcliffe has changed. This is not the first time we have been on site, however, with investigations beginning 

in the early 2000s.

The Redcliff Quarter development has been divided into two 

phases (see plan). Cotswold Archaeology began working on 

Phase 1, with developer Redcliff MCC LLP and Change Real 

Estate, in January 2016.

During Phase 1 we excavated two areas. We discovered the 

remains of several medieval buildings which extend beyond the 

site, under Redcliff Street to the west. The site was redeveloped 

over the following centuries and this means that only fragments 

of the medieval buildings survive. However, we found that the 

walls of later buildings still followed the original property 

boundaries laid out in the 12th century. To the rear of the 

properties were garden plots, extending eastwards towards a 

large communal ditch identified as a ‘Law Ditch’.

 

The excavation of Phase 1 concluded in May 2016, and 

construction work has already begun in this area

The Redcliff Quarter Excavations
You are currently looking at the latest redevelopment of Redcliffe. Over the last 900 years, 

this site has served many purposes and it will soon become a bustling new neighbourhood, 

bringing together a unique mix of artisan cuisine, an urban lifestyle hotel, characterful 

apartments and offices. The development of this area forms the next chapter in its history.



Cotswold
Archaeology

To keep up to date with the project, search for Cotswold Archaeology or Oxford Archaeology

A wooden post survived in (or due to) the waterlogged conditions on site

12-13th century pot in large waste pit

We also discovered a range of finds, which give an insight into the 
lives of Redcliffe’s residents. These included large quantities of 
pottery and animal bone, as well as metalwork and an early 
medieval token. A highlight of our excavations was the discovery of 
a ditch containing extensive waterlogged remains, including 
worked wood and leather objects such as shoes.

(a) worked bone piece; (b) lead alloy token; (c) annular brooch; (d) bone pipe/whistle; (e) leather shoe
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